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write contributions and the many
volunteers who distribute and deliver
the magazines, come rain or shine, to
everyone in the parish.

We welcome advertisements and are
delighted to be able to provide full colour.
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Grace Muriel House -

Residential care for older people
in a place that you can call home.

24 hour personalised care, by
professional, friendly, dedicated staff.

Callus on 01727 863327

or email post@abbeyfieldstalbans.co.uk
for more information

The Abbeyfield St Albans Society Ltd
Tavistock Avenue, St Albans, AL1 2NW

Making time for Folder people Charity 211934
www.abbeyfieldstalbans.co.uk

Bryony Wills - Careers Coach

| am a highly-experienced careers coach based in r
Harpenden. | can help you to explore career directions,
craft successful applications and prepare for interviews.
| work with graduates, career changers, mid-career
professionals and senior leaders.

- www.bryonywillscareers.co.uk

- bryony@bryonywillscareers.co.uk §
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Your Local Chartered Building Surveyors

Design & Planning drawings

Building Regulation drawings 07968 728704
Project Management info@mb-surveyors.co.uk
Party Wall Agreements www.mb-surveyors.co.uk

Building Surveys

n— 3 RICS
SURVENY ORSE Free initial site visit (@m




Introductory Letter

Finding God in unusual places

a s we approach Christmas it’s going to feel extra special, given that last

year our plans for Christmas were dramatically reduced at the last minute.

Even though we all know it was best for our own safety, it was still hard
for many — especially those who live on their own or were relying on the generos-
ity of others. I found myself unable to see my brother who had recently arrived
from Peru.

So, for many reasons, this year Christmas will feel like the first ‘proper’
Christmas in 2 years, and I hope that you not only have plans, but also that
you are going to take extra pleasure in the joy of seeing family and friends at
Christmas.

When plans for Christmas were changed last year, many said that Christmas
was cancelled. Of course, in one sense that was true — our cultural celebration
of Christmas was put on hold for a year. But none the less Christmas was still
celebrated, even if online, in churches up and down the country, and across the
world. At the heart of the Christmas story is the arrival of God in the form of a
small vulnerable baby, in the most unexpected of places, and that God is with us,
and always will be with us whatever we are going through.

For Christians, Christmas will always be a time to celebrate, and we will be
doing so this year at St John’s with our traditional service of Nine Lessons and
Carols, our Walking to Bethlehem crib service, a return of Beer and Carols at The
Engineer, and new this year, ‘Carols on the Common’ — a chance to sing carols
outside (see inside for more information). We hope that you find God at one of
these services and events.
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Specialising in Harpenden
Property for over 30 years

NEW HOMES

LAND
ACQUISITION
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To help us spiritually prepare, during the period of Advent (which we all
know from the Advent Calendars — mine is chocolate!) we are encouraged to
spend extra time in prayer and study. This year we are holding an exciting Advent
Course, both in person and on zoom, exploring how we might find God in dif-
ferent areas of our lives — at work, at home, at church and in creation. We’ve got
some exciting international speakers to inspire us, and each session will include
some time to reflect on how we might find God more often in our daily lives.
All are welcome, especially if these last 18 months has raised some big questions
about how we might find God.

Whatever you are doing this Advent and Christmas, I really do hope that
you’ll find God in what you are doing and where you least expect it, and that
you’ll be able to join us here at St John’s as we prepare for, and celebrate, the ar-
rival of God’s only Son.

With blessings,

Revd Tim
Vicar of St John’s

Parish registers

Baptisms . Funerals in Church

Welcome to the family of God May they rest in peace

31 October 2021 11 August 2021

Grace Alison Crockford Claude Kenneth Bolt (known as Ken)
19 August 2021

Marriages Edith Brenda Guy

Joined by God 13 September 2021

Beatrice Marsh (known as Betty)

21 August 2021
Tan Maclure to Jade Rawling 23 September
Enid Cynthia Giles
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Churchwardens' Report

s we write this, we are enjoy-

ing the late golden sun and the

intense colours of autumn; the
cold, clear, night skies reveal bright
stars and planets, before the grey,
bleak, darkness of the winter closes in.
Yet, there is still reason to be cheerful
as the season also has its own warmth
and light, albeit in a different form.

Autumn began with the installation
of our new vicar, Tim, which was a most
joyful occasion and a new beginning for
St. John’s. Tim has planned an expan-
sion of the provision and variety of ser-
vices which have been curtailed by the
vacancy and the coronavirus situation.

Young people have returned to
schools, colleges, and universities, to
take up and continue, their covid-inter-
rupted studies. Prayers were held for
their endeavours, the effectiveness of
their essential equipment, the commit-
ment of their teachers, and their aca-
demic success, but most of all for their
supportive friendships and the hope
of new beginnings at these important
stages of life.

The significance of traditional
Harvest was evident in the displays in
the church during two special ser-
vices: one for all ages, and our first
choral evensong for nearly two years.
However, it was acknowledged that
Harvest, giving and sharing, also ap-
plied in many other aspects of our lives.

Our church is open every day, except
Friday, for private prayer and for morn-
ing and evening prayer. We are blessed
to have a talented team of florists who
embellish it through their beautiful

displays. We also thank the dedicated
cleaners who care for our sacred space.
Furnishings that were banished for
coronavirus reasons, such as the kneel-
ers, both useful, colourful, and full of
symbolism, have been cleaned and put
back in place. Overall, the church looks
less austere and more welcoming.

Our church will continue at pre-
sent with the online Sunday morning
service on YouTube at 9.30 am to offer
opportunities for those who cannot
come to the building or feel nervous
about it. Enormous thanks to every-
one who facilitate our services both in
obvious ways, and in less apparent, yet
essential ways, such as operating the
sound system and the live recording.

November is the time for remem-
brance: at the very beginning of the
month are All Saints and All Souls
Days when our prayers for those who
have died are particularly focused
upon individuals and all those who
have passed on. Following on from
this, comes the annual appreciation of
all those who have died in conflicts in
the service of our country, and whose
tremendous efforts and sacrifices have
enabled us to live in peace. The pan-
demic has meant that bereavement,
loss, and remembrance of the dead are
even more poignant, and has encour-
aged a deeper reflection upon life too.

We are looking forward to
Christmas, the celebration of Jesus’s
birth. The senior members of our con-
gregation may remember Christmases
past when conflict and austerity
impacted upon that season. However
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Gillian Lacey
Counselling for Couples,
Adults, and Young People

Face to face, Internet, and Phone

Harpenden
g 07871 300806
gillianlaceycounselling@outlook.com

NATIONAL ®

¢ COUNSELLING V
SOCIETY
8407

counselling
changes lives

bacp

NEIL SHEPHERD
PAINTER & DECORATOR
Also

Garage, loft, cellar, shed
and garden clearances

07860 93-93-93

No obligation estimates & quotes

L.C.WESTON

Independent Funeral Directors

Private chapel of rest
Home arrangements if required
24 hour service

Funeral Directors
John Warwick mBIFD
Pauline Warwick

Telephone: 01582 712865
Fax 01582 461160
14 Leyton Road, Harpenden,
Herts a5 21Q

PHILLIPS

FUNERALS

From the simple to the elaborate,
with our 24-hour help lines and
over 40 years of service dedicated
to our community, we are here for
you every step of the way.

Parchment House
9 Victoria Road
Harpenden
AL5 4EB

FUNERAL ARBITRATION|

FAS

SCHEME

Tel: 01582 461100

Part of Dignity plc

STEPHANIE RANDALL
THE FLOWER STUDIO

2 Leyton Green, Harpenden
Herts, AL5 2TE
TEL 01582 769919

www.stephanierandall-theflowerstudio.co.uk

Gl.ze T ime

Pottery painting for everyone

Est 2014

Takeaway kits available with zero contact
Looking for ways to entertain your children, would like to
capture your baby’s footprint forever or fancy a bit of painting gz
therapy for yourself? Why not book a takeaway kit and paint in
the comfort of your own home. Items range from £5-28 each.
Free delivery is available in Harpenden.

Each takeaway kit has a £15 deposit and there is a
minimum pottery order of £15.

For more info please contact Michelle on:
07958 324520 michelle@glazetime.co.uk
www.glazetime.co.uk #glazetimeharpenden
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grim it may have seemed at the time, look at this for full details.
there were moments of happiness; the St John’s has many marvellous
crises passed, and served to evoke a voluntary helpers in all kinds of roles,

greater appreciation of the good things  and we heartily thank every one of you
in our Christian lives. In time, younger  for your commitment and talents, as
people too will also look back on the we could not fulfil our mission without
last few years in the same positive, your efforts.
reflective, spirit.

Again, plans for services are being
firmed up as we write this, and these
will be communicated through our

James Hillman
Jane Donati

website and weekly email too. Have a Churchwardens
Forthcoming events

December 2021

Wednesday 1 December ~ 7.30 pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Lady Chapel
Sunday 5 December 4.00 pm Faith & Light: worship for adults with SEN
Thursday 9 December ~ 7.00 pm Roundwood Park School Concert in Church
Friday 10 December 3.00 pm Tea at Three in the Parish Hall

Monday 13 December ~ 8.00 pm Hardynge Choir Concert in Church
January 2022

Thursday 6 January 230 pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Lady Chapel
Sunday 9 January 4.00 pm Faith & Light: worship for adults with SEN
Monday 10 January 8.00 pm Standing Committee

Tuesday 19 January 8.00 pm PCC Meeting

February 2022

Thursday 3 February 2.30 pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Lady Chapel
Sunday 6 February 4.00 pm Faith & Light: worship for adults with SEN
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ALL BRICKWORK
UNDERTAKEN
GARDEN WALLS TO EXTENSIONS
Specialising in House Repointing
and Renovations
QUALIFIED TRADESMAN
DAVID SAMPSON
TEL: 01582 762773

CHRIS HEWITT CYCLES

Repairs & Renovations

Susan Hammersley

M.Ch.S HCPC Reg.
s Bicycle, Tricycle & Tandem Specialists

: . s Harpenden’s Longest
Chlropodlst @The Sogthdown Clinic Established Cycle Business
Experienced, Quality footcare. "Lel: 01582 763622

Tel 01582 932171 / 760200 -

1362 Southdown Rd. AL5 1PU . Cycles buligt to ord(;r; Wheelbulldmgl;( N
h hdownelinie.couk arge range of spares & accessories stocked;
www.thesouthdow -C0- New & secondhand cycles supplied to order.

85t Albans Sparks ...i,= —— Forever Living
et (- The Aloe Vera Company

Local Electrician FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
Excellent results, minimal disruption, Aloe drinking gels, plus daily care products
fair pricing, good time-keeping. and weight management
Ben Hooper 07815 119790 shopaloevera.co.uk
stalbanssparks@gmail.com janeholgate99@amail.com

Tel 07932 348199

" HARPENDEN
@CLEANING

Professional Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
01582 715641 and 07870 946269
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TR UNION

Christian care for families

XA St. Albans

“This is the day to leave the dark behind you

Take the adventure, step beyond the hearth,

Shake off at last the shackles that confined you,

And find the courage for the forward path.’

These words by Malcolm Guite from his poem, ‘First Steps’, seem appropriate
as members of Mothers’ Union tentatively began to meet regularly at Branch
meetings after a gap of eighteen months.

As the committee room is now the office, we had decided to meet in the Lady
Chapel. On September 1* we held the delayed Annual General Meeting 2021.

At this meeting it was agreed that from January we would meet in the Lady
Chapel at 2.30pm on the first Thursday of each month.

We were delighted to welcome Revd. Tim as our guest speaker at our second
meeting on 6 October at 7.30pm. After Holy Communion and some Branch
business Tim took centre stage and proceeded to describe the events in his life
which had brought him to St John’s. At the end of his talk we all felt we knew him
better and we were privileged that he shared some amusing anecdotes from his
interesting life.

On 3 November at 7.30pm Sue Ashton will speak to us on her fascinating
and inspiring visit to the Taize community. All are very welcome.

 You yearned for freedom through the long night watches,

The day has come and you are free to choose,

Now is your time and season.’

Malcolm Guite is not writing about freedom after Lockdown but the message
could be a call to us all to face the future, after the recent difficult months, with
hope and confidence.

Mothers’ Union continues its good work in countries around the world, sup-
porting women and children and developing prayer and spiritual growth in fami-
lies. As a Branch we need to be active in prayer and action to support that work in
any way we can. I know we are ready.

Carol Cooke, Branch Leader
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i Beérand Carols at the Enginger |

htifp: s:/7st]'ohnshafp;anden.org.uk/services/christmas/

Parish Eucharist
Advent Carols and Readings, with festive refreshments

Advent Study Group - online or on zoom: 'Work'
see page 25 for more details

Advent Book Group — Comfortable Words
see page 25 for more details

Southdown Lights Switch on!

Communion Service (in the Lady Chapel)
Parish Eucharist

Advent Study Group —online or on zoom: 'Home'
see page 25 for more details

Tea @ 3 with Grove Junior School Choir

Parish Eucharist
Carols on the Common

Advent Study Group — online or on zoom: 'Creation’
see page 25 for more details :



https://stjohnsharpenden.org.uk/services/christmas/

Advent Book Group - Comfortable W-ords
see page 25 for more details

pare for church nativity at service on . Locati L
Parish Hall. Cost: Free. To book a place email the parish office.

Choir rehearsal (for choir members_only)
Nine Lessons and Carols S

Advent Study Group-online or on zoom: Church'
see page 25 for more details

:'\-'\.

Walking to Bethlehem (meet at the .
Southdown Christmas Tree opposite Co-op)

Midnight Mass (incense is used)

Christmas Day Holy Communion
Christmas Day All Age Eucharist

Parish Eucharist
Parish Eucharist

Sung Eucharist with Guest preacher )
former curate Revd Charles Burch
with music from the Amici Voices

]
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Little Acorns

What is Little Acorns?

Little Acorns is a group for preschool children and their par-
ents, grandparents and carers which started in 2017. We have
restarted after the pandemic, with a new time and day.

What is our aim?

We aim to provide a safe and friendly environment where chil-
dren can play while the adults chat and have the opportunity to
drink a hot cup of coffee or tea undisturbed!

Where do we meet?

We meet on a Tuesday Morning from
10 - 11.30 during term time in St.
John's church Hall. Walk down the
right side of the church and the hall
is ahead of you.

What happens during a session?

You will be met by one of the three helpers who will have on
their name badge. You will be asked to sign in. Donations are
voluntary. We don't turn anyone away! You will be offered tea,
coffee and a biscuit. Then we play until about 11.15am. We
have a wide variety of toys and the children have a fun time.
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At around 11.15, we clear up and then sit around a table to
have a healthy snack - a piece of fruit plus rice cakes, carrot
sticks, raisins or bread sticks -and water or milk to drink.

We always finish with a story or some singing before going home.

So, if you have a child of pre-school
age do come along and give us a try.
You will be given a warm welcome.

When: Every Tuesday in term time.

Where: St. John's Church Hall
(opposite the common).

From: 10.00 - 11.30

For any further information please contact
Christine Kenyon 07984448999.
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Pauline, Doreen and staff welcome you to....

" Geoffrey
Warwick

Antique Furniture

Restoration, Conservation
Traditional & Modern Hair Salon

& Antique Sourcing
All aspecis of hairdressing
139 Batchwood Drive
* Friendly staff St Albans
* Relaxed atmosphere Hertfordshire

* Ample parking
+ Concession days (ring for details) AL3 5UE

Tel: 01582 768039 L-oum7 799747

52 Westfield Road, Harpenden, Herts AL 4HW www.geoffrey-warwick.co.uk

Yy

St John’s Hall Hire

Are you looking for a hall or meeting room to hire on either a
regular or occasional basis?

Once it is deemed safe to do so, St John’s Parish Hall will once again be available to hire
during weekdays and is ideal for a playgroup or other group needing a large space.
Our meeting room is perfect for smaller numbers.

Please contact: parish.office@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
or phone (01582) 712776 for further details or to arrange a viewing.

y



St Luke’s Cell prayer group

Would you like us to pray for you?

We pray for anyone in the parish who has asked for our prayers for
themselves or for their loved ones. St Luke’s Cell prayer group is named
after the disciple and physician Luke, who is the patron saint of doctors.
We are continuing to pray individually as a group during the current
situation and include members from St John’s and Southdown Methodist
churches.

If you would like us to pray for you or someone else, then please be in
contact with Michael Hughes 01582 765576

Healing God, hear our prayer for the sick - all who are in pain,
waiting for or recovering from surgery, undergoing long-term
treatment, battling against disease, anxious about the future.
Support them through family and friends, through the skill and
dedication of medical staff, and, above all, through the knowledge
of your everlasting love. Minister your healing touch, and grant
them the peace and strength they need to find wholeness in you.

(by Nick Fawcett, in Prayers for Healing, published by Kevin Mayhew Ltd, 2013)



20 CHRISTMAS 2021

K.S. & K.G.TYLER

Motor Engineers
All makes of cars

serviced and repaired

Harpenden, norts | 01582 713328

Established since 1964

Ken Hodson Computer Hardware and Software Repairs

» Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business

* No fix, no fee for all repairs — you have nothing to lose

* Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you

Telephone: 07974 156743 or 01582 794723
Email: enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

“ A mnemamsziz Y W G

NEED SOMETHING FOR YOUR CAR? WE HAVE IT ALL!
WE STOCK 1000’S OF PARTS AND ACCESSORIES, FOR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

Need advice or a quote? Just give us a call!

mata@>

SCREEM
WASH

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK [E] @milehamsdiscountcarcare

HARPENDEN

SO DUNSTABLE

Milehams Milehams
M 33-35 Katherine Drive [HE\\E—_— il 133 Southdown Road

Dunstable = Hl Harpenden
ey | U5 4NP . A R Al ALS |PU

st t 01582 609609 ” 01582 765678
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hen I was a little boy, grow-

ing up in Redbourn, I had

a Granny who lived in a
small hamlet in Aberdeenshire near
the Cairngorm mountains. There was
just one shop near by, the general store
in a village 4 miles down the road and
that was the only shop she ever went
to. On my birthday I looked forward
to the parcel with her writing on it as
I knew it would contain an interest-
ing, unique present that no one at my
school would already have — and that
made it very special.

T

L] a

—-‘.

It strikes me that the current ability
to shop via the internet or drive to a big
shopping centre provides a great deal
of choice but the intimacy of a relation-
ship with your local shopkeeper, the
community and local economy is lost
- as well of course as the damage done
to our environment. Clothing or other
gifts made in far-off countries and
transported by container ships which
consume tons of low-grade bunker fuel

by the hour and affects the health of
those living in coastal regions around
the world, adding to greenhouse gas
emissions and therefore increase global
warming.

An 18-month study undertaken by
six PhD students in Environmental
Science at Radboud University in the
Netherlands reported in July 2020
that one of the main issues with online
shopping is people only buy a few
items per purchase. When they shop in
a store, they combine their choices into
a single bulk purchase. Frequent online
purchases produce more packaging
waste, and online items tend to come
from different distribution centres
adding to the number of road journeys
made. Both factors result in higher
greenhouse gas emissions per item;
ordering from online-only retailers
produces the most emissions. This is as
a result of failed deliveries, high rates
of returns on items bought online, and
longer distances from warehouses to in-
dividual homes. And with the advent of
free two-day or even one-day shipping,
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Is Your Computer Misbehaving? |;“\

l_@ Harpenden Computer Services

Making IT Simple!

.

. 01582 769 207 & info@HarpendenComputerServices.co.uk
@ www.HarpendenComputerServices.co.uk

Macs | PCs | iPads | Smartphones | Internet | Email | Backups | Data Recovery

« NPTC CERTIFIED + DEAD WOODING = TP.O. & PLANNING
« POLLARDING + REDUCTIONS APPLICATIONS
« RESHAPING + CROWN LIFTING » 24hr EMERGENCY
« STUMP REMOVAL + AGRICULTURAL SERVICES ~ CALL-OUT
« HEDGES TRIMMED, - LOGS DELIVERED « TREE SURVEY
SHAPED & REMOVED - TREE REMOVAL INSPECTIONS & REPORTS

No Job too small « FREE Estimates & Advice * Fully Insured to £10 million & Approved by Local Authorities

Herts, Beds, Bucks & London + we will beat any written quotation BT R tio. 47 4261 12

IIHICKS

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AaunplT 8 =
y Wt S

Free lnmal Consultation — Personal Tax Returns ~ Tax Planning
Sole Trade, Partnership and Limited Company Accounts  Bookkeeping
Business Startups and Company Formation
# Harding Parade, Station Road,Harpenden, Hertfordshire, ALS 4SW. Tel: 01582 463590
Vaughan (%mmhm Vaughan Road, H<|erndu1 Hertfordshire, ALS 4EE. Tel: 01582 766677

&3 High Street, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire, HP1 3AH. Tel: 01442 214666
First Floor, 99 Baneroft, Hitchin, Hertfordshire, SG5 INQ. Tel:01462 451321

" CHARTERED
Registered to Carry on Audit Work by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England & Wales. &  ACCOUNTANTS

www.hicks.co.uk j\ ICAEW



ST ]OHN’S PARISH MAGAZINE 23

your carbon footprint can skyrocketas ~ UK’s overall carbon emissions.

more items are moved by aircraft. So, in the run up to this Christmas,
We are very lucky with our shops please try to shop locally where you
here in Southdown and Harpenden can, with the knowledge that you are
generally. We also have access to the supporting the community as well as re-
farmers” market, craft fairs and the art ~ ducing your impact on the environment.

fair. Shopping here is about interacting
with real people, providing them with a Andrew Harbord
living and gaining an enjoyable experi-
ence as well as the goods we purchase.

Walking t local shops helps t
e ot o ECO ¥ CHURCH

sions from cars account for 15% of the AN A ROCHA UK PROJECT

CLIMATE PLEDGE

At our PCC meeting on Wednesday 29" September we as a PCC of St John’s
made the following pledge. Our next step is to see what this might mean for us as
a parish. Watch this space, and if you are interested to know more, why not join

tJOHNs

Living God’s Love

'We as the PCC of St John's Harpenden believe that
humanity is facing extinction because of climate change,
and we pledge this church to reach net-zero by 2030, and

to do all we can to live in harmony with God's creation to
ensure its flourishing for future generations to enjoy'.

Il vy (©

StJohnsAL5

www.stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
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69B High Street
Harpenden Al5 2SL

01582 945900
| | I@C hO m |>< “We offer the very best treatments

OSTEOPATHY * CRANIAL * MASSAGE * PODIATRY to assist your health, sporting and
HEALTH & WELLNESS CLINIC wellbeing goals.”

www.bodymechanixharpenden.co.uk
@ @BodyMechanixHarpenden @body_mechanix_harpenden

Your approved local
locksmith

Call Larry today on
01582 768555

o e
07984 554586

I Eastcote Drive ‘;ﬁtﬂcm Hut, Lower Luton Road, :,-‘
Harpenden AL5 1SE o Harpenden, AL5 5EP i
Bl hiea M.mhmldw'pmdqg\_.m_m. : o

MJG Builders Limited — aorouer e

Over 25 years experience

All general building work undertaken including:

Full Refurbishment | Extensions | Loft Conversions | Basements
Kitchens | Bathrooms | Call now for a Free Estimate

Tel: 01582 761815 M: 07702 190277
mijgproperty@btinternet.com
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Advent Study Course 2021

Mondays at 8pm, either in-person (in someone’s home) or join us on zoom.
Finding God in all things.

As we prepare to welcome Jesus at Christmas, an opportunity to explore how
we might find God more often at work, at home, at church and in creation.

Each session features input from some local, national and international
speakers, followed by a chance to reflect on our own experience of God in
the last year and time to share how we might be find God more often.

Confirmed Speakers

Rev Dr Rachel Mash is the environmental Coordinator of the Anglican
Church of Southern Africa.

Jack Wakefield, Tearfund

Christian Cole, Youth Missioner

Archdeacon of St Albans

This course is free and open to everyone. To sign up, please contact Julie in
the Parish Office.

Advent Book Club: Comfortable Words

This Advent, we’re encouraging you to hear the comfortable (and hopetful) words of
scripture and j join us in reading a series of reflections on lockdown by the Bishop of
Oxford, Rt Revd Steven Croft.

Through nine reflections, Steven Croft examines what these ‘comfortable words’
have to say to us. Each reflection begins from a passage of scripture taken from Isaiah
40—55: the song of an unnamed prophet who sings at the end of the exile to call
God’s people home.

The prophet sings of love and forgiveness, of new
hope and strength in God, to rekindle courage in the
hearts of God’s people. The prophet sings of a new
kind of leadership, based on humility and gentleness.
The prophet sings to tell us not to be afraid even in

Comfortable

Words
a call to restoratlon :

the face of death. These are comfortable words the
whole world needs to hear afresh in this season.

Do pick up a copy of the book, read it and join
us to discuss the themes and questions raised by the
book for those exploring faith today.

There will be two opportunities to join us for dis-
cussion, each lasting about 1hr: 10.30am Thursday
2" December and 8pm Thursday 16* December.

For further details contact Lauryn on
lauryn.awbrey@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk or

call the Parish Office.

Reflections on Isaiah 40—55

Advent Book Group

10.30am Thurs 2 Dec
and 8pm Thurs 16 Dec
(each session the same)

in person, venue TBC

For details contact Lauryn on:
lauryn.awbrey@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

Steven Croft


mailto:lauryn.awbrey%40stjohnsharpenden.org.uk?subject=Advent%20Book%20Club
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Services at St John’s

Sunday

8.00am  Said Eucharist

9.30 am  Parish Eucharist (also live streamed) followed by coffee in the hall.
All Age Eucharist, normally first Sunday of the month

11.30am  Holy Baptism, last Sunday of the month

5.00 pm  Evening Worship (refer to website)
Mondays - Fridays

9.30am  Morning Prayer

5.00 pm  Evening Prayer

Wednesday
11.00 am  Said Eucharist (in Lady Chapel)
5.00 pm  Evening Prayer

Church is open every day apart from Friday 10am - 5pm.

Service times may change so please check our website or sign up to our
weekly newsletter.



http://www.stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

PARISH OFFICE Parish Directory

For enquiries, including
marriages, baptisms, funerals

and hall bookings, please VICAR
contact the parish office. Revd Tim Vickers
Telephone: 01582 469343
Julie Birkett vicar@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
Telephone: 01582 712776 READERS
parish.office@ Lauryn Awbrey

stjohnsharpenden.org.uk Telephone: 01582 624823

lauryn.awbrey@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
David Nye

Telephone: 01582 762785
dandhnye@btinternet.com

Anne Edwards

Telephone: 01582 767449

If you are in need of help
or know anyone in need of
support, please contact
support@stjohnsharpenden.
org.uk
WARDENS
James Hillman
Telephone: 07788 567826
wardens@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
Jane Donati
Telephone: 01582 765662
wardens@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Roger Carter
music@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
TREASURER

Tim Coleman
Telephone: 07894 396061
treasurer@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
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