St John’s Harpenden

Parish Eucharist
Third Sunday of Epiphany
23rd January 2022

‘the light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it’ John 1:5
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WELCOME AND NOTICES
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 2 Christ whose glory fills the skies
1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies,
Christ, the true, the only light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise,
triumph o'er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near;
Daystar, in my heart appear.
2 Dark and cheerless is the morn
unaccompanied by thee;
joyless is the day's return,
till thy mercy's beams I see,
till they inward light impart,
glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
3 Visit then this soul of mine,
pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, radiancy divine,
scatter all my unbelief;
more and more thyself display,
shining to the perfect day.
IN the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The president introduces the Eucharist.
PRAYER OF PENITENCE
Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our
hearts. In his light let us kneel and confess our sins.
Kneel
ALMIGHTY God,
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our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past,
and grant that we may serve you
in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself, that you
may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made flesh, and be forgiven
from all your sins, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Stand for the GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
When the Choir is absent another form of the Gloria may be used, which can be found
on the Pew Sheet.
Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the Highest.
Glory to God in the Highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, Heav’nly King,
almighty God and Father.
We worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the Highest.
Lord, Jesus Christ,
only son of the Father.
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world;
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have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand
of the Father, receive our prayer.
Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the Highest.
For you alone are the Holy one,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit
in the Glory of God the father.
Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the Highest.
THE COLLECT
Let us pray.
God of all mercy,
your Son proclaimed good news to the poor,
release to the captives,
and freedom to the oppressed:
anoint us with your Holy Spirit
and set all your people free
to praise you in Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Sit
NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 Corinthians 12.12-31a.
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For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were
all made to drink of one Spirit. 14Indeed, the body does not consist of one
member but of many. 15If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not
belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if
the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that
would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye,
where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the
sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each
one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body
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be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to
the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no
need of you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less
honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are
treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not
need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the
inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the
members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all
suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.
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Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then
deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership,
various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers?
Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues?
Do all interpret? 31But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still
more excellent way.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL HYMN 36 Hark, the glad sound!
1 Hark the glad sound! the Saviour comes,
the Saviour promised long:
let every heart prepare a throne,
and every voice a song.
2 He comes, the prisoners to release
in Satan's bondage held;
the gates of brass before him burst,
the iron fetters yield.
3 He comes, the broken heart to bind,
the bleeding soul to cure,
and with the treasures of his grace
to enrich the humble poor.
4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
thy welcome shall proclaim;
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and heaven's eternal arches ring
with thy belovèd name.
please stand
THE HOLY GOSPEL
Stand and turn towards the Gospel
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.
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Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a
report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to
teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 16When he came to
Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place
where it was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the
oppressed go free, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 20And he
rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them,
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit for the SERMON
A short silence follows.
Stand
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THE NICENE CREED
WE believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation he came down from heaven (bow) was
incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.
We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The president introduces the prayers and the people sit or kneel.
After each petition:
Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
At the end of the prayers:
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers,
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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Stand for THE PEACE
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called
the Prince of Peace.
The Peace of the Lord be always with you:
And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
We shake hands with those immediately around us saying ‘Peace be with you’.
OFFERTORY HYMN 238i - Come down, O love divine
1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
does his successive journeys run;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
till moons shall wax and wane no more.
2 People and realms of every tongue
dwell on his love with sweetest song,
and infant voices shall proclaim
their early blessings on his name.
3 Blessings abound where'er he reigns:
the prisoner leaps to lose his chains;
the weary find eternal rest,
and all the sons of want are blest.
4 To him shall endless prayer be made,
and praises throng to crown his head;
his name like incense shall arise
with every morning sacrifice.
5 Let every creature rise and bring
peculiar honours to our King;
angels descend with songs again,
and earth repeat the loud Amen
Normally a collection is gathered and the gifts processed to the altar. If you would
consider offering a gift to the Church to support our ministry, please do so.
Thank you for your gift.
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Word made flesh, life of the world,
in your incarnation you embraced our poverty:
by your Spirit may we share in your riches.
Amen
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God.
We give you thanks and praise for your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who for love of our fallen race humbled himself,
and was born of the Virgin Mary
by the power of your Spirit,
and lived as one of us.
In this mystery of the Word made flesh
you have caused his light to shine in our hearts,
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In him we see our God made visible
and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:
HOLY, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest!
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How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.
As a mother tenderly gathers her children,
you embraced a people as your own.
When they turned away and rebelled
your love remained steadfast.
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary,
to be the living bread,
in whom all our hungers are satisfied.
He offered his life for sinners,
and with a love stronger than death
he opened wide his arms on the cross.
On the night before he died,
he came to supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks.
He broke it and gave it to them, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Father, we plead with confidence
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross;
we remember his dying and rising in glory,
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand.
Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you
these gifts of your creation;
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
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As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence,
form us in the likeness of Christ,
and build us into a living temple to your glory.
Remember, Lord, your Church in every land.
Reveal her unity, guard her faith,
and preserve her in peace.
Bring us at the last with our Lady Mary, John, Alban
and all the saints to the vision of that eternal splendour
for which you have created us;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
by whom, with whom, and in whom,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, let us pray with
confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
OUR Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses;
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in
one bread.
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AGNUS DEI
LAMB of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us your peace.
BEHOLD the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I
shall be healed.
All Baptised Christians who normally receive Communion in their own church are
welcome to do so here. If you were prefer a blessing, please bring your order of service
with you.
COMMUNION HYMNS
441 – Draw nigh and take the body;
1 Draw nigh and take the body of the Lord,
and drink the holy blood for you outpoured.
2 Saved by that body and that holy blood,
with souls refreshed, we render thanks to God.
3 Salvation's giver, Christ, the only Son,
by his dear cross and blood the victory won.
4 Offered was he for greatest and for least,
himself the victim, and himself the priest.
5 Approach ye then with faithful hearts sincere,
and take the pledges of salvation here.
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430i Bread of heaven
1 Bread of heaven, on thee we feed,
for thy flesh is meat indeed;
ever may our souls be fed
with this true and living bread;
day by day with strength supplied
through the life of him who died.
2 Vine of heaven, thy blood supplies
this blest cup of sacrifice;
Lord, thy wounds our healing give,
to thy cross we look and live:
Jesus, may we ever be
grafted, rooted, built in thee.
A time of silent prayer is kept after Communion.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Almighty Father,
whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world:
may your people,
illumined by your word and sacraments,
shine with the radiance of his glory,
that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed
to the ends of the earth;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever
Amen.
Stand for the FINAL HYMN 742i O for a thousand tongues to sing
1 O for a thousand tongues to sing
my dear Redeemer's praise,
the glories of my God and King,
the triumphs of his grace!
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2 Jesus! the name that charms our fears,
that bids our sorrows cease;
'tis music in the sinner's ears,
'tis life and health and peace.
3 He breaks the power of cancelled sin,
he sets the prisoner free:
his blood can make the foulest clean;
his blood availed for me.
4 He speaks; and, listening to his voice,
new life the dead receive,
the mournful broken hearts rejoice,
the humble poor believe.
5 Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb,
your loosened tongues employ;
ye blind, behold your Saviour come;
and leap, ye lame, for joy!
6 My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim
and spread through all the earth abroad
the honours of thy name.
Remain standing
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and
heavenly, fill you with peace and goodwill and make you partakers in the
divine nature; and the blessing of God Almighty the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be upon you now and always. Amen
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
Remain standing as the RECESSION takes place and a VOLUNTARY is played.
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