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Pentecost! Not perhaps a common word outside Church circles,
unlike Christmas and Easter, but one with a clue in its name. Like other
words with the 'pente' prefix (pentathlete - 5 events; pentagon - 5 sides
and pentameter - 5 beats) the clue is in the name and the Greek root of
the word is literally 'fiftieth day'.
It always falls on the 7th Sunday after Easter Sunday, and if (on this
occasion!) you are inclusive of both Sundays, it is 50 days later! Being linked to Easter
Sunday it is of course the proverbial 'moveable feast', as was the older Jewish festival it
appropriated its name from, the Jewish festival "Feast of Weeks". That festival was also 50
days after Passover, which of course is also linked to Easter, as it was at a Passover meal
that Jesus celebrated in Jerusalem on what Christians call
Maundy Thursday.

So far, so dull, you're perhaps thinking(!), but there was nothing
dull about what the early Church wanted to commemorate and
remind itself of in perpetuity ever since. Namely that something
extraordinary happened to 'kick start' the Church into being, in simple terms you can think
of it as the day the Church was born - its birthday! Jesus had promised that a 'Helper'
would come to continue the work of sharing the Gospel (the 'good news'), and in Acts
Chapter 2 the power of God's Holy Spirit transformed the disciples in an amazing way - and
here we are talking about today as proof!
Still, the question that I always like to come round to is, "OK, but what does that mean
for me and the world today?" Pentecost is worth celebrating and reminding ourselves
about, not primarily because it's a tradition of the Church, or even a commemoration of
that first 'coming to life' experience, but because of what it says to us about our faith as
disciples of Christ.
I can think of no situation than the one we have endured for the last 12 months, (and
which even now is not over), that a message of power and strength, beyond our own
abilities, could be more helpful in. People have had to struggle and endure in ways which
have been extremely difficult. Our Pentecostal celebrations say you can find a helper in
God's Spirit; it's poured out upon those who gather together into what we call 'Church'.
This Pentecost, remember that you can receive God's help and power in your life. Jesus
promised his disciples help - we are reminded of that promise once again as we celebrate
Pentecost. Whatever we do to fulfil the command of Christ - loving God and loving our
neighbour as ourselves - we don't have to do it in our own strength - God will help us!

Pentecost blessings, Mark

CHANGES TO OUR CIRCUIT LEADERSHIP TEAM
Many of you may already know but for those who do not, I am delighted that the last
Circuit Meeting welcomed Eric Smart, Nigel Murrell, Gareth Crooks, Daisy Ede Cole,
Sheridan Pengelly and David Burton as new Circuit Stewards and David Hodgkinson as
Property Secretary. To provide clarity of roles, both for each of us as stewards and for our
wider circuit community we are working towards each steward having a particular
responsibility within the life of the circuit.
This does not mean that they have to do
everything but are able to have a Circuit wide
oversight of their interest and provide a point
for contact for anyone requiring assistance
from our churches. This gives us the ability to
be able to communicate across our CLT and
the Circuit Meeting, hopefully being
supportive and encouraging of enterprise
wherever and whatever it is.
To this end Eric has kindly agreed to take on
the role of Manse Secretary, Nigel will be helping the Finance team, Gareth has an
interest in the family aspects of the circuit, Daisy is going to look at Mission within the
Circuit and David will be guiding us through the myriad of technicalities of IT, from Data
protection all the way to on line services and mission. Sheridan, supported by David
Hodgkinson is looking after our response to Climate and the Environment.
This is very exciting and we would ask for all your prayers as we start to try to discern what
areas we should focus on and how.
Needless to say these are very early days and the role of the Circuit Steward is not limited
to the specialty named here but to assist with the wider running of the circuit and to form
the conduit between Connexion, District and the local churches. We are currently
undergoing some training in the roles.
Finally I would like to express a big thank you to everyone who has stepped up.
Bob Griffin
Senior Circuit Steward

Dear Friends,
It has been nearly 4 months since I started as Circuit
Safeguarding Officer, and have enjoyed meeting more of you,
albeit virtually! Thank you for your encouragement and
ongoing support with the safeguarding of our staff, members
and community.
I wanted to take this opportunity to offer my thanks to Aileen
French for the time she has spent being the Safeguarding Officer at Reality Church and
although sad to see her stepping down, it is a pleasure to welcome Nicky Hosking as the
new Safeguarding Officer there.
The Bedfordshire, Essex and Herts District Safeguarding Team have communicated that in
order to meet the Safeguarding training needs within the District they will have all trainers
working virtually together to deliver training online. At the time of writing to you, we have
the Foundation Module of Creating Safer Space (CSS) ready to deliver and the Advanced
module will follow sometime around June this year.
The first training session online was held at the beginning of April and has had very good
feedback. The next available training will be on Saturday 19th June 10am - 1pm. This
online session is open to anyone that has not completed it before or as a refresher. If you
are not sure if you should attend this training, please see below for a list of those for
whom the training is mandatory.
If you would like to book a place please visit:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/150701260527
Once places are filled there will be the opportunity to go onto a waiting list. There will be
further dates released soon and these will be shared with churches shortly.
Thank you for all you do to keep our Churches safe spaces. If I can be of any support to you
please do reach out to me at: safeguarding@chelmsfordcircuit.org.uk or on 07511 536919
Esther Burton
Circuit Safeguarding Officer
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Core List – Required Attendance for
CSS Foundation Module
• Monitoring and Support group members (for Safeguarding Contracts)
• Presbyters with an active preaching or pastoral ministry
• Deacons with an active preaching or pastoral ministry

• Pre-ordination students and probationers
• Lay employees and volunteer workers with pastoral responsibility
• Pastoral visitors
• Anyone working with children in the name of the church
• Anyone working in activities targeted at adults who are vulnerable (e.g. luncheon club
for the housebound)
• Circuit stewards
• Church stewards
• Local preachers (Local Preachers should enrol and complete the Foundation Module at
the earliest opportunity after receiving a Note to Preach. Both Foundation and Advanced
modules must be completed by the end of the second year of training and before their
second interview on trial, whichever occurs first.)
• Worship leaders (Worship Leaders should enrol and complete the Foundation Module
at the earliest opportunity after commencing training. Both Foundation and Advanced
modules must be complete by the end of the second year of training and before their
appointment by the Church Council, whichever occurs first.)
• Those training for local preaching or worship leading
• Church and circuit safeguarding representatives
• Choir/music group/drama leaders – where there are children or vulnerable adults in
the group.
• Young Leaders (ages 16-18)
• Members of the Safeguarding Committee

MHA Sunday 2021

MHA Sunday is an opportunity to give thanks and celebrate our
specialist care and support, enabling people in later life to live
well across Britain.
MHA Sunday is an opportunity to give thanks and celebrate our specialist care and
support services, especially during these challenging times. Churches and individuals such as yourself enable MHA to continue to bring hope and support people in later life across the country to live later life well.
By holding your own MHA Sunday service on 13 June 2021, you’ll be joining
thousands of churches across Britain in raising awareness of MHA, praying for
people in later life and those who support them, and kindly donating to support
our charity MHA.
The theme for MHA Sunday 2021 is 'relieving isolation and bringing hope',
inspired by the book of Mark 5:1-20, which is also the theme of Bible Month.

https://donate.mha.org.uk/mhasunday/
Today, to slightly misquote the amazing Captain Sir Tom, has
been a good day.
After so many months of feeling restricted, I have had my
2nd “jab”, I have had my hair cut, and I have received a call
from the dentist giving me an appointment. Today has been
a good day!
Who would have thought that I would be ecstatic at having
a vaccination? Who would have thought that I would be
thankful for a call for a call from the dentist? Well, not me!
But here I am, full of thankfulness. I hope and pray that all
who read this have reasons to be thankful too - and maybe we will never take a dentist,
or hairdresser, or vaccination needle, for granted again.
“Give thanks, with a grateful heart....” - and “Count your blessings, name them one by
one by one”.

With my love and blessings to you all Revd Sue

Stephen Lawrence Day
On the 22 April 1993, Stephen Lawrence, a black teenager who lived in South London, was
killed in a racially motivated attack. His murder and the failings of the subsequent police
investigation opened the country's eyes to the extent of racism in the UK.
In this blog to mark Stephen Lawrence Day, Bevan Powell, the Connexional Equality,
Diversity & Inclusivity officer, considers the on-going work to make society a just place for
all and the impact of the recent government report on racial disparity.

The 22nd April each year marks Stephen Lawrence Day, established by the then Prime
Minister Theresa May in 2019. The day is dedicated to Stephen’s memory and presents an
opportunity for us all to reflect upon the progress of race equality in society and indeed
within the Methodist Church. For me, the day provides an
opportunity for each of us to reflect on our own efforts to make
What will be
society a fair and just place for all. Dr. Martin Luther King said the
following during his iconic speech at the march on Washington DC
your legacy in
on August 28th 1963, “ I have a dream that my four little children
bringing about the will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the
changes we all colour of their skin but by the content of their character”. But as
wish to see within we prepare to commemorate Stephen’s life, just how far have we
come in terms of race equality in the UK?

the UK?
My question to you reading this blog, is what will be your legacy in
bringing about the changes we all wish to see within the UK?
As the son of parents from the Windrush era, my lived experience has fuelled an acute
awareness of the struggle for race equality within the UK. Throughout my working career
I have actively challenged racism within our society. First within the Metropolitan Police,
then as a local Labour Councillor and now as the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Advisor
to the Methodist Church in Britain.
As one of the founders of the National Black Police Association, I have worked with Police
constabularies across the UK and with Government to identify, understand and address
racism. Having given both written and oral evidence to the Macpherson Inquiry into the
death of Stephen Lawrence in 1998, I’ve since given evidence in February 2019 to the Home
Affairs Select Committee Inquiry into ‘The Macpherson Report – Twenty years on.’ In
presenting my evidence I asked the Committee to consider giving the term ‘Institutional
Racism’ a legislative footing as part of the Equality Act.
Given the backdrop to my career, I am astonished, dismayed and saddened that the
Commission on Race and Ethnic Disparities (CRED) report has wrongly stated that ‘one of
the key justifications for the Macpherson report finding of institutional racism was the
under reporting of racist crime’. On the contrary, the definition of Institutional Racism
Continued/….

centred on the fact that the Metropolitan Police completely mismanaged the investigation
into Stephen’s murder and as a result, tragically the Lawrence family are still awaiting
justice. The CRED report both undermines and denies the experience of racism of black
and minority ethnic people in the UK, it also reduces experiences of racism to ‘a fatalistic
mentality’.
Whilst the world welcomes the guilty verdict in the trial of Derek Chauvin following the
murder of George Floyd, there is a recognition that the verdict defies historical patterns of
jury decision making in cases following the deaths of African American people at the hands
of white police officers.
The death of George Floyd inspired international protest and underlined the importance of
our Church strategy in tackling racism and all forms of discrimination. The CRED report
must not be allowed to impede the Methodist Church’s programme of work defined
through its strategy for ‘Justice, Dignity and Solidarity’, which I believe to be a watershed
moment for the Church.
The Methodist Church has already defined racism as a sin and contrary to the imperatives
of the Gospel. As Methodists we are called to challenge injustice, let’s continue to do so.

Bevan Powell, the Connexional Equality, Diversity & Inclusivity officer

A prayer for Stephen Lawrence Day from Revd Helen Watson,
Superintendent Minister at Trinity Methodist Church, Plumstead,
where a glass panel celebrates Stephen's life.
Lord our God,
On this Stephen Lawrence memorial day, we pray for peace and
understanding between races and cultures.
We pray that all your children may come and go in safety.
We pray for the perpetrators of racial violence and hatred and ask
that they may learn to see all people as sisters and brothers.
We pray for families torn apart by the violence of others and ask for
comfort and help for them in times of need.
Help us all, O Lord, to support and care for one another as we travel through this life
together.
In the name of Christ we pray.
Amen

Prayerfully around Nounsley in
5 kilometres (26minutes)
First Kilometre
Uphill start: cloudless blue sky with the early morning sun
Long shadow of a runner is beside me in two dimension
Is our Christian life an uphill struggle or are we carried along in our faith?
I can hear pheasants and pigeons not indigenous birds but diverse
I see a buzzard later, are birds of prey a curse?
Second Kilometre
The road flattens out into the village itself, past the bus stop in which
A pop-up youth club, with a carpeted floor, began without a hitch
Why is it our church endeavours are slow other lives to enrich?
Downhill past the pony field, empty and waiting to grow
Thinking of last week when the weather looked like snow
Over the famous Nounsley ford, uphill again we go

Third Kilometre
Streets and houses behind me now, freedom of the open road
Out of Egypt across the Nile, the promised land unfolds
Actually we could do with rain, thinking about Living water
Turning right along the ridgeway, then a u turn later
At the cross roads, Mark’s Gospel a signpost indicator
Then past Cardfields, an outdoor education centre
Fourth Kilometre
In the valley by the riverside, out from Chelmsford’s meadows it goes
As the Jordan river from that Galilean lake still flows
Past an old oak tree, part of God’s creation
Maybe I should research the tree of life that stands in Revelation
Over the Nounsley brook into the tree cover
The Parish Church away to the left is there for anyone to discover
Fifth Kilometre
It’s a final uphill push, thinking of our founder: Wesley, John
Didn’t slow down when his last years came on
Just went from horse back riding to being carriage driven
What an example in sustainability we’re given!
John R Clemo 11.4.21

Dear All
How are you doing? Easter has brought some much needed joy
hasn’t it?
As some of you may know I am off to my placement church until
September. Although, I will probably sneak back to you in August
while I am still writing up my portfolio.
I have really enjoyed my time with you all on Zoom in the various
meetings. I am excited to see how as a circuit we embrace church as
we are allowed back into our buildings. What will stay the same and what will change?
What questions will be asked? Whose voices will we hear?
My change will be, not only in my place of worship and learning, but in my home
environment - we have found a house! We hope to move by the end of May and then the
building work and decorating begins. I have a funny feeling I will be craving being back in
my peaceful motorhome with only one space to clean!
I have had so many kind messages for my placement. I will miss you while I am away but I
am sure the time will fly by and before you know it we will be seeing each other in person.
So until then…I leave you with this CHELMSFORD CIRCUIT prayer..
Come Jesus and help us to
Hear your truth
Embolden our church
Light the way for each other
Move - to dance each others dance
Still our racing minds
Forgive
Open our hearts to ALL
Remember those who mourn
Delight in children
Change for your good
Include with our language
Raise our voice for injustice
Clasp our hands in prayer
Unite in your love
Impart your wisdom and
Trust in you, our Saviour. Forever and ever Amen.

Heather xx
Student Presbyter

Reminiscences of a Methodist preacher
No 2. Sewing machines and rag rugs
In my first Reminiscence I wrote about Cumberland Road Methodist Church in Reading
(now a Sikh Gurdwara) and the two doors (one real, one painted) which fascinated me as
a child in the Sunday School.
The Superintendent of the Sunday School was a Miss
Crane, who to my childish eyes seemed ancient. That
didn’t stop her taking me “under her wing” for extra
tuition each year in preparation for the annual Scripture
Examinations. And it didn’t stop me appreciating her
tuition.
Her home was a small, terraced house, in De Beauvoir
Road, Reading, a 3-mile cycle ride from home. In the bay
window of her front room (“parlour”) stood a Singer
sewing machine of the treadle variety. When not in use
the machine itself hinged down into a cavity with a wood cover to form a table top: that
was my desk during tuition.
Those tuition sessions exercised me in two ways; physically, with the 6 miles of cycling,
and being able to keep my feet occupied working the treadle to spin the large flywheel
while studying (don’t worry – the drive belt from the flywheel to the machine was always
loose when the top was down!); and mentally, as I was given a wide knowledge of the
contents of the pages of the whole Bible, and numerous memorised passages.
I can’t remember how many years this continued (possibly from 1946, between the ages
of 9 and 13), But I was never to use that sewing machine for its intended purpose – to
bring together a wide variety of materials to form a whole whose pattern and purpose
was clear. As I approached my teens, and my grammar school education at Reading
School progressed, I revelled in the way apparently different subjects linked together to
make a meaningful whole - as Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Mathematics come
together to form a comprehensive pattern of the nature of matter; and Geography,
History and languages (classical and modern) help to build an appreciation of the breadth
of human culture. I couldn’t yet see such a pattern in my collection of stories, quotations
and memorised passages of Scripture: somehow I hadn’t learned to sew them together!
Continued/…..

I haven’t mentioned sport – the one part of my scholastic years I least appreciated! So
please excuse me if I gloss over that part of school life! But order and method, purpose and
meaning attracted me: helping Mum to make rag rugs**; using a large collection of
Meccano pieces to make working models; marvelling at the night sky as seen from an
urban back garden during wartime blackout; being taught the wonders of the creative
processes of evolution; learning of the “dance” of electrons in the atomic structure of
metals, a “dance” which we harness as electricity.
But it was not until my sixteenth birthday that a present I received from my older brother
and his fiancée began the process through which I was enabled to begin to glimpse the
overall pattern and purpose within the Bible. But more of that in my next reminiscence.
David Dickens March 2021
More reminiscences in the next Newsletter
** “What’s a “rag rug”? Shortages during World War II made it important to know how to
“make and mend”. That applied to a wide variety of
household items, including mats and rugs.

Here’s a link to show you how pieces of old fabric can be
used to make a rag rug:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oV746zVKVjc

JOIN US ON
‘CHELMSFORD METHODISTS’
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrQavARuyJM1FsVUBl8l6Sw
SATURDAYS

9.30am Reality Kids
SUNDAYS

9.30am Reality Church
10am Chelmsford Methodists
(direct link on www.chelmsfordcircuit.org.uk)
Don’t worry if you miss the date and time, you can always
watch at a later date.

Sink or Stand?
‘But when he saw the wind, he (Peter) was afraid
& beginning to sink, cried out, Lord, save
me!’ Matthew 14:30.
Dear Friends,
Let’s give credit where credit is due. Peter did
actually take the plunge & walk on water, didn’t
he? Much as the above text might lead us to believe otherwise! We forget that don’t we,
when our focus moves away from what, initially, he got so wonderfully right to what, in the
end, he got so hopelessly wrong? i.e. To pay more attention to what was going on around
him than the One, whose calm & reassuring presence was the inspiration to get him out of
the boat & on the path to ‘success,’ in the first place. Nb. Success as it relates to God’s
purposes for us & for His world, not ours! Where faith, living, real & robust is key to
everything ie. Key not only to knowing who God is but also to realising in whom true peace
& happiness ultimately lies. As Psalm 144:15 puts it - ‘Happy are the people who are in
such a state. Happy are the people whose God is the Lord.’ NKJV.
On a scale of nought to ten how happy are we right now, given the intensity & immensity
of the storm that surrounds us. A storm that has us so paralysed with fear, disillusionment
& mistrust that we’d sooner rather remain in the sinking boat of the known & familiar,
than step out in faith towards the One who is never more near, never more able to save us,
than when, in a moment of unguarded weakness, having come so far, we succumb to the
power & allure of the wind & the waves. Here’s how one commentator helpfully expresses
it - ‘We all have our days where we feel we can’t survive. Sometimes dreams are
shattered. Friendships may fall apart. Loved ones may hurt us. Sickness may overtake us.
We may even lose people we love. But God will ALWAYS be there to guide us through,
even the toughest times. Never lose FAITH. Hold on to HOPE. TRUST IN GOD ALWAYS!’
Peter had his fair share of setbacks in his quest to follow Jesus’ lead, didn’t he? Setbacks in
which fear, more often than not, overshadowed & overruled the need for bold &
unwavering faith. Case in point being the night of Jesus’ arrest. An event which proved
beyond any shadow of a doubt that when the pressure was really on, Peter was no more
capable of rising to the challenge of the hour, than any of the other of Jesus’ disciples.
Much as he liked to believe, come the time for decisive & positive action, he could & he
would - ‘And the Lord turned & looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the
Lord, how He had told him, Before a rooster crows today, you will deny Me three times.
And he went out & wept bitterly (deeply grieved & distressed).’ Luke 22:61-62.
Continued/……….

Thankfully Peter’s story doesn’t end where it might so easily
have done. i.e. At a point of self-loathing, guilt &
despair! (John 21:15-19). That’s because, dear friends, as
time & again scripture bears witness to, the grace of God,
which looks beyond our natural limitations to the very heart
of who we really are & all that we can be in Him, will always
be so much greater than the sum of all our failures,
weaknesses & fears. Remember that the next time the
waves of difficulty, testing & affliction threaten to overwhelm you!!

With love & blessings from all of us here at Christ Church
John Prothero.

Caring for God’s Creation
No one is too [fill in blank here]
to make a difference.
One of the exciting things about coming out of lockdown for me has been visiting a
bookshop. What a joy it is to browse the shelves and handle the books. As I was waiting to
pay I spied a small book with a simple black and white cover. It was called ‘No one is too
small to make a difference’ and it’s a collection of speeches given by Greta
Thurnberg...more of that later.

It’s been
exciting
to see the
growing
interest in
climate change
across the
Circuit. 2021.

It’s been exciting to see the growing interest in climate change
across the Circuit. We now have a Circuit strategy with a series of
actions that we are planning to take in 2021.
https://www.chelmsfordcircuit.co.uk/environment/circuit-policy/

One of those is to have a Circuit group of ECO champions made
up of one person from each church. I’m pleased to say that we
now have six - if your church doesn’t have one yet, please think
about whether that is something you could do. The job
description is to liaise with the local church about what is
happening in the Circuit and to encourage them to keep
environmental concerns on their minds. The group can also offer support and
encouragement and be a place to share ideas.
Continued/….

Last Saturday over twenty people gathered online to talk
about why a Christian should care about climate change and
what we can do about it. It was exciting to see how engaged
and motivated people are becoming but also aware of the
challenges we face. If you would like to see a recording of
the meeting you can find it here
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/

p7HWZCAoboskhBYYJ4fa1vzLWWiqbYdqNERaMX1lLiOXhxqxQ1kn3EISWPsMtlf.DPOLHQM061E9PXWg Passcode: #0.84ra%
One of the action points from the strategy is to encourage churches to register as an ECO
church. This is an award scheme which helps churches to see what they are already doing
to address climate change - and what other changes they can make. We are hoping to offer
some training for anyone interested in signing their church up in the next few weeks.
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/

The title of Greta Thurnberg’s book is simple but effective and might have been lifted
straight from the Gospels. Perhaps we can expand it to include all those other descriptions
of ourselves that we sometimes use as excuses to avoid doing something or leave it up to
others. No one is too [busy, poor, unintelligent, old] ... you will be able to fill in your own.
Small things can make a big difference. Jesus said, ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is like a grain
of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his
field; which indeed is smaller than all seeds but when it
is grown, it is greater than the herbs and becomes a
tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in its
branches.’ By addressing the urgent issue of climate
change we are building the kingdom of God so that all
have a home.
So where to start, imagine if everyone turned off the tap
when they were brushing their teeth. Imagine how
much water would be saved. And it costs nothing - in
fact it might save you money. Why not make a small
change today?
Sheridan Pengelly

St Augustine’s
Virtual Walk to
Jerusalem for
WaterAid
during Lent
raised £2308.61
Each year St Augustine’s pledges to raise money for charity in UK and abroad. This year for
their International challenge they chose Water Aid. We invited you by email to join them
on a Virtual Walk to Jerusalem for the 44 days of Lent.
This is the update from Val Jellows from
St Augustine’s…..

On Easter Sunday we had a small celebration to mark the end of our walking for Water
Aid. In total our walkers from near and far covered an amazing 5727 miles during Lent and
as I speak our Just Giving Page says we have raised £2308.61 plus gift aid.
This has far surpassed our expectations and we would like to thank anyone who
contributed to this in any way.
The Just Giving page will stay open until 4th May and then be closed down.
There is more info on our website at:
St Augustine’s Virtual Walk to Jerusalem for WaterAid during Lent | St Augustine
of Canterbury Church, North Springfield (staugustinespringfield.org.uk)
Thank you
Val Jellows

CATCHING UP WITH GILL SONGER
Just a few days ago I noticed my diary entry for March
2019 which said simply “I’ve been accepted for
training as a Methodist Minister”. I smiled as a I read
that as it seems that such a lot has happened since
that time and I’ve travelled such a long way since the
person who wrote those words just two years ago.

Life twists and turns and we never know how it is
going to turn out, who, for example, would ever
believe that of the two years I will have been training
at the Queens Foundation, only six months of them
would actually have been there physically! In some
ways it has been great to study at home, but at other
Gill trying on a clerical shirt
times I have missed the adventure of travelling on the
for the first time.
trains to Birmingham and all the people I encountered;
I’ve missed interacting with my cohort; worshipping in the chapel and browsing the library.
And now my academic teaching is over for this year and the summer term is spent on the
more practical side of ministry, including a reminder that from now on I will have to
complete a tax return! This year I have studied Black Theology, John’s Gospel, Gender,
Denomination, Ethics and Doctrine. In the autumn term I went on placement at Loughton
Methodist Church alongside studying Pastoral and Contextual Theology. I’ve learnt about
Feminist Theology, Womanist Theology and Queer Theology and it’s all absolutely
fascinating and mind-stretching! As with many other people leading worship I’ve learnt to
set up a recording studio in my front room, or, if not too windy, in the garden and once, on
Maldon Prom.
As a probationer for the next two years I will continue my study at Queens Foundation,
completing a BA in Theology, before being ordained, hopefully at Conference. The project
for my third year will be to complete a dissertation and gain my Honours degree.
Although it has been a strange time, I believe that there are many experiences that I will
be taking to my new circuit in South Kent where I will be looking after five churches, two of
which are in the town of Folkestone (very near the sea – I’m so blessed) the other three
are small chapels further into the country and are called valley churches – because they
are in a valley! Unfortunately, David and I have not been able to visit the circuit yet, and
it’s been hard trying to understand the context from pictures and websites, but we hope
to be able to visit sometime in May.
Continued/…..

It will be very strange to move away from Maldon, David has lived here all his life and I’ve
lived here over 30 years, but our house will still be here plus a son. I’ve assured our
neighbour that he won’t be having lots of parties but the piano playing will
remain. Folkestone isn’t so very far away and if you find yourself there on a sunny day,
please do give me a shout and we can share a natter and an ice-cream.
My welcome service is being held on Wednesday 1 September at 7.30pm, venue to be
confirmed, and it would be lovely to see some folk from Chelmsford if you happen to be
passing!

Chelmsford Circuit has been my spiritual home and as my life continues to twist and turn I
don’t know if I will be back but it will always have a special place in my heart.
Gill Songer

EASTER RESOUCE PACK—MALDON AREA
I put together a "Looking Forward to Easter Resource Pack", that included stories, recipe’s,
colouring sheets and things to make and do, during Lent, whilst waiting and looking
forward to Easter. I sent the pack to families in the Maldon section of the circuit, those that
were part of junior and virtual youth club. I have attached some photos of the biscuits I got
sent, that the children made from the recipe in the pack and also an Easter garden, which
was another thing to make in the pack.
Sandie. X

The Cross and the Garden at Broomfield
Although Broomfield Church was not open for worship services at Easter, the cross and
the garden took centre stage on our church forecourt. On Sunday palm crosses were
placed on the bench next to the bus stop, with an invitation to passers by to take a cross.
In all 90 Palm crosses were distributed to our church congregation and to folk in the
village.
On Good Friday a plain cross was
strapped to the front of the car park
so that it was difficult for folks passing
by not to notice it.

On Easter Day folk were invited to visit our beautiful Easter garden, listen to Easter hymns
playing in the car park and to take home a packet of “Seeds of Hope” to plant in their own
garden. There was also an invitation to place a flower of the wooden cross to transform it
into a wonderful symbol of resurrection hope.
Those of our church family who cannot
access church services online were all
given an Easter box containing the
pastoral letter and palm cross from
Mark, a copy of the church magazine,
an Easter card, a fridge magnet of an
Easter reflection, a polished pebble
with a gold cross embossed on it, an
Easter egg and a slice of cake. As you
can imagine these gifts were gratefully
received, especially as they were hand delivered with the opportunity for a socially
distanced doorstep conversation.
55 Messy Easter ‘in a bag’ were distributed to families in Broomfield and
those attending Trinity Sunday Club. In each bag there was a booklet of
the Easter story with an opportunity for each child to make their own
story board, as the narrative unfolded, using stickers. The children were
invited to make crafts and play a game at various places in the story, as
well as to make an Easter rabbit, an Easter card and decorate a biscuit to
look like a lamb.

Our ladies knitted chicks which
contained a small easter egg as
our gift to each child.
These coloured beads tell the
easter story and make a useful
key ring too!

This is just one of several comments
we found on social media. “Thank
you they were brilliant, kept us busy
through the Easter hols.
We appreciate all your hard work in
making them” X

On Mother’s Day a basket containing posies was placed on the
bench by the bus stop with an invitation to mums and children
to take one. One mum contacted us and said her small son
was very excited to presented her with the flowers, on
returning from a walk with his dad. Families who we knew
were experiencing their first Mother’s Day without their mum
were sent a fridge magnet expressing our love, support and
prayers for them on this difficult day.

Our Peace garden at the back of the Church hall
contained a tree which had Easter decorations hanging
on it, each with the name of a baby who had been born
asleep. Several families visited the garden for their own
private moments of remembrance and drew comfort
from their babies being remembered in this way.

Now our thought turn to Pentecost and there are
rumblings that there may be a dove appearing on the
forecourt and during the summer we have embryo plans to highlight our involvement in
Climate change and to raise awareness of this most important issue in the village.
So watch this space!!
Dianne Hodgkinson
Broomfield Methodist Church

My Race Against Hunger
Over the last few years, since retiring, my life has been quite busy.
As well as preaching I run our Friendship Club (over 60s) at
Moulsham Lodge and have helped out at Foodbank at least two
Fridays every month.
I have also been physically active trying to get at least 10,000 steps
a day, plus Keep Fit on Tuesday mornings, swimming on
Wednesdays and since September 2018 taking part in parkrun on
Saturday mornings. This was until last March when, like everyone else, all my activities
ground to a halt. I kept up the activity by walking, getting intimately acquainted with
Galleywood Common and all the lanes around about. By the summer I realised I was
losing some of my stamina and prompted by some friends I thought about doing the
Couch to 5k programme.
Perhaps I’d better explain that although I participated in parkrun,
which is 5k, I had never actually run it all. It was always a
combination of brisk walking and a little bit of jogging and in fact
even as a teenager my longest distance was a mile, so I really did
need to start from scratch. After thinking about it I actually started
on 3rd August and found it quite easy until week five when I was
expected to run solidly for 20 minutes! I actually repeated that
week and then gradually built up to running for 30 minutes, which
in my case was not 5k because I am still slow. So being the
stubborn person that I am I was determined to keep building up
gradually until I could run the whole distance which I did by
December.
So why am I telling you all this? Well having been unable to help in Foodbank because I
am in the vulnerable age group for Covid and could not meet and greet clients I was
wondering what else I could do for them apart from donating and being part of the prayer
support. That was when I saw the Trussell Trust advert about the Race Against Hunger on
the 27th March. It was a virtual event so didn’t involve mixing with large groups of other
people just being sponsored to run, walk or jog 5k. I knew I could do that so I signed up
thinking if I could raise £100 that would be something. The actual minimum target was
£150 so that was what I aimed for. I set myself a target of jogging a 5k route around
Galleywood in 40 minutes. I actually did it in 40 mins 52 secs as I had to wait to cross a
road. I’m delighted to report that with the help of generous sponsors I raised £260 of the
£125K raised for the ongoing work of Trussell Trust. Huge thanks to all of you who
sponsored me. The numbers of people using Foodbanks has increased tremendously in
the last year so this money will be extremely useful.

Sue Johnson

WEEKLY PRAYERS AT 7PM
Join us for prayers and quiet contemplation.
Mondays with Rev. Barry Allen—Barry Allen’s Facebook
Wednesdays with Sue Johnson— Sue’s Facebook
(Sue is covering for Ramona during her sabbatical)
Friday with Rev. Mark Pengelly—Mark’s Facebook

(Subject to holidays and day’s off. These will confirmed
each week on
Individual Facebook and The Circuit Facebook Pages.

https://www.facebook.com/chelmsfordcircuit/
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
The next Circuit Meeting is on
Tuesday 18th May 2021
Wednesday 15th September 2021
7.15pm for 7.30pm
Thank you for reading this newsletter.

This is YOUR Newsletter and we welcome and encourage
all members to participate.
A big thank you to all those who have contributed to our newsletter.
It’s very much appreciated and good to share within the Circuit.

Circuit Administrator: Karen Murrell.
Email: karen.murrell@chelmsfordcircuit.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/chelmsfordcircuit
http://www.chelmsfordcircuit.co.uk

‘Share your news’
Deadline for July &
August 2021
to Karen by Mid
June latest.

