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I’ve just been part
of a discussion
with other church
leaders (on Zoom
of course!) where
the question to be
discussed was
‘are there any
positives in the
life of the Church,
post-pandemic?
I liked the question because of its
upbeat perspective, and I know that this
is so important when so many have felt
the heavy load of all that has been
endured in the last two years. However,
as we explored what was happening in
our churches, we were reminded there
are genuinely some things that are good
at the moment. We weren’t just talking
about blind optimism but about genuine
positive developments.
One of these points was summed up like
this by a member of a congregation:
“The pandemic has helped us realise
that we were stuck in a rut and that we
can do new and different things!” I liked
that and I think there’s a great deal of
truth to it as well! Not that everything
we have done for years gets us bogged
down, but often it feels much safer to
try and perpetuate the familiar, rather
than branch out into new ventures.
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The pandemic did indeed force us to do
somethings differently: online worship,
Zoom meetings and video hymns when we
couldn’t sing, are obvious examples
perhaps, but they remind us of the fact we
are more adaptable than we might at time
be aware.

Isaiah 43 are words that convey the sense
that the faithfulness of God is not to be
rooted in steadfast unchangeability:

This is what the Lord says—
he who made a way through the sea,
a path through the mighty waters,
who drew out the chariots and horses,
the army and reinforcements together,
and they lay there, never to rise again,
extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:
“Forget the former things;
do not dwell on the past.
See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.
As we face a future with much uncertainty
may we be people who join in with God
doing New Things!
Blessings, Mark

Reflections on Christian Giving in Testing Times
from Rev’d Mark Pengelly
Many people are acutely aware that the issue of finance and money in the life of the
church is an increasing challenge. Financial challenges in our churches post-pandemic are
echoed in our personal situations as well. With dramatic rises in the cost of living and
energy prices climbing at an alarming rate, many people are also facing economic
pressures at home.

Giving as part of our Christian commitment needs careful thought and approaching with
prayerful consideration. Our churches (and most churches) are now beginning to see the
effects of the pandemic affecting the bottom line. This has been a ‘double whammy’:
congregational giving decreased during the lockdowns, especially when we weren’t holding
services, and in many churches our income from lettings has also been seriously affected,
in some cases by up to 90% of pre-pandemic levels.
Around this time of year the Circuit starts to think about its budget for the next financial
year. (Sept 2022 onwards). Those of you who are familiar with Methodist terminology will
know this involves the dreaded ‘A’ word - assessment! Sometimes I’m asked to comment
on giving. I’m normally very reluctant to talk about money publicly, we all know it’s not
easy, and everyone’s situation is different, but in this article I’d like to invite you to once
again think about giving, and also remind you what the assessment is used for.
Firstly, a word about the ‘A’ word!
Just what is the Assessment?
Simply put the assessment is the word we use in Methodism to describe those costs that
we bear collectively as a group of churches - the Circuit. It is the Circuit that takes
responsibility for deploying ministers and other staff across the life of our 8 Methodist
Churches and 5 Ecumencial Partnership Churches. Methodist churches are also part of a
national ‘Connexion’ of churches across Britain. The main source of money for the Circuit
comes from the local churches via your offerings; some of the offering is also used to
maintain the local church building as well. Some are anxious that our money ‘gets sent to
head office’ and then disappears, but the reality is that only around 20% of the money the
Circuit raises is used to support the Connexion and the District, and some of that is used
for mission and grants. The majority of the money is used locally, most of it supporting the
local ministers and lay employees of this Circuit - employing people is a large part of a
budget of many organisations and this is certainly true of the Church. In recent years more
of our key roles are undertaken by paid lay employees as well (in our Circuit in the areas of:
Schools Outreach, Administration, Safeguarding and Finance). This is partly because such
jobs become increasingly onerous and responsible, but also because all Circuit’s find have
found it very difficult to find volunteers. I hope the pie charts (below) will help illustrate
how your money is used.

Secondly, a few of my own thoughts on giving
I’d like to suggest that our giving should be:
Proportionate:
One of the common ways that is used to give people an indication of how much people
might give is to take the weekly amount needed by a church and divide it between the
number of people giving. I’ve never found this helpful. The circumstances and wealth
within any congregation can vary hugely, so I suspect that an averaged weekly amount
makes the poorest feel guilty that they can’t meet the amount and the better off give less
than perhaps they should! Some ask me about tithing as a guide to giving (the Biblical
principle of giving a tenth of one’s income to the Lord). For many years I used the tithe as a
guide for my giving, but having encountered through my ministry serious deprivation and
poverty I now realise I only tithed because I was in the privileged position of being able to
afford it. I feel that tithing for everyone is disproportionate for the poorest - and it might be
appropriate for millionaires to give more than a tenth!
Considered:
It’s for this reason that I commend considered giving as part of our Christian commitment.
Consider what other things you spend money on and ask yourself where in the priorities of
life your giving to God should be placed. Is giving to the church of more or less value to you
than what you spend on: travel, newspapers, meals out, wine(?!), cappuccino, hobbies etc
etc. Not everyone can afford what many might consider luxuries, but many do! These may
or may not be good examples for you but I hope they highlight what I’m trying to
emphasise that giving is not a one size fits all issue. I suggest each of us prayerfully
consider our giving and make that consideration an ongoing annual event.
Planned:
Having given considered thought, think about how you will give to God. It’s part of our
spiritual discipline and growth. I’m suggesting that if possible all such giving be thought
about and planned, as part of an overall approach to our Christian commitment. Think
carefully about the mechanics of such giving. At this financially difficult time our Churches
desperately need regular committed giving. This is just as important as the amount given,
and has been highlighted by reduced collections during the time when our Churches were
not able to open their doors. Planned giving by standing order, cheque or by using giving
envelopes helps ensure your giving is regular across the year. Your church treasurers would
be delighted to answer your questions about this if you don’t currently use such aids. Don’t
forget if you are a taxpayer to use the gift aid scheme, it makes a big difference to church
income. These arrangements are confidential, easy and flexible to arrange.

Despite the challenges we face I am reminded that our faith is founded on the fact that
even in the face of death there is new, resurrection life to be found. God’s faithfulness and
provision will continue; of that I am sure. “Faith, hope and love abide…”
With sincere thanks for your ongoing support, Mark Pengelly

SONGS OF EASTER – Foreword by Jonathan Veira
Roger Jones has been writing songs and musicals for as long as I can remember and has
impacted large sections of the modern church with his individual and infectious style.
His main purpose in writing has always been aimed at furthering the narrative and cause
of the Gospel of Jesus and of providing the local church with resources both musically
and textually. He has certainly achieved this - recently culminating in his award from the
Archbishop of Canterbury for his contribution to worship within the church over many
decades.
I would challenge most people within the modern evangelical tradition to NOT know a
song or hymn penned by Roger over these extraordinarily artistically creative years in his
ministry and the tradition continues in this new collection ‘Songs for Easter’.
For me what comes across in this lovely selection of songs is Roger’s personal faith
journey as a musician / writer and as a father, husband and Anglican lay preacher. There
is nothing more potent in writing terms than when you realise that these songs
ACTUALLY mean something to the person who has written them!
Also, it is noteworthy to remark on the ‘playability ‘and ‘sing ability’ of Roger’s
compositions, which makes them more or less ready for the average church music
group / ensemble. With the possible exception of some of the more intricate brass
writing, these songs are able to be approached by a four-piece (piano, bass drums,
guitar) group which most churches could supply. (With apologies to those who have but
one solitary and faithful player of keyboard or guitar!)
It is also worthy of note that though this presents as a group of songs that can be sung
together, they can quite easily be taken out and used individually and NOT just at Easter
time!
As to the songs themselves we find a varied selection here that go from ballad (‘See How
He Dies’) to choral (‘Beneath the Cross’) to a bit of jazz (‘Our Emmaus Road’).
There are a lot of songs with good old four-part choral
singing which would suit the more traditional church choir
settings and many churches I’m sure will be thankful for
this new resource for this Easter and beyond. There is a
happy preponderance of older hymn lyrics reimagined
which gives a gravitas to the writing - ‘Amazing Grace’,
‘Lead us Heavenly Father Lead Us’, ‘Look Ye Saints’.
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However it is always in good balance with a lot of new lyrics - ‘A Stranger Walked’, ‘Your
Love Reaches’ , ‘Words of Tenderness’ and some really stand out tracks that take your
breath away in their expression of things deeply moving and sometimes hugely personal
that Roger has shared with all of us and so many will identify with (‘Birthed in Tears’).
Roger is a man I have had the pleasure of knowing for many years now as a friend and
colleague and has shown himself to be a man with the deepest integrity in his life, faith,
and ministry. He loves his wife, his family and his Lord and simply seeks to carry this
ministry on in life and faith until he can no longer pick up a pen to write or use his
imagination and creativity to benefit the church throughout this country and across the
world.
I heartily recommend this collection ‘Songs of Easter’.

Jonathan Veira BA, MA (Hons)

Sunrise over Clements Green
Creek – January 2022
Mike Fogg

Reminiscences of a Methodist preacher

7: Laughable plans

There’s an old Yiddish saying “ Der mentsh trakht und Gott lakht” ("Man plans and God
laughs"). An expanded version - “How do you make God laugh? Tell Him your plans” - has
been quoted by various celebrities, including Woody Allen and Ken Dodd.
My Reminiscence No.6 ended with good news - Pam and I became engaged on Christmas
Day 1963 – and with a question – “How did I come to spend 24 years (1963-1987) as a
Marconi employee?”
We were married on September 19th 1964 at Bourne
Memorial Methodist Church, Reading, which was full
of children and adults. We still have a recording of the
first hymn - “Praise my soul the King of heaven” - and
of our exchange of vows, recorded on a reel-to-reel
tape recorder by my younger brother, who also played
the “home-built” organ (Reminiscence No.5). We
honeymooned at Vose Farm, Tregony, near the Cornish
south coast. The farmer, Bernard, was married to
Betty, the daughter of a distant relative and close
friend of my mother. Betty and Bernard’s wedding gift to us was to be their guests. (It was
then a working farm, but is now occupied by a campsite and self-catering holiday cottages).
September 1964 is on record as exceptionally warm and sunny. We spent much of our time
at the almost deserted Hemmick Beach. One day we decided to walk from the beach to
Dodman Point (about 1½ miles east along the coastal path, and the highest point of
Cornwall’s south coast) where there is a large granite cross. A local
minister, Rev. G. Martin, provided it as a navigation aid for sailors. The
base is inscribed with these words: “In the firm hope of the second
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and for the encouragement of those
who strive to serve him, this cross is erected AD 1896”.
When we had climbed the first rise in the path from the beach, we
could see the cross – it didn’t seem so far. But the coast path rose and
fell. We would lose sight of the cross in the dips, and faced a hard climb
before we could see it again. But at last we were there, to rest at the foot of the cross
before returning to our starting point. That experience made a deep impression on me
which has stayed with me as a parable of Christian life.
After a wonderful week we went back to Reading, to return my parents car which they had
loaned to us, to say goodbye to families and friends, and travel to our new home in
Braintree. We then had a week in which to get organised before I returned to Marconi the
following Monday, for Pam to get her bearings, and to locate the essential services we
would need. Before long we had been warmly welcomed at Braintree Methodist Church in
Rayne Road.
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Pam became involved in the Sunday School and I was enrolled in the choir as a tenor. Earlier
in 1964 I had been accredited as a Local Preacher in the Reading Circuit and was transferred
as a Local Preacher to the Chelmsford Circuit: my first appointment in the Circuit was at
6.30pm on October 11th 1964 at Hall Street, Chelmsford. The text was Matthew 6:33 - “Seek
first the Kingdom of God”.
So far so good! But at the start of this reminiscence I posed a question; “How did I come to
spend 24 years (1963-1987) as a Marconi employee?”
In 1963 I had been sure that my time at Marconi would be just long enough to provide the
technical experience I would need to become involved in what I believed I was being called
to – involvement in Christian Broadcasting. How could I have been so wrong? How had I
come to believe that my faith and my engineering could be so directly linked? Had I lost my
way in one of the low points of the coastal path towards the Cross?
Yet it is only now, with the experience of many years behind me, that I can begin to see that
I was still on the path which I needed to follow. What I had been totally unable to grasp was
the true nature of the destination to which that path was leading me. All I can do is to try to
summarize how the many and varied experiences of those 24 years were changing me,
challenging assumptions, overturning preconceptions. I’ll do my best in my next
Reminiscence to describe some of those experiences and their impact upon me.
There’s a chorus which sums up the lessons I had to learn in those 24 years:
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Break me, melt me, mould me, fill me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
I have met Christians who seem to believe that God’s call and the gifts of the Spirit are to be
experienced only in a certain way which happens to coincide with their own experience.
But we read in the Bible of many different ways of being called, many different experiences
of the Spirit - and the timescales vary considerably.
It has been estimated that Moses spent 40 years as a shepherd for his father-in-law Jethro
before his call to return to Egypt and face up to Pharaoh.
After Paul’s Damascus Road experience (Acts 9: 3-6), it is estimated that 13 years passed
before Barnabas went to look for him and found him in Tarsus, to which he had returned
and probably resumed his trade as a tent maker (Acts 18:1-3). Barnabas persuaded Paul to
come with him to Antioch to assist him in mission (Acts 11:25-26).
The Greek word used in Mark 6:3 and Matthew 13:55 to describe the trade in which Jesus
had been trained is “tekton”, a skilled craftsman who could work in wood or building
materials. His training may well have begun at age 12, 18-20 years before he was baptized
by John and began his ministry (Luke 3:23).
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BUT
Samuel was a boy (perhaps about 11) when he received his
calling (1 Samuel:3:1-10).
Jeremiah was a young man who worried that he was too
young to undertake what God was calling him to be (Jeremiah
1:6-10).
Could God have been laughing at my plans?

David Dickens

March 2022

I came to the Chelmsford circuit in September 2010, ready to serve for 5 years in the
Maldon section of the circuit so, until 2015. Now, in 2022, I am still here.
5 years of working full time extended into 7 years, with an extension of 2 years working
part time – despite the reservations of some, that I wouldn’t be able to do the work “part
time”. In 2017 I officially “sat down” – that is, retired, although as my family would tell you,
I’ve never been very good at sitting down!
In all those years, I relished being a circuit minister, getting to know the different churches
in the circuit, leading Sunday worship and midweek meetings – but there was just one
church in the circuit at which I was never planned to lead worship, a church which I never
got to visit for any reason....... an omission which has just been rectified, as I was recently
planned to lead worship there – Hall Street.
Among the congregation there I saw a familiar face – someone who had been worshipping
at Maldon when I first arrived in the circuit. For me, this was an affirmation and a
recognition that “connexion”, as it is known in Methodism, continues – that we are
connected, though we worship in different buildings, may have different ways of doing
things – connected by our faith in our wonderful God, who never leaves us, always sustains
us, is always leading us on.
John Wesley once said “the world is my parish” – meaning that for him, preaching the
gospel was not confined to church buildings, but should be practised wherever life took
him. Well, I don’t foresee moving house again, so I guess that this outpost of the
Chelmsford circuit is where I am meant to be!
Revd. Sue King

"Towards One World" at Trinity
The last Circuit Newsletter gave details of Trinity's new project, which was launched in
mid-December. You may recall that we have committed to fund, over a period of two years
or so, the purchase of twenty bicycles for the use of Zimbabwean Methodist ministers,
who are often in impoverished circumstances.
With the approval of our member, Sheila Mukumba, we are now bringing you fuller details
of the rationale behind Seed of Grace, her project that is addressing this issue.
(Please note that the article in the last newsletter ended by giving a web address,
ostensibly for Seed of Grace, but, in fact, for a completely different project!)
Should any churches or individual members in the Circuit wish to join us in our Towards
One World project, you are welcome to contact me on 01245 420405 to discuss how we
might facilitate this.
Jeff Green

SEED OF GRACE
What is SEED OF GRACE?
SEED OF GRACE is an initiative to assist Methodist Ministers in Zimbabwe with monetary
and moral support. SEED of GRACE aims to work with ministers in challenging personal or
financial situations through the “SPONSOR A METHODIST MINISTER in ZIMBABWE”
platform. The sponsorship could be short, medium and long-term. The sponsorship could
be time limited and located in a circuit and not necessarily to a Minister.
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Challenges faced by Methodist Ministers in Zimbabwe
1

2

3

The political and economic situation in Zimbabwe is complex. In the past 18 months,
it has been compounded by the global Covid 19 pandemic. Methodist Ministers
stipends are low. A sizeable percentage of Ministers are working in a state of abject
poverty. Generally, in Zimbabwe, the disparity between earnings and costs of living is
too wide.
Methodist Ministers’ children receive free and/or subsidised school fees at Methodist
Schools. However, because of the geographical spread of the Church stations and
Methodist Schools, not all Ministers’ children benefit from the scheme. Some
Ministers end up paying their own children’s fees.
It is estimated that 60% of Zimbabwe population live in rural areas. There is no
reliable public transport network. Ministers often walk in excess of 20km to Church
Services, funerals and to provide pastoral care to their congregants. Reliable forms of
transport would greatly help Ministers in the discharge of their duties.

How does “Sponsor a Methodist Minister” Initiative work?
Referrals for sponsorship could be made by the individual minister, the Superintendent or
the circuit. The referral will be received by The Sponsorship Committee who will seek to
understand the situation and clarify the exact nature of the support required. Visits and
further necessary information may be sort before a decision for sponsorship is agreed. The
Sponsor will be provided with direct contact details of the Minister they will sponsor to
negotiate and arrange how the support will be administered.
Criteria for Sponsorship
1.

The scheme is open to ministers in difficult and/or remote situations.

2.

A written submission of the personal or circuit situation/location and the reasons for
seeking sponsorship with necessary supporting evidence.

3.

A supporting statement from the Superintendent or circuit may be required.

4.

Sponsorship may be a one-off donation, short- or long-term support subject to
regular reviews.

5.

There is no stipulated amount, time or financial limit to the level of sponsorship. It is
subject to sponsor affordability and/or subject to negotiation between sponsor and
sponsored.
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SEED OF GRACE GROUP requests that the sponsor subscribe to the aims of this initiative
and help to
•

Cross pollinate of good practice

•

Share individual success stories, progress and challenges

•

Recognise individual sponsor hurdles and limits

•

Create a data base of sponsors and sponsored over time

Working directly with an individual Minister in the remote areas of Zimbabwe, the
sponsor is provided with an opportunity to foster closer ties with those in need thus
getting closer to the wider family of God.
How can you help?
1.

Give a one- off donation of an amount of your choice.

2.

Work with others in a group to sponsor large projects.

3.

Help twin a Church community in Britain with a Church community in Zimbabwe
for mutual partnerships

4.

Foster long term relationships with Ministers and circuits in Zimbabwe

Please note that this initiative is it’s in its infancy and we welcome positive comments
and help to grow it to become the best it can be in offering support to needy ministers
and circuits in Zimbabwe. For any enquiries, please contact Sheila Mukumba on.
Telephone/WhatsApp: 00-44-7733 327815
Email: mukumbasheila@gmail.com

You can see the full brochure:
https://www.trinitymethodistchelmsford.org/our-charities/

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran
up to him and fell on his knees before
Him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what
must I do to inherit eternal life?” “Why
do you call me good?” Jesus answered.
“No one is good—except God alone.
You know the commandments: ‘You
shall not murder, you shall not commit
adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not
give false testimony, you shall not defraud,
honor your father and mother.’” “Teacher,”
he declared, “all these I have kept since I was
a boy.” Jesus looked at him and loved
him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come,
follow me.” At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the
kingdom of God!” The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children,
how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of
a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” The disciples were
even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?” Jesus looked at them
and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”
Mark 10:17-27.
Dear Friends
In a world steeped in falsehood & lies, the one thing we can always rely on Jesus to do is to
tell the truth. A fact which is sometimes as disturbing as it is comforting. Especially when it
spotlights the one thing we most need to give up, in order to secure the one thing we most
need to have. Which is freedom in Christ! The only freedom worth knowing. The only
freedom which He alone has the power & authority to give to us. As Jesus, Himself, states in
John 8:36 - ‘If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.’ Nb. Not free from the rigours
& difficulties of life but free to be who we really are in God! I.e. The very best of ourselves
fully realised in the very best of Him. Something the rich young ruler failed to appreciate,
blinded as he was by his rigorous & legalistic adherence to the law of Moses. The premise
upon which he believed his place in God’s eternal Kingdom was an ‘automatic given.’
Hence his willingness to list what he saw as, ‘his many & varied credentials,’ when asked by
Jesus to do so.
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Sufficient to say his ‘good works,’ as commendable as they were at one level, were never,
in the end, going to save him, were they? Never, in the final analysis, ever going to set
him free. Much as he’d convinced himself to the contrary. That’s because, as the apostle
Paul points out in Ephesians
2:8-9 ‘It is by grace you have been
saved, through faith & this
not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God, not by works, so
that no one can boast.’
The truth hurts sometimes,
doesn’t it? Especially the
truth that is spoken in love.
The exact same truth by
which Jesus confronted the
rich young ruler in today’s
story. Nb. Not with a view to calling into question the sincerity of his religious fervour but
with a view to helping him understand that the key to true spiritual liberty is discovered
not as a result of what we’re determined to hold on to but rather, as a consequence, of
what, for His sake, we’re prepared to relinquish. As the late Jim Elliot puts it ‘He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.’
With love from us all here at Christ Church, Coggeshall,
John.

What would be in your scrapbook?
“Let’s get on and do stuff”
Some of you know that I am undertaking research into the history of the retailers in
Woodham Ferrers and South Woodham Ferrers. One of the fascinating documents that
came to note was a “Scrapbook” undertaken in 1965 by the Women’s Institute in the then
village of South Woodham Ferrers. It has contributions from a number of people and a very
grainy photograph of Mrs Lumley’s shop. Mrs Lumley died in the last days of 1943 and in
1965 the shop was still as it was, the Scrapbook text says:
“This mysterious village shop has not be open for over 20 years, though faded
packets and cartons remain on display festooned with cobwebs; curled up brown
photos adorn the battered show case.”
An Estate Agents eventually moved in in 1979, you can imagine what a time capsule the
shop would have been!
This leads me to consider whether our churches and our circuit should create a Lockdown
Scrapbooks, for in years to come children will be incredulous when their parents tell them
about the fact that we were “not allowed” to travel anywhere or go out for more than one
walk each, that we had to wear face masks and stand six feet apart. They won’t believe
that shop, businesses, Churches and even pubs were closed. “What did you do?” they may
ask, how did you cope? What about Match of the day? Did the Archers still run? Was there
still food in the shops?
The parallel here is the questions we asked our
parents about WW2! My Dad told of his
evacuation and of later riding his bike home at
night amongst the smoke deliberately created
to hide the town from bombers and all of a
sudden crashing into the wall on the wrong
side of the street.
It strikes me a good “coming together”
exercise now that people are emerging from
hibernation, from the winter of covid,
something that old and young can be
involved in! So let’s make our own history
today and save it for future generations!
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OK, so that’s one thing. For me, the next thing we need to mobilise on are Church events.
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee is one focus and we could have a circuit event to show off
the scrapbooks. But let’s not stop there. Let’s plan our May Fairs, our Strawberry Teas and
our musical events. Let’s get on and “do stuff”, lets show the world that like the daffodils
and tulips we are emerging from the winter of covid in all our colours to work for the
Glory of God.

Sunrise at South Woodham Ferrers, in early January 2022. You can see the globe of the sun
arising near Ashingdon church, people walking in the mist and I was fortunate that a dog
disturbed the flock of birds at the right moment for me.

Mike Fogg

An Unexpected
Silver Lining
The closing chapter of the
Methodist Church in the Street,
Hatfield Peverel has been coming
towards us for a while. There was
an outburst of sentiment and
reminiscing from the local
community when the 50/50
auction sign went up, but that
soon quietened down as the
purchaser’s intention to retain the building as a place of worship was made known.
A small unexpected silver lining in the storm clouds of this transition has been the
discovery of a large box of church Good News Bibles, including a lectern bible, all with the
dedication as photographed. Clearly, Boggis would not be a difficult name to research, and
from the Essex Constabulary Records the following came to light:
Police Constable Basil John Boggis was the son of John Sydney and Violet Edith Boggis
and was born on 27th August 1915 in East Ham, London E6. He had been employed as a
joiner with B. G. Brooks Ltd of Barkingside before joining Essex County Constabulary on
13th June 1938.
After training at Headquarters he was posted to Braintree from 6th August 1938. On 4th
September 1939 (the day after the war broke out) Basil was transferred to Witham, and it
was while there he married Hilda Victoria Boggis of Hatfield Peverel. His final posting was
to Steeple Bumpstead on 12th September 1940. He remained there until leaving the police
on 13th September 1943.
The following day he joined the army. Basil Boggis was killed in action on Monday, 2nd
October 1944, whilst serving as Lance Corporal 14664830 with 3rd Battalion, Irish Guards.
He was aged 29. He was buried in grave 11. A. 7. at Arnhem Oosterbeek War Cemetery in
The Netherlands.
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The 3rd Irish Guards formed part of the 32nd Guards Infantry Brigade. They were part
of the ground force that was held up on the way to connect with the Airborne troops at
Arnhem. They eventually reached Eindhoven and via a hastily constructed bailey
|Bridge, crossed the Wilhelmina Bridge and got the Nijmegen. Here they delayed again
as the bridge there had not been taken. All too late, the Airborne were forced to
surrender and on 25th September it was all over. The 3rd Irish Guards were somewhere
between Elst and Bemmel when the Germans counter-attacked to force the Allies off
"The Island", the low lying area between the Waal at Nijmegen and the Neder Rijn at
Arnhem. It seems that Basil, with 5 comrades, was killed near Aam.
Basil is included in the list of names read out at the November Service of
Remembrance at Hatfield Peverel Parish church. You can see camera footage of a
contemporary action of the 3rd Irish Guards on Youtube. It is not known whether there
are any remaining family. It’s assumed that Hilda didn’t remarry and was a member of
HPMC and the bibles were dedicated in her memory some time after 1989. Sadly,
there is no one left at our Hatfield Peverel congregation to provide more detail about
this lady.
From the foreword of the Bible:….trust that people everywhere……will find a
saving hope through faith in God who made possible this message of Good News for all
people.
John Clemo

As part of clearing Hatfield Peverel Church
prior to its sale we have a number of
books that we would be happy to pass on
to another church or organisation who
could use them. We have the following:
9 NRSV Bibles
33 Complete Mission Praise Hymn books.
7 Complete Mission Praise large print.
2 Complete Mission Praise music editions (one very worn)
8 Hymns & Psalms large print (3 different styles).
If anyone is interested please contact Jeff Hosking at jeffhosking@hotmail.com or
on 0745 401 9440.
Thanks
Jeff

WEEKLY PRAYERS
Join us for prayers and quiet contemplation.
7pm Wednesdays with Ramona Samuel— Ramona’s Facebook
6pm Friday with Rev. Mark Pengelly—Mark’s Facebook

(Subject to holidays and day’s off. These will confirmed
each week on
Individual Facebook and The Circuit Facebook Pages.

https://www.facebook.com/chelmsfordcircuit/

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
The next Circuit Meetings are on
Thursday 26th May 2022—Broomfield Methodist Church
Wednesday 14th September 2022—Maldon Methodist Church
7.15pm for 7.30pm

Thank you for reading this newsletter.
This is YOUR Newsletter and we welcome and encourage
all members to participate.
A big thank you to all those who have contributed to our newsletter.
It’s very much appreciated and good to share within the Circuit.

Circuit Administrator: Karen Murrell.
Email: karen.murrell@chelmsfordcircuit.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/chelmsfordcircuit
http://www.chelmsfordcircuit.co.uk

‘Share your news’
Deadline for
May & June 22
to Karen by Mid
April at latest.

