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There's been a slight flurry of activity in the last week relating to
people looking forward to holidays. Some brave members of my family
have actually booked for the Med in the Autumn; others are thinking
of more modest trips, perhaps to Scotland and Sheridan and I will be
desperate to visit our daughter and son-in-law's new home that
they've just moved into down in Somerset!
Whether it's a walk around your local beauty-spot or the longest
excursion to the furthest reaches of the earth, people the world over
know the joy, pleasure and excitement of making journeys.
For some, like me, who up until recently have been able to travel with hardly a second
thought, the restrictions of lockdown have highlighted that such
things are not to be taken for granted, and of course are not
possible for some at all.
Methodism was born not only in song, but also in traveling - with
the gospel. John Wesley is believed to have travelled a quarter of
a million miles, on horseback, 10 times around the circumference
of the planet! Wesley encouraged his first deputies to be
preachers who travelled as well, they rode round a 'circuit' of
locations, a name which still dominates the way Methodists work
to this day. Many of the ministers of the church are expected to
be itinerant, not staying in one place for ever, but moving on from time to time.
Many people find it a very strange feature of the church, but of course it has echoes in the
ministry of Jesus who declared: “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man
has no place to lay his head.” (Matthew 8), and by the time you have read this I will have
preached on Mark 8 where Jesus calls his disciples to follow him. He is very clear that it
won't be an easy journey, following Jesus will involve picking up a cross and following him.
We so often perhaps associate journeying with pleasant trips, but for refugees, those fleeing
from war, those who find themselves homeless, journeying can be a fearsome, not fair
prospect. We often talk about 'journeying' through lent with Jesus, and we know that the
journey of Jesus toward Easter was a great challenge. Whatever journeying means to you, it
seems there is little doubt that Christian faith requires us to be people who are not static,
but on a journey of discipleship, encountering new markers of faith on our way.
Go well this Easter.

By now, most of you would have heard that I will be on sabbatical beginning March 2021
until May 2021. Some of you may be wondering, what is a sabbatical and why do
Ministers have them. Sabbaticals are a required part of a presbyter's or deacon’s
performance of his or her duties. For Methodist presbyters and deacons, a sabbatical is a
period of release from ordinary ministerial duties, in addition to normal holidays, for the
purpose of pursuing an approved programme of study, research, work or experience. It is
intended as a time for re-equipping, refreshment, and renewal.
For starter, I had to present a proposal to the District’s sabbatical committee for approval,
which included how I intended to use my sabbatical, and detailing plans for the duration.
The timing also had to be approved. Initially, I was due to be on sabbatical from January of
this year, but due to the Covid situation, asked permission to defer until March, and that
was approved. So, what are my plans?
For the moment, plans are all up in the air because the main part of sabbatical involved
travelling back to my country of birth, Dominica, where I hoped to do a pilgrimage of
sorts. The theme for my sabbatical is around identity and belonging, and so I wanted to
explore my roots with the view to getting a better understanding of who I am and how
that impacts the way I engage in ministry. I also intended to do a couple of retreats here
in the UK, one of which would be to immerse myself within a Retreat community to
explore contemplative ministry with the view to leading retreats in the future.
Covid means that there is a strong possibility that I may not be able to do those things, so
I am in the process of working out what shape my sabbatical will take in the light of Covid.
One thing that will not be affected is that I will be doing a lot of creative stuff, including
working on a book about prayer. I would really value your prayers as I try to make the best
of this situation, and that I would get a chance to travel so that I get to see family in
Antigua, which I am longing for. I will be blogging throughout the sabbatical, so you can
follow my journey, should you so desire.
The link to my blogpost is https://islandgirlinthewest.wordpress.com/
Blessings
Ramona

Introducing our new
CIRCUIT SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Hello and happy new year!
I am Esther Burton, the newly appointed
Circuit Safeguarding Officer for the
Chelmsford Methodist Circuit.
For some I may be a familiar face and to
others I am not. I have been worshipping
within this circuit since 2009 and am a
member of Hatfield Peverel’s Reality Church. I am married to David Burton, who is a local
preacher in the Circuit and have two children who keep me on my toes!
My background is as a primary teacher and since 2010 working specifically with vulnerable
children and their families. I have held safeguarding focused positions in the education
sector for over 10 years.
I am excited to be taking on this role in the Chelmsford Circuit and look forward to working
with the fantastic team across the Circuit in creating and delivering a positive and safe
environment for everyone. If you require support regarding safeguarding, please do not
hesitate to get in touch.

The contact details for me are: safeguarding@chelmsfordcircuit.org.uk
or 07511563919
Messages can be left using the above details and I will respond as soon as possible.

I’m sure we would all normally Support Christian Aid in our daily lives at church
but the pandemic has had a detrimental affect on all charities so please consider
supporting them through this difficult period.

Lent and Easter Appeal
Celebrate our 75th anniversary with a gift which will enable us to face our greatest
challenge of all, the climate crisis.
This year we are celebrating 75 years of Christian Aid. Together, we have helped people
triumph in the face of the impossible. Whatever it took, we refused to give in. And that’s as
true today as it ever was. The battle for climate justice will need us all to play our part.
This Lent and Easter, you can help your global neighbours who are facing the devastating
crises caused by climate change – in the midst of the worldwide pandemic.
Ending apartheid seemed a distant dream. Not to Christian Aid supporters. Fairtrade
looked like an impossibility. You didn’t believe it. Our broken climate? It’s almost as if
everything we have achieved together over the past 75 years has been preparing us for
the greatest of challenges.
Read more and donate via their secure website.

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/

Hello Lovely People
Thank goodness we are turning the corner into spring and there is a
light at the end of the tunnel for coming out of lockdown. Yet, it has
not all been doom and gloom…
A very positive thing to come out of this lock down for me was the
Methodist Way of Life course that I led on zoom. We explored one
commitment per week to discuss over four weeks: worship; learning
and caring; service; and evangelism. Our group was a mixture of
Methodist members from different churches and non-believers who
were joining us to find out more about Methodism. There were some really inspiring
conversations and ideas that not only deepened my understanding of my faith but also
gave real hope to church life after the pandemic. One thing that really stood out as a direct
response to the course was the engagement with the main Methodist website
www.methodist.org.uk . We each visited the “work” section and chose an area of mission
or charity work that we would like to explore and support. I had very positive feedback
from the group who had done this. A few people commented particularly on the work of
JPIT and had signed up for their news emails.
I wonder how many of you have had chance to read the little booklet that
talks about the Methodist Way of Life? If you don’t have one, all the
information is on the national website. It offers a framework to enable us
to all respond to Our Calling in such imaginative ways. It also encourages us
to work with a partner, or small group, to reflect with and encourage one
another. Perhaps we can do that soon in our gardens?
As ever, it is a joy to be with you when we worship on line. In the
meantime I will leave you with the booklet’s closing prayer.
Holy God, we praise you for all that you are.
We thank you for the love we witness through
the ebb and flow of cosmic rhythms.
We thank you for the grace that you show to us as
individuals.
Give to us courage to enact a way of life to which
you have called us.
Give us boldness to be holy people,
called to serve the world.
May we be kingdom people who always dare to live and speak out,
motivated by our faith in you, our loving God for ALL.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen

God bless you all, you are all so dear and special.
Love
Heather x (student minister)

Reminiscences of a Methodist Preacher
The first act of worship I have on record as having led as an on-trial Local Preacher was on
Sunday August 19th 1962, at a chapel in Three Mile Cross, a village so named because it is
three miles south of Reading town centre. The text was Hebrews 12:2: “Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith”. I was then 25; and here I am now, 59 years nearer the finish line!
In my first memories of worship, I was a young Sunday School pupil at Cumberland Road
Methodist Church, on the eastern side of Reading. It was a large “Prim” chapel, with a big
organ at the East end, with choir pews on either side of the organ. In front of them, high
and lifted up, was a large pulpit with a railed-off table in front. On reflection, it seemed to
suggest where in that tradition preaching and hymn singing ranked in comparison with the
celebration of the Lord’s Supper!
But my childish interest was mainly absorbed by two doors in the walls either side of the
organ, at the rear of the choir pews. When the (not robed!) choir entered, half of them
appeared through one of the doors (I can’t remember whether it was the left door or the
right). The other half rose up behind the choir pews the other side of the organ. Never did I
see anyone come through the door on that side. I leave you to ponder how my childish
imagination ran riot as to what lay beyond that door!
It was years before I realised that for the sake of symmetry to the left and right of the
organ, one of the doors was in fact a wall painting! Half of the choir rose up on a staircase
between the fake door and the back of the choir pews!
I have never had occasion to use that as a sermon illustration – but perhaps it is sometimes
true that, faced with doubt or difficulty with certain aspects of faith, we avoid examining
the challenge at depth, despite the probability that by doing so we would grow to a deeper
understanding.
Instead, we create a false symmetry. We bypass the challenge rather than seek to realize
the deeper truth to which God is leading us.

Cumberland Road Reading Photo by Andrew Smith

Interior of the church in Cumberland Road as it

The church, on the right, is now a Sikh Gurdwara.

was when I was a child in Sunday School

David Dickens January 2021

More reminiscences in the next Newsletter

Don’t miss the opportunity to catch up on our church history

‘From High Street to Trinity’
Over the years I have prepared several items for
inclusion in Trinity News on such items
as Church History and general activities. Copies of
these are included in a file in the Office and the file
was handed to the Revd Mark Pengelly on his arrival.
He suggested that in some way, these papers could
be up-dated and revised and included In some form
of booklet. During the first lockdown I committed
myself (with considerable support from Maureen) to
bringing together, that which I had already prepared
and then bringing it all up to-date with further pages
and finally presenting it as a small booklet. The
booklet is entitled ‘From High Street to Trinity’ and
includes items of historic interest from the
Archives, together with items as recalled by Beryl
Kemp, some pages on what has happened over the
years and finally a few pages of personal memories. I
was a Senior Steward in the Circuit for many years so you may remember me.
Keith Byatt
If you would like a copy of Keith’s book PRICE £2 + £65p please email the Circuit Office and
Karen will arrange to post you a copy.
Email: chelmsford.circuit@gmail.com

SIGNS OF SPRING

Photos courtesy of Mike Fogg

“Please Look
After
yourselves”!

Children and Young People’s
Mental Health Awareness during Lockdown.
Being isolated, not going to school and being asked to stay safe at home has a become a
really big problem for many children and young people, with it having effects on their
mental health and well-being.
HRH The Duchess of Cambridge is the patron for the charity Place2Be and they launched
their Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week campaign, on the 1-7th February 2021,
and this years focus was to ‘Express Yourself’….
“The importance of children and young people's mental health has never been more
critical, particularly with what we're all currently going through with the pandemic.
With schools shut for most pupils right now, the way we are living our lives couldn't be
more different.” - Place2BE.
With Children and Young People experiencing every kind of emotion during lockdown, it’s
really important that they are able to express these feelings.
Exploring ways for them to express themselves is particularly important at a time when
they are missing many activities and hobbies that usually make them feel good.
For every way you are feeling, there is a way to express it through either writing, dancing,
drawing, singing from what you wear to how you style your hair!
Speaking to others and through prayer children can also express and explore these feelings
they are experiencing and trying to make sense of.
At Reality Church the Children’s Ministry team have been working on and recording
short assemblies for the local school in Hatfield Peveral, with other schools in Maldon
and South Woodham Ferrers also being interested in using them.
We have produced videos on issues that the children and young people are struggling with
during the lockdown including, Connections, Relationships, Resilience and Change.
Using examples from Parables and Miracles in The Bible we are trying to help the children
to adapt to the unexpected situations that they are finding themselves in and offering
them practical ways to be able to move forward, to stay connected with family and friends,
to become more resilient and to share their examples and experiences with others.
Continued/…...

Deuteronomy 31:8
“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with
you, he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not
be afraid, do not be discouraged”. ( NIV)

Helpful ways to support Children’s Mental
Health and build Resilience;
Keep Connected.
Look after yourself.
Challenge your mindset.
Take a moment and each day as it comes.
Talk things over and pray.
Get Active.
Make a difference.
Look on the bright side and find time for fun.
Be kind to others.
Have goals.
Sandie. (Schools, Youth and Family Worker.)
childline.org.uk
A prayer for the beginning of Lent, written and read by Carolyn Lawrence,
Vice-President of the Conference
17 February 2021
From the Methodist Church website www.methodist.org.uk
As we stand at the beginning of this Lent season
We reflect on the time Jesus spent in the wilderness and the temptations he faced there
The lure of finding his satisfaction, success and significance outside of God
Lord we pray that as you stood firmly against temptation
That you will help us to make good choices in our own lives
Help us to look to you for our comfort and satisfaction

For our sense of purpose and for our value and significance
May we be given the strength to think, speak and act in ways that bring glory to your
name and demonstrate your love to those around us
In Jesus’ name

TOWARDS SWEET MEMORIES
MY WHOLE LIFE CHANGED IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE ALL THAT I WANTED TO DO WAS CRY.
WHERE WOULD I GO? WHAT WOULD I DO? MY DARLING, NOW THAT I HAVE LOST YOU.
I STILL FIND IT HARD TO ADMIT THAT YOU'VE GONE.

MY LIFE WENT DARK WHERE ONCE IT HAD SHONE.
SUCH LOSS WAS MORE THAN I COULD BEAR,
HOW COULD I COPE - WITH YOU NOT THERE?
IN MY TORMENT - I SCREAMED AT GOD ABOVE
“WHY WOULD YOU TAKE THE ONE THAT I LOVE?
MY LIFE, THROUGH MY LOSS, WAS OUT OF CONTROL,
PLEASE - DEAR GOD –EASE MY ACHING SOUL.
THE PAIN OF GRIEF HAD BROKEN MY HEART
I NEED SOME HELP - TO MAKE A NEW START”.
IS A 'NEW START’ BEYOND MY REACH?
BEREAVEMENT, TO ME, IS AKIN TO A BEACH WHERE I AM PADDLING ALONG A FINE NARROW LEDGE,

LIFE'S WAVES WASH MY FEET AT THE DEEP WATERS EDGE.
AN OCCASIONAL LARGE WAVE WILL KNOCK ME RIGHT DOWN.
I HAVE TO BE CAREFUL – I FEAR I MAY DROWN.
I AM TIRED, EXHAUSTED, LIFE’S PLEASURE HAS GONE,
BUT I KNOW THAT IT'S TIME - FOR ME TO MOVE ON.
I'LL NEVER FORGET YOU – BUT I WILL LOSE THIS PAIN.
AND WHEN I CROSS OVER – WE'LL MEET AGAIN.
MICHAEL ROLPH.

‘More than just a man.’
Reading.
‘Six days later Jesus took Peter & the
two brothers, James & John & led them
up a high mountain to be alone. As the
men watched Jesus’ appearance was
transformed so that His face shone like
the sun & His clothes became as white
as light. Suddenly, Moses & Elijah appeared & began talking with Jesus.
Peter exclaimed, “Lord, it’s wonderful for us to be here! If you want, I’ll make three
shelters as memorials - one for you, one for Moses & one for Elijah.”
But even as he spoke, a bright cloud said, “This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me
great joy. Listen to Him.” The disciples were terrified & fell face down on the ground. Then
Jesus came over & touched them. “Get up,” He said. “Don’t be afraid.” And when they
looked, Moses & Elijah were gone & they saw only Jesus.’
Matthew 17:1-8. NLT.
Dear Friends,
As the season of Lent starts to gather momentum, (that 40 day period between Ash
Wednesday & Easter Sunday, when, if we so choose, our attention is focused on giving up
what ultimately we cannot keep, in order to gain that which we can never lose), what does
the mountain top experience of ‘Jesus’ Transformation’ in the presence of Peter, James &
John, offer us by way of strength for today & bright hope for tomorrow? That not only is
there far more to life than meets the eye but also there are better & more glorious days
ahead, for all whose confidence & trust is in the Lord!
I.e. The God who, according to Psalm 145:17 - ‘Is just in
all His actions & exhibits love in all He does.’ In this
regard Christian song writer Babbie Mason notes - ‘God
is too wise to be mistaken. God is too good to be
unkind. So when you don’t understand. When you
don’t see His plan. When you can’t trace His hand.
Trust His heart. Trust His heart.
More to life than meets the eye? Better & more glorious
days ahead? Hard, if not impossible to imagine! Especially in light of the difficulties &
challenges we’re all currently facing. Difficulties & challenges, take note, from which there
is always a way out! If we would but heed God’s invitation to join Him on the mountain top
experience of ‘His Glory Revealed.’ The place where the air is fresh, the view crystal clear &
the promise of a future, far brighter than we could ever possibly imagine, is positively
assured. As Pastor Max Lucado helpfully puts it - ‘God says don’t worry about your future.
He is the author of your story & He’s already written the final chapter.’
Continued…...

It’s on the mountain top experience of ‘God’s Glory Revealed’ that we come to realise that
Jesus is more than just a man. That He’s God & therefore uniquely & abundantly qualified
to be the Saviour of the world. Your Saviour & my Saviour, if we will but acknowledge our
need to be saved. I.e. To receive the forgiveness that He alone can give. I love this quote
from the pen of C.S.Lewis, in which he states - ‘A man who was merely a man & said the
sort of things He said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg - or else he would be the Devil of
Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was & is, the Son of God, or else a
madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him & kill
Him as a demon or you can fall at His feet & call Him Lord & God but let us not come with
any patronising nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that
open to us. He did not intend to.’
More than just a man. Lord of both the living & the dead. As the appearance of Moses &
Elijah, at the very point of Jesus’ transformation, makes plain. Both men had died many
years before Jesus came to earth & yet there they stood, larger than life. One at His left
hand, the other at His right. Proving beyond any shadow of a doubt that life doesn’t end
the very moment we draw our final breath. Rather it begins all over again. I.e. With Jesus
forever! As, by faith, we take hold of the One who in His great love & mercy, willingly &
gladly, takes hold of us! And that, for all time & eternity!
May God’s grace, love & favour rest upon each one of us this Easter time & all days that lie
beyond!
With love from everybody here at Christ Church,
John.

Easter Prayer
This prayer has been
written by the Revd
Michaela Youngson.

When everything was dark
and it seemed that the sun would never
shine again,
your love broke through.
Your love was too strong,
too wide,
too deep
for death to hold.

The sparks cast by your love
dance and spread
and burst forth
with resurrection light.
Gracious God,
We praise you for the light of new life
made possible through Jesus.
We praise you for the light of new life
that shone on the first witnesses of resurrection.
We praise you for the light of new life
that continues to shine in our hearts today.
We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and
joy,
will live in us each day;
and that we will be bearers of that light
into the lives of others.
Amen.

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/the-methodist-blog/oversight-and-trusteeship-in-themethodist-church/

NEWS

Oversight and Trusteeship: Proposals for
changes to Methodist Church Structures
For a number of years, there have been discussions about the oversight and trusteeship of the
Methodist Church and whether the current structures enable us to best fulfil Our Calling.

Alongside this, The Methodist Conference asked us to address the concerns of equality, diversity, and
inclusion. We need to have a clear focus for training and equipping those who make decisions which will
also look at ways to include those in our decision-making structures who better reflect the diversity of
Christ’s Church.
Over the past 18months, the Methodist Council, the Connexional Leaders’ Forum, and the Strategy and
Resources Committee have discussed how we might give greater support and promote better
coordination. Their work has identified two main aims:
•

To ensure the church complies and better demonstrates compliance with our obligations as a charity

• Ensures appropriate representation and a better model of conferring that enables the Church to
release energy which can be focused into the mission of the Church in all its forms.
In considering this in the light of the Church’s ecclesiology and polity, the following five ‘in principle’
issues were identified:
•

The nature of the oversight in the life of the Church

•

The authority of the Conference and what is delegated

• The nature of trusteeship and whether different forms of trusteeship can or should be held in
different places
•

The nature of representation

•

The nature of the committee structure that enables the Council and the Conference to do their work.

The Oversight and Trusteeship co-ordination group was tasked with identifying specific areas where
change is most urgently needed and ensuring the issues are addressed in a co-ordinated and
consultative way. These were discussed at the January meeting of the Methodist Council.
• An ‘Executive Council’ to replace the Council and Strategy and Resources Committee and to be the
Trustee Body registered with the Charity Commission
• The number and purpose of committees that are needed for the work of the church to be governed
and managed
• The minimum size of a local church, the number of trustee bodies needed by a circuit and the
necessary size of a local trustee body
The Revd Dr Jonathan Hustler has written about why this is a ‘moment of opportunity’
Available on the website:
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/the-methodist-blog/oversight-and-trusteeship-in-the-methodist-church/

Praying with necessity
I never fail to be inspired and challenged by stories of Methodist Mission Partners in days
gone by. Reading the accounts of their adventures and the difficulties and hardships they
faced makes me feel like a real wimp in comparison!
I have recently read about the Revd Bernard Jinkin who served for 30 years in Africa. The
little booklet he produced in 1963 is called ‘In time of need’ and contains testimonies of
the amazing answers to prayer he received whilst serving in what is now Zambia. He
served in a lonely bush station 50 miles from his nearest colleague and 100 miles from the
railway station and his only form of transport was a bicycle.
Bernard documents how he came to depend on prayer and how his total reliance on God
developed a deep and intimate relationship with his Lord. He differentiates between
‘praying with and without necessity’ and suggests that in the affluent world ‘we have so
much that we have become self-reliant.’ He goes on to assert that ‘We give lip service to
the necessity of putting God first, but in actual practice he is often dragged in as an
afterthought.’ His stories demonstrate that prayer for him on the mission field was borne
out of dire necessity and complete reliance on God in every area.

Essequibo River, Guyana

I felt deeply challenged by this
thought and realise that in my own
life, there are few times when I pray
out of sheer desperation and utter
dependence on God. One of the
times that I did pray in desperation
was when my daughter was going
through an incredibly difficult and
long labour. For three days and
nights I cried out to God for the
safety of herself and the baby and
was so relieved and thankful that
they were both OK. In another time
or place the outcome could have been so
different.

Another time I cried out to God was as mission partners in Guyana when we were on a
rickety wooden boat crossing the 20 mile wide estuary of the Essequibo River so that I
could deliver some training to children and youth workers on the other side. The danger
of death was very close that day knowing that if the overfilled and inadequate boat
capsized I would most likely be eaten by piranhas or crocodiles before I could
drown. Thankfully God spared us and we lived to tell the tale but my prayer life took on a
whole new level!
Continued…….

People often tell me that they don’t think they pray very much but I always think that they
probably pray more than they think they do. We often have an image of prayer as
kneeling at our bedside with hands together and eyes closed listing our requests to God
but prayer is much more than asking for the things we need or want. At its heart I believe
that prayer is about our relationship with God and developing that relationship. Bernard
Jinkin gives an example of a small child who has fallen off their tricycle running into the
house sobbing and throwing themselves into the arms of their parent for comfort and
help. I love that image of us running to God and allowing him to comfort and strengthen
us as well as to hear about our joys and sorrows in honesty and openness.
We don’t even need to use words. Some of my deepest prayer times have been when I
have been in such turmoil of heart and mind that I have just cried or groaned or even on
occasion wailed before the Lord in desperation of heart. Sometimes because of situations
I have faced personally but other times when I have heard stories of suffering in the lives
of people around the world. There is a Sting song which contains the line, ‘Whenever I say
your name, I’m already praying.’ As we cry out to Jesus I believe he hears the cry of our
heart and draws close to us by his Holy Spirit.

I love the story of Martha and Mary in Luke 10
when Mary chooses to lay aside the busyness of
the day and simply sit at the feet of Jesus. As an
active and driven person this is something I find
very difficult but I pray that for each of us, we will
find time particularly in these current challenging
days to sit at the feet of Jesus – to tell him what is
on our heart and to listen to his response to us. I
pray that we will recognize again our total
dependence on God for our very breath and that
our prayer lives will help us develop an intimacy
and deep relationship with God so that we will
know and experience his presence and peace
with us as we face each day.

Carolyn Lawrence, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference 2020-21.

Lent and Easter at Broomfield
At our church council meeting we took the decision not to open our church for Easter, as
we thought it prudent to see whether the reopening of schools would increase infection
rates and we also want to wait until all our vulnerable folk have received their second
vaccine.
Thoughts are now turning as to how we can take the message of Easter hope out into the
village of Broomfield, whilst also recognising that this has been a year of struggle and loss
for so many. Ideas have not been finalised yet, but these are some of the things we are
considering.

Mothering Sunday falls on the fourth Sunday in Lent and for many this is a difficult
day. Families who have lost babies are being asked to contact the baby bereavement
support group leaders and polyanthus will be potted up to include the baby’s names and
placed in our peace garden at the back of our church hall. Families will then be able to
collect the plants and take them home to their own gardens. Other families in the village,
who have lost mum’s this year, will be given a small heart shaped gift with the message
that we, at BMC, are holding them in our thoughts and prayers on this
difficult day.

On Palm Sunday and during Holy week we are going to place Palm
crosses outside the church and invite folk to take one home with them. At
Christmas, we decorated stones of Hope and left them around the village
for folk to find and take home or give to someone else. These were well
received, and we had some very positive feedback. For Easter we are
going to cut the trunks of our two Christmas trees, which stood outside the church, into
pieces. These will then be decorated and distributed around the village with Easter
messages of Hope. We have also been offered some crosses, with which to do the same.

On Good Friday our large wooden cross will be
placed on the forecourt and then on Easter Day
villagers will be invited to place a flower on the cross to
transform it into the resurrection cross of Hope. We are
also hoping to place an Easter garden on the forecourt, and give
out packets of “Seeds of Hope” for folk to plant in their own
homes and gardens. All this adhering, of course, to the
government guidelines in place. The baby bereavement group will
also have an Easter tree out at the front of the church with Easter
decorations, containing the names of the baby’s.
Continued/…...

Easter Messy Church bags are currently being prepared for distribution at the end of
March. Each bag will contain the Easter story, six or seven associated craft activities, along
with all the resources need to complete them as well as a set of instructions. There will
also be some puzzles to complete.
These are our thoughts for taking Easter outside the church doors, perhaps in the next
circuit newsletter we will let you know how it all went. Please pray that all we do will be a
blessing to all we reach out as we bring a little of God’s love into their lives.

CTEEL—Churches Together Essex & East London
Jacqui King would like to share the news that she is moving to Southminster to serve as a
curacy at St Leonard Southminster and Steeple St Lawrence & All Saints. It’s a rural context
not far from Bradwell-on-Sea and she will train there for 3-4 years. The family will move
into a church property in the summer, but there is no definite date or house confirmed just
yet. Jacqui begins working in Southminster from mid July so her last service at Great
Notley will be the 4th July. Her ordination ceremony is on Saturday, 11th September at
Chelmsford Cathedral (time to be confirmed) so save the date.
The new Ecumenical Lead for Essex & East London is Jenny Clayton, she is a member at
Church of Our Saviour so many of you already know her.
jenny.clayton@cteel.org.uk
Another change to note is that Paul Whittle moved on from the URC Eastern Synod to be
Moderator of the URC National Synod of Scotland. CTEEL discussed the chairing of
Springfield LAG before he left and appointed Rev Dr David Chapman, Chair of the
Methodist Bedfordshire, Essex & Herts District to replace Paul. I’m sure you will be
delighted with this decision. Whilst the URC Moderator post is vacant Roy Fowler is the
point of contact for ecumenical matters so please involved him in the actions that Paul was
allocated.

CARE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
Letters to the Earth
I received a handwritten letter the other day. I felt so
special. Someone had sat down and composed a lovely
letter on beautiful stationery, popped a stamp on it and
taken it to the letter box – all that effort just for me!
‘Letters to the Earth’ is a book which is full of letters
that people have written to the earth. In the spring of
2019 the call for letters in response to the
climate and ecological emergency was launched. People
were invited to take a moment, to switch
off the noise of daily distraction and horror, from business as usual, and to write a letter. The letter could be
to or from the Earth, future or past
generations, other species or people in positions of
power.
Letters have been written in the classroom, at home, in organisations, in communities, in
protest, online and in lock down. Some in the book are written by ‘celebrities’ – Emma
Thompson, Yoko Ono, Ben Okri the poet. Others are written by school children. People all
over the world are continuing to add their voice to this greatest story of our times - to protect, love and restore this place we call home.

What would you say in your letter to the earth?
The Chelmsford Circuit now has an Environmental Action Plan for 2021 which will be
shared with each church.
The aims are:
•

50% of Methodist churches registered as ECO Churches.

•

Implement training for local preachers and worship leaders to inspire and assist them
address environmental concerns in worship either through occasional or regular inputs to worship.

Continued…………….

•

Create a Circuit ECO committee/team comprising one representative from each
church and a Circuit Steward responsible for circuit environmental issues to look at
practical steps, grants available etc.

•

Establish an annual circuit ECO Sunday.

•

Every Church Council and Circuit Meeting to include ‘Caring for God’s Creation’ as an
agenda item.

•

Each Church to debate divestment from fossil fuels in addition to a Circuit debate on
divestment.

•

Encourage church members to engage with local environmental issues and to take
personal responsibility as part of their Christian discipleship.

•

All churches to share what environmental steps they are taking in Church and Circuit
magazines/websites and social media.

Please consider whether you could be the ECO representative for your church to be on
the Circuit team. Speak to your minister or Sheridan Pengelly (sheridan@pengelly.info)

Sheridan Pengelly

JOIN US ON
‘CHELMSFORD METHODISTS’
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrQavARuyJM1FsVUBl8l6Sw
SATURDAYS

9.30am Reality Kids
SUNDAYS

9.30am Reality Church
10am Chelmsford Methodists
(direct link on www.chelmsfordcircuit.org.uk)
Don’t worry if you miss the date and time, you can always
watch at a later date.
You can subscribe and get weekly reminders.

WEEKLY PRAYERS AT 7PM
Join us for prayers and quiet contemplation.
Mondays with Rev. Barry Allen—Barry Allen’s Facebook
Wednesdays with Sue Johnson— Sue’s Facebook
(Sue is covering for Ramona during her sabbatical)
Friday with Rev. Mark Pengelly—Mark’s Facebook

(Subject to holidays and day’s off. These will confirmed
each week on
Individual Facebook and The Circuit Facebook Pages.

https://www.facebook.com/chelmsfordcircuit/
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
The next Circuit Meeting is on
Tuesday 18th May 2021
Wednesday 15th September 2021
7.15pm for 7.30pm
Thank you for reading this newsletter.

This is YOUR Newsletter and we welcome and encourage
all members to participate.
A big thank you to all those who have contributed to our newsletter.
It’s very much appreciated and good to share within the Circuit.

Circuit Administrator: Karen Murrell.
Email: chelmsford.circuit@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/chelmsfordcircuit
http://www.chelmsfordcircuit.co.uk

‘Share your news’
Deadline for May &
June 2021
to Karen by Mid
April latest.

