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From the Rector
Dear Friends,
As we acknowledge Bible Sunday this month, it’s a good opportunity to
ask the question: why should I read the Bible?
The Bible is the world’s best-selling book of all time. However, it isn’t one
book, but a library of 66 books, composed by some 44 writers over a
period of 1500 years in a range of literature including history, poetry,
prophecy, letters and apocalyptic (end times). Despite having a number of
different writers, the Bible claims one author: God himself!
This is the basis of the unity of its message and authoritative claim to be
the primary way by which God speaks to us: ‘All Scripture is God-breathed
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for
every good work’ (2 Timothy 3:16). The Bible is inspired (‘the word of God
in the words of men’) and presents itself as a manual for life, equipping us
to live for God in every aspect of our lives. We also have the promise of
the Holy Spirit to guide us in applying the words to our lives: ‘the Spirit will
guide you into all truth’ (John 16:13).
At her coronation the Queen was given a Bible with the words ‘the most
precious thing this world affords’. Does this reflect our own attitude to the
Bible?
Who authorised the Bible, anyway?
Question: If it was the Church that finally decided which books should be
included in the Bible, then isn’t the Church the top authority?
Answer: No; the Bible produced the Church, not the Church the Bible.
This is the real issue: what caused a book to be accepted within the
‘Canon’ of Scripture? (Greek: kanon, ‘standard’ or ‘rule’). The Old
Testament was brought together from writings which were already
considered to be scripture (which is what Timothy was referring to above)
and the New Testament was brought together from writings which had
become trusted and inspirational texts in the Church.
In this edition of the magazine we reflect on the bible and its meaning and
place in our lives. Also we will be keeping the current revised pattern of
services for the next couple of months as set out on pages 4 and 5.
Above all continue to keep safe and well and be assured that all our
churches adhere to COVID safe precautions to provide both visitors and
worshippers alike a safe place to be.
With prayerful good wishes to all.

3

Geoff Garrett

1st Sunday of Month Pitchford Church at 11.30am
4th October (Harvest theme),
1st November
2nd Sunday of Month Condover Church at 10.00am
11th October (Harvest theme),
8th November (Remembrance)

3rd Sunday of Month Frodesley Church at 11.30am
18th October,
15th November
4th Sunday of Month Ryton chapel at 9am
Acton Burnell Church at 10.00am
25th October,
22nd November
5th Sunday of Month Condover Church at 10.00am
29th November
4

Services
4th October
11th October
18th October
25th October

Pitchford
Condover
Frodesley
Acton Burnell
Ryton

11.30am
10.00am
11.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

We were hoping that we would be able to celebrate Harvest
outside allowing us to sing a couple of hymns, but the ’rule of
six’ means that we cannot meet in more than groups of six
outside church. However, in church we can have as many as
the building can accommodate, socially distanced of course!
We still propose to have Harvest themed services and include
much of the familiar Harvest music we love, but sadly no
singing. Even with the restrictions we have, we can still give
thanks for ‘All Good Gifts around us’.
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Condover Village Hall
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 2020
AT CONDOVER VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING
7.30PM
AGENDA
1

Apologies

2

Minutes of Last Meeting

3

Chairman's Report

4

Treasurer's Report

5

To approve the Accounts
for the year ended 30th June 2020

6

To elect the Committee for the forthcoming year

If you would like to attend the AGM, please book your
seat in advance with the Secretary of the Village Hall
Committee, as there will be limited places available due
to Covid Restrictions and compliance with Social
Distancing Rules.
Please email Sue Nash, the Secretary:
suednash@aol.com
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FROM THE REGISTERS
WEDDING

We congratulate:

29th August

ChristopherJames Berryman
Rebekah Susannah Newton

Condover

Telling the time
The telephone repairman was on my street and asked me what
time it was. I told him it was between 1:00 pm and 5:00 pm.
Where?
The police officer asked me where I had been between 5 and 6.
He seemed irritated when I answered "kindergarten."
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POEM OF THE MONTH
The New Day (in these present times)
by Val Overton Davies
Whatever the new day may bring us,
let’s be hopeful and trust in our heart
that together we’ll strengthen each other,
for nothing can keep us apart.

Our lives have been changed in an instant difficult changes by far,
but remember, whatever those changes,
nothing can change who we are!
It hurts to have lost the close contact.
The comfort of someone’s embrace.
The smile that provides reassurance,
now hidden by the mask on our face.

But it’s kindness, true love and affection,
that can stretch beyond physical touch
and help us connect with each other
to show that we care very much.
Like the voice on the phone that gives comfort to remind us we are never alone,
and the neighbourly call on the doorstep,
just to check all is well in the home.

But the one strength we ALL can depend on
is with us from morning till night,
and knowing the Lord is beside us
just seems to make everything right!
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Church of England and RSCM await next steps
following study into singing safety
The Church of England and Royal School of Church Music
(RSCM) have been awaiting updated guidance on singing in
places of worship after findings of a Government-backed study
were published.
The research project, known as ‘PERFORM’, recently published
its findings on measuring aerosol production from humans. It
measured singing, speaking and breathing in a zero-background
environment.
Researchers reported a steep rise in aerosol mass with increase
in the loudness of the singing and speaking, rising by as much as
a factor of 20-30. However, it was also found that singing does
not produce substantially more aerosol than speaking at a similar
volume.
The RSCM’s Director, Hugh Morris said: “We welcome this news.
Singing is of such importance in worship, and this is a really
encouraging step towards its safe resumption.
“It is of course vital
that all choirs and
singing groups
follow the relevant
government
advice, and so we
look forward to
receiving the latest
guidance in this
important area.”
The Church of
England and
RSCM both
regularly update
their advice
following the publication of Government guidance.
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Monthly column from Dan Morris –
Shropshire Councillor for the ward of
Burnell
Shropshire Council is working with and supporting a
working group of founding sponsors that has come
together to create a Climate Action Partnership for
Shropshire. The new Shropshire Climate Action
Partnership (SCAP) has been created to drive forward
the urgent need for businesses and communities across
the county to take action to address the climate crisis.
Both local authorities in the county of Shropshire are committed to the
partnership which also includes key organisations like Shropshire
Chamber of Commerce, Severn Trent and the Wrekin Housing Trust,
and many more. By engaging with the business and local communities
as widely as possible across Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin areas,
the Partnership will aim to produce a zero carbon Shropshire Plan
(ZCSP) by the end of 2020 that best represents the needs of the
county. The plan will set out how the county can achieve net carbon
zero by 2030 and will be implemented from January 2021.
From January 2021, the CAP will oversee the implementation of the
ZCSP and the ongoing engagement with organisations, businesses,
communities and local residents to build agreement and support for the
actions and achievement of key milestones along the road to net zero
Shropshire. Businesses are one of the largest contributors to
greenhouse gas emissions in Shropshire. Our business community can
play a crucial role in achieving a net zero carbon Shropshire by
2030. Businesses and residents alike are encouraged to become
members or simply pledge their support to help the wider Shropshire
community achieve net zero carbon by 2030, and can sign up
at www.ZeroCarbonShropshire.org .
Mark Fermor, Chair of the Shropshire Climate Action Partnership, said:

“SCAP’s mission is to bring together all of the diverse groups and
initiatives into a coherent plan so that we can join up our efforts and
have a plan that gives confidence for Shropshire residents. It will also
give confidence to Shropshire enterprises that they need to invest in the
right products and services to meet the local demand, and SCAP
provides an excellent opportunity for these firms to showcase their
solutions, invest in training and equipment for the future, and succeed
in the local marketplace.”
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Shropshire Council is committed to becoming net-zero carbon by 2030,
but it is important to establish how this can be achieved for Shropshire
as a county. There is an unique opportunity to deliver together a
sustainable net-zero carbon Shropshire as the changes in behaviour
enforced by the COVID-19 lockdown have led to decreases in carbon
emissions and it would be good to bring something positive out of what
has been an extremely difficult time.
For any further information enquiries can be made to the acting chair
Mark Fermor via email MarkFermor@ZeroCarbonShropshire.org . To
keep up to date with the latest news from SCAP by following Zero
Carbon Shropshire on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
As always, if you have any questions or matters you think I can help on,
please do get in touch by email (dan.morris@shropshire.gov.uk), on
twitter (@dan4burnell), on Facebook (dan4burnell) or by phone
(07902408400).
For information about Coronavirus check the .gov website and see
image below.
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Oppressed Christians
struggling under Covid-19
Oppression and discrimination against Christians has increased
during Covid, says Release International, which has launched an
appeal to help Christians suffering during the pandemic.
Many Christians have been denied food and relief aid and
excluded from support systems during lockdown. They have
been abandoned by families because of their faith and refused
relief by governments and NGOs.
At the same time, several countries have stepped up persecution
against Christians. One of the worst offenders is China, where
Christians have been arrested for simply holding prayer meetings
online.
“The situation has got much worse for many Christians during
lockdown,” says Release International CEO Paul Robinson.
“Covid-19 is having a devastating impact on the lives of many
poor Christians. In places hostile to the faith Christians are
experiencing increased hardship.
“Food is now in short supply. They are unable to work and can’t
earn, and support is being withheld because of their faith. Their
cries for help are being ignored by local charities who are
distributing food packages only to families of other faiths. We
can’t afford to delay. These Christians need our help.”
In Algeria, many Christians have had to stop work because of
the lockdown, and so lost their income. They have been rejected
by society and their families as a result of their faith. There is no
social security in the country or government support.
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Eritrean Christians fleeing persecution have been barred from
refugee camps and are unable to get support from UNHCR.
And they refuse to resort to crime to get the money and
supplies they need.
In Pakistan the situation is especially hard for converts from a
Muslim background.
The only form of social security is family support, and Muslim
families often withdraw support for family members who change
their religion.

In several countries, lockdown has led to an increase in
persecution.
In Upper Egypt, where Christians face discrimination for their
faith, some organisations are allegedly refusing food and
support to Christian families. Release partners report: “The
authorities are helping Muslims but not Christians. And
churches that try to help are being closed by police order.”

In China, Release partners say the government is using the
pandemic to step up its crackdown against Christians. They
have accelerated campaigns such as the forced demolition of
crosses. Pastors have been rounded up for sharing the gospel
and distributing facemasks on the street. The authorities have
“totally prohibited” online church services and prayer meetings,
as “nothing constituting a religious service is allowed.”
In Nigeria, the lockdown deepened the insecurity facing many
Christian villagers, who face attacks by Fulani militia.
Paul Robinson of Release International says: “Right now, it’s up
to us in the family of faith to give them our support.” Partners of
Release International are providing food parcels to
impoverished Christians in Algeria, Ethiopia, Egypt, Nigeria,
Pakistan and Turkey.
If you can help, go to: www.releaseinternational.org/covid
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Understanding the Bible
As we acknowledge Bible Sunday this
month, it’s a good opportunity to ask
the question: why should I read the
Bible?
The Bible is the world’s best-selling
book of all time. However, it isn’t one
book, but a library of 66 books,
composed by some 44 writers over a
period of 1500 years in a range of
literature including history, poetry, prophecy, letters and
apocalyptic (end times). Despite having a number of different
writers, the Bible claims one author: God himself!
This is the basis of the unity of its message and authoritative
claim to be the primary way by which God speaks to us: ‘All
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work’ (2 Timothy
3:16). The Bible is inspired (‘the word of God in the words of
men’) and presents itself as a manual for life, equipping us to
live for God in every aspect of our lives. We also have the
promise of the Holy Spirit to guide us in applying the words to
our lives: ‘the Spirit will guide you into all truth’ (John 16:13).
However, the Bible could also be described as a love letter
from God, as He uses it to deepen our relationship with him. As
Jesus said: ‘You diligently study the Scriptures because you
think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the
Scriptures that testify about me’ (John 5:39,40). Christians
follow a person not a book, and the Scriptures are intended to
help us to know Jesus better.
At her coronation the Queen was given a Bible with the words
‘the most precious thing this world affords’. Does this reflect
our own attitude to the Bible?
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Murphy’s Law or God’s law?
‘Don’t ever stop thinking about
what is truly worthwhile.’
(Philippians 4:8 CEV)

It’s reported that in 1949 Captain Edward Murphy, an engineer
working on a project for the United States Air Force, became angry
because of a wrongly wired transducer. Scolding the technician
responsible, Murphy said, ‘If there’s any way to do it wrong, he’ll
find it!’ Over time such thinking became known as Murphy’s Law.
Basically it states, ‘Nothing is as easy as it looks. Everything takes
longer than you expect, and if anything can go wrong, it will – at
the worst possible moment.’ How negative! Who would enjoy life if
they lived it according to that philosophy? Because they always
expected the worst – they’d get it! God’s law disagrees completely
with Murphy’s Law. The world may expect Murphy’s Law to
operate in their lives, but as a redeemed child of God, you need to
resist that kind of thinking and embrace God’s law. In essence,
here’s what it says: ‘If anything can go right, it will. Nothing is as
difficult as it looks. Everything is more rewarding than it appears,
and if anything good can happen to anybody, it’ll happen to me.’
Think how much more you could enjoy life if your thoughts agreed
with God’s law, and not Murphy’s. The fact is, God has a great life
for you – one He wants you to enjoy to the fullest. So instead of
blowing everything out of proportion and contradicting God’s
Word, stand on this promise: ‘We know…all things work together
for good to those who love God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose’ (Romans 8:28 NKJV). That’s what it
means to live by God’s law – not Murphy’s!
The Word for Today is a daily devotional published by UCB ltd., Operations
Centre, Westport Road, Stoke on Trent, TS6 4JF and can be obtained from the
above address.
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Psalm 90

‘War simply aggravates the permanent human situation so
that we can no longer ignore it. Human life has always been
lived on the edge of a precipice.’ (CS Lewis on World War II).
Coronavirus powerfully illustrates this, and Psalm 90 demonstrates a right response to the crisis: ‘Teach us to number our
days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.’ (12).
The Shortness of Life
We live as though life will go on forever, but in reality our
time on earth is short: ‘A thousand years in your sight are like
a day that has just gone by’ (4). By contrast God, who inhabits eternity, sees the whole of history in a single moment.
How can we see our lives in the light of God, who is ‘from everlasting to everlasting’ (2). True wisdom is making sure that
we don’t waste the time we are given in this life!
The Fragility of Life
Living to 80 years old is definitely an achievement! We know
how we wear out in life until we are dust again: ‘You turn
people back to dust, saying, ‘Return to dust, you mortals.’(3).
This is the result of turning from God to sin: ‘You have set
our iniquities before you’ (8). True wisdom warns us not to
trust in our own abilities or seek satisfaction in the things of
this world.
The Love of God
During the pandemic, many have lost loved ones, yet if we
allow God’s love to take hold of our lives, even death can
bring us closer to God: ‘Satisfy us in the morning with your
unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our
days.’ (14). True wisdom is able to ask: ‘May the favour of
the Lord our God rest on us’ (17).
This article is adapted from a book by the late Canon Richard Bewes, formerly of All Souls Langham Place, London,
‘The Top 100 Questions’ (Christian Focus)
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£30 per annum
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For details on how to
advertise in this space,
please contact
Rev Geoff Garrett
1743 872251
£15 per annum

25

26

27

The Coach House
Condover Mews
Office Park
Condover
Shrewsbury
SY5 7BG.
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Decorating Services
Domestic and Commercial Décor Solutions

Monday:
8.45am - 3.30pm
Tuesday to Thursday: 8.15am - 5.30pm
Friday:
8.45am - 3.30pm
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