Stratton Team Ministry
Seeking, Sharing and Serving God Together
Morning Worship- Sunday 12th September
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.
We come from scattered lives to meet with God.
Let us recognize his presence with us.
Silence is kept.
As God’s people we have gathered:
let us worship him together.
HymnJesus Shall Take The Highest Honour
Jesus Shall Take The Highest Praise
Let All Earth Join Heaven In Exalting
The Name Which Is Above All Other Names
Let’s Bow The Knee In Humble Adoration
For At His Name Every Knee Must Bow
Let Every Tongue Confess He Is Christ, God’s Only Son
Sovereign Lord, We Give You Glory Now
For All Honour And Blessing And Power
Belongs To You, Belongs To You
All Honour And Blessing And Power
Belongs To You, Belongs To You
Lord Jesus Christ, Son Of The Living God
Chris Bowater © 1988 Sovereign Lifestyle Music

Loving God, we have come to worship you.
Help us to pray to you in faith,
to sing your praise with gratitude,
and to listen to your word with eagerness;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Prayers of Penitence
Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts.
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.
Lord God,
we have sinned against you;
we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us
and restore to us the joy of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
May almighty God,
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,
bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever.
Amen.
Collect
Lord God,
Defend your Church from all false teaching
and give to your people knowledge of your truth,
that we may enjoy eternal life
in Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen.
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James 3: 1-12

3 My friends, not many of you should become teachers. As you know, we teachers
will be judged with greater strictness than others. 2 All of us often make mistakes.
But if a person never makes a mistake in what he says, he is perfect and is also
able to control his whole being. 3 We put a bit into the mouth of a horse to make it
obey us, and we are able to make it go where we want. 4 Or think of a ship: big as it
is and driven by such strong winds, it can be steered by a very small rudder, and it
goes wherever the pilot wants it to go. 5 So it is with the tongue: small as it is, it can
boast about great things.
Just think how large a forest can be set on fire by a tiny flame! 6 And the tongue is
like a fire. It is a world of wrong, occupying its place in our bodies and spreading evil
through our whole being. It sets on fire the entire course of our existence with the
fire that comes to it from hell itself. 7 We humans are able to tame and have tamed
all other creatures—wild animals and birds, reptiles and fish. 8 But no one has ever
been able to tame the tongue. It is evil and uncontrollable, full of deadly poison. 9 We
use it to give thanks to our Lord and Father and also to curse other people, who are
created in the likeness of God. 10 Words of thanksgiving and cursing pour out from
the same mouth. My friends, this should not happen! 11 No spring of water pours out
sweet water and bitter water from the same opening. 12 A fig tree, my friends, cannot
bear olives; a grapevine cannot bear figs, nor can a salty spring produce sweet
water.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 19: 1-6
19 How clearly the sky reveals God's glory!
How plainly it shows what he has done!
2

Each day announces it to the following day;
each night repeats it to the next.

3

No speech or words are used,
no sound is heard;

4

yet their message goes out to all the world
and is heard to the ends of the earth.
God made a home in the sky for the sun;
5

6

it comes out in the morning like a happy bridegroom,
like an athlete eager to run a race.
It starts at one end of the sky
and goes across to the other.
Nothing can hide from its heat.

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now:
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Mark 8: 27-end
7

Then Jesus and his disciples went away to the villages near Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked
them, “Tell me, who do people say I am?”
28
“Some say that you are John the Baptist,” they answered; “others say that you are Elijah, while others
say that you are one of the prophets.”
29
“What about you?” he asked them. “Who do you say I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”
30
Then Jesus ordered them, “Do not tell anyone about me.”
Then Jesus began to teach his disciples: “The Son of Man must suffer much and be rejected by the
elders, the chief priests, and the teachers of the Law. He will be put to death, but three days later he will
rise to life.” 32 He made this very clear to them. So Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But
Jesus turned around, looked at his disciples, and rebuked Peter. “Get away from me, Satan,” he said. “Your
thoughts don't come from God but from human nature!”
34
Then Jesus called the crowd and his disciples to him. “If any of you want to come with me,” he told them,
“you must forget yourself, carry your cross, and follow me. 35 For if you want to save your own life, you will
lose it; but if you lose your life for me and for the gospel, you will save it. 36 Do you gain anything if you win
the whole world but lose your life? Of course not! 37 There is nothing you can give to regain your life. 38 If
you are ashamed of me and of my teaching in this godless and wicked day, then the Son of Man will be
ashamed of you when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
31

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Sermon
HymnTake up thy cross, the Saviour said,
if thou wouldst my disciple be;
deny thyself, the world forsake,
and humbly follow after me.
Take up thy cross: let not its weight
fill thy weak spirit with alarm;
his strength shall bear thy spirit up,
and brace thy heart, and nerve thine arm.
Take up thy cross, nor heed the shame,
nor let thy foolish pride rebel:
thy Lord for thee the cross endured,
to save thy soul from death and hell.
Take up thy cross then in his strength,
and calmly every danger brave;
'twill guide thee to a better home,
and lead to victory o'er the grave.
Take up thy cross, and follow Christ,
nor think till death to lay it down;
for only they who bear the cross
may hope to wear the glorious crown.
To thee, great Lord, the One in Three,
all praise for evermore ascend:
O grant us in our home to see
the heavenly life that knows no end.
Charles William Everest (1814-1877)
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The Creed
We believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
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HymnWill You Come And Follow Me
If I But Call Your Name?
Will You Go Where You Don’t Know
And Never Be The Same?
Will You Let My Love Be Shown,
Will You Let My Name Be Known,
Will You Let My Life Be Grown
In You And You In Me?
Will You Leave Yourself Behind
If I But Call Your Name?
Will You Care For Cruel And Kind
And Never Be The Same?
Will You Risk The Hostile Stare
Should Your Life Attract Or Scare?
Will You Let Me Answer Prayer
In You And You In Me?
Will You Let The Blinded See
If I But Call Your Name?
Will You Set The Prisoners Free
And Never Be The Same?
Will You Kiss The Leper Clean,
And Do Such As This Unseen,
And Admit To What I Mean
In You And You In Me?
Will You Love The ‘You’ You Hide
If I But Call Your Name?
Will You Quell The Fear Inside
And Never Be The Same?
Will You Use The Faith You’ve Found
To Reshape The World Around,
Through My Sight And Touch And Sound
In You And You In Me?
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Lord, Your Summons Echoes True
When You But Call My Name.
Let Me Turn And Follow You
And Never Be The Same.
In Your Company I’ll Go
Where Your Love And Footsteps Show.
Thus I’ll Move And Live And Grow
In You And You In Me.
Graham Maule and John L. Bell- ©1987 1987 WGRG, Iona Community

Dismissal
In darkness and in light,
in trouble and in joy,
help us, heavenly Father,
to trust your love,
to serve your purpose,
and to praise your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Lord bless you and watch over you,
the Lord make his face shine upon you
and be gracious to you,
the Lord look kindly on you
and give you peace;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ, to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ, Amen
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