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Thoughts from the Rectory ï 

November 2023 

 

In November we enter the annual season of 

Remembrance, for our churches and our 

nation culminating in Remembrance Sunday 

on 12
th
 November. 

 

This year, as I write this piece in early 

October, I do so with a heart heavy with 

sadness against the backdrop of the dramatic 

and horrific escalation in the conflict in the 

Middle East which has become a dreadful 

reality for many millions of people in Israel 

and Gaza over the last few days. We are all, 

Iôm sure, grappling with the horrors unfolding 

day by day which are being relayed through the media and the stark images and stories of 

suffering, the personal stories of loss and grief and the utter hopelessness that many feel as 

homes, livelihoods and loved ones are taken on both sides. Some of you, no doubt will have 

friends or relatives who are in some way affected. 

 

Yet again, as in the ongoing war in Ukraine, we see the dreadful human cost of war, particularly 

the cost to ordinary people, men, women and children caught up in a struggle not of their making. 

 

It seems that we have learnt so little through the years, through the conflicts which we will recall 

again on Remembrance Sunday in two World Wars, through the wars in Bosnia, Afghanistan, 

Iraq, The Falklands, the conflict in Northern Ireland, Syria, and so many moreé.through the 

sacrifice of so many for the cause of power or identity, freedom or peace??  

 

In such dark days where is hope to be found?   

 

In times of trouble many of us turn to God, and ask the questions that have no answers, and pray 

for peace. I believe that God weeps with those who weep and stays close to those who ask for 

his presence with them.  

 

I believe God longs for the day when humanity turns away from the foolishness and futility of war 

and seeks real and lasting peace across a world that so needs Godôs peace. Those days have 

been long awaited even from Old Testament times when the word of God came to the prophet 

Isaiah:  



 

óGod will teach us what he wants us to do; 
    we will walk in the paths he has chosené. 
 
 
He will settle disputes among great nations. 
They will hammer their swords into ploughs 
    and their spears into pruning knives. 
Nations will never again go to war, 
    never prepare for battle again. 

Isaiah 2:3-4 
 

Today, and in the days to come I will continue to pray for peace in Israel, Gaza, Ukraine and 

beyond, across our world. I do not know what will have happened by the time you read this but 

I hope that you will share with me in that prayer and that, even now, nations at war will turn 

back to seek Godôs way of peace. 

 

óBlessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.ô 
Matthew 5:9 

 
May God fill you with the hope of peace in a troubled world 

 

Blessings  

Rev Elveen 



Autumn Cruise 

 

My last cruise was in late September 2023 and I was captivated by the plethora of red berries 

alongside the ñCutò, there were literally millions and millions of them.  

 

Each morning when we got under ñweighò (note the nautical expression) the sky was a 

cerulean blue and clear as a bell. Excitement came with each bridge.  ñWhyò? one might ask, 

well, the Cratch Cover could on occasions foul the brickwork and it might be necessary to 

hastily lower it. Cratch cover to the uninitiated is the tent at the stern which protects the intrepid 

helmsman, or his lady first mate, since it can be very cold and wet for hours on end.  

 

The range and artistry of the varying boat names is an education in itself, although for me I 

prefer the shorter and more everyday ones such as one that struck a chord with me which was 

simply ñJOANò. 

 

Locks provide entertainment for the sedentary passenger as the boat can bounce from side to 

side as water rushes into or out of the chamber since fenders are forbidden in the locks. 

 

We, too, can be buffeted from side to side as we journey through life but we know that our faith 

in God provides us with a sure and trusty fender. 

 

Colin Howell    



Weekly Prayers for November ï Transformation of the mind 

 

Monday: Transformation of priorities 

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what Godôs will is ï his good, pleasing and 

perfect will.                                                                                  Romans 12:2 

Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that the distractions and busyness of our lives 

make it difficult to listen deeply to your voice.  

Transform our priorities so that we make space in our lives to be quiet and listen to you.  

Jesus, Saviour and Lord, may the posture of our lives be shaped by listening to you; the 

goodness of our lives be shaped by love for you; and the service of our lives be shaped by a 

humility like yours.                                                                                            This we pray in your 

name. Amen   

From ÉMoira Laidlaw 

 

Tuesday: Transformation of values 

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewingof your mind. 

Then you will be able to test and approve what Godôs will is ï his good, pleasing and perfect 

will.                                                                                 Romans 12:2 

Jesus, seeker of the lost, we confess to becoming so shaped by the values of this 

age that your call on our lives is increasingly hard to hear. 

Transform our values so they are shaped by your concern for the unloved and unlovely, and 

for the weak and powerless in our society. 

Jesus, Saviour and Lord, may the posture of our lives be shaped by listening to you; the 

goodness of our lives shaped by love for you; and the service of our lives shaped by a humility 

like yours. 

This we pray in your name. Amen 

From ÉMoira Laidlaw 



 

Wednesday: Transformation of thought 

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

Then you will be able to test and approve what Godôs will is ï his good, pleasing and perfect 

will.                                                             Romans 12:2 

Jesus, friend of the poor, we confess that too often any outreach planning is weighed 

against economic viability. 

Transform our thinking so that we risk believing that all things are held together, not by the 

bottom financial line, but by you. 

Jesus, Saviour and Lord, may the posture of our lives be shaped by listening to you; the 

goodness of our lives be shaped by love for you; and the service of our lives be shaped by a 

humility like yours. 

This we pray in your name. Amen 

From ÉMoira Laidlaw 

 

Thursday: Transformation of heart 

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

Then you will be able to test and approve what Godôs will is ï his good, pleasing and perfect 

will.                                                             Romans 12:2 

Jesus, bearer of reconciliation, we confess that all too often we harbour thoughts which 

estrange and make us hostile towards one another. 

Transform our hearts so that we are filled with the desire to forgive one another and make 

peace. 

Jesus, Saviour and Lord, may the posture of our lives be shaped by listening to you; the 

goodness of our lives be shaped by love for you; and the service of our lives be shaped by a 

humility like yours. 

This we pray in your name. Amen 

From ÉMoira Laidlaw 



 

Friday: Transformation of faith 

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

Then you will be able to test and approve what Godôs will is ï his good, pleasing and perfect 

will.                                                             Romans 12:2 

Jesus, source of our faith, we confess that we forget all too quickly the words we say, and 

pray, and sing, in our worship. 

Transform our lives so that they remain connected to you at all times and in all places. 

Jesus, Saviour and Lord, may the posture of our lives be shaped by listening to you; the 

goodness of our lives be shaped by love for you; and the service of our lives be shaped by a 

humility like yours. 

This we pray in your name. Amen 

From ÉMoira Laidlaw 

 

Saturday: Transformation of mind 

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

Then you will be able to test and approve what Godôs will is ï his good, pleasing and perfect 

will.                                                             Romans 12:2 

Lord God, we come as living sacrifices, to offer you our worship and thanksgiving, our 

praise and our prayers. 

Through the power of your Holy Spirit, transform our hearts and minds so we may recognise 

your presence, hear your voice, know your will, and walk in your way. 

Jesus, Saviour and Lord, may the posture of our lives be shaped by listening to you; the 

goodness of our lives be shaped by love for you; and the service of our lives be shaped by a 

humility like yours. 

This we pray in your name. Amen 

From ÉMoira Laidlaw 



 

 

16 Days of Activism against Gender Based Violence 

And Domestic Abuse 

What is it? 

The United Nationsõ 16 days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence and abuse is an 
annual international campaign.  

It takes place from November 25th (International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women) until 10th December (International Human Rights Day) 

 Domestic Abuse takes many forms, it can be subtle and is nearly always hidden from 
view. We believe it should not remain hidden and so we speak up and campaign against 
this, that all can live in peace, in harmony with one another and in safety.  

This year Mothersõ Union have launched a new campaign:            

                      

 
RISE UP against Domestic Abuse.  

 It has the backing and support of The Archbishop of York,  

Stephen Cottrell who was present at the launch. 

Churches are being encouraged to participate, by regularly praying for victims, survivors 
and perpetrators, for putting up help posters in all buildings, toilets etc and by 
supporting local places of refuge and support.  

Visit the central Mothersõ Union website to find out more and download resources-
anyone can get involved! www.mothersunion.org/riseup 

http://www.mothersunion.org/riseup


 

A Prayer for RISE UP                                                     

God of justice, peace and compassion, we pray that all those who endure cruelty and 
abuse would know your presence, strength, comfort and wisdom-even in their fear, 
confusion and pain. We commit ourselves to RISE UP against domestic abuse in all its 
forms.  
We pray,  
for your compassion as we seek to RESPOND,  
for your wisdom as we seek to be better INFORMED,  
for your gentleness as we try to SUPPORT,  
for your strength as we hope to EMPOWER,  
and the mark of your Holy Spirit that UNITES us together  
to work and PRAY unceasingly, until situations change, and freedom, life and love are 
restored to all. In your dear and powerful name, we cry out to you. Amen 
 

 

Useful info, free App, phone numbers & websites 

The 'Bright Sky' is a free App. It provides practical support and information on 
how to respond to domestic abuse. It is for anyone experiencing domestic abuse, or who 
is worried about someone else. Importantly, on the phone home screen, it displays as a 
weather app to avoid suspicion. 
 
ANI - Victims of Domestic Abuse can access immediate help from police or pharmacy by 

asking for ANI (code for Action Needed Immediately) 

 
National UK Domestic Abuse Helpline                                                                                                    

Free helpline, 24/7.                                                                                                         
Online Live chat support and British Sign Language options.                                                            

Number: 0808 2000 247                                                                                                        
Website: https://www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk 

 

National LGBT and Domestic Abuse website    

https://galop.org.uk   

Advice Line: 0808 999 5428       

  email help@galop.org.uk 

 

Womenõs Aid - online live chat at womensaid.org.uk      

 email:- helpline@womensaid.org.uk  

Swindon Womenõs Aid  

Tel: 01793 610610  

https://www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk
https://galop.org.uk/
















St Margaret's Quiz Night  

A note for your diaries, following the fun we had last time, we will be holding another Quiz NightΦ  

 

St Margaretôs Centre 

 

Saturday 18
th 
November,  

 

Time 6:30/7pm start 

 

snacks and drink will be provided 

 

Bring your own alcoholic drink  

 

Table maximum of 6.  

 

Cost Ã2 per person.  

 

All monies raised in aid of St Margaretôs Church.  








