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Dear Church Family 

 

What a wonderful service we 

had on 21
st
 March! It was a 

celebration for the lifting of 

the suspension that had 

been in place since 2006. 

This means that any 

Incumbents you have had 

since that date were Priests 

in Charge. I began my post 

here as Priest in Charge but 

in addition to that my post 

was temporary.  It was 

created as such due to the 

new housing estate being 

built at South Marston. I 

started initially on a 3 year 

contract that was extended to 6 years. Last year after a meeting with Archdeacon 

Christopher it was decided that the house building was slowing down and there was no 

need to keep my post temporary. It was decided to begin the process of lifting the 

suspension and making my position open ended as Rector. After consultation with our 

PCCs, our Patrons and Bishop’s staff the suspension was lifted and I was licensed at the 

service on 21
st
 March.  

 

It was a celebration for all of us as there are many benefits for our churches as well as me. I 

truly love it here and feel incredibly blessed to have such loving and supportive 

congregations. To know that my temporary status has been lifted gives me and my family a 

real sense of stability and rootedness, I may even add some colour to my white walls now!  

 



I want to thank everyone who came to the service to celebrate there were just under 80 of us! A 

special thank you goes to all involved behind the scenes in planning and putting on the service; 

so many it’s impossible to name but I do want to name a few. Firstly, Georgina our administrator 

who works so hard for us but who was a complete trooper as it took a great deal of planning. 

Secondly Karl who manned the sound desk and made sure me, the readers, intercessors, the 

Bishop and the Archdeacon were all heard clearly. Thirdly to my lovely Church Wardens who 

took pride of place roles in the service. To Pat and Ray who have been vergers at St Margaret’s 

for years and who do so much behind the scenes work. To Richard and David, who not only 

make sure we are warm in church but who faithfully ensure everything runs smoothly and looks 

great. To Angela and the choir, how wonderful to have you there. To Rob S who played so 

beautifully and sang. Thank you to those who cleaned and polished the church before the 

service, it looked lovely.  

 

There should be a shout out to the caterers who were the Salvation Army (the sandwich people) 

what a fantastic spread at a reasonable cost meaning everyone could enjoy the evening. There 

were people involved in serving drinks and clearing up and I want to express my deep thanks to 

you all. June, thank you for the cake what a lovely surprise and also for being involved with food, 

napkins and everything else. 

 

I know that I have probably missed out people and if that is you, I am truly sorry and hope that 

you will forgive me.  

 

Blessings 

Elveen 



Warden’s Potting Shed 

 

Seeds have been sown in the potting shed and the results are good, I am at 

the moment potting on the plants into individual pots and trays in readiness 

for the plant sales in May. 

It has been an interesting spring to grow plants, trying to maintain the heat 

and not having it too warm so that the plants remain strong. 

At the end of March it is a struggle to have enough room for the potted on 

plants and trays of seeds. 

I will be able to update you next month with what is ready to come out of the 

Warden’s Potting Shed. 

 

Happy gardening 

Richard Pfleger 



Book Review -- The Memory Keeper of Kyiv by Erin Litteken  

 

I wanted to find out more about the background to Ukraine and Russia’s history in Ukraine and 

saw this book advertised  

 

The book tells the history of Stalin’s Activists marching across the Soviet Union in the 1930’s 

transporting Ukrainian, taking over farms and creating a man-made famine which stole almost 4 

million lives. The Second World War and Hitler’s invasion of Poland and Ukraine added a second 

blow and after the war the man-made famine was kept quiet as Russia was on Europe’s side. 

 

Erin Littekin is a descendant of a Ukrainian family living in USA and reimagines their story in 

Ukraine. It tells how Katya a 16 year old in 1929, surrounded by her family and in love with the 

boy next door. When Stalin’s Activists arrive in their village and neighbours start to disappear 

never to be seen again. 

 

The book also tells of a family in 

USA of Ukrainian descendants who 

struggle with trying to translate the 

diary of their Great Grandmother, 

who lived through the famine and 

kept a diary of that time. 

 

It is an interesting insight into 

Ukrainian life and tearful at times. 

Switching from Ukraine 1929 to USA 

2004 after every chapter which 

lightens the read and is a powerful 

testament to Ukrainians not wanting 

to be annexed by Russia. 

 

I have put the book in the St 

Margaret’s Centre entrance hall book 

swap cupboard, please look out for 

it. 

 

There is a second book being written 

telling a second part of the family 

during the Second World War. I hope 

to buy this when it comes out so look 

out for Erin Littekin. 

 

Richard Pfleger 



RELIGIOUS OR CHRISTIAN? 

 
A PRAYER IN THE MORNING 

 
If only, oh if only, I could a Christian be  

And not just a religious busy-bee 

If only I could wake up each day  

In harmony with him and pray 

To be and speak and act and do 

To live as he would want me to 

But how do I cross that divide 

Of status and position's pride  

To where, from him, I cannot hide  

To meet and speak with him that day  

To know, somehow, what to say  

To let his will guide me along the way  

To kneel awhile and quietly pray 

Perhaps not say a word at all 

To simply stop and let life stall  

Invite him to share with what I am to do  

So that he may give me that vital clue  

That sets me out in a better way  

Of how to live that new precious day 

And bring a fresh new humility  

My mind's eye now to clearly see  

The difference that the day can be  

Not RELIGIOUS but true CHRISTIANITY 

 
 

Dan Read 

 



Here and There 

As we age we sit and cogitate, at least I do. As a stranger in a crowded room I can allow 

my mind to wander, at times finding myself on a Tea Clipper of the 1800s standing 

steadfast beneath billowing acres of canvas. 

 

At other times, I am once again picking copious baskets of tender runner beans in our 

garden. 

 

In truth I am here and there, as indeed God our heavenly Father is also. He is here and 

there at all times. Let us not forget that equally so, He is here and now. He is, in short, 

ubiquitous. 

 

God is also omnipotent, in short He is all powerful. He is here with us now and always. As 

long as we nourish our store of faith, we have nothing to fear.   

 

Colin Howell 









Weekly Prayers for April – Abundant Life 
 

Monday:  Power of prayer 
 
Jesus looked at them intently, then said “Without God, it is utterly impossible, but with God 

everything is possible.” Mark 10:27 (TLB) 

Holy Spirit, Living breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul. Bring the presence of the 

risen Lord to renew my heart and make me whole. Cause your word to come alive in me, give me 

faith for what I cannot see. Give me passion for my purity, Holy Spirit breathe new life in me.  

Deb Lee - Carlisle Diocese 

 

We praise our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  

Who came to earth to bring transformation to his people.  

As we follow in our Lord’s footsteps, may we,  

with kindness and understanding, also bring  

transformation to our communities. 

Loving Lord, we turn to you trusting you hear our prayers. Amen 

 

 

 Tuesday: Life in its Fullness 

 

‘Whoever would love life and see good days… must turn from evil and do good; they must seek 

peace and pursue it. 1 Peter 3:10, 11 

Loving Lord, we turn from our selfish ways and seek out the way of peace, that we may embrace 

abundant life.  

What wonders we find in the gift of life. Our joy in the beauty of nature; our delight in loving 

relationships; our pleasure in a job well done or a new skill mastered. 

Each facet of life adds richness to our days. A foretaste of the glory that awaits when we step into 

the realm of eternity and our cup overflows. 

Loving Lord, we turn from our selfish ways and celebrate your abundant life with thankful hearts. 

Amen 

 

 



Wednesday: Worldwide Membership of the Church 

 

Since Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 

When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” John 

20:21 – 22 (NRSV) 

Almighty Lord, thank you that we are joined together in unity through the love of Christ. 

Strengthen our bonds of worship and service that together we may share your love with those 

who you bring into our lives.  

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the members across the world who faithfully carry out the 

mission of the church in their own communities. May they be blessed as they live out Christ’s 

command to love God and our neighbour with all our heart. 

Loving Lord, we turn to you and ask that you would revive us afresh. 

 

Thursday: Peace Makers 

 

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 

not give up. Galatians 6:9 

Go peaceful, in gentleness, through the violence of these days. Give freely, show tenderness in 

all your ways. 

Through darkness, in troubled times, let holiness be your aim. Seek wisdom, let faithfulness 

burn like a flame. 

God speed you, God lead you and keep you wrapped around His heart. May you be known by 

love. 

Be righteous, speak truthfully in a world of greed and lies. Show kindness, see everyone 

through heaven’s eyes. 

God hold you, enfold you and keep you wrapped around His heart. May you be known by His 

love. (Paul Field) 

Lord, we unite together in our mission to show our Christian faith by helping the sustainable 

transformation of communities worldwide. Help us bring this about by nurturing strong 

relationships at all levels, and promoting peace and reconciliation locally, nationally and 

globally. 

Today we remember the people caught up in conflict: the politicians as they seek solutions; the 

peacemakers as they seek to bring hope; and the priests and pastors as they seek to bring 

comfort. 

Loving Lord, we turn to you and receive your peace. 

 



Friday: Becoming lifelong disciples together 

 

Parents, do not irritate your children, or they will become discouraged. Colossians 3: 21 

(GNT) 

Ever loving God, thank you for the gift of family. In the family your binding love finds 

expression and is where dreams, hopes and aspirations are nurtured. Bless and strengthen 

every family. In your loving mercy give us the resilience to trust in you in the midst of hard 

times. Help us to focus on our dreams, hopes and aspirations that we may find joy in you. 

Amen. - Dorothy Siep, Papua New Guinea:  

Father, families are made up in many ways, new and renewed, growing and developing, 

conventional or unusual. We pray for the strengthening of marriage and family life. We pray for 

all families to learn and accept your unconditional love. 

Loving Lord, we turn to you trusting you hold us all. 

 

 

 
Saturday: Celebrating the Church around the World 

 
As for God, his way is perfect: the Lord’s word is flawless; he shields all who take refuge in him. 

Psalm 18:30  

Loving Lord, we pray for your transformational blessing on the Church worldwide. 

We pray for our members throughout the world as they build hope and resilience in others 

through their witness and their work. 

We give thanks for signs of transformation in families and communities worldwide as we reach 

out in love and service. 

We pray for the flourishing of the Church as we adapt for the needs of this present time and 

entrust ourselves to God to lead us forward. 

Transform our lives, so that we may accomplish your purpose. Amen 



A husband and wife were travelling on holiday in 

Scotland. As they approached Kirkcudbright they 

started arguing about the pronunciation of the town. 

The argument raged until they stopped for lunch. 

As they stood in the restaurant, the husband asked 

the girl behind the counter, Before we order, could 

you please settle an argument for us?  Would you 

pronounce, very slowly, where we are?, The girl 

leaned over the counter and said  

“Burrrr……. gerrrrrrr…… Kiiiiiing” 

 

Genuine comments from flight crews:  

☺ Anything left behind will be distributed evenly among the crew. Please do not leave children 

or spouses. 

 

☺ We are pleased to have some of the best flight attendants in the industry - unfortunately 

none of them are on this flight. 

 

☺ As we prepare for take off please make sure your tray tables and seat backs are fully up-

right in their most uncomfortable position. 

 

☺ Smoking in the lavatories is prohibited. Any person caught smoking in the lavatories will be 

asked to leave the plane immediately. 



 

 

A priest was speeding along on a motorbike when he was stopped by a police-

man. The officer said: “I can't help noticing you’ve got L plates, Father. For some-

one who has yet to pass his test you were going dangerously fast.” “Don't worry, 

my son,” said the priest, “Jesus is with me.” “In that case,” said the officer, “ I'm go-

ing to have to book you. You're not allowed a pillion passenger.” 

 

An old man boasted about his fitness to a group of youngsters. “Every morning,” he said, “I do 

fifty push-ups, fifty sit-ups and walk two miles. I'm as fit as a Fiddle! And you want to know why? I 

don't smoke, I don't drink, I don't stay up late and I don't chase after women. And tomorrow I'm 

going to celebrate my ninety-seventh birthday.” “Oh really?” said one of the youngsters, “How?” 

 

At the site of a new church the contractor stopped to chat with one of his workmen. “Paddy," he 
said, “didn't you once tell me you had a brother who was a Bishop?" "That I did,” said Paddy “And 
yet you are a bricklayer, it sure is a funny old world. Things in life aren't divided equally are they?” 
“That they're not” agreed Paddy as he proudly slapped the mortar along the line of bricks. “My 
poor brother couldn't do this to save his life.” 

 

 

Some symptoms of Being Over 
Twenty-Five:  

 

☺ You leave clubs before the end to 
beat the rush. 

 

☺ You stop dreaming of being a pro-
fessional footballer and start 
dreaming of having a son who 
might be instead. 

 

☺ Before going out anywhere you 
ask what the parking is like. 

 

☺ You wish you had a shed. 

 

☺ Rather than throw an old pair of 
trainers out you keep them be-
cause they might be alright for the 
garden. 

 

☺ You become powerless to resist the lure of self-assembly furniture. 

 



 

 
A few riddles to end with: 

 
What do you call an igloo without a toilet? 

An ig. 
 

What do you call a missing parrot? 
A polygon  

 
Why was the theatre crying? 
The seats were all in tiers. 

 
Why was six unhappy? 

Because seven eight nine, 
 

That's all folks. 
 































You may be aware that many charities and organisations are struggling at this time, this 

includes churches.  

Great News! You can now sign up to join the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) online.  There is a 

link for this on the Giving page of our website: 

https://www.strattonteamministry.co.uk/giving/ 

 

If you haven’t considered the PGS before, we would ask you to prayerfully consider doing so. 

It’s very easy to sign up and it works in a similar way to a Direct Debit (that it is intended to 

replace), in that a regular payment authorised by you goes out either weekly, monthly or yearly 

straight to the church. It is perfectly safe and can be stopped or changed at any time.  

 

PGS is a great way to give to the work and mission of St Margaret's Church. Donations given 

through PGS come straight to the Church, there are no admin fees or bank charges for us to 

pay.   41 people have now signed up to do this - Thank you 





ACROSS 

 

8  ‘He poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the — ’ (Isaiah 53:12) (13) 

9  ‘When they had sung a hymn, they went — to the Mount of Olives (Matthew 26:30) (3) 

10 Comes between Galatians and Philippians (9)  

11 ‘Your heart will — and swell with joy’ (Isaiah 60:5) (5)  

13 Muslim holy month (7)  

16 Ten ears (anag.) (7)  



ACROSS 

 

19 Under (poetic abbrev.) (5)  

22 How Abram described himself to God when he complained that his inheritance would pass to 
a servant (Genesis 15:2) (9) 

24 ‘Go to the — , you sluggard’ (Proverbs 6:6) (3)  

25 Debar from receiving Communion (13) 

 

 

DOWN 

 

1  My — for His Highest (Oswald Chambers’ best-known book) (6)  

2  Festival of the resurrection (6)  

3  ‘His sons will prepare for war and — a great army’ (Daniel 11:10) (8)  

4  ‘Let not the — string his bow’ (Jeremiah 51:3) (6)  

5  Name of the River Thames in and around Oxford (4)  

6  ‘From then on Judas watched for an opportunity — — him over’ (Matthew 26:16) (2,4)  

7  ‘But Christ is faithful — — — over God’s house’ (Hebrews 3:6) (2,1,3)  

12 Long-handled implement used to till the soil (Isaiah 7:25) (3)  

14 Order to which monks and nuns devote themselves (8)  

15 Appropriate (Proverbs 15:23) (3)  

16 I, uncle (anag.) (6)  

17 ‘They gave him — — of broiled fish’ (Luke 24:42) (1,5)  

18 ‘Weren’t there three men that we — — and threw into the fire?’ (Daniel 3:24) (4,2)  

20 Mountain where Noah’s ark came to rest (Genesis 8:4) (6)  

21 ‘Don’t you know that friendship with the world is — towards God?’ (James 4:4) (6)  

23 Prominent architectural feature of large cathedrals such as St Paul’s (4) 

 

 

 

The Bible version used in our crosswords is the NIV. 

Crosswords reproduced by kind permission of BRF and John Capon, originally published in Three Down, Nine 
Across, by John Capon (£6.99 BRF). 





STRATTON TEAM MINISTRY NEWS - NEXT EDITION DEADLINE  

for Articles and Information anytime before 15th April 2024 

 Georgina Martin:  Church Office,  

 Tel: 826505   St Margaret’s Centre 

 Email:    stmchurchoffice020@gmail.com 

Also, by hand or call Georgina Martin on 07768 243675 

 

Errors and omissions — while we do try to ensure that all details are correct, some things may slip through and we 

apologise for that. 

Crossword Solutions 

ACROSS:  

8, Transgressors. 9, Out. 10, Ephesians. 11, Throb. 13, Ramadan. 16, Nearest. 19, Neath. 22, Childless. 24, Ant. 25, 
Excommunicate.  

DOWN:  

1, Utmost. 2, Easter. 3, Assemble. 4, Archer. 5, Isis. 6, To hand. 7, As a son. 12, Hoe. 14, Monastic. 15, Apt. 16, 
Nuclei. 17, A piece. 18, Tied up. 20, Ararat. 21, Hatred. 23, Dome. 



PARISH DIRECTORY & CENTRE USERS 

 

ORGANISATIONS 

 
 

Babies & Toddlers     Georgina Martin       07768 243675 

Bell Ringers     Wendy Sears      07769 788821 

Boys’ Brigade     Teresa Daglish      07796 925621 

Brownies - Mon     Yvette Webster-May     825398 

Bumps and Babes    Bekki     bumpsandbabes9@gmail.com 

Cadley Dance     Maria Howse      824446 

Centre Bookings     Richard Pfleger      828367 

Choir       Geoff Walters      822006 

Church Cleaning Rota    Pat England       822786 

Coleview      Church Office      826505 

Church Flowers      Richard Pfleger      828367 

Evening Fellowship Group   Anne Pope       07790 730 685  

            email eannepope@gmail .com  

FWO Envelopes     Ray England       822786 

Gift Aid Sec.     David Horne      724776 

Guide-Brownie Commissioner   Zoe Smith       831190 

Music Group     Rob South       822811 

Organists      Rob South       822811 

       Geoff Walters      822006 

Preschool      Hayley Woods, Supervisor    07816 547752 

WI. Stratton St Margaret   Mrs Covell       829900 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




