Stratton Team Ministry
Seeking, Sharing and Serving God
Together
Morning Worship- Sunday 22nd November 2020
O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Praise the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.
cf Psalm 51.15; 70.1

Lord, direct our thoughts, and teach us to pray.
Lift up our hearts to worship you in spirit and in truth,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Hymn
The Church's one foundation
is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation
by water and the Word:
from heav'n he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.
Elect from ev'ry nation,
yet one o'er all the earth,
her charter of salvation
one Lord, one faith, one birth;
one holy name she blesses,
partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses,
with ev'ry grace endued.
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'Mid toil and tribulation,
and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation
of peace forevermore;
till with the vision glorious
her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious
shall be the church at rest.
Yet she on earth hath union
with the God the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy!
Lord, give us grace that we,
like them, the meek and lowly,
on high may dwell with thee.
Samuel John Stone (1839-1900)

Prayers of Penitence
What God has prepared for those who love him,
he has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything.
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord,
who has prepared good things for those who love him.
cf 1 Corinthians 2.9

Lord God,
we have sinned against you;
we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us
and restore to us the joy of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins,
and restore us in his image to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The Lord is with us, he is our stronghold;
God will help at the break of day.
The Lord is with us, he is our stronghold;
God will help at the break of day.
God is our refuge and strength,
ready to help whenever we are in trouble:
God will help at the break of day.
We will not fear, even if the earth shakes,
and the mountains topple into the sea:
God will help at the break of day.
Come now and look at the works of the Lord,
the awesome things he has done on earth:
God will help at the break of day.
Be still and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations;
I will be exalted in the earth:
God will help at the break of day.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
The Lord is with us, he is our stronghold:
God will help at the break of day.
Psalm 46.1-3, 8, 10
Collect
God the Father,
help us to hear the call of Christ the King
and to follow in his service,
whose kingdom has no end;
for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, one glory
Amen.
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Ezekiel 34: 11-16; 20-24
“‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep and
look after them. 12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with
them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they
were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the
nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own
land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the
settlements in the land. 14 I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain
heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing
land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself
will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign Lord. 16 I will
search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen
the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with
justice.
11

“‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says to them: See, I myself will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Because you shove with flank and
shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with your horns until you have driven them
away, 22 I will save my flock, and they will no longer be plundered. I will judge
between one sheep and another. 23 I will place over them one shepherd, my servant
David, and he will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd. 24 I
the Lord will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them. I
the Lord have spoken.
20

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 95: 1-7
1

Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.

2

Let us come before him with thanksgiving
and extol him with music and song.

3

For the Lord is the great God,
the great King above all gods.

4

In his hand are the depths of the earth,
and the mountain peaks belong to him.

5

The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands formed the dry land.

6

Come, let us bow down in worship,
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker;

7

for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture,
the flock under his care.

Hymn
Angel voices, ever singing,
Round thy throne of light,
Angel harps, for ever ringing,
Rest not day or night;
Thousands only live to bless Thee,
And confess Thee Lord of might.
Thou who art beyond the farthest
Mortal eye can scan,
Can it be that thou regardest
Songs of sinful man?
Can we know that thou art near us
And wilt hear us? Yes, we can.
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Yea, we know that thou rejoicest
O'er each work of thine;
Thou didst ears and hands and voices
For thy praise design;
Craftsman's art and music's measure
For thy pleasure all combine.
In thy house, great God, we offer
Of thine own to thee;
And for thine acceptance proffer,
All unworthily,
Hearts and minds and hands and voices,
In our choicest psalmody.
Honour, glory, might and merit,
Thine shall ever be,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Blessed Trinity!
Of the best that thou hast given
Earth and heaven render thee.
Francis Potts (1832-1909)

Matthew 25: 14-30
“When the Son of Man comes as King and all the angels with him, he will sit on his
royal throne, 32 and the people of all the nations will be gathered before him. Then
he will divide them into two groups, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats. 33 He will put the righteous people at his right and the others at his left.
34
Then the King will say to the people on his right, ‘Come, you that are blessed by
my Father! Come and possess the kingdom which has been prepared for you ever
since the creation of the world. 35 I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave
me a drink; I was a stranger and you received me in your homes, 36 naked and you
clothed me; I was sick and you took care of me, in prison and you visited me.’ 37 The
righteous will then answer him, ‘When, Lord, did we ever see you hungry and feed
you, or thirsty and give you a drink? 38 When did we ever see you a stranger and
welcome you in our homes, or naked and clothe you? 39 When did we ever see you
sick or in prison, and visit you?’ 40 The King will reply, ‘I tell you, whenever you did
this for one of the least important of these followers of mine, you did it for me!’
41
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Away from me, you that are under God's
curse! Away to the eternal fire which has been prepared for the Devil and his angels!
42
I was hungry but you would not feed me, thirsty but you would not give me a drink;
43
I was a stranger but you would not welcome me in your homes, naked but you
would not clothe me; I was sick and in prison but you would not take care of me.’
44
Then they will answer him, ‘When, Lord, did we ever see you hungry or thirsty or a
31
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stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and we would not help you?’ 45 The King will
reply, ‘I tell you, whenever you refused to help one of these least important ones,
you refused to help me.’ 46 These, then, will be sent off to eternal punishment, but
the righteous will go to eternal life.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Sermon
Hymn
Make me a channel of Your peace
Where there is hatred, let me bring Your love
Where there is injury, Your pardon Lord
And where there's doubt, true faith in You
Oh Master, grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console
To be understood as to understand
To be loved as to love with all my soul
Make me a channel of Your peace
Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope
Where there is darkness, only light
And where there's sadness, ever joy
Oh Master, grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console
To be understood as to understand
To be loved as to love with all my soul
Make me a channel of Your peace
It is pardoning that we are pardoned
In giving to all men that we receive
And in dying that we're born to eternal life
Sebastian Temple (1928-1997) based on Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi © 1967 OCP Publications
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The Creed
We believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
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Hymn
The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never.
I nothing lack if I am his,
and he is mine forever.
Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth;
and where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.
Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed,
but yet in love he sought me;
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.
In death's dark vale I fear no ill,
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;
thy rod and staff my comfort still,
thy cross before to guide me.
Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thy unction grace bestoweth;
and oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!
And so through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.
Henry Williams Baker (1821 - 1877)

Blessing
Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will,
that you may reign with him in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen
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