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No Cashé No problem! 
 

You can now make a donation to the church by mobile phone. 

 

Simply send your gift to: 

  

Birstall and Wanlip P.C.C. 

Barclays Bank 

Acct. Number: 30884502 

Sort Code: 20-49-11 

Use Reference: ôPLATEõ 

 

 

Can you please make it a  

regular gift and so keep the Church doors open for  

future generations? 

 

Thank you!  
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Come my guardian angels, misfortunes overcome.  

Whatever good in my heart, I know who put it there.  

Lead me loving, lead me true, I will follow you I swear. 
 

In May I was privileged to hear The Bohemian Choir singing beautiful 
music and telling heart-breaking yet heartening family stories of dark 

days in the life of their country, now part of the Czech Republic.  

The choristers were all young adults from the University of Liberec. 

2018 marks two anniversaries within the Czech Republic: the 100th 

anniversary of the establishment of the country and the 50th 

anniversary of the beginning of the violent Communist military 

occupation in 1968. To mark these anniversaries, and to promote 

awareness of the history and culture of their country, the Bohemian 

choir worked on a unique project: Dark Times in Beautiful Places. 

Combining music and story-telling, the choir entertained and 

educated us with respect to the Communist era in Czechoslovakia.  

Beautiful choral pieces were interspersed with stories of those 

terrible days, all stories drawn from family memories of the choir 

members themselves. I found it utterly heart-breaking, not least the 

thought that these things had been happening during my adult life, 

and I hadnõt known the half of it.  The concert ended with the song 

Guardian Angels. We were each given an English translation on 

card as a keepsake, and encouraged to pray it as they sang.     Anne 

KEEP IN TOUCHõ, Winter 2018   
 

Copy by November 1st, please  
 

All contributions welcome. Maximum preferred length: 500 words.   

(If longer, the editor reserves the right to edit!!) 

The editor wishes to say a big thank you to all who kindly contribute. 
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REGULAR SERVICES IN OUR CHURCHES  

REGULAR EVENTS AND GROUPS  

 

Weekly  

Thursday  7.30-9.00pm  Bell ringing practice  (St James)  

         Contact Clive Mobbs  0116 2677156 

Saturday  10-12 noon   St James Church open   + Tea and coffee  

 

 

Monthly  

2nd Monday   7.30pm    Monday Group (Village Hall)  

          Contact Jane Scott  0116 2673761 

4th Monday  10.15am      Mothersõ Union  (St James) 

         Contact Helen Tarry 0116 2677493           

1st Wed.  10.30am    Contemplative Prayer   76 Sibson Road 

          Contact Noreen Talbot 0116 2672756 

3rd Tuesday  10am -12.30 Old Nickõs Coffee Shop 

        Wanlip Church and Community Centre  

St James, Birstall,  Sunday  

  8 am Holy Communion (said) 

10 am All Together (1st Sunday) 

10 am Parish Communion (other Suns) 

10 am  Sunday School 
 

Weekdays  
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,  

Friday  9 am      Morning Prayer  
 

Thurs. 9.30 am  Holy Communion 

Our Lady & St Nicholas, Wanlip  

Sundays, 6 pm 

 

Ist Sunday 

 Holy Communion  

2nd, 3rd, 4th Sundays  

 Prayer Book Evensong 

5th Sunday  

    Alternative Service of the Word 
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BURSTING OUT ALL OVER  

God, Me and Art 2018 

 

 

 

 

A small group from Birstall and Wanlip meets every two months on a 

Wednesday, 2-4 pm, in the Church Office for God, Me and Art.  

We are not expert artists. We are not all artists in the traditional 

sense. We are not competitive or judgmental, but we do enjoy what 

God has inspired each of us to bring along. In June we had the theme 

Bursting Out All Over and there were contributions in watercolour, 

poetry, drama, flower-arranging and collage, to name just a few of the 

media used. On October10th, the theme is Tides and Seasons. On 

December 5th, the theme is Generosity. Weõd love you to join us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On BBC 1õs Songs Of Praise around Easter, a church was featured 

which had produced its own Stations of the Cross through the art-

work of its members. Birstall and Wanlip have lots of artists of many 

kinds and so we plan to produce a set of Resurrection Stations of the 

Cross for Easter 2019.  

As well as paint in various forms, we are thinking of collage, tapestry, 

embroidery and much, much more. Weõd love you to be involved. 

We need to start planning very soon. If youõd like to be involved or 

would like more details, please contact Lesley Walton or me. 
 

Kerry Emmett.  
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RECTORõS RAMBLINGS 
 

By the time you read this, I will (hopefully) have 

been rested, had a holiday road trip around 

some lovely English cities including Oxford, 

York and Bath and begun to plan the Autumn 
programme.   As I write, however, I am sitting in my study following 

Julyõs All Together Service, listening to Sheryl packing upstairs and 

shouting the occasional question about what I want to take with me: 

ôthe usualé pants, socks, shirts but not my phone or laptop.õ  Iõm 

learning!  
 

At this morningõs 8am service I preached on the passage in Markõs 

gospel about two of Jesusõ healings, the woman with a 12-year bleed 

and Jairusõ daughter.  I had an equality theme in mind. This week in 

Westminster Hall, an exhibition opened. Called ôVoice and Vote,õ it 

marked one hundred years of votes for (some) women. Iõm 
reminded, however, that around the world, life is still very unequal 

for women, and in so many different ways.  I asked the women in my 

life what itõs like being a woman today and found that even in Britain 

the inequalities are still anger-making and in many ways.  For women 

further afield - around the world - it can be horrendous, abhorrent 

even.  I realised that I was not as aware as I thought I was. And thatõs 

been an eye-opener.  
 

Jesus calls us to treat everyone as equal in the sight of Almighty God. 

Treating everyone as equal isnõt just about saying it, but meaning it. 
And meaning it requires that we stand up to inequalities and speak 

out whenever we see them.   We sort of lament when we see 

inequalities in other faiths, other countries and other cultures, but 

we donõt always notice when inequality rears its ugly head in our 

own sphere.  I need to notice how I am complicit, or ignorant, or 

accidentally or, sadly, purposefully misogynist because of my white 

male middle-class upbringing.   Of course, this reads across to race 

relations too.  How am I racist?  
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Highlighting the injustice of the 1832 Reform Bill in for the first time 

restricting the franchise to ômale personsõ, she concluded, with 

considerable outrage, the character of the seventeen ladies with whom I 

have the honour to be associated makes its own appeal. Their private and 

public virtues, the distinguished service they have and are rendering to the 

community, their interest in and acquaintance with public questions are 

known and appreciated. It is a scandal that these, and such as these, 

should be condemned to political serfdom while the votes of the most 

degraded of men are solicited and welcomed.  

The Representation of the People Act became law in February 1918. 

From then on women over 30, who were occupiers of property or 

married to occupiers, were entitled to vote. This was seen as a major 

success for women's suffrage. The Act was not, however, such a 

success for women under 30. They would have to wait a further ten 

years before they received the same rights. 
 

Some of our readers may have their own family memories?  Please 

do write and share them with fellow readers of Keep in Touch. 

The Editor 


