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 We pray for:   

Those who are ill: Irene Booth, Cassie Buono, Brian Cato, Christopher Davies, Revd Malcolm Edwards, Lisa Ginniff, Irene 

Halliwell, Jenny Harris, Keith Haworth, Mario Heaton, Edith Ibbotson, Joan James, Patricia James, Mike Johnson, Eileen Marsh, 

Norman Sidlow, James Tonge. 
 

Those who have died recently: Joyce Cunliffe, Anne Molyneux 
 

And on their anniversaries this week we remember: Doris Barmby, Ellen Dallimore, Margaret Fairhurst, Phyllis Hodgkiss, 

Maurice Isherwood, Stephen Myers, Gladys Snape, Gladys Woods, Samuel Woodward. 

 

              This week:   
 

 

Many thanks to all who subscribe by e-mail to our weekly pewsheets ð do pass them on and encourage others to 

sign up.  
 

Today we have a Service of the Word led by Alan Morris. 
 

Archbishop Justin Welby has issued a statement regarding the latest government announcement on restrictions in 

relation to Sunday worship from Monday 14 September 2020: 
 

òAfter contact with Government we hear that there is NO CHANGE to guidance on places of worship. Worship is 

the work of God ð not a social gathering ð and gives the strength to love and service." 
 

Next week there will be a Holy Communion Service led by Revd Barrie Gaskell 
 

Itõs another packed Pewsheet Plus again this week. We get to the most famous chapter of 1 Corinthians this week 

and the organists among us who have been to many weddings will know this chapter by heart. Our daily prayers for 

this week have been inspired by this reading. With this we get to the end of our daily readings from 1 Corinthians 

and weõre back to the Old Testament briefly next week. 
 

At the end of the sheet, there are some notices particularly about the Confirmation Service & the Annual Meeting so 

do please contact us if you want further details. We have received further information confirming that we are unable 

to collect weekly attendance figures for school form signing. If you are applying for secondary school places and need 

school application forms completing, however, details for how weõre doing that this time that are on the final page. 
 

St Jamesõ Daisy Hill is running its Heritage Week events online this week ð more details in the notices at 

the back of the pewsheet. 
 

If anyone played òSpot the Cathedraló from last weekõs Pewsheet Plus, you should have got Canterbury [Monday], 

Lincoln [Tuesday], Coventry [old cathedral, see this weekõs homily] & Lichfield [Wednesday], Salisbury [with spire 

popularised by Russian spies] & Durham [Thursday], Notre Dame de Paris [pre-fire], Wells and Truro [Friday] with 

Liverpool Anglican & Roman Catholic and Winchester [Saturday]. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 

In line with the updated Government and Church of England restrictions, attendance at Joyce Cunliffe’s funeral 

has been limited further and unless specifically invited, people must not attend nor pay their respects by waiting 

outside church.  
 

 The family have requested a memorial service at a later date when restrictions are lifted which will be open to all. 
 

As the lockdown continues, weõll send another Pewsheet Plus out again next weekend. Do keep any news, views and 

feedback coming. Please also check our Team YouTube channel for online services: 

                 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg 
 

Ed 

 

     TODAY’S SERVICES 

There will be a Service of the Word at St. Bartholomew’s Church at 11:00am led by Alan Morris 
 

The same guidelines and regulations will apply, please see the sheets available or the website for details 

or do contact us. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg


PARISH OF ST BARTHOLOMEW  WESTHOUGHTON 
St Bartholomew            St Thomas           St George  

 

  

¢ƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘΥ  
Merciful God, your Son came to save us and bore our 

sins on the cross: may we trust in your mercy and know 
your love, rejoicing in the righteousness that is ours 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen.  
 

CƛǊǎǘ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ                              9ȄƻŘǳǎ мпΦ мф π ŜƴŘ    
19The angel of God who was going before the Israelite 
army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of 

cloud moved from in front of them and took its place 
behind them. 20It came between the army of Egypt and 

the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the 
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near 

the other all night. 21Then Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong 

east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and 
the waters were divided. 22The Israelites went into the 

sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them 
on their right and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued, 

and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaohõs horses, 
chariots, and chariot drivers. 24At the morning watch the 

LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon 
the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into 
panic. 25He clogged their chariot wheels so that they 

turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ôLet us flee 
from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them 

against Egypt.õ 26Then the LORD said to Moses, ôStretch 
out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come 

back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot 
drivers.õ 27So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, 

and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the 
Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians 

into the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the 
chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of 

Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of 
them remained. 29But the Israelites walked on dry 

ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for 
them on their right and on their left. 30Thus the LORD 

saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw 
the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31Israel saw the 
great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So 

the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD 
and in his servant Moses.  
 

 
 

bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ     wƻƳŀƴǎ мпΦ м π мн 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the 

purpose of quarrelling over opinions. 2Some believe in 
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 
3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and 
those who abstain must not pass judgement on those 

who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to 

pass judgement on servants of another? It is before their 
own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, 

for the Lord is able to make them stand. 5Some judge 
one day to be better than another, while others judge all 

days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own 
minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in 

honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour 
of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those 
who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give 

thanks to God. 7We do not live to ourselves, and we do 
not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and 

if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live 
or whether we die, we are the Lordõs. 9For to this end 

Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of 
both the dead and the living. 10Why do you pass 

judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand 

before the judgement seat of God. 11For it is written, 
ôAs I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

and every tongue shall give praise to God.õ 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.  
 

DƻǎǇŜƭ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ                aŀǧƘŜǿ муΦ нм π ор 
21Peter came and said to Jesus, ôLord, if another member 

of the church sins against me, how often should I 
forgive? As many as seven times?õ 22Jesus said to him, 

ôNot seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
23For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with 
his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who 

owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 
25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be 

sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell 

on his knees before him, saying, òHave patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.ó 27And out of pity for him, 
the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the 

debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon 
one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred 

denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, òPay what 
you owe.ó 29Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded 

with him, òHave patience with me, and I will pay you.ó 
30But he refused; then he went and threw him into 

prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow-
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 

distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all 
that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and 

said to him, òYou wicked slave! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not 

have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on 
you?ó 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be 

tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my 
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you 
do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.õ  
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Homily ï 13th September 2020.  Revd Carol Pharaoh 

 

Forgiveness. 
 

OK.  So, we may have heard / read today’s gospel story many, many times, but let’s get down to the 

real nitty gritty.  In everyday life, how many times do you really think a person should be forgiven 

for doing something wrong? Once? Twice? Three times?  
 

Peter asked Jesus, "How many times should I forgive someone who sins against me?  Should I 

forgive him seven times?"  I imagine Peter thought this very generous.  Jesus didn't agree.  Jesus 

answered Peter, "Not seven times, but seventy times seven." 
 

Four hundred and ninety is a very big number of course but that’s not the point.  The point Jesus 

was trying to get Peter to understand is we shouldn't worry about keeping count at all.  We should 

just keep on forgiving because that’s what God does.  God forgives us over and over again. He 

wants us to do the same.  Even beyond four hundred and ninety. 

 

Why do we need to forgive? 
 

This lesson about forgiveness is really hard for us to take on board.  I suspect the reason for this is 

because we don’t understand the need to.  Why do we need to forgive?  If you forgive over and over 

again isn’t that being a bit of a push over? A bit of a door mat?  Are we letting the person get away 

with stuff that they shouldn’t?  Well, not really, because if they are truly sorry, they won’t do it 

again and if we don’t forgive, we end up the worse for it.  For example, forgiveness helps us to 

move forward easier.  If we don’t forgive all the bad feeling and hurt that we lock up inside, it stops 

us enjoying life.  Sometimes it can even make us ill.  T. D. Jakes said, ‘I think the first step is to 

understand that forgiveness does not exonerate the perpetrator. Forgiveness liberates the victim. It’s 

a gift you give yourself.’ 

 

The story of the bombing of Coventry Cathedral during World War II  
 

It might be helpful to also reflect on the story of Coventry.   On the night of 14 November, 1940, an 

air raid reduced Coventry and its cathedral to a heap of smoking ruins. Hundreds died, thousands 

were casualties or made homeless, and of the beautiful medieval cathedral only the burnt-out shell 

remained. The people of Coventry were devastated, shocked and numbed by the enormity of the 

scale of destruction wreaked by that air-raid. 
 

A small congregation gathered for worship in the ruins of the cathedral. Someone had fashioned a 

crude cross out of two charred beams and placed it by the altar. It spoke to those there both of the 

desolation they had experienced, and the fact that God shared in it as well. When they came to say 

the Lord's Prayer, voices faltered as they began to repeat: Forgive us our trespasses – the 

outrageousness of what they were being asked to do suddenly hit them. They were being asked to 

forgive their enemies, those who had destroyed their city, burnt down their cathedral, killed or 

wounded family, friends and neighbours. Yet some had the courage to continue: as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 
 

You can read on Coventry Cathedral’s website how the cathedral community has remained true to 

that act of will. It has become a centre of reconciliation and hope through the work of the 

'Community of the Cross of Nails'. It was on that bleak day in November that the truth of 

forgiveness, resurrection and reconciliation began to bear fruit.  As the story of Coventry shows, 
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when people look beyond their own pain to the mercy and forgiveness of God, then 

their journey of forgiveness can begin. 

 

Godôs grace.   

So to finish, how many sweets do you think are in the jar?  Is our ‘jar’ of 

forgiveness always full, like this one?  The thing is you see, if we have 

been the recipient of God’s grace, we should also be a channel for it.  
 

As we have been forgiven, so we should forgive. 
 

Jesus knew how much we need to forgive one another.  In today’s 

readings we are challenged to forgive generously and from the heart, just 

as we have been forgiven by God. This isn’t something that always 

comes naturally to us, but with God it is possible.  In many cases 

forgiveness is an orientation, a commitment to a journey, a process that 

leads to a new place.  Ultimately the question has to be, is it worth it?’  

The answer is a resounding yes.  It’s the only way for us if we are to live 

and grow and move on.   

 

Be strong 
 

Mahatma Gandhi is reported to have said once, ‘The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the 

attribute of the strong.’ 
 

God asks us to be strong and learn the art of forgiveness.  It will take us more than a lifetime to get 

the hang of it possibly but it truly is the only way. 
 

With prayers and best wishes, Carol 

    

Lord, we thank-you for this place of prayer, for the faith 

that has blossomed here, and the worship offered in all 
seasons. We thank you for enabling us to be part of this 
worshipping community. And we rejoice in being part of 

the Christian world, where the sun never sets on 
prayers ascending, as day succeeds night and night 

succeeds day, even unto the end of the age.  
 

Lord, bless those who resist the temptations of power; 
bless those who cause no harm. Bless those who seek to 

reconcile; bless those who themselves form a bridge for 
unlikely meetings. Bless those who repent their 

oppression; bless those who have been harmed, but 
show their oppressors mercy. In the reconciliation that 

is based on repentance and mercy, in the healing that has 
held and enfolded the pain, Lord, we add our voices to 

your music: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Glorious and redeeming God, give us hearts to 

praise you all our days: in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Lord, you are immortal, invisible, utterly beyond our 
imagining. But you are also imprinted within us, moving 

amongst us and constantly opening our eyes and ears to 
the wonders that lie all around us. Such a wonder is 

human friendship, encounters with others which both 
make us aware of our own solitude and help us escape 

from it. Others with whom we can fall silent without 
feeling uncomfortable, and to whom we can unburden 
ourselves without embarrassment. 

Glorious and redeeming God, give us hearts to 
praise you all our days: in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 
 

Lord, when we suffer physical or mental pain, we do not 
understand the reason for pain in this world, and the 

knowledge of the existence of suffering is itself painful. 
But throughout our journey in the vale of tears, help us 

to help you, and to defend your dwelling place inside us 
to the last. 

Glorious and redeeming God, give us hearts to 
praise you all our days: in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Lord, we thank you for the saints of all ages, for those 
who, in times of darkness, kept burning the lamp of faith; 

for the great souls who saw visions of larger truth and 
dared to declare it; and for those we knew and loved, 
who have passed from this earthly fellowship into the 

fuller light of life with you. 
Glorious and redeeming God, give us hearts to 

praise you all our days: in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
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Monday 14 September    

Holy Cross Day 

Holy Cross Day is one of those feasts that 

usually passes us by. Celebrated on 

September 14th, Holy Cross day is a day 

which honours and commemorates the 

sacrifice that Jesus Christ made on the cross 

for our salvation. Occasionally, this day will 

be called Holy Rood Day. Rood is simply 

another word for the cross. 

The rood screen is a common feature in 

late medieval church architecture. It is 

typically an ornate partition between 

the chancel and nave, dividing the nave of 

the church where the congregation were 

allowed from 

the chancel 

where the priests or monks would lead the services.  They used to be substantial stone structures 

but are now more often made of wood or wrought iron. The rood screen would originally have 

been surmounted by a rood loft  carrying the Great Rood, a sculptural representation of 

the Crucifixion. 

There are several Holy Rood churches but only one in the country with the dedication St. Cross 

which is here in the Diocese of Manchester in Clayton on Ashton New Road. 
 

 

Numbers 21. 4 - 9 
The Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people became 
ƛƳǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ aƻǎŜǎΣ Ψ²Ƙȅ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ brought us up out 
ƻŦ 9ƎȅǇǘ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΚ CƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘŜǘŜǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜ ŦƻƻŘΦΩ 
Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites 
died. The people came to MƻǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƴƴŜŘ ōȅ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ȅƻǳΤ 
ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǇŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎΦΩ {ƻ aƻǎŜǎ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ 
aƻǎŜǎΣ ΨaŀƪŜ ŀ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴƻǳǎ ǎŜǊǇŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƻƭŜΤ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ is bitten shall look at it and 
ƭƛǾŜΦΩ {ƻ aƻǎŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎŜǊǇŜƴǘ ƻŦ ōǊƻƴȊŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀ ǇƻƭŜΤ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ŀ ǎŜǊǇŜƴǘ ōƛǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΣ 
that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

Philippians 2. 6 - 11 

Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found 
in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death ς even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

John 3. 13 - 17 

WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ bƛŎƻŘŜƳǳǎΥ Ψbƻ ƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ 
the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal lifeΦ ΨCƻǊ DƻŘ ǎƻ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ 
ƻƴƭȅ {ƻƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊƛǎƘ ōǳǘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦ ΨLƴŘŜŜŘΣ DƻŘ ŘƛŘ 
not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
ƘƛƳΦΩ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chancel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nave
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifix
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Almighty God, 

who in the passion of your blessed Son 

made an instrument of painful death 

to be for us the means of life and peace: 

grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ 

that we may gladly suffer for his sake; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Let us pray to the Father through his Son, 

who suffered on the cross for the worldõs 

redemption. 
Fill with your Spirit Christõs broken body, the Church.  

Give to Christian people everywhere a deep longing 

to take up the cross and to understand its 

mysterious glory. 

By the Saviourõs cross and passion, 

Lord, save us and help us. 

 

Bless those who lead the Churchõs worship é 

In the preaching of the word 

and the celebration of the sacraments, 

draw your people close to you. 

By the Saviourõs cross and passion, 

Lord, save us and help us. 

 

Give your grace to those who preach your word to 

the nations é 

Help us to witness to the faith we have received 

by our words and in our deeds, 

and daily conform us more and more to Christ, 

that we may glory in his cross. 

By the Saviourõs cross and passion, 

Lord, save us and help us. 

 

Look in your mercy upon the world you loved so 

much 

that you sent your Son to suffer and to die é 

Strengthen those who work to share 

the reconciliation won at such a cost upon the cross. 

By the Saviourõs cross and passion, 

Lord, save us and help us. 

 

Bring healing by the wounds of Christ 

to all who are weighed down by pain and injustice  
Help the lonely and the betrayed, the suffering and 

the dying, 

to find strength in the companionship of Jesus, 

and in his passion to know their salvation. 

By the Saviourõs cross and passion, 

Lord, save us and help us. 

 

Welcome into paradise all who have left this world 

in your friendship é 

According to your promises, 

bring them with all your saints 

to share in the benefits of Christõs death and 

resurrection. 

By the Saviourõs cross and passion, 

Lord, save us and help us. 

 

Holy God, holy and strong, 

holy and immortal,  

have mercy on us. 

 

 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you; 

by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

We preach Christ crucified, 

the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

By your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 

God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you; 

by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 
cf 1 Corinthians 1 and Galatians 6 
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Tuesday 15th September 

Today the church remembers St. Cyprian ð bishop of Carthage and martyr died on this day 258 AD 

 

#ÙÐÒÉÁÎ ×ÁÓ ÂÉÓÈÏÐ ÏÆ #ÁÒÔÈÁÇÅ ȟ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ 0ÏÐÅȟ ÁÎÄ Á 
ÎÏÔÁÂÌÅ %ÁÒÌÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ×ÒÉÔÅÒȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ×ÈÏÓÅ ,ÁÔÉÎ ×ÏÒËÓ ÁÒÅ ÅØÔÁÎÔȢ 
 
(Å ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ σÒÄ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ ÉÎ .ÏÒÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȟ 
ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÁÔ #ÁÒÔÈÁÇÅȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ Á ÃÌÁÓÓÉÃÁÌ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ 3ÏÏÎ ÁÆÔÅÒ 
ÃÏÎÖÅÒÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÉÔÙȟ ÈÅ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ Á ÂÉÓÈÏÐ ÉÎ ςτωȢ ! ÃÏÎÔÒÏÖÅÒÓÉÁÌ 
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One Body with Many Members 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are 
one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one bodyτJews or Greeks, 
slaves or freeτand we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.  
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church 
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of 
assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? 31 But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. 
 

Paul has already said, ôWe, who are many, are one bodyõ (10:17). The Holy Spirit had baptised them all into one body. There 

was no difference between those from different nations, or in different places in society. Christians are like Christõs body on earth 

- they should speak and work for him [v 12-14]. When God came to earth as Jesus, he had a single body, but now the church 

is Godõs body here on earth, not one member but many, all of us. 

Paul describes the functions of different parts of the body of Christ [v.27 ð 28]. He seems to give them in order of their 

importance because he says ôfirstõ, ôsecondõ and ôthirdõ but to see this as a ranking in order of importance is likely to be a 

misunderstanding. Paul has been writing previously about the importance of all parts of the body, so, he is probably thinking 

about the way that people become Christians and the way that people make progress in their journey of faith. ôApostlesõ first 

gave the message about Jesus Christ, then ôProphetsõ continued the work because they made them spiritually stronger after 

which ôTeachersõ gave them more information and helped them to understand their faith better. 

Paul has already mentioned miracles and power to heal (12:9-10) and here he adds the power to help other people. Those with 

this gift gives wise advice to the whole church. 

Paul mentions ôtonguesõ last of all because it was a problem in the church at Corinth. He wanted to show that it was only one 

of many different gifts. Therefore, he spoke about other gifts first. 

The command in v. 31 seems to oppose what Paul says in verses 29-30. There he emphasises the variety of gifts and, in verses 

21-26, he shows how each personõs gifts are necessary for the rest of the Christian ôbodyõ. He is not saying that some people 

are more important than other people. But he will explain in 14:1-25, which are the greater gifts. They are those that benefit 

the church. But he first shows that no spiritual gift has any value without love and we come to that part tomorrow. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carthage_(episcopal_see)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Christian
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Holy God, 

who brought Cyprian to faith in Christ, 

made him a bishop in the Church 

and crowned his witness with a martyrõs death: 

grant that, after his example, 

we may love the Church and her teachings, 

find your forgiveness within her fellowship 

and so come to share the heavenly banquet 

you have prepared for us; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 
Lord, 

Because love is patienté 

Help me to be slow to judge, but quick to listen,  

hesitant to criticize, but eager to encourage, 

remembering your endless patience with me. 

 

Because love is kindé  

Help my words to be gentle and my actions to be 

thoughtful.  

Remind me to smile and to say òPleaseó and 

òThank Youó 

because those little things still mean so much. 

 

Because love does not envy or boast, and it is not 

proudé  

Help me have a heart that is humble and sees the 

good in others. 

May I celebrate and appreciate all that I have 

and all that  I am, 

as well as doing the same for those around me. 

 

Because love is not rude or self-seekingé  

Help me to speak words that are easy on the ear 

and on the heart. 

When Iõm tempted to get wrapped up in my own 

little world,  

remind me thereõs a great big world out there full 

of needs and hurts. 

 

Because love is not easily angered and keeps no record of 

wrongsé 

Help me to forgive others as you have forgiven 

me. 

When I want to hold onto a grudge, 

gently help me release it 

so I can reach out with a hand of love instead. 

 

Because love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 

truthé 

Help me stand up for what is right and good. 

May I defend the defenceless, and help the 

helpless. 

Show me how I can make a difference. 

 

Because love always protects and always trustsé  

Help me to be a refuge for those around me. 

When the world outside is harsh and cold, 

may my heart be a place of acceptance and 

warmth. 

 

Finally, because love always perseveresé  

Help my heart continually beat with love for You 

and others. 

Thank you for showing us what the word love 

really means. Amen. 
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Wednesday 16th September 
 

Today the church remembers St. Ninian ð bishop of Galloway, apostle to the Picts and martyr died on this day c. 432 AD 

St. Ninian was a Bishop, date of birth unknown who died about 432 and is remembered as the 
first  Apostle of Christianity in Scotland.  

The earliest account of him is by the Venerable Bede. He states that while 
engaged in building his church at Candida Casa [= the white house] Ninian 
heard of the death of St. Martin  and decided to dedicate the building to him. 
Now St. Martin  died about 397, so that the mission of Ninian to the Picts of 
the Scottish borders must have begun towards the end of the fourth 
century. St. Ninian founded at Whithorn a monastery which became famous 
as a school of monasticism within a century of his death; his work among the 
southern Picts seems to have had but a short lived success - references to 
Ninian's converts having abandoned Christianity are found in Sts. Columba 
and Kentigern. The body of St. Ninian was buried in the church at Whithorn 
(Wigtownshire), but no relics are now known to exist.  

The facts given by Bede form practically all we know of St. Ninian's life and work. 

 
м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мнΦ омō ς моΦ ŜƴŘ 
 

!ƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǎǝƭƭ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǿŀȅΦ 
 

The Gift of Love 

13 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions, 
and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 
knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10 but when 
the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought 
like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12 For now we see 
in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as 
I have been fully known. 13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is 
love. 
 

At first this chapter can seem a bit out of place and we often read it at weddings out of its true context. But itõs actually the 

cement holding two layers of bricks together. In chapter 12, Paul has listed all the spiritual gifts that God has given to his church 

and how, despite all being individuals with different gifts, we all have to come together as the body of Christ for them to work in 

harmony. In chapter 14, Paul speaks of how these gifts are to be used in ministering to the church. But having these gifts and 

using them is simply worthless without the love spoken of in this chapter. 

The Greeks had three words for love, one that described a love between members of a family, one for the love between friends 

and a third for romantic love. In this passage, Paul chooses a new word òagapeó describing Godõs love for an undeserving world 

and its people, a concept so different that they almost had to invent this word to describe it. If you know the King James version 

of the Bible, they used the word òcharityó to describe it as this was the closest definition they could find at that time. 
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https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7629
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=445
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8092
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=445
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9934
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Almighty and everlasting God, 

who called your servant Ninian to preach the gospel to the people of northern Britain: 

raise up in this and every land 

heralds and evangelists of your kingdom, 

that your Church may make known the immeasurable riches of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

 

Dear God, 

Thank you that you are a loving, gracious God. Thank you that youõve offered us forgiveness and the gift of new life 

in you. Thank you that your love is perfect, it never fails, and that nothing can separate us from your love. 

We pray that our lives would be filled and overflowing with the power of your love so we can make a difference in 

this world and bring honour to you. We ask for your help in reminding us that the most important things are not 

what we do outwardly, itõs not based on any talent or gift, but the most significant thing we can do in this life is 

simply to love you and to choose to love others. 

Lord thank you that your love is patient. Help us show patience with those around us. 

Lord thank you that your love is kind. Help us to extend kindness to others. 

Lord thank you that true love is not jealous. Help us cast aside feelings of jealousy or hatred towards others. 

Lord thank you that your love does not brag and is not arrogant. Help us not to live with pride or arrogance, but to 

choose to walk with humility and grace. 

Lord thank you that true love does not act unbecomingly. Lord help us to extend kindness instead of rudeness 

towards others. Help us to lay aside the critical tone and tearing down with our words, so that we can truly walk in 

peace. 

Lord thank you that true love does not seek its own. Lord help us not to live selfishly, looking only to our own 

interests. 

Lord thank you that true love is not provoked. Lord help us not to become easily angered. Help us not to be so 

quickly reactive, but instead slow to speak and slow to become angry. 

Lord thank you that your love does not take into account a wrong suffered. Lord help us not to hold grudges, but to 

choose to forgive, even when itõs difficult. 

Lord thank you that your love does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth. Lord help us to love 

your words of truth, may we walk in your freedom and wisdom. Let it be what drives our lives and choices every day. 

Lord thank you that your love bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things, thank you that your 

love never fails. 

Help us to love as you love. Fill us with your Spirit so that we 

can choose what is best. We are weak Lord, but we know 

also, that even when we are weak, you are strong within us. 

Thank you that itõs not all up to us. Thank you that you equip 

us to face each day with the power of your love, your 

forgiveness, and your grace. 

We love you Lord, and we need you today, and every day,  

In Jesusõ Name, 

Amen. 
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Thursday 17th September  
 

Today the church remembers St. Hildegard of Bingen ð abbess and visionary who died on this day in 1179 AD 
 

St. Hildegard, also known as St. Hildegard of Bingen and Sibyl of the Rhine, is a Doctor of the Church 
and became a saint in 2012. She was also a writer, composer, philosopher, Christian mystic, and 
German Benedictine abbess. She was born around 1098 to a noble family as the youngest of ten 
children. 

Her parents had promised their sick daughter to God, so they placed her in care of a Benedictine nun, 
Blessed Jutta, in the Diocese of Speyer at 8-years-old. She was taught how to read and sing the Latin 
psalms. Her holiness and strong piety made her adored by all who met her. It is said, from this young 
age, Hildegard began experiencing her visions. 

When Hildegard turned 18, she became a Benedictine nun at the Monastery of St. Disibodenberg. After 
Jutta died in 1136, Hildegard was elected superior. 

Her unique nature and strong devotion to the Holy Spirit attracted many novices to the convent. The 
rapid growth alarmed Hildegard. She soon moved on with eighteen other sisters to found a new 
Benedictine house near Bingen in 1148 and later establish a convent in Eibingen in 1165. She believed 
this was Divine command. 

Hildegard quickly became recognized for her immense knowledge of all things faithful, music and 
natural science, with knowledge of medicine, despite never having any formal education and not 
knowing how to write. 

Much of her insight is believed to have been communicated by God himself through her frequent 
visions. At first, Hildegard did not want to make her visions public, but she would confide in her 
spiritual director. He passed on the knowledge to his abbot, who decided to assign a monk to 
document everything Hildegard saw. 

Her accounts were later submitted to the bishop, who acknowledged them as being truly from God. 
Her visions were then brought to Pope Eugenius III with a favourable conclusion. 

Hildegard's fame began to spread all throughout Europe. People travelled near and far to hear her 
speak and to seek help from her. 

! ÔÁÌÅÎÔÅÄ ÐÏÅÔ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÒȟ (ÉÌÄÅÇÁÒÄ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ χχ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÌÙÒÉÃ ÐÏÅÍÓȟ ÅÁÃÈ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇ 
ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÈÅÒȟ ÉÎ 3ÙÍÐÈÏÎÉÁ ÁÒÍÏÎÉÅ ÃÅÌÅÓÔÉÕÍ ÒÅÖÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÕÍȢ 

For remainder of her life, Hildegard continued her writings. Her principle work is called Scivias. 
Twenty-six of her visions and their meanings are recorded. Hildegarde wrote on many other subjects, 
too. Her works included commentaries on the Gospels, the Athanasian Creed, and the Rule of St. 
Benedict, as well as Lives of the Saints and a medical work on the well-being of the body ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ Á 
ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉПÉÃ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÁÒÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÒÉÏÄȢ -ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÑÕÏÔÅÄ ÔÏÄÁÙȢ 

Ȱ!ÌÌ ÏÆ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ Á ÓÏÎÇ ÏÆ ÐÒÁÉÓÅ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȢȱ 
ȤȤ (ÉÌÄÅÇÁÒÄ ÏÆ "ÉÎÇÅÎ 

 

м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мрΦ м π мм 
 

The Resurrection of Christ 

15 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in 
turn received, in which also you stand, 2 through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the 
message that I proclaimed to youτunless you have come to believe in vain. 
3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared 
to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some 

https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/8X3C_H49Oswan
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/author/3343-hildegard-of-bingen
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have died. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one 
untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward 
me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of themτthough it was not I, but the 
grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to 
believe. 
 

We move now into another issue which really troubled the church at Corinth ð the resurrection. The Corinthians may have been 

surprised to hear Paul defending it so vigorously. Before his conversion when he was Saul of Tarsus, he was a Pharisee, a group 

who didnõt believe in a bodily resurrection, as was determined to stamp out the small group of Jesusõ followers who were preaching 

it as the truth. And now Paul is telling them that it is true as foretold in their own Scriptures [psalms 16, 110,  Isaiah 53: 5 ð 

12].  

Paul said that they had received the good news and the apostles passed on the facts about the crucifixion and resurrection. Paul 

himself received a revelation from Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:11). He had also seen Peter and James in Jerusalem and received 

further teaching from them (Galatians 1:18-19). 

Jesus had really died. This fact is clear, because his friends had buried him in a tomb but the Scriptures suggested that he would 

not stay in the grave and God would raise his servant from death. Psalm 16:9-10 was one of the scriptures that Peter used in 

his speech on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:24-28). 

Jesus appeared to Peter. The angel in the empty tomb had said, ôGo, tell his disciples, and Peterõ (Mark 16:17). The two who 

had returned from Emmaus found that the apostles already knew about Jesusõ resurrection. ôHe has appeared to Simon 

(Peter)õ (Luke 24:34). 

If verses 3 ð 5 seem familiar, they form the basis of the Creed that we say at each of our services; Paul may even have been 

quoting from a Creed used 2,000 years ago in Corinth. 

The appearance to five hundred people is important. Five hundred people were not likely to make a mistake & as some of them 

were still alive, it would be possible to question them about their experience. 

James was one of the òbrothersó of Jesus (Mark 6:3). He had not believed in Jesus during his life & thought that Jesus was mad 

(Mark 3:21) suggesting that Jesus should go to Jerusalem (John 7:5). But after the resurrection, James was among the disciples 

(Acts 1:14). He became a leader of the church in Jerusalem, where he met Paul (Galatians 1:19) and Paul went to see him on 

his return from his third journey (Acts 21:18). There is no other record in the Bible of Jesusõ appearance to James but it is clear 

that something important made him change. He had doubted Jesus but now accepted him as Saviour. 

ôAll the apostlesõ means that not one of them was missing. It may refer to the appearance of Jesus recorded in John 20:26-29 

or his appearance at the time of the Ascension (Acts 1:4).  

The last appearance of Jesus was to Paul himself on the road to Damascus (Act 9:1-5). He only saw Jesus long after the other 

apostles did, so it was as if he was born at the wrong time and not in the normal way.  

Paul emphasises that he has become a Christian through Godõs grace. He did not deserve to have the name ôapostleõ, because 

he had attacked Godõs church. Godõs grace gave him the desire and the strength to work harder than all the other apostles. But 

whoever preached the gospel gave the same facts about the resurrection as Paul gave and facts are stubborn things. 

 

Most glorious and holy God, 

whose servant Hildegard, strong in the faith, 

was caught up in the vision of your heavenly courts: 

by the breath of your Spirit 

open our eyes to glimpse your glory 

and our lips to sing your praises with all the angels; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
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Your love 

flows like a stream 

into the ocean of your Grace. 

 

Your love 

encircles this world, 

displays your faithfulness. 

 

Your love 

is patient and kind, 

brings wholeness and true peace. 

 

 

 

Your love 

is all we desire 

to heal our brokenness. 

 

As all things pass 

and fade away 

love remains 

eternally 

 

Friday 18th September  
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The Resurrection of the Dead 
12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no resurrection of 
the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; 14 and if Christ has not 
been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. 15 We are even found 
to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christτwhom he did not raise if it is 
true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17 If 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have 
died in Christ have perished. 19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be 
pitied. 
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 

 
 

So, having given the evidence for the resurrection having happened, Paul explains in the following section why it matters so much. 

ñLŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŀƛǎŜŘΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ŦǳǝƭŜ Χέ he tells them 

Paul gives seven results if people deny the resurrection: 

1. If God has not raised Christ, death and hate will have defeated life and love. 

2. Those who preach the resurrection are wasting their time. 

3. Those who have trusted in Christ will be disappointed. He said that he was the truth when what he said would all have been 

a lie. 

4. Some people have preached that God raised Jesus. Those people are giving false ideas about God & are breaking the law 

about false witnesses. 

5. God will judge Christians for their sins. God has not forgiven them. 

6. Those who have died as believers in Christ have no future. 

7. If Jesus has not risen from death, his promises about the future eternal life make no sense. We have no hope for the future. 

Other people should pity Christians as they believed someone who could not keep his promises. 

Paul used a word that described the first grain of the harvest [v. 20]. Jews had to offer this first to the priest in the temple before 

the grain went into the shops. It was a sign of the future harvest. So the resurrection of Jesus was the sign of the future 

resurrection of all believers. 
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For the love you have shown us 

since the moment of our birth; 

the path you open up for us 

to be your servants here on earth; 

for the footsteps that we follow, 

and your words that we shall say; 

for the seed that we shall scatter 

as we walk your narrow way; 

and the harvest you shall gather 

on that great and glorious day. 

O Lord to you we raise, 

this our offering of praise 

 

 

Saturday 19th September 
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The Resurrection Body 
35 But someone will ŀǎƪΣ άIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘΚ ²ƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ōƻŘȅ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜΚέ 36 Fool! What 
you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to 
be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 

 
42 So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. 43 It is 
sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a physical 
body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it is 
ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ ά¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŀƴΣ !ŘŀƳΣ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōŜƛƴƎέΤ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ !ŘŀƳ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ-giving spirit. 46 But it is 
not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a 
man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; 
and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the 
man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven. 

 

Chapter 15 is the longest chapter in the letter to the Corinthians because Paul is trying to show that the resurrection matters so 

much ð it literally changes everything. 

The Christians at Corinth asked a question about the kind of resurrection body that anyone would have [v.35 ð 38]. Paul sees 

this question as a bit daft. Birds, fish and people all have different bodies suited to their environment. In the same way, what 

grows in a wheat field looks very different from the seeds that are planted. So, God will give each Christian a risen body that is 

suitable to live in heaven. 

But seeds have to ôdieõ in the ground before they grow into plants. A seed that we bury in the earth produces something much 

more beautiful. A tiny brown seed dies and a splendid flower with bright colours grows from the seed. In the same way, when 

the human body dies, the risen body will be much more wonderful. It has a relationship with the human body, but it is different. 

When Jesus rose again, he was the same but different - his friends could recognise him but his appearances were sudden. He 

could enter a room, although the disciples had locked the doors. As soon as the two people who had walked to Emmaus 

recognised him, he disappeared (Luke 24:31). 

The risen body will not die or have any physical weaknesses. The human body has lost some of its honour because of sin. ôAll 

people fall short of the glory of Godõ (Romans 3:16). But the risen body will be glorious. ôThe Lord Jesus - - - will change our 

weak human bodies. He will make them like his glorious bodyõ (Philippians 3:20-21) - suitable bodies for us to live in heaven. 
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The first man, Adam, was a ôman of dustõ (Genesis 2:7) & all of us are like Adam. God raised Jesus, the ôlast 

Adamõ, from the dead. The resurrection of Jesus showed that he was the man from heaven & all those who belong to Jesus will 

receive his life. These human bodies cannot enter heaven after death, because there is no death in heaven but the new 

resurrection bodies will.. 

 

You are the Father who welcomes home 

the prodigal who has wandered far. 

You are the Father who prepares a meal 

when others would simply ignore. 

You are the Father whose love extends 
beyond our thoughts or minds. 

You are the Father who knows our hearts 

and yet loves us as we are. 

You are the Father whose word we trust 

in whose presence we have no fear. 

You are the Father whose tender touch 

makes a wounded spirit whole. 

You are the Father whose only Son 

was born that he might die. 

You are the Father whose gracious love 

we celebrate this day. Amen 

 

 

NOTICES:  

Recording of Childrenôs Attendance at Church Services / Applications to Church of 

England Schools  

 
Advice has been issued that attendance at church worship should not  be record ed until after 
Covid 19 restrictions have fully ceased. This is because we are not yet in a position where all 

churches can open fully for worship. Restricted seating measures are often in place in order 
to make churches Covid secure, hence technically chu rches are not fully open for worship.  

Diocesan and national advice remains that children applying to a Church of England School to 

enter in September 2021 should not have their attendance at church services recorded post 

17 March 2020 until restrictions im posed by Covid -19 have passed and there is unrestricted 

and open access to all for public worship, that is, until it is without any restrictions on 

numbers attending.  

 

This statement was issued by the Director of Education on 7 th  September and is in line w ith 

our current policy in this parish.  
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CONFIRMATION SERVICE Sunday 18th October at 3 pm at St Katharineõs Blackrod [venue to be decided] 

Any candidates who wish to be confirmed should speak to Carol or Angela before the 12th September.  Please note, 

attendance at this service is capped at 30 people.  Candidates will, therefore, only be able to bring 2 guests with 

them to the service.  There will be a maximum of 8 candidates.  Confirmation Preparation Classes will be carried 

out virtually through zoom conferencing     
 

 

FOOD COLLECTIONS Urban Outreach are busy preparing for the impact of the changes to the Governmentõs 

Furlough Scheme & any fallout this will bring along with the expected continuing economic downturn.  Your help is 

still needed.   

From September you can bring your donations with you when you come to a Sunday Service in any of our 

churches.  Place your donations in the Grub Tubs provided.  You can also bring donations to 

St Jamesõ Daisy Hill between 10 ð 11 am on the first Saturday of every month. (Next collection day will be October.) 

St Johnõs Wingates between 10 ð 11 am on the first and third Saturdays of every month.  (Next collection days Saturday 

19th September.) 
 

You might find it easier to make a financial donation to Urban Outreach.  You can do this via their website 

https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/ 
 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
Wednesday 7th October 7:30pm      St. Bartholomewõs Church, Westhoughton 

 

If you want to attend the meeting, please e-mail me at westhoughtonparish@outlook.com or ôphone 01942 

812193 or see me in church so we can accommodate everyone with social distancing on the night. If you 

are interested in attending virtually by zoom, please contact the rector [details on reverse of this sheet] so 

we can investigate this. 

 

If you want to stand as a warden, deputy warden, deanery synod rep, PCC member, committee member 

or sidesperson please contact me for a nomination form or sign the lists in church. 

 

Weõll also be revising the electoral roll, so if you completed a form last year, youõre fine but if youõd like to 

join the roll do contact me for a form.                                    Many thanks  Ed 
 

 

The Bishop of M anchester took his seat as a member of the House of Lords in 

Parliament on Monday 7 September. As one of the 26 Lords Spiritual, he will 

represent the city and diocese of Manchester. He will have a particular brief among 

the bishops to speak on issues of h ousing and international trade.  
 

 

 

https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/
mailto:westhoughtonparish@outlook.com
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IF YOU ARE APPLYING FOR A CHURCH SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACE AND HAVE A 
FORM / FORMS THAT NEED COMPLETING, THIS IS HOW WEôRE DOING IT THIS YEAR 
 
School Admission Forms for Secondary Schools. 
 
As we are asked to restrict our face to face contact, this year we are not arranging individual 
appointments for signing forms.  Instead, if you wish us to sign any school admission forms, 
please put your forms in an envelope along with a note stating which church building(s) you 
usually attend.  If you attend St Thomasô Church, please also include a photocopy of your 
church attendance card(s).  Please also include a contact number for us to contact you.  
 

Then, please bring your envelopes along to any of our churches when they are open for church 

services and drop them in the box provided at the entrance.  Alternatively you can pop them through 

the Rectory letter box. (Off Market Street in Westhoughton, up the drive by Barclays Bank.) 

 

We will let you know when your form is ready to collect and where from.  Alternatively, if you would 

like us to post the form(s) back to you, please include a stamped self-addressed envelope.  THANK 

YOU. 
 

And a bit of good news ð we don’t have to complete the income survey this year! 

For what we donõt receive, may the Lord make us truly thankful. 

 

 

Next Sunday:  Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity  

Readings: Exodus 16. 2-15 /Philippians 1. 21-end / Matthew 20. 1-16 

 

There will be a Service of Holy Communion at St. Bartholomew’s Church at 11:00am led by 

Revd Barrie Gaskell 
Do contact us if we can offer any help or support at this time. 

      

Team Rector: Revd Carol Pharaoh 01942 859251 carol.pharaoh@gmail.com    www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk 

Team Vicar: Revd Angela Wynne 01204 468150 ð revawynne@gmail.com 
 

FACEBOOK – locate us by searching Westhoughton parish               Follow us on twitter @Wparishchurch 

@Westhoughtontowerbellringers 
 

Material for the news sheet should be sent to Joan Warner by Wednesday morning 01942 818821  joan.warner35@outlook.com
 

 

 

Please do send in items of news to list to put on the pewsheet so that we can all keep in touch with 

what’s going on. 
 

To receive these pewsheets, newsletters or special events leaflets electronically, please e-mail westhoughtonparish@outlook.com 

mailto:carol.pharaoh@gmail.com
http://www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk/
mailto:revawynne@gmail.com
mailto:westhoughtonparish

