o PARISH OF ST BARTHOLOMEW WESTHOUGHTON
+ St Bartholomew St Thomas St George

Sunday 13 September 2020 - Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
PEWSHEET PLUS

TODAY'’S SERVICES

There will be a Service of the Word at St. Bartholomew’s Church at | 1:00am led by Alan Morris

The same guidelines and regulations will apply, please see the sheets available or the website for details
or do contact us.

We pray for:
Those who are ill: Irene Booth,Cassie BuondBrian Cato, Christopher Davies, Revd Malcolm Edwards, Lisa Ginniff, Irene

Halliwell, Jenny Harris, Keith Haworth, Mario Heaton, Edith Ibbotdoan JameBatricia James, Mike Johnson, Eileen Marsh,
Norman SidlowJames Tonge

Those who have died recently: byce Cunliffe Anne Molyneux

And on their anniversaries this week we remember: Doris Barmby, Ellen Dallimore, Margaret FairhuPyllis Hodgkiss,
Maurice Isherwood, Stephen Myers, Gladys Sna@falys Woods, Samuel Woodward

This week:

Many thanks to all who subscribe bymaail to our weekly pewsheetd do pass them on and encourage others to
sign up

Today we have Service of the Word led by Alan Morris.

Archbishop Justin Welby has issued a statement regarding the latest gové@menncement on restrictions in
relation to Sunday worshifrom Monday 14 September 2020:

OAfter contact with Government we hear that therge i
the work of God d not a social gathering and gives ta strength to love and service."

Next week there will be &Holy Communion Service led by Revd Barrie Gaskell

It& another packed Pewsheet Plus again this wakkget to the most famous chapter of 1 Corinthians this week
and the organists among us whave been to many weddings will know this chapter by heart. Our daily prayers for
this week have been inspired by this readMfith this we get to the end of our daily readings from 1 Corinthians
and wee back to the Old Testamenrbriefly next week.

At the end of the sheet, there are some notices particularly about the Confirmation Sefwite Annual Meeting so

do please contact us if you want further detailée have received further information confirming that we are unable

to collect weekly attendance figures for school form signing. If you are applying for secondary school places and ne
school application forms completing, howewveetails forhow wede doing that this timehat are on the final page.

St JameiDaisy Hillis runningits Heritage Week events online thiseekd more details in the notices at
the back of the pewsheet

If anyone playedSpot the Cathedrdlfrom last weeld Pewsheet Plus, you should have got Canterbury [Monday],
Lincoln [Tuesday], Covéry [old cathedral, see this vieakmily& Lichfield [Wednesday], Salisbuwyith spire
popularised by Russian gi€3urham [Thursday]Notre Dame de Parisgrefirgl, Wells and Truro [Friday] with
Liverpool Anglican & Roman Catholic and Winchest@aturday].

PLEASE NOTE:

In line withthe updatedGovernment and Church of England restrictioastendance at Joyce Cunliffe’s funeral

has been limited further and unless specifically invited, people must not attend nor pay their respects by wating
outside church.

The family have requested a memorial sendte later date when restrictions are lifted which will be open to all

As the lockdown continues, viesend another Pewsheet Plus out again next weekend. Do keep any news, views anc
feedback conmg. Please also check our Team YouTube channel for online services:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnONS8ODg

Ed
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Merciful God, your So came to save us and bore our
sins on the cross: may we trust in your mercy and know
your love, rejoicing in the righteousness that is ours

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CAWBHRAY3 9 E2 NdzrSy &
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite
army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of
cloud moved from in front of them and took its place
behind them?It came between the army of Egypt and
the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there wikie
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near
the other all night?*Then Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong
east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and
the waters were divided?’The Israelites went into the
sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them
on their right and on their left?*The Egyptians pursued,
and went into the sea
chariots, and chariot driverg?At the morning watchthe
LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon
the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into
panic.®He clogged their chariot wheels so that they
turned with difficulty.
from the Israelites, for the LORDX» fighting for them
agai ns®T hkegny ptth.ed LORD sai d t
out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot
dr i v?®o Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,
and at davn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the
Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians
into the sea®*The waters returned and covered the
chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of
Pharaoh that had followed them into the seat noe of

them remained?But the Israelites walked on dry

ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for
them on their right and on their leff®Thus the LORD

saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw
the Egyptians dead on the seash *Israel saw the

great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So
the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD
and in his servant Moses.
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'Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not foreth
purpose of quarrelling over opinion’Some believe in
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.
3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and
those who abstain must not pass judgement on those

afterpgashem,|dpodrd eveglimeEshat bbdv meé,s
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who eat; for God has welcomed therfWho are you to
pass judgement on servants of another? It is before their
own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld,
for the Lord is able to make them stamtBome judge
one day to be better than another, while others judge all
days to be alikelLet all be fully convinced in their own
minds.5Those who observe the day, observe it in
honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour
of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those
who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give
thanks to God.’We do not live to ourselves, and we do
not die to ourselves®lf we live, we live to the Lord, and
if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live
or whether we di%artothisendr e t
Christ died and lived again, sodt he might be Lord of
both the dead and the livinfwhy do you pass
judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand
before the judgement seat of GotFor it is written, o

o
and every tongue shall give
1250 then, each of us will be accountable to God.
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of the church sis against me, how often should |
bomMes¥e? Ast maflgsysaadtosheny en t
6Not seven ti mes ,sedenitimes. | t e
ZFor this reason the kingdom of heaven may be

compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with

his slavesWhen he began the reckoning, one who

owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him;

%and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be

sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be mafgo the slave fell

on his knees before him, sa
and |  wil |l p&%ndpuafpitefor@imy t hi
the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt.?®But that same slave, as he went out, came upon

one of his fellonslaves wha@wed him a hundred
denarii; and seizing him by
y o u o®Men his fellowslave fell down and pleaded
with him, oOHave patience
30But he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he vould pay the debt®®When his fellow
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all
that had taken placéThen his lord summoned him and
said to him, OYou wicked
debtbecause you pleaded with n¥€Should you not
have had mercy on your felleglave, as | had mercy on
y o u*Arid in anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he would pay his entire debtSo my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of ydyou
do not forgive your brother

Wi
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Homily 7 13" September 2020.Revd Carol Pharaoh

Forgiveness.

OK. So, we may have heard / read tddayospel story many, many times, butdeget down to the
real nitty gritty. Ineveryday life, how many times do yoeally think a person should be forgiven
for doing something wrong? Once? Twice? Three times?

Peter asked Jesus, "How many times should | forgive someone who sins against me? Should |
forgive him seven times?" | ingine Peter thought this very generous. Jesus didn't agree. Jesus
answered Peter, "Not seven times, but seventy times seven."

Four hundred and ninety is a very big number of course busthat the point. The point Jesus
was trying to get Peter to derstand is we shouldn't worry about keeping count at all. We should
just keep on forgiving because ttgatvhat God does. God forgives us over and over again. He
wants us to do the same. Even beyond four hundred and ninety.

Why do we need to forgive?

This lesson about forgiveness is really hard for us to take on board. | suspect the reason for this i
because we dohunderstand the need to. Why do we need to forgive? If you forgive over and ove
again isnt that being a bit of a push over? A bitaofloor mat? Are we letting the person get away
with stuff that they shouldt? Well, not really, because if they are truly sorry, they’'wada it

again and if we ddmforgive, we end up the worse for it. For example, forgiveness helps us to
move forward easier. If we donhforgive all the bad feeling and hurt that we lock up inside, it stops
us enjoying life. Sometimes it can even make us ill. T. D. Jakes Isthiohk the first step is to
understand that forgiveness does not exonerate the @egpekorgiveness liberates the victims|t

a gift you give yourself.

The story of the bombing of Coventry Cathedral during World War I

It might be helpful to also reflect on the story of Coventry. On the night of 14 November, 1940, al
air raid redged Coventry and its cathedral to a heap of smoking ruins. Hundreds died, thousands
were casualties or made homeless, and of the beautiful medieval cathedral only toetsheatl
remained. The people of Coventry were devastated, shocked and numbedahbgrmity of the

scale of destruction wreaked by thatraiid.

A small congregation gathered for worship in the ruins of the cathedral. Someone had fashioned ¢
crude cross out of two charred beams and placed it by the altar. It spoke to those ltheiréhieot
desolation they had experienced, and the fact that God shared in it as well. When they came to s¢
the Lord's Prayer, voices faltered as they began to repeat: Forgive us our tresffesses
outrageousness of what they were being asked to dordyddethem. They were being asked to
forgive their enemies, those who had destroyed their city, burnt down their cathedral, killed or
wounded family, friends and neighbours. Yet some had the courage to continue: as we forgive thc
who trespass againss.u

You can read on Coventry Cathedsalvebsite how the cathedral community has remained true to
that act of will. It has become a centre of reconciliation and hope through the work of the
‘Community of the Cross of Nails'. It was on that bleak day ineltber that the truth of
forgiveness, resurrection and reconciliation began to bear fruit. As the story of Coventry shows,
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their journey of forgiveness can begin.

Godds grace
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So to finish, how many sweets do you think are in the jar? I§atuof

Be strong

As we have been forgiven, 8@ should forgive.

Jesus knew how much we need to forgive one another. In'soday
readings we are challenged to forgive generously and from the heart, just
as we have been forgiven by God. Thistsomething that always
comes naturally to us, but witod it is possible. In many cases
forgiveness is an orientation, a commitment to a journey, a process that
leads to a new place. Ultimately the question has to be, is it wdrth it?
The answer is a resounding yess the only way for us if we are live
and grow and move on.

Mahatma Gandbhi is reported to have said ohOee weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the

attribute of the strong.

God asks us to be strong and learn the art of forgiveness. It will take us more thamea idejet

the hang of it possibly but it truly is the only way.

With prayers and best wishes, Carol

Lord, we thankyou for this place of prayer, for the faith
that has blossomed here, and the worship offered in g
seasons. We thank you for enabling to be part of this
worshipping community. And we rejoice in being part
the Christian world, where the sun never sets on
prayers ascending, as day succeeds night and night
succeeds day, even unto the end of the age.

Lord, bless those who resist themptations of power;
bless those who cause no harm. Bless those who see
reconcile; bless those who themselves form a bridge f
unlikely meetings. Bless those who repent their
oppression; bless those who have been harmed, but
show their oppressors nrey. In the reconciliation that
is based on repentance and mercy, in the healing that
held and enfolded the pain, Lord, we add our voices t
your music: Alleluia! Alleluial

Glorious and redeeming God, give us hearts to
praise you all our days: in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Lord, you are immortal, invisible, utterly beyond our
imagining. But you are also imprinted within us, movin
amongst us and constantly opening our eyes and ears
the wonders that lie all around us. Such a wonder is
human friendsip, encounters with others which both

k to

has
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make us aware of our own solitude and help us escap

from it. Others with whom we can fall silent without
feeling uncomfortable, and to whom we can unburden
ourselves without embarrassment.

Glorious and redeeming God, give us hearts to
praise you all our days: in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Lord, when we suffer physical or mental pain, we do n
understand the reason for pain in this world, and the

knowledge of the existence of suffering is itself painful.

But throughout our journeyin the vale of tears, help us
to help you, and to defend your dwelling place inside
to the last.

Glorious and redeeming God, give us hearts to
praise you all our days: in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Lord, we thank you for the saintsfall ages, for those
who, in times of darkness, kept burning the lamp of fa
for the great souls who saw visions of larger truth and
dared to declare it; and for those we knew and loved,
who havepassed from this earthly fellship into the
fuller ligh of life with you.

Glorious and redeeming God, give us hearts to
praise you all our days: in your mercy, hear our

when people look beyond their own pain to the mercy and forgiveness of God, then

forgiveness always full, like this one? The thing is you see, if we have
been the recipient of Gtglgrace, we should also be a channel for it.

ot

US

prayer.
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Monday 14 September
Holy Cross Day

Holy Cross Day one of those feasts t
usually passes us W@elebrated o | a
September 14, Holy Cross day is a d i 12 ¥
which honours and commemorates ) I
sacrifice that Jesus Christ made on the
for our salvation. Occasionally, this da
be called Holy Rood DBypod is simpl
another word for the cross.

Therood screenis a common faae in
latemedievathurch architectudéis
typically an ornate partition between
thechanceindnavedividing the nave o
the church where the congregation we

+— allowed from
the chancel s
where the priests or monkslditead the serviceBhey used to be substantial stone structures
but are now more often made of wood or wrought iromod sereen would originally have
been surmounted byomd loft carrying the GreRbogda sculptural representation of
. theCrucifixian

There are several Holy Rood churches but only one in the country with the dedication St.
which is here in the Bése of Manchester in Clayton on Ashton New Road.

Numbers 214-9

The Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people became
AYLI GASYyld 2y GKS gleéd ¢KS LIS2LX S & LJ2jrédught us bproyt & G
2F 938LJi (2 RAS Ay G(G(KS gAftRSNYySaakK C2NJ 6KSNB A4
Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites
died. The people cametoMad S& | y R ara R WwW2S KI@S aAyySR o0& al
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that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Philippians 26 - 11

Christ Jesus, who, though he was in thexfaf God, did not regard equality with God as something to be
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found
in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of deatfen deathon a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the

name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lavdhe glory of God thé&ather.

John 313-17

WSadza alAR (2 bAO2RSYdzayY Wb2 2yS KFa | A0SYyRSR A
the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wildersessust the Son of Man be

lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life WC2 NJ D2R &2 f 2@0SR (K
2ytfe {2y3> a2 GKI{G SOSNER2YyS 4K2 0StASOSa Ay KAY
not send the Son into the world to condemn the \hrbut in order that the world might be saved through
KAY®DQ
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Almighty God,

who in the passion of your blessed Son
made an instrument of painful death

to be for us the means of life and peace:
grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ
that we may gtlly suffer for his sake;
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for evianen.

Let us pray to the Father through his Son,

who suffered on the <cro
redemption.
Fil l wi t h

to take up the cross and to understand its
mysterious glory.

By the Saviourds cross
Lord, save us and help us.
Bl ess those who | ead th

In the preahing of the word

and the celebration of the sacraments,
draw your people close to you.

By the Saviourds
Lord, save us and help us.

Cr oss

Give your grace to those who preach your word to
the nations €

Help us to witness to the faith we hageived

by our words and in our deeds,

and daily conform us more and more to Christ,

that we may glory in his cross.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you;
by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world.

PARISH OF ST BARTHOLOMEW WESTHOUGHTON
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By the Saviourds
Lord, save us and help us.

Cr oss

Look in your mercy upon the world you loved so
much

thatyou sentyour Soro s uf f er

Strengthen those who work to share

the reconciliation won at such a cost upon the cross

By the Saviourds cross

Lord, save us and help us.

and

Bring healing by the wounds of Christ
to all who are weighed down by pain gustice

y mken bo@ ptherChutch C Help the lonely and the betrayed, the suffering and
Give to Christian people everywhere a deep longing

the dying,
to find strength in the companionship of Jesus,
and in his passion to know their salvation.
By the Saviourds cross
Lord, save us and help us.

Welcome into paradise albwiave left this world
in your friendship &

According to your promises,

bring them with all your saints

to share in the benefi't
resurrection.
By the Saviourds cross

Lord, save us and help us.

Holy God, holy and strong,
holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.

We preach Christ crucified

the power of God and the wisdom of God.

By your holy cross, you have redeemed the world.
God forbid that | should glory,

save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you;

by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world

cf 1 Corinthians 1 and Galatians 6
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Tuesday 15 September

| Today the church remembers St. Cyriahof Carthagand martyr died on this day 258 AD |
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One Body with Many Members
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2For just as the body is on@d has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are

one body, so it is with Chris€For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one bodgws or Greeks,
slaves or free and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

4Indeed, the bdy does not consist of one member but of many.

2"Now you are the body of Christ and individually members éf&nd God has appointed in the church
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of
assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongtfése all apostles? Are all prophets? Are alll
teachers? Do all work miracle¥®Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all
interpret? 31 But strive for the greater gifts. Addvill show you a still more excellent way.

was no difference between those from different nations, or in different ptage€lmistaizsr e | i ke Chr
- theyshould speak and work for pih2-14]. When God came to earth as Jesus, he had a single body, but now
is Godds body here on,akdust h, not one member but

Paul describes thandtions of different parts of the body of Chtistdo 28]. He seems to give them in order of
importance because hessayé f i r st 0, 6secondd and 6thirdd but t

misunderstandirfgaul haseen writingreviouslgbout the imptance of all parts of the basty, he is probably think
about the way that gele become Christians andsagthap e opl e make pr ogr e & p o sfimst
gavethe message about JesusiCs t Pr o hhle et 9 8e work betause theydnade them spiritually strong
whichb Teacher sd gave t elpeththemdauederstandl thathroetteri on and h

Paul has already mentiom&@cles and power to héal $10) and hez headds the power to help other pedjplesavith
this gift gives wise advice to the whole church.

Paul mentions 6tonguesd6 | ast of all/l because it w
of many different gifts. Téfere, he spoke about other gifts first.

Thecommandh v. 31seems to oppose what Paul says in veid@sT2re he gohasises the variety of gifid, &n verse
212 6 , he shows how each personds gidf.t Heares mede ssg
are more important than other people. But he will exflaizis, which are the greater gifts. They are those that
the chuzh. But he first shows thaspuwituabift has any value without love and wetodimet part tomorrow.

Paul has already sai d, 1001WeThe HahhSpirit Adgtisedthemyal] intcaonesbody. Ajteere b

i st
the ch
ma n
their
0 s
ng

e b
er afte

as

S
aayri
benefi



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carthage_(episcopal_see)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Africa_during_Antiquity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plague_of_Cyprian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martyrdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo

St Bartholomew
Holy God,
who brought Cyprian to faith in Christ,
made him a bishop in the Church

and crowned his witness

grant that, after his example,

we may love the Church and her teachings,

find your forgiveness witren fellowship

and so come to share the heavenly banquet
you have prepared for us;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for evianen.

Lord,

Becausve is patie@it

Help me to be slow to judge, but quick to listen,
hesitant to criticize, but eager to encourage,
remembering your endless patience with me.

Because |l ove is kindé
Help my words to be gentle and my actions to be
thoughtful.

Remind me to sRillasamd atnd

0Thank Youo
because those little things still mean so much.

Because love does not envy or boast, and it is not
proudé

Help me have a heart that is humble and sees the
good in others.

May | celebrate and appreciate all that | have

and all that 1 am,

as well as doing the same for those around me.

Because love is not rude osselfe k i n g é
Help me to speak words that are easy on the ear
and on the heart.

When I dm tempted to get

little world,

remind me ther eldauttlerefult e at

of needs and hurts.

St Thomas St George
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with a martyrds deat h:

Because love is not easily angered and keeps no record ¢
wrongs é

Help me to forgive others as you have forgiven

me.

When | want to hold onto a grudge,

gently help me release it

so | can reach out with a hand of love instead.

Because love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truthéeé

Help me stand up for what is right and good.

May | defend the defenceless, and help the

helpless.

Show me how | can make a difference.

Because love always protects and alvgEys srié
Help me to be a refuge for those around me.
When the world outside is harsh and cold,
may my heart be a place of acceptance and
warmth.

Finally, because | ove al we
Help my heart continually beat with love for You

w rand others.

Thank you for showing us what the word love
really means. Amen.
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Wednesday 16" September

| Today the church remembers St. Norbahopf Galloway, apostle to the Riodsmartyr died on this day c. 432 AD

St. Ninian was a Bishop, date of birth unknown ko died about 432 and is remembered athe
first Apostle of Christianity in Scotland.

The earliest account of himis by the VenerableBede He statesthat while
engaged in building his church at Candida Caga the white houseNinian
heard of the death of StMartin and decided to dedicate the building to him.
Now St.Martin died about 397, so that the mission of Ninian to the Pictsf
the Scottish bordersmust have begun towards the end of the fourth
century. St. Ninianfounded at Whithorn a monastery which became famous i
as a school ofmonasticismwithin a century of his death; his work among the :
southern Picts seems to haa had but a short lived successreferences to
Ninian's converts having abandonedhristianity are found in Sts. Columba
and Kentigern. The body ofst. Ninianwas buried in the church at Whithorn
(Wigtownshire), but no relics are now known to exist.

!
The facts giverby Bedeform practically all we know of St. Ninian'dife and work.
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The Gift of Love

131f | speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal.2And ifl have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have all
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, | am notRirid give away all my possessions,

and if | hand over my body so that | may boastt do nd have love, | gain nothing.
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4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrcganude. It does not insist on its
own way; it is not irritable or resentfujt does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for
knowledge, it will come to an en8lFor we know only in part, and weagphesy only in part:®but when

the complete comes, the partial will come to an eitWhen | was a child, | spoke like a child, | thought

like a child, | reasoned like a child; when | became an adult, | put an end to childishakaysow we see

in a mirror, dimly but then we will see face to face. Now | know only in part; then | will know fully, even as
| have been fully knowrt3 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is
love.

At first this chaptercanseem bi t out of place and we often read| it

cement holding two layers of bricks together. In chapter 12, Paul has listed all the spiritual gifts that Gechascgiven t
and how, despite alifgeindividuals with different gifts, we all have to come together as the body of Christ for them to
harmonyln chapter 14, Paul speaks of how these gifts are to be used in ministering to the church. But having these
using them is simplprthless without the love spoken of in this chapter.

The Greeks had three words for love, one that described a love between members of a family, one for the love betv
and a third for romantic love. In this passage, Paul chooses aneypveobce s c r i bi ng Godds Il|jove
and its people, a concept so different that they almost had to invent this word to describe it. If you know theding Jat
of the Bible, they usasthistwdstdosest definitiondheyacouid fing at thattmed e s ¢ r
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Almighty and everlasting God,

who called your servant Ninian to preach the gospel to the people of northern Britain:

raise up in this and every land

heralds and evangelists of your kingdom,

that your Chulncmay make known the immeasurable riches of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Dear God,

Thank you that you are a | o feiredugiorgigeneasanddhe gift oGnew life
in you. Thank you that your love is perfect, it never fails, and that nothing can separate us from your love.

We pray that our lives would be filled and overflowing with the power of your love so weitfaremedéna

this world and bring hanto you. We ask for your help in reminding us that the most important things are na
what we do outwardly, itéds not based on any tal
simply to l@vyou and to choose to love others.

Lord thank you that your love is patient. Help us show patience with those around us.
Lord thank you that your love is kind. Help us to extend kindness to others.
Lord thank you that true love is not jealous. Help asdms$eelings of jealousy or hatred towards others.

Lord thank you that your love does not brag and is not arrogant. Help us not to live with pride or arrogance
choose to walk with humility and grace.

Lord thank you that true love does nonaecomingly. Lord help us to extend kindness instead of rudeness
towards others. Help us to lay aside the critical tone and tearing down with our words, so that we can truly
peace.

Lord thank you that true love does not seek its own. Lorddidiplive rselfishly, looking only to our own
interests.

Lord thank you that true love is not provoked. Lord help us not to become easily angered. Help us not to t
quickly reactive, but instead slow to speak and slow to become angry.

Lord thank you thgour love does not take into account a wrong suffered. Lord help us not to hold grudges,
choose to forgive, even when i1 tdés difficult.

Lord thank you that your love does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth. dweed help us
your words of truth, may we walk in your freedom and wisdom. Let it be what drives our lives and choices

Lord thank you that your love bears all things, believes

things, hopes all things, endures all things, thank you tt
love nevdails.

Help us to love as you love. Fill us with your Spirit so th
can choose what is best. We are weak Lord, but we kni
also, that even when we are weak, you are strong withi
Thank you that 1 tds not ¢
us b face each day with the power of your love, your
forgiveness, and your grace.

We love you Lord, and we need you today, and every c
Il n Jesusd Name,
Amen.

\OVE IS PATIENT,

LOVE IS KIND.
\T DOES NOT ENVY,
\T DOES NOT BOAST
T IS NOT PROUD.

IT DOES NOT DISHONOR OTHERS,

IT 1S NOT SELF-SEEKING
IT IS NOT EASILY ANGERED

T KEEPS NO RECORD OF WRONGS.
LOVE DOES NOT

DELIGHT IN EVIL

BUT REJOICES
WITH THE TRUTH.
IT ALWAYS PROTECTS,

ALWAYS TRUSTS,
ALWAYS HOPES,
ALWAYS PERSEVERES.
LOVE NEVER FAILS.
1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-8
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Thursday |17* September

| Today the church remembers St. Hildegardesfdahipess and visary who died on this day in 1179 AD |

St. Hildegard, also known as St. Hildegard of Bingen and Sibyl of the Rhine, is a Doctor of the Church
and became a saint in 2012She was also a writer, composer, philosopher, Christian mystic, and
German Benedictineabbess. She was born around 1098 to a noble family as the youngest of ten
children.

Her parents had promised their sick daughter to God, so they placed her in care of a Benedictine nun,
Blessed Jutta, in the Diocese of Speyer ay8ars-old. She was taughhow to read and sing the Latin
psalms. Her holiness and strong piety made her adored by all who met her. It is said, from this young
age, Hildegard began experiencing her visions.

When Hildegard turned 18, she became a Benedictine nun at the Monasterysof Disibodenberg. After
Jutta died in 1136, Hildegard was elected superior.

Her unique nature and strong devotion to the Holy Spirit attracted many novices to the convent. The
rapid growth alarmed Hildegard. She soon moved on with eighteen other sistets found a new
Benedictine house near Bingen in 1148 and later establish a convent in Eibingen in 1165. She believed
this was Divine command.

Hildegard quickly became recognized for her immense knowledge of all things faithful, music and
natural science, with knowledge of medicine, despite never having any formal education and not
knowing how to write.

Much of her insight is believed to have been communicated by God himself through her frequent
visions. At first, Hildegard did not want to make her visions gblic, but she would confide in her
spiritual director. He passed on the knowledge to his abbot, who decided to assign a monk to
document everything Hildegard saw.

Her accounts were later submitted to the bishop, who acknowledged them as being truly frono&

Her visions were then brought to Pope Eugenius Il with a fawwable conclusion.

Hildegard's fame began to spread all throughout Europe. People tralexd near and far to hear her

speak and to seek help from her.

I OAl1 AT OAA b1 A0 ATAI IAITA DO OR Ohx (TEE ARKCA OAUOEA DT A

AT 1 Bl OAA AW BAOhEATAOITTEA BAI AOOEOI OAOAI ACET 1

For remainder of her life, Hildegard continued her writings. Her principle work is called Scivias.

Twenty-six of her visions and thei meanings are recorded. Hildegarde wrote on many other subjects,

too. Her works included commentaries on the Gospels, the Athanasian Creed, and the Rule of St.

Benedict, as well as Lives of the Saints and a medical wam the wellbeing of the bodyO A RO B 1 G A
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The Resurrection of Christ

15Now | would remind you, brothers and sistesfthe good newshat | proclaimed to you, which you in
turn received, in which atsyou stand?through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the
message that | proclaimed to yownless you have come to believe in vain.

3For | handed on to you as of first importance what | in turn had received: that Christ died fginstin
accordance with the scripture$and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the scripture3and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the tweR/Ehen he appeared
to more than five hundred brothers andsgersat one time, most of whom are still alive, though some
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have died.! Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostleast of all, as to one
untimely born, he appeared also to nfézor | am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an dppst
because | persecuted the church of G8But by the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace towar
me has not been in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than any ofth#mugh it was not I, but the
grace of God that is with métWhether then it was | or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to
believe.

d

We move now into another issue which really troubled the churchéath@aestirrectiomhe Corinthians may have b
surprised to hear Paul defending it so vigorously. Befoversion when he was Saul of Tarsus, he was a Pharise

een
e, ag

who didnoét believe in a bodily resurrection, ashingyas

it as the truthAnd now Paul is telling them that iiésas foretold in their own Scriptyresips 16, 110, Isaiah 533 %

12].
Paul said that thegdhreceived the good news hedpostlepassed on the facts about the crucifixioesundetion. Pau

himself received@velation from Jesus Chestgtians 1:)1He had also seéeter and James in Jerusalemeaeaiyed
further teaching from the@g(atians 1:189).

Jesus had really died. This fact is clear, because his friends had buried Hiot theSnphures suggested that he w
not stay in th grave andd@ would raise his servant from deatiim 16:920 was one of thecriptures that Peteedsn
his speech on the dayehtecost\(Cts 2:248).

Jesus appeared to Pétbeangel in the empty tomb had saiGo , disiep I e 1, shdark d6:1F. dhe éwo @h
had retuned from Emmaus found thatdpes | es alreadyr Esewr abbiuon.Jedide
( P e fLeke 94.6)

If verses & 5 seem familiar, they form the basis of the Creed thgtateaeh of our services; Paul may even ha
guoting from a Creed used 2,000 years ago in Corinth.

The appearance to five hundred people is important. Five hundredgoeopliéelgto make a mistakes€&same of ther
were still alive, it woblel possible to question them about their experience.

James was one of theother§ of Jesud/(ark 6:3. He had not believed in Jesus during &ithifeght that Jesus was n

(Mark 3:2) suggestirthat Jesus should go to deros(ohn 7% But akr theresurrection, James was amonditduples

(Acts 1:1% He became a leader of the church in Jerusalem, where he GwittRasl {:1pandPaul went to see him
his return from his third journesig 21:18 There is no other record in thelBe o dppedranseuosldmes ib is clea
that something important made him change. He had desb&dut naxecepted him &aviour.

OAl dapodtel esd means that not one of them wa 3ohnm2D:338 |

or his appearance at the time of the Ascenasienl(}

The last appearanof Jesus was to Paul hirogdtfie roada Damascus\(t 9:15). He onlysaw Jesus long after the o
apostles did, #ovas as if he was born at the wrong &nd not in the normal way.

Paul emphasises that he hasdbene a Chr i s graca.ie didhort o udgehs eG ovded & o shtalves
heha attacked Gogaégavebilm the dedire and3loedtiesgth to work hardethéhathalapostles. Bl
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whoever preached thespefjave the same facts aboutrdseirrection as Paul gave and facts are stubborn things.

Most glorious and holy God,

whose servant Hildegard, strong in the faith,

was caught up in the vision of yourdma courts:

by the breath of your Spirit

open our eyes to glimpse your glory

and our lips to sing your praises with all the angels;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now drfior ever.
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" Your love
flows like a stream
into the ocean of your Grace. Your love
is all we desire
Your love to heal our brokenness.
encircles this world,
displays your faithfulness. As all things pass
and fade away
Your love love remains
is patient and kind, eternally

brings wholeness and true peace.

Friday 18" September
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The Resurrection of the Dead

12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no resurrection o
the dead?*3If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been ratéadd if Christ has not

been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been ir&mare even found

to be misrepresenting God, because we testifof God that he raised Christvhom he did not raise if it is

true that the dead are not raised®For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raigéfd.

Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your'&fsen those also who have

diedin Christ have perishedIf for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be
pitied.

20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.

So, having givthe evidence for the resurrection having happened, Paul explains in the following section why it matter
LT / KNRaAlG KFa y20 oXéhftelNthénmda SR @2dzNJ FI AGK Aal Fe
Paul gives\gen results if people denyrdsairrection:

1. If God has not raised Christath and hate will have defeated life and love.
2. Those who preach tlesurrection are wasting their time.

3. Those who have trusted in Christ will be disappi@rsaid. that he was the truth wheatwe said would all haverbee
alie.
4. Some people hapeeached that God raised Jesus. Those peaplengrfalse ideas about God &iaking the law
about false witnesses.

5. God Mlijudge Christians for tls#s. God has not forgiven them.
6. Those who have died asu®han Christ have no future.

7. If Jesus has not risen from death, his promises about the future eternal life make no sense. We have noéope for
Other people should pity Chnistées thelpelieve someone who could not keep his promises.

Paliused a word that descrildealfirst grain of the harviest2(. Jews$ad to offer this first to the priest inengple befor
the grain went into the shops. It was aoithre future harvest. So tksurrection ofsies was the sign of the future
resurrection of all believers.

D
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For the love you have shown us
since the moment of our birth;
the path you open up for us

to be your servants here on earth;
for the footsteps that we follow,
and your words that we shall say;
for the seed that we shalitser

as we walk your narrow way;

and the harvest you shall gather
on that great and glorious day.

O Lord to you we raise,

this our offering of praise

Saturday 19" September
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The Resurrection Body

BButsomeonewilt 41 X al 26 | NB GKS RSIFR NI AaSRRSFGhWHGt ¢ K I
you sow does not come to life unless it di#And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to
be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain.

4230 it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperighalse.
sown in dishonar, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in pdthters sown a physical
body, it is raised a spidal body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual #ddius it is
GNAGOSYZ G¢KS FANRG YFysS ! RFYZ 0SO04iwaGspikit*®Bulitdsh y 3
not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and théwe spiritual.*’ The first man was from the earth, a
man of dust; the second manfi®m heaven?®As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust;
and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of hed¥%amst as we have borne the imagkthe

man of dust, we wilalso bear the image of the man of heaven.

Chapter 15 is the longest chapter in the letter to the Corinthians because Paul is tryinghie ifsonrélctibnatters sc
muchd it literally changes everything.

The Christiara Corinth asklea question about the kindesfurrection body that anyone would ha&&s 38]. Paul see
this question as a bit daft. Birds, fish and people all have different bodies suited to their environment. Intthe| same
grows in a whe#eld looks very different from the seeds that are @ant@add will give each Christian a risen body that i
suitable to live in heaven.

Butseedsave to 6died in the ground before theyethingmueh i n
more beautiful. A tiny brown seed dies and a splendid flower with bright colours grows from the seed. In the|same
the human body dies, the risen body will be much more wonderful. It has a relationship with the humarffeceyt, but it |
When Jesus rose agamwas the same but differems friends could recognise hitrhts appearances were sudden. He

calld enter a room, although theciples had locked the doors. As soon as the two people who had walked|to En
recogned him, he disappearedKe 24:3).

The riseody will not die or have physical weaknesses. The human body sasnlesif its honour becaussirod A
people fall short of tigel o r y Reorhans&6).dBat thé risen body willglef o u £ Lord @€Bus - will change ot
weak human badi. He will make them likedhis o r i qRhi§ppidne IFLP- suitable bodies for us to live in heaven.

[
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The first man, Adcamsis Qwkaalbof us ard likeeAdamo God mhised &I 6 las(| t

Adamo, f r o mesurrbcton df deaud showkdhtieat he was the man frar& latbalrese who belong to Jesus wil

receive his lif@hese human bodies cannot enter heaven after death, because there is no deabitirtheeasen

resurrection bodies will.

You are the Father who welcomes home
the prodigal who has wandered far.

You are the Father who prepares a meal
when others would simply ignore.

You are the Father whose love extends
beyond our thoughts or minds.

You are the Baer who knows our hearts
and yet loves us as we are.

You are the Father whose word we trust
in whose presence we have no fear.
You are the Father whose tender touch
makes a wounded spirit whole.

You are the Father whose only Son

was born that he might.die

You are the Father whose gracious love
we celebrate this day. Amen

NOTICES:

Recording of Childrenés Attendance at Church Seryyi

England Schools

Advice has been issued that attendance at church worship should not be record ed until after

Covid 19 restrictions have fully ceased. This is because we are not yet in a position where all
churches can open fully for worship. Restricted seating measures are often in place in order
to make churches Covid secure, hence technically chu rches are not fully open for worship.

Diocesan and national advice remains that children applying to a Church of England School to
enter in September 2021 should not have their attendance at church services recorded post

17 March 2020 until restrictions im posed by Covid -19 have passed and there is unrestricted
and open access to all for public worship, that is, until it is without any restrictions on

numbers attending.

This statement was issued by the Director of Education on 7 h September and is in linew ith
our current policy in this parish.
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CONFIRMATION SERVICE Sunday #80ct ober at 3 pm at [védue toadedidad] i ne &
Any candidates who wish to be confirmed should speak to Carol or Angela before th&8d@ember.Please note,
attendance at this service is capped at 30 peoflandidates will, therefore, only be able to bring 2 guests with

them to the service.There will be a maximum of 8 candidateSonfirmation Preparation Classes will be carried
out virtually through zoom coferencing

N

FOOD COLLECTIONSUr ban Outreach are busy preparing for ¢t}
Furlough Scheme & any fallout this will bring along with the expected continuing economic dowvitwmhelp is

still nealed.

From Sepember you can bring your donations with you when you come to a Sunday Service in any of our
churches. Place your donations in the Grub Tubs providedou can also bring donations to

St Jamesd Dai ¥l ahHonlthe firdi Satunday efreverodth. (Next collection dayvill be October.)

St Johnds Wi ndlaames thelfistiand thiedisatudrdays of every monfNext collection days Saturday

191 September.)

You might find it easier to make a financial donation to Urban Outreatbu can do this via their website
https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING
Wednesday 7Oct ober 7:30pm St. Barthol omew

If you want to attend the meetmp please -enail me atwesthoughtonparish@outlook.comr o6 p hone
812193 or see me in church so we can accommodate everyone with social distancing on the night. If you
are interested in attendingnually by zoom, please contact the rector [details on reverse of this sheet] so
we can investigate this.

If you want to stand as a warden, deputy warden, deanery synod rep, PCC member, committee member
or sidesperson please contact me for a nominatiomfar sign the lists in church.

Wedll also be revising the electoral roll , sp i
join the roll do contact me for a form. Many thanks Ed

The Bishop of M anchester took his seat as a member of the House of Lords in

§ Parliament on Monday 7 September. As one of the 26 Lords Spiritual, he will

W represent the city and diocese of Manchester. He will have a particular brief among
B the bishops to speak on issues of h ousing and international trade.

S

Revd lan Hepburn isdeBg]erdained Priest on
October 4™ at o £iGS8a4 (due to Covid-
restrictions) s

lan will be (‘rﬁiﬁj s its f@ﬁ?}? union on
Monday O - n Parish
Church and yo K ted. If you're
able to let me kn can make it in

advance, please ¢ Effe e on 07989-
507037 or curate@bita@ikbrishchurch.co.uk
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heritage open days

_I_ PARISH OF ST BARTHOLOMEW WESTHOUGHTON

Free Online Festival 2020
September | Ith. to 20th.

Visit St. James the Great, Daisy Hill
Website at -
| https://www.achurchnearyou.com/

| church/16049/service-and-events/
| events-oneoff/

Visitors Can

Explore and Discover by Jigsaw the
outstanding features and small details of
the church.

Find the Dragon in the East window.

Do the Scallop Shell Quiz and find
out about St James.

Dip into Scrap Books to glimpse 140 years
of St. James’ Church, School and Daisy Hill
Life and see Church Treasures.

Look into the history and symbolism of the

multi winged Altarpiece an outstanding
feature of Daisy Hill church.

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting




PARISH OF ST BARTHOLOMEW WESTHOUGHTON
: + St Bartholomew St Thomas St George

IF YOU ARE APPLYING FOR A CHURCH SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACE AND HAVE A
FORM / FORMS THAT NEED COMPLETING, THIS IS HOW WEGE DOING IT THIS YEAR

School Admission Forms for Secondary Schools.

As we are asked to restrict our face to face contact, this year we are not arranging individual
appointments for signing forms. Instead, if you wish us to sign any school admission forms,
please put your forms in an envelope along with a note stating which church building(s) you
usually attend. If you attend St Thomas6Church, please also include a photocopy of your
church attendance card(s). Please also include a contact number for us to contact you.

Then, please bring your envelopes along to any of our churches when they are open for church
services and drop them in the box provided at the entrance. Alternatively you can pop them through
the Rectory letter box. (Off Market Street in Westhoughton, up the drive by Barclays Bank.)

We will let you know when your form is ready to collect and where from. Alternatively, if you would
like us to post the form(s) back to you, please include a stamped self-addressed envelope. THANK
YOU.

And a bit of good news) we don’t have to complete the income survey this year!

For what we donoét receive, may the Lord make wus

Next Sunday: Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
Readings: Exodus 16. 2-15 /Philippians |. 21-end / Matthew 20. 1-16

There will be a Service of Holy Communion at St. Bartholomew’s Church at | 1:00am led by
Revd Barrie Gaskell
Do contact us if we can offer any help or support at this time.

Team Rector: Revd Carol Pharaoh 01942 85925%arol.pharaoh@gmail.comwww.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk
Team Vicar: Revd Angela Wynne 01204 468180evawynne@gmail.com

FACEBOOK - locate us by seahing Westhoughtorparish Follow us on twitter @Wparishchurch
@Westhoughtontowerbellringers

Material for the news sheet should be sent to Joan WarmgiWednesday morning 01942 81882danwarner35@outlook.com

Please do send in items of news to list to put on the pewsheet so that we can all keep in touch with
what’s going on.

To receive these pewsheets, newsletters or special events |laafletdlg|@dtaserailwesthoughtonparisoutlook.com
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