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Aims and purposes 
The Parochial Church Council of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of St. Mary Magdalene, Bolney 
(the PCC) has the legal responsibility of cooperating with the Vicar (the Reverend Daniel 
Valentine) in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish, the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, 
evangelistic, social, and ecumenical.  

Objectives and Activities 
The PCC is committed to enabling as many people as possible to worship at our church and 
to become part of our parish community.   
The PCC maintains an overview of worship throughout the parish and makes suggestions on 
how our services and activities can involve the many groups that live within our parish. Our 
services and worship put faith into practice through prayer and scripture, music, and 
sacrament. 
When planning our activities for the year, we have considered the Charity Commission's 
guidance on public benefit and the supplementary guidance on charities for the advancement 
of religion. 



Associate Vicars Report 
Associate Vicars Report 

It has been such a privilege to join St Mary Magdalene from December.  This continues to be 
a prayerful and comforting place of worship for so many.  Joining part way through the year it 
is hard for me to comment on the full years of activities.  I am very grateful to all those who 
have contributed to Worship and church activities in the time of the vacancy, special thanks 
need to go to Sue and Martin who carried a lot through this time.   
While still settling into the role, it has been valuable to observe and listen to the life of the 
church, and my views and feelings have changed a little from ideas held before my licensing. 
There is much to be encouraged by, Sunday Worship is a source of that encouragement, while 
we are a small faithful group, the quality and authenticity of that worship is evident.  As are 
signs of new people coming and strengthening of numbers.  The Crib service was well 
attended, as indeed Christmas morning, Ash Wednesday is a notable highlight, Holy Week 
and Easter was strong but confirmed for me the growing view that consistency in Worship for 
Bolney is key.  In a sense we need to build a regular rhythm and pattern with people knowing 
what they are coming to.  Also getting the regular rhythm of seasonal and festival Worship 
(Christmas and Easter) year on year is important and will provide growth, so things such as a 
midnight Christmas service and a full Triduum.   
The other key area for the last few months is work with the school.  The connection is strong, 
but I feel we are starting to grow that deeper.  Worship is regularly held in Church on a 
Wednesday, with the hope to encourage families to come.  Easter saw our first School 
Eucharist, which was a huge success, pupils activate involvement, a start in understanding 
Eucharistic worship and an abundance of families joining us, plus coming forward for a 
blessing felt a real milestone.  Certainly, a platform to build on.   
Pastoral offices have been quiet, funerals particularly so.  However, 2027 seems to be the 
year to get married with three weddings confirmed already and a fourth in the offering.  For 
me the future lies in prayerful consideration of what our village needs, and faithful routine 
worship that will draw people in and encourage engagement.   
I finish with one note for Fr Martin Mills, who after many years of diligent and gentle service 
has stepped back from Bolney.  His presence has been an important constant for the Parish 
and his example of service one to try to match.  We have been very fortunate to have Fr Martin 
part of our community for so long, and while we miss his presence, we are thankful and wish 
him all the best for the future. 

Fr Peter Sutton 

Health and Safety Report 
Matters relating to health and safety during the year were attended to by the Churchwardens.  
Electrical PAT Testing is up to date, as is the annual servicing of out fire extinguishers.  There 
were no reportable health and safety incidents during the year.   

We have yet to review and update the Health and Safety Manual.  This will take place as p[art 
of an overall review of our policies being undertaken over the next twelve months.  



St Mary Magdalene, Bolney 
APCM 24th May 2026 

Churchwarden’s Report on the fabric of the building for 2025. 

The fabric of the building as shown no identifiable deterioration during 2025. Only two urgent 
repairs required attention. The roof central valley gutter lead work was repaired following 
rainwater ingress during a storm and the heating boiler fuel supply pipe was replaced following 
a leak which split spilling heating oil into the boiler pit. 

At the end of the year Brian Barker retired after many years hard work maintaining the 
churchyard, keeping it very neat and tidy. We have secured the services of Russell Blake to 
take over the role. Throughout the spring and summer the Data Centre volunteers team has 
also been helping with various jobs in the churchyard. 

The discussions with WSCC and the school Headteacher concerning upkeep of the lane made 
little progress in 2025. In March Scott Ralph, Property Director at Church House proposed a 
new agreement to transfer responsibility for upkeep of the lane to WSCC in return for free use 
of the lane. Despite the encouragement from the Headteacher and Scott and a request for 
help from the WSCC councillor for Bolney there has been no response from WSCC. Late in 
the year the Headteacher was able to bring on board WSCC Head of Services but still no 
meaningful progress as keen WSCC staff were on leave. Maybe 2026 will be more fruitful. We 
have to bear in mind the PCC has no obligation to repair the lane to any given standard.  

Repair and maintenance work undertaken during the 2025 is summarised as follows: 

February: Boundary hedges cut by Liquidamber. 

March: Annual fire extinguisher testing and maintenance by Churches Fire and 
Security. 
Tower clock motor reset by Gillett & Johnston. 

April: Tower clock serviced by Gillett & Johnston. 

June: To prevent squirrels using the trees for access into the church roof the holly 
trees behind the vestry were removed by Trevor Symes.  

September: Annual PAT testing carried out by RMK Portable Appliance Testing. 
Following rainwater ingress, roof central valley gutter lead work repaired by 
Martin Longdon. 

November: Annual boiler serviced and water heater valve replaced by BSW. 
Leak in heating oil pipe in boiler pit repaired by BSW. 
Spilt oil removed using absorbent granules. 

Martin Wood, Churchwarden. 
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Deanery Synod 
 
The Vicar and Associate Vicar are ex-officio member of the House of Clergy of the Deanery 
Synod.   
 
The PCC does not currently have a Lay Represntative to the Deaney Synod.  Accordingly, 
there is no report.  
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Safeguarding Report for APCM 2026 

All PCC members have gained at least the Basic Safeguarding course and some continued on 
to achieve the Foundation Course. Both these courses can be done  online but occassionally 
there are courses presented in person within the Deanery. Those with the Basic achievement 
are encouraged to gain the Foundation course also. 

Both Churchwardens, the Tower Captain and two other bellringers have current DBS 
certificates. 

As PSO I have continued to attend Zoom meetings to keep abreast of any related updates 
referring to safeguarding either with the Diocesan Team or national online meetings. 

Safeguarding is a standard item on every PCC meeting agenda. 

Year 6 school leavers will look forward to being escorted up the tower for a farewell as they 
go onto secondary education. This is quite an event for them which Martin Burgess kindly 
attends and produces a risk assessment for the premises. He is assisted by Martin Wood 
and/or myself and members of the school staff. 

 

Susan Ayres 

Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO) 

18/04/2026 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Electoral Roll 
A verbal report will be provided at the APCM 



Structure, governance, and management 

Parochial Church Council Report 

The PCC is a corporate body established by the Church of England. The PCC operate under 
Parochial Church Council Powers Measure.  The method of appointment of PCC members is 
set out in the Church Representation Rules. 

The members of the PCC consist of the Vicar, Licensed Clergy, wardens, the reader and 
members elected by those members of the congregation who are on the electoral roll of the 
church.  The Standing Committee of the PCC is formed of the Priest in Charge, The Vice-
Chair, the churchwardens, the treasurer and the PCC Secretary, and Treasurer.  There were 
no Standing Committee meetings held during the year in question.  

No other committees were constituted or met during the year. 



St Mary Magdalene, Bolney 
APCM 24th May 2026 

Treasurer’s Report for 2025. 

Draft Accounts for the year ended 31st December 2025 attached. 

Bank account balances brought forward 01/01/25, £10,971, carried forward 31/12/25, £7,715. 
From the bank account statements for the year; income £50,719, expenditure £53,976, deficit 
£3,257. 

CCLA investment account balances at 31/12/2025: General reserves account, £20,684. 
Rodney Pratt legacy account £50,000. the income from the CCLA general reserves account 
is compounded whereas income from the CCLA legacy account is paid into the general 
operating bank account. 

Notable costs in 2025: Parish Share 2025 £25,600. Youth Worker contribution £3,900. Other 
significant costs; Electricity £3,416. Vicarage upkeep, £1,846. 

The PCC remains liable for payment for the utilities for the vicarage until such time as it 
becomes occupied at which time the diocese will reimburse the costs incurred since 25th 
November 2025. 

The 100 Club contributed £1950 to the general funds in 2025 and over the year the Bolney 
Magazine broadly matched income with expenditure. 

Martin Wood, Treasurer. 
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Administrative and legal information 
The Parish Church of St Mary Magdalene, Bolney situated on Church Lane, Bolney, West 
Sussex,  RH17 5QR.  The PCC is a body corporate (PCC Powers Measure 1956, Church 
Representation Rules 2011) and a Registered Charity with registration number 1190593 

The correspondence address is: 

Hazelgrove 
The Street 
Bolney 
HAYWARDS HEATH 
West Sussex 
RH17 5PG 

Email: stmarymagdalenebolney@gmail.com 

Website: 
www.stmarymagdalenebolney.org. 

CHURCH CODE: 610153 
ARCHDEACONRY:  HORSHAM 
DEANERY:  CUCKFIELD 
BENEFICE:  Cuckfield and Bolney 
BENEFICE ID: 10-035A
PARISH LEGAL NAME: Bolney
DIOCESE:  Chichester

Approved by the PCC on 23rd April 2026 and signed on their behalf by the Reverend Daniel 
Valentine (Vicar and PCC Chair) 

23rd April 2026 
The Rev’d Daniel Valentine Date 

http://www.stmarymagdalenebolney.org/


Appendix 1 – Accounts for the year to 31st December 2025 












































