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What can we do?

With no end in sight to the war in Ukraine,
perhaps, like me, you may be wondering what
can we do.
Firstly, we can keep on praying for a just and
peaceful end to the invasion. Here is a prayer
you may like to use, from Christian Aid.
Lord of all people and all nations,
We lift before you the people of Ukraine
and the people of Russia,
Each girl and boy, each woman and man living
in fear of what tomorrow might bring,
We long for a time you spoke of through your
prophet Isaiah, when weapons of war would
be beaten into ploughshares,
When nation will no longer lift up sword
against nation,
We cry out to you for peace,
Protect those who only desire and deserve
to live in security and safety,
Comfort those who fear for their lives
and the lives of their loved ones,
Change the hearts of those set on violence
and aggression,
Fill earthly leaders with great wisdom
to find paths to peace,
Please Lord come and have your way
in your world,
May your will be done here,
on earth as it is in heaven,
May your peace reign. Now and always,
We lift this prayer to you,
our God who is able to do
more than we can ever ask or imagine,
In the name of Christ our Saviour. Amen.

We can give, and here are two ways.
The first is through the Disasters Emergency
Committee’s Ukraine Humanitarian
Appeal which is supported by a number of
charities including Christian Aid, the
ecumenical relief and development agency of
the British and Irish churches. Your gift will
help provide food, bedding and temporary
accommodation for people who have fled the
war in Ukraine. www.dec.org.uk/appeal/
ukraine-humanitarian-appeal
The second is through the USPG-Diocese in
Europe Emergency Appeal which is looking to
support the front line work of chaplaincies
across Europe as well as Christian charities
carrying out humanitarian work both in
Ukraine and responding to the arrival of
refugees in neighbouring countries. https://
ukraine-emergency-appeal.raisely.com.
We can act - many in our community have
already registered to offer hospitality to
Ukrainian families, and there is a Facebook
group to give support if you decide to offer.
We may not feel that we can do that, but
there will be ways that we can support those
who have opened their homes in this way.
The Church of England has published a
‘toolkit’ of resources for parishes seeking to
help refugees and evacuees from Ukraine in
the wake of the Russian invasion of the
country: www.churchofengland.org/resources/
community-action/war-ukraine-responding. This
includes a brief guide to what is happening in
Ukraine and the humanitarian response,
together with details of organisations and
appeals. It also contains information on how
parishes and individuals can take action to
support those arriving both through the family
visa scheme and the humanitarian sponsor
scheme, advocacy and prayer and theological
resources for churches.
If there are ways that as a church, you think
we could offer support please get in touch.
Eleanor Williams
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The Pain of Ukraine
By William Mather

The Revd William Mather is a retired vicar and
still very active artist! He was moved to create
this painting and wrote these words to
accompany it.
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Thy Kingdom Come

We will be joining in again with this call to pray
from Ascension Day 26th May to Pentecost
5th June. More details of resources here:

Ideas for paintings come in all sorts of ways.
The awfulness of the Soviet Aggression in
Ukraine has been in all our thoughts and
prayers. For me, it was that early image of the
block of flats hit by a missile causing death,
destruction and a gaping hole. With it came a
reminder of Jesus on the cross and a gaping
hole in His side from the soldier’s spear. The
two came together in my mind and so a
painting idea was born. With it came thoughts
of the great Spanish artist Goya and his
powerful etchings ‘The Disasters of War’ in
protest over the French invasion and
occupation 1810-1820.
The Christian teaching is that Jesus died on
the cross for our sin. None of us is blameless,
not least the soldier with the spear or the
Russians with the missile. But the poignant
promise through the pain - even the pain of
Ukraine – is that the message of the cross is
more powerful than any tyrant. Through it
comes peace in the heart that lasts for ever.

Charity urges people
in energy crisis to seek
free debt help
The national debt help charity, Christians
Against Poverty (CAP), is busy responding to
people hit by the recent energy price cap rise,
which will see households paying around 50%
more for their energy bills
Low-income households, says CAP, “are
already struggling to afford the basics they
need to live with dignity.”
In just the first two months of this year, the
charity saw requests for emergency fuel
vouchers double, compared to the first two
months of 2021. The charity has also delivered
over £23,000 worth of crisis support, which
includes emergency fuel vouchers, food shops
and essential items.

EXPLORE PRAYER CARDS

CAP is in regular contact with suppliers, Ofgem
and the Government to help them understand
the impact these increases are having on the
people it supports.

These beautiful
prayer cards are
on the way into
St Mary's, free for
anyone to read and
take away or give to
others.

It is also wants to hear from people in need:
“With the expected increases in energy costs
running into October and beyond, it’s more
important than ever that people who are
struggling don’t wait until their debts get out of
hand.”

May they be a
blessing to you.
Find out more here www.explorechristianity.info

If you are struggling with debt and need free
help, get in contact with CAP today on 0800
328 0006 or visit capuk.org.
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From the
Parish Registers
Funerals
Rest in Peace

Mary James
June Learmonth
Sylvia Owens
There are lots of events planned around the
village for the Jubilee weekend 2nd- 5th June.
At St Mary’s we are delighted to be hosting the
Butterfly Tower Community Project - a joyful
sign of hope and celebration. Completed
butterflies, flowers and leaves need to be
received a.s.a.p. Help is needed on Mondays
and Thursdays to assemble the display.

We are delighted to
be able to offer this
beautiful book,
‘Our Faithful Queen’
as a Jubilee gift.

Free copies will be
available over the
Jubilee weekend.
There will also be
opportunity to make
a donation towards
the costs.

On Friday 3rd June we have a Family Activity
Morning including bug hunts in St Mary’s
churchyard and activities for all ages.
Over the weekend the church will be open to
view the butterflies outside and inside, with
refreshments at set times. Please let Eleanor
know if you can help with providing cakes or
serving refreshments. We are also hoping that
the bell-ringers will be ringing a quarter peal.
On Sunday 5th June there will be a service at
4.30pm, hopefully outside and live on Burwell
Radio, with hymns and prayers, interviews and
thank yous to the Butterfly Tower team.
Summer refreshments will be served - Hymns
and Pimms! More details to follow of all these
events to celebrate a very special Jubilee.
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Together, we can turn hunger into hope.
Join us at caweek.org

Every gift. Every action. Every prayer. Every
one of us can change lives.

Drought starves. It robs women of the power to
farm and grow food for their families.
Now, for the first time in a generation, global
poverty is rising. Covid-19, conflict and the
climate crisis are pushing more of our global
neighbours into a struggle for survival.
Women and men in Zimbabwe are hungry to
provide a more hopeful future. Mums often skip
meals to share with their children what little food
they have.

Please donate this Christian Aid Week (15-21
May). Your donations will help families facing
poverty and injustice around the world.
£5 could buy water taps for a community
garden
£15 could buy drought-resistant seeds like
sorghum or millet to help 10 farmers like
Jessica to grow food
£60 could train 50 women farmers to adapt
and grow food in the changing climate
£250 could help a family build a storeroom,
and provide seeds and fertilisers
We will have a church e-envelope and will
send details on the news sheet for 15 th May.

One of these mums is Jessica Mwedzi. Drought
makes every day a struggle for survival. Jessica
is hungry. Hungry for a good meal. Hungry to
earn a decent living. Hungry to provide a more
hopeful future for her family.
‘My children crave a good meal, but I can’t
provide.’ Jessica says. ‘It pains me to send
them to bed hungry.’
Your gift could help Jessica grow droughtresistant crops. You could help her set up a
water tap on her farm and learn how to grow
food in the harsh climate. She’ll turn her dry,
dusty land into a garden of hope.
This Christian Aid Week, you can be one of the
hundreds of thousands of our supporters who
give, act and pray – stepping out in love for our
global neighbours. With you by our side, we
won’t stop until everyone can live a full life, free
from poverty and hunger.
From envelope collections to walking 300,000
steps in May, Christian Aid Week brings people
together as one community helping those living
in poverty to transform their own lives.

This Christian Aid Week (15-21 May), please:
•
Give generously to help women grow
crops that survive in the drought.
•
Act and raise your voice for justice. Join
our Loss and Damage campaign.
•
Pray that families will stay strong during
tough times of drought.

You can download a prayer sheet here
www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/appeals/
caw-prayer-sheet.

Or scan this QR code
to go directly to the
giving page.
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This month’s Eco
Living Ideas from Kathy
Have you heard of Plantlife’s campaign ‘ No
Mow May’? Plantlife (a conservation charity
which works to save threatened wild flowers,
plants and fungi) has been running ‘No Mow
May’ since 2019. The charity suggests you
do not mow your lawn during May, which will
allow wild flowers to bloom, providing nectar
for insects to enjoy, and flowers for you to
enjoy. At the end of May, you can then join
in with Plantlife’s ‘Every Flower Counts’
survey.
After ‘No Mow May’, Plantlife suggests you
keep some of your lawn cut short, mowing it
just once a month, (for the shorter flowers
such as daisies and clover) and leave some
uncut (good for ox-eye daisies). Some
people have had orchids grow in their lawns.
We have been pleased to have extra colour
in our garden from speedwell, dandelions,
daisies and clover. These attract butterflies
and all sorts of bees.
Added bonuses of reducing lawn mowing are
that you cut your carbon footprint (especially
if you use a fossil-fuel powered mower), you
save time, and, the more species of plants in
your lawn, the more carbon that is stored in
your lawn. See www.plantlife.org.uk for more
information.
Sustaining God’s Creation
an Eco Churches Zoom event
Sat 18 June 10 – 1 pm

A joint project of the six cathedrals of East
Anglia (Chelmsford, Ely, Norwich,
Peterborough, St Albans and St
Edmundsbury), working together to promote
sustainable living, helping all to honour
God's creation and to care for neighbours
near and far.
Simon and I went to this event last year and
found it interesting and encouraging. This
year, one of the speakers is the architect
who has been working on re-ordering St
Mary’s in recent years. We plan to go
(there’ll be no trouble finding a parking
space, or making travel arrangements!). For
free tickets and further information, see:
https://www.sustaininggodscreation.org/events
After that, just get a drink, pen and paper,
and sit in the comfort of your own home to
enjoy and be inspired by this event.
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Church Officers Elected
The Annual Parochial Church meeting on April
24th was attended by 31 people, including 2
Covid sufferers on Zoom. The reports of our
activities and achievements for the year are all
in the Annual Report, copies of which are
available in church.
Steve Martin was re-elected as Churchwarden
for another year and is joined by Wendy
Smith, elected to the role for the first time.
Christine Fleming was elected as our new
Parish Safeguarding Officer and Dee Smith
will join her as Safeguarding Administrator,
which is a new role.
Eleanor thanked all those who have
contributed in so many ways throughout the
year. Special thanks were given to Myrna
Leech and Terry Chalmers, both of whom
retired from the PCC after many years of
service, although Terry will continue as PCC
Treasurer. Eleanor also thanked Nicki Martin,
who stepped down as Safeguarding Officer.
Myrna, Terry and Nicki all expressed their
thanks to everyone for the cards and gifts they
received to mark their retirement.

Burwell Branch
Our April meeting was held a week earlier
than usual but sadly could not be held at
Philip’s house as he had tested positive for
Covid. Ten of us went to Simpson's instead
and ate scones with jam and cream in lovely
sunshine in their courtyard. We spoke about
Shyogwe, our link Diocese in Rwanda which
is about two hours west of Kigali the capital.
It is populated by small subsistence farmers
with long treks to get water from the river.
Much of the practical work in the area is
done by the MU. There are credit and
savings schemes and craft skills are taught
in the hope of regular income but marketing
products can be difficult. The pandemic has
caused a rise in early pregnancy in
teenagers, in one parish around 30 or 40
girls were pregnant during Covid so it is big
issue, Single mothers are being encouraged
to stay within the family unit to look after their
children. Vaccine availability is still a
problem.
Our next meeting is on Wed May 25th at
2pm at Mill Bungalow, Mill Lane. More
details will be sent round before the meeting.
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Reflection from Philip Baker
Many of you will have had Covid and
therefore have some idea of how I feel, a
week or so into testing positive and fed up
with the sheer blandness of it all, staying
indoors alone, tasteless food, falling
asleep all the time, and all the rest. Life
becomes so monotonous and there is no
certain way out until the positive tests
stop. I heard of one person who tested
positive for over 500 days – I cannot
contemplate that! So it was with relief that
my daily Bible reading included the
following from Acts 2. The author of Acts,
Luke, is talking about Jesus and says this
in verses 25 – 28 “David said about him: I
saw the Lord always before me. Because
he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue
rejoices; my body also will live in hope,
because you will not abandon me to the
grave, nor will you let your Holy One see
decay. You have made known to me the
paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your
presence.”
These comforting words are exactly what
are needed to remind us that, even though
we are feeling uncertain and unsure, God
is constant and cares for us. Just before
this passage, in Verse 21 Luke says “And
everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved”. So when times are
hard we are reminded that we only need
to put our trust in God, call on him to help
us and all will be well, not necessarily in
the way we either want or expect, but in
God’s terms we will be “saved” and that
has to be good enough for us. It is not
easy for us to accept we are not in control,
but having Covid is a reminder that we are
not, however much we want to be. God is
in control of our lives; he knows what is
going to happen to us and there is very
little we can do (or should even try to do)
about it. All we need to do is accept things
for what they are, put our faith in God, and
relax into his care.
Philip Baker (23rd April 2022)
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CentrePeace
38a The Causeway, Burwell
07542 828801

Opening Times
Tuesday
10.00am—12.30pm
Wednesday 2.00pm—4.00pm
Thursday
10.00am—12.30pm
Friday
10.00am—12.30pm
Saturday
10.00am—12.30pm

Taking the plunge!
For all of us on the Christian journey, there
will be milestones - times when we make a
deeper commitment to follow Jesus, and
want to mark that in some way.
Would you like to find out abut Christening
or Baptism for your child, or perhaps for
yourself? Or a service of Thanksgiving or
for the birth or adoption of a child? For
children who over 7, the next step might
be to prepare to receive Holy Communion.
As a young person or adult, you may be
ready to affirm your baptism promises for
yourself in the service of Confirmation.
If the answer is YES to any of these,
Eleanor and Paula would be very willing to
arrange a time to talk more with you about
what might be the next step for you and
your family, and arrange preparation. You
can find out more under ‘Life Events’ at
www.churchofengland.org.
There will be a Confirmation Service in
St Mary’s at 4pm on May 15th if you
want to see what’s involved. Please
contact Eleanor for more information.
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MAY SERVICES - check weekly news sheet for updates
Date
Sunday 1st May
Easter 3
Wednesday 4th

St Mary’s Burwell
8.30am Holy Communion
10.00am All Age Service
10.30am Holy Communion

St Etheldreda’s Reach

Sunday 8th May
Easter 4
Wednesday 11th
Sunday 15th May
Easter 5

10.00am Holy Communion

7.00pm Sunday@7

Wednesday 18th

10.30am Holy Communion
10.00am Christian Aid Service
4.00pm Confirmation Service
with Holy Communion
10.30am Holy Communion

Sunday 22nd May
Easter 6
Thursday 26th May
Ascension Day
Sunday 29th May
Easter 7
Wednesday 1st June

10.00am Holy Communion

Sunday 5th June
Pentecost

10.00am Holy Communion
4.30pm Jubilee Service

9.00am Holy Communion

10.30am Holy Communion
10.00am Holy Communion
2.00pm Wedding
10.30am Holy Communion
9.00am Holy Communion

OPENING OF OUR CHURCH BUILDINGS

St Mary’s is open to the public every day, except when there is another event, such as a
wedding or a funeral. St Etheldreda’s is now closed for building work. More details are on
our website https://stmarysburwell.org.uk/booking-for-church-services/. Please do not
visit our church buildings if you are unwell. You do not need to book for services.
Sunday@7 is on 2nd Sunday of month, and for the time being will be in Reach Village Hall.
WORSHIP AT HOME ONLINE Join us to pray, to worship, to share together
We are currently aiming to livestream our 10am service on Facebook, and a recording will
then be available after the service. To access any of our gatherings on Zoom, please
request the details on our website here: www.stmarysburwell.org.uk/gdpr/data-consentform/keepingintouch/. In most cases, the details for each remain the same every week, so
you only have to do this once. For the time being, Zoom 10am services are taking a break.

WEEKLY GATHERINGS IN PERSON

We have a number of small groups meeting during the week. Ask Eleanor for details.
Fridays 10.00am Refresh Café in St Mary’s For pre-school children with their parents & carers
Saturday 9.00am The Green Prayer Group (at Village Green Coffee Shop)
Sunday afternoons Messy Gathering - meets about once a month.
More information in our regular emails to families and on our Messy Church and Refresh
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/messychurchburwell Join the mailing list via with our
Keeping in Touch online form.

Churches Together in Burwell has a regular slot on Burwell Radio
called ‘Cross talk’ on Sundays 8.30am and repeated at 4.30pm
Sunday and 7.00pm Monday. To listen you can either go to the
station's website https://burwell.radio where there is a music player,
or if you have an Amazon Echo smart speaker you can enable the
Burwell Radio skill ("Alexa: Enable Burwell Radio") and then ask her
to play the station ("Alexa: Play Burwell Radio").
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Vicar
Rev’d Canon Dr Eleanor Williams
22 Isaacson Road
01638 741262
vicar@stmarysburwell.org.uk
Curate
Rev’d Paula Spalding
07849 936085
curate@stmarysburwell.org.uk
Duty days Wednesday, Friday and Sunday
Priests in retirement
Rev’d David King
Rev’d Dr Roger Williams
Licensed Lay Minister
Jo Proctor
Churchwarden
Stephen Martin
01638 742667
Wendy Smith
01638 741888
Churchwardens’ Assistants
Tom Elton
Caroline Smith
Lay Pastor
Sue Evans
01638 743688
sueevans1949@hotmail.com
We’re also on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysburwell
https://www.facebook.com/messychurchburwell
https://www.facebook.com/centrepeaceburwell

St Mary’s and
St Etheldreda’s
Phoneline

Keeping in Touch
During the coronavirus outbreak we are
sending the pew sheet by email and
phoning and posting information to those
without Internet access. Both the pew sheet
and Contact are also available to download
from our website:
www.stmarysburwell.org.uk/contact-magazine

By dialling into our phoneline you can
hear a recording of some of our
services, hear some of the pew sheet
read out, and you can also dial in to
join the Sunday Zoom service.
01638 598958 (local call charge)

QR code for
church website
home page

We welcome your contributions to Contact. Please do keep sending them!

Send to administrator@stmarysburwell.org.uk
Collation and distribution Ken Hurrell and Avril Plume
To join the circulation list please fill in a Keeping in Touch form available in our churches or on our website
Printed by Burwell Print Centre A social enterprise training & supporting adults with learning disabilities, providing quality design & print.
www.burwellprint.co.uk (Registered Charity No. 1053026)
Views expressed are those of the individual and not of St Mary’s and St Etheldreda’s PCC

