Dore Methodist Church
Weekly Update
2nd July 2021.
Pause for thought and prayer – Week 1 of Bible Month

Mark 2: 1-12 – An Ignatian approach
An Ignatian approach is a way of reading a Bible passage which inspires us to use our
imaginations and invites us to place ourselves into a particular story. This method encourages us
to be open to what we find there, to be attentive to details (taste, sight, smell, sound and feeling,
and what is going on in the event), and to personally encounter Jesus. The story of Jesus healing
the paralysed man is perfect for this engagement. It has clearly drawn characters (Jesus himself;
the paralysed man and his friends, the crowd, the teachers of the law), lots of detail (the
crowdedness, the roof being dug through, the cynicism, the amazement) and so there are many
implications for the use of our senses.
Become familiar with the above passage and then try to picture the scene. Through your
imagination, place yourself there with Jesus on that day:
• Where does the scene take place and who is there?
• What is Jesus doing and saying?
• What are the sights, sounds, smells? What can you touch and feel?
• Which character are you - part of the crowd, a disciple, the paralysed man, one of his friends, a
teacher of the law, someone else waiting to be healed?
Reflect on how reading the Bible this way has helped you encounter Jesus.
Prayer: God of wonder, help me to see all things with your eyes and understand all things with
your mind. Amen
***************************************************************

Worship.
We continue to worship in our church building at 10-30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, observing all the
necessary social distancing rules, and pre-booking of seats still necessary.
During July we will be observing Bible Month, and our services are being led by David Willie and
Gail Hunt – David on 4th and 18th; Gail on 11th and 25th.
For those unable to attend the Vine at Home material follows.

Grace Food Bank
Thanks to everyone who supported the last foodbank collection. The next collection will be
Monday 5th July. If you would like me to collect from you please phone me on 0114 473 1998 (or
email me at peter.ann.smith@gmail.com) and then leave a bag outside your front door for
collection by 9 a.m. on Monday 5th July.
Although food donations are important and very much appreciated, please do not put
yourselves at risk of contracting COVID-19 by shopping for the Food Bank. Stay safe.
Thanks
Peter

Church Magazine
Our Summer edition is now available and is being distributed to all our congregation by a variety of
methods.
• For those attending worship at church you will be given a copy at church
• For those not yet attending worship at church a copy will be delivered to you, either by hand
or post.
It is also possible to access the magazine on our website (www.doremethodist.org.uk)

Changed Arrangements.
There will be NO Weekly Update on 9th/11th July.
Any new bookings for a seat at the service on Sunday 11th July should be made by phoning Gail
on (0114) 236 0772.
***********************************************************
The Vine at Home – 4th July 2021 - 14th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Call to worship
Jesus calls us, here to meet him,
And we come – from afar or near, connecting together in this act of worship.
We have been richly blessed, and we come to worship the living God, and to filled again with your
Holy Spirit. Amen.1
Hymn: 548 STF Blessed Assurance
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine:
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God;
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood:
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Saviour all the day long.
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Saviour all the day long.

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love:
3 Perfect submission, all is at rest,
I in my Saviour am happy and blest -watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love:

Frances Jane van Alstyne, (Fanny Crosby) (1820-1915)
Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 548 CCLI 554990
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Call to Worship written by Tim Baker
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Opening Prayers
From the very beginning, you were there God.
In the first moments of creation, amongst big bangs, creative sparks and a divine word spoken, you
were there.
At the very end, you will be there, our God.
When meaningfulness collapses, life ends, universes fade and creation stops creating, you will be
there, our God.
You are Alpha. You are Omega.
You are A. You are Z.
You are first and last.
We praise you, God of the beginnings and God of the endings.
God of the first breath, and God of the last.
God of the labour pains and God of the dying moments.
We praise you, God of all time, in this moment, this time.
Come amongst us, spirit of the living God.
For our prayer of confession, we are just going to pause for a moment to reflect on some of the
ways in which we have not been our best selves, ways in which we have let ourselves down. If it
helps you to write, or draw, as you reflect, then by all means do that. Let us just be still for a
moment, and reflect on the places where we are not living up to our true potential.
[Hold quiet for a few minutes. You might like to play some quiet reflective music, and it may be
helpful to have pen and paper on hand for people to use if they wish or would be more
comfortable doing so].
Living God, we want to be better, we want to be our best, for you and for your world.
Move within us, transform us, change us.
Challenge and inspire us, by your Spirit, to fulfil your desires for our lives.
We are sorry, for all the times we’ve turned away from that desire, all the times we’ve let each
other down.
And even as we say sorry, we know that you forgive and accept us, you accept us just as we are.
We see in you the love we wish to reflect into the world – a love that always accepts, and always
hopes for better.
May we be reservoirs of that love, overflowing out into a world in need.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.2
Let us now say the Lord’s Prayer
Readings: 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 – David Anointed King of All Israel
5 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, “Look, we are your bone and
flesh. 2 For some time, while Saul was king over us, it was you who led out Israel and brought it in.
The Lord said to you: It is you who shall be shepherd of my people Israel, you who shall be ruler
over Israel.” 3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron; and King David made a
covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed David king over Israel. 4 David
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was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5 At Hebron he reigned
over Judah seven years and six months; and at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah
thirty-three years.
David occupied the stronghold, and named it the city of David. David built the city all around from
the Millo inward. 10 And David became greater and greater, for the Lord, the God of hosts, was with
him.
9

2 Corinthians 12:2-10
I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in
the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. 3 And I know that such a person—whether
in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows— 4 was caught up into Paradise and
heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. 5 On behalf of such a one
I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 6 But if I wish to boast,
I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think
better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, 7 even considering the exceptional
character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep[a] me from being too elated, a thorn was given me
in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. [b] 8 Three times
I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, 9 but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient
for you, for power[c] is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 10 Therefore I am content with
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I
am weak, then I am strong.
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Mark 6:1-3 - The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth
6 He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 2 On the sabbath
he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where
did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are
being done by his hands! 3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary[a] and brother of James and
Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense[ b] at him.
Reflections on the reading
Today is a day of celebration for some of our sisters and brothers across the Atlantic, but may well
be an unremarkable day for many in the UK. It’s Independence Day! Recounting the story of the
independence of America can be heard differently and remembered differently by various people
throughout history. As a university student, I, a British citizen, was shown an American cartoon
about this historical event by an American lecturer, to see how our student cohort would respond
to the way the British were depicted – this was not an exercise in flattery!
How is God using you today? This passage is not an exercise in Biblical flattery, but an invitation to
reflect on our place in God’s big story. How will we respond?
Prayers of intercession
Let us pray,
God of our hearts ,
Come into our feelings, our emotions, teaching us the art of love.
Show us how to embrace your world and your people, with arms of grace.
Guide us in each moment, that the very impulses of our bodies might be tuned to you.
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God of love, enter our hearts, and tune your world to love.
God of our minds, come into our thoughts, our intellects, and help us to focus the work of our
brains on you. Show us how to be agents of love in the workplace, at school, in our reading, our
writing, our thinking.
Guide us to come to know you more, through the power you have given us in our minds.
God of love, enter our hearts, and tune your world to love.
God of our families,
Come into the places we call home, that we might show and discover something about you in our
houses, at our mealtimes, in our beds.
Show us how to love each other, and reveal your nature of love to us, through our relationships
with those closest to us – our family and closest friends.
Guide us in the difficulties and struggles that come with our family lives, and the suffering of those
closest to us – bring them your love.
God of love, enter our hearts, and tune your world to love.
God of the Church,
Come into the midst of your people, come to bring healing, to bring unity, to build a movement that
can shape the world for good.
Show us how to love each other, to heal broken rifts within churches and between denominations.
How to reach out into the world around us, bringing peace, not division, bringing love, and not
conflict.
Guide us in our decision making and our worship, our committees and young church, our church
councils and prayer meetings, bring the church closer to your design, your hopes for humanity.
We pray for the circuit, for all those looking for a fresh start. Lord, bring your newness, your
refreshing and re-charging love. We pray for this church, as your people here begin afresh their
journey with you.
God of love, enter our hearts, and tune your world to love.
God of this country,
Come into broken Britain, bruised Britain, bringing healing and comfort.
Show your love to those suffering in this country – the elderly, those suffering with mental illness,
those without homes, those carrying a disease, those struggling to make ends meet, and those
suffering from damaged relationships.
God of love, enter our hearts, and tune your world to love.
God of the world
Come into your suffering, unequal planet, bringing peace and harmony where there is war and
discord.
Show your love to those who cannot see it this morning – those tied up in war and conflict, battling
with the HIV/AIDS epidemic, those struggling with a life of poverty.
God of love, enter our hearts, and tune your world to love.
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God of our hearts - help us to be agents of love across your world, in the way we live our lives, in
the people we meet and the situations we hold influence. Amen.3
Hymn: 455 STF – All my hope on God is founded
1 All my hope on God is founded;
2 Human pride and earthly glory,
he doth still my trust renew.
sword and crown betray our trust;
Me through change and chance he guideth,
what with care and toil we fashion,
only good and only true.
tower and temple, fall to dust.
God unknown,
But God's power,
he alone
hour by hour,
calls my heart to be his own.
is my temple and my tower.
3 God's great goodness aye endureth,
deep his wisdom passing thought;
splendour, light, and life attend him,
beauty springeth out of naught.
Evermore
from his store
new-born worlds rise and adore.
5 Still from earth to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of Christ his Son.
Christ doth call
one and all
ye who follow shall not fall.

4 Daily doth the almighty giver
bounteous gifts on us bestow;
his desire our soul delighteth,
pleasure leads us where we go.
Love doth stand
at his hand;
joy doth wait on his command.

Robert Bridges (1844-1930) (alt.)based onJoachim Neander (1650-1680)
Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 455

Blessing
Go and enter into the flow of love that is at work in the universe.
Go and discover that God is out there, moving, transforming, touching lives and all creation.
Go and encounter the Spirit of God.
Amen.4
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Prayers of intercession written by The Joint Public Issues Team
Additional prayers by Tim Baker
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