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utterly pure, utterly self-giving in both directions, utterly unbreakable, and everlasting, resulting from the
character of God, who is Holy Love. But the wonder of the Gospel is that we are invited to share in the
embrace of that eternal love between Father and Son. The closest human parallel we have is when a loving
married couple have or adopt children together. In a sense, their children are embraced into the community
of love that already exists within the couple. And it is actually the strength and solidity of the love between
father and mother which provides the greatest security for their children – even more so than their
unwavering love for the children themselves. Likewise, in a far greater way, our assurance of God’s love for
us is primarily secured by the eternal love between Father and Son and Holy Spirit within the Trinity that is
God, within which we are loved. “This is my Son, whom I love.”
And lastly a vital instruction: “Listen to him!” The Law of Moses (the first five books of the Bible) was at the
time seen as the highest authority for any Jew. Above all, that was what they must listen to. But, now, God
the Father establishes and even higher authority – Jesus Christ himself. He is a higher authority than the
Law, for he wrote the Law, and is therefore able to interpret it exactly as it was intended. We read the Law
supremely through the lens of Jesus’ teaching, his life, and his death and resurrection.
There is a worrying trend in the Church today that seeks to suggest that Jesus’ own understanding was
limited by his context as a 1st Century Jew. Some Christians use this argument to write out of the Bible those
aspects of Jesus’ teaching which are clear, but which they don’t like, such as his exclusive claims to be the
only way to God, or his warnings about the reality of hell, for instance. So, instead of listening to Jesus, they
make themselves the ultimate arbiters of truth, and Jesus subject to their thought constructs. This we must
always guard against. Yes, there are some teachings that we have to work harder to understand, where they
appear to contradict other teachings Jesus gave. But Jesus’ own interpretation of God’s Word must be our
primary guiding light, because he is the author of that Word. “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”
In closing, I just want to draw attention to the lasting effect that this event had on the disciples who
witnessed it. Yes, they kept it to themselves as they were commanded until after Jesus’ resurrection, but it
clearly transformed their understanding of who Jesus is. John may well have had it particularly in mind when
he began his first letter: “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched – this we proclaim concerning the
Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen him and testify to him, and we proclaim to you the eternal
life, who was with the Father and has appeared to us” (1 John 1:1-2). And Peter certainly had it in mind
when he wrote his defence of the Gospel he preached (2 Peter 1:16-18): “For we did not follow cleverly
devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. He received honour and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him
from the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.’ We ourselves
heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain”.
This was a seminal moment. A moment from when they knew for certain that the Kingdom of God truly had
come with power in the person of Jesus. A moment that would indelibly print on their minds the true nature
of his glory, his majesty, his divinity. They did not invent that doctrine. It was a truth revealed to them by
God himself, and one they were therefore eager to pass on to others, no matter what it cost them. Because
in this truth is life in all its fullness. It remains for us to accept it like they did, and to enjoy the blessings of so
doing. “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” Do we believe that? And will we do that? I hope so.
[Pray]
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Nevertheless, occasionally, in history, God has peeled back the curtains of this world to reveal more fully his
glory and something new about his Person. The technical term for this is a “theophany” – a revealing of
God! Some of the best known examples of theophanies include when God cut his covenant with Abraham in
Genesis 15, when he appeared to Moses in the burning bush in Exodus 3, when he appeared to the Moses
and the Israelites and gave them the Law at Mount Sinai in Exodus 19-24, and when he filled the temple with
his glory in Isaiah 6. These are all moments when God made himself physically visible in some way and his
voice audible to reveal something of his glory. And they were all truly life-changing moments for those who
witnessed them.
This transfiguration of Jesus is in that mould. This is Jesus’ theophany, when his true glory as God was
graphically revealed. And, unsurprisingly, there are a number of similarities to those Old Testament
theophanies, especially to God’s appearance on Mount Sinai. It occurred up a high mountain, there was
both a thick cloud and a bright shining light (Matthew 17:2 describes not just Jesus’ clothes, but Jesus’ face
as shining like the sun), and God’s voice spoke clearly from the thick cloud.
God was peeling back the limitations of physical matter to reveal for a moment the reality that lay behind
Jesus’ humanity. To reveal his full identity as God in human flesh, and something of the glory he had with his
Father before his incarnation as a human! This shining, brilliant glory was usually miraculously veiled in
Jesus’ humanity, which was a tremendous act of grace on God’s part. For without that veiling, no-one would
have been able to approach Jesus or walk in his company, as the fear and confusion displayed by the
disciples at this moment demonstrates. But, just for a moment, God removed the veil to reveal Jesus’ true
glory.
In so doing he also revealed something new about his Person. The Jews had always known that God is One,
but now they were discovering that within that Oneness there is more than one. For here was Jesus, shining
in all God’s glory. Yet here, too, was God the Father speaking from the cloud of his presence independent
from the person of Jesus and about Jesus, saying “This is my Son.” Later they would experience the power of
God through the Holy Spirit too, and so come to understand that God is Three-in-One – a Trinity!
There is also a third and very encouraging reality revealed in this momentary peeling back of the veil of
matter. For, two key Old Testament heroes, Moses and Elijah, briefly appeared with Jesus and talked with
him. Now, Moses had died and God had taken Elijah from the Earth hundreds of years earlier. Yet here they
were, clearly identifiable, and clearly alive, talking with Jesus. For me, this is one of the most conclusive
pieces of evidence for the reality of heaven, for a real physical life beyond the grave even before the end of
time. It might even hint that heaven is a reality far closer to us than we might realise, perhaps even an
unseen dimension of the world itself – though we can only ever suggest that as a possibility at best.
But the primary focus of this passage is not heaven or Moses or Elijah. It is Jesus. And that is what God the
Father makes clear when he speaks from the cloud. “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” “This is
my Son.” And then only Jesus was left with them. This is my Son. Not Moses or Elijah. They were merely
servants of God. Important servants, certainly. But servants only. Jesus is different. Jesus is God’s Son. His
only eternally begotten Son. Not created, because he is God himself. Of one being with the Father. God of
God and Light of Light, as the Nicene Creed puts it. This is God’s own testimony about Jesus, which these
disciples heard first-hand. “This is my Son.”
And then we learn of the relationship between Father and Son: “whom I love.” It is impossible for us to fully
appreciate the depth of love that exists between God the Father and his Son, Jesus Christ. It is a love that is
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We’re continuing our series in Mark’s Gospel, asking ourselves the question Jesus asked his disciples, “Who
do you say I am?” Which has a follow up question, “What difference does who he is make to your life?” We
read today from Mark 9:1-13.
[Read Mark 9:1-13]
1And he said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they
see that the kingdom of God has come with power.’
2After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where
they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3His clothes became dazzling white, whiter
than anyone in the world could bleach them. 4And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were
talking with Jesus.
5Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters – one for you, one
for Moses and one for Elijah.’ 6(He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)
7Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: ‘This is my Son, whom I
love. Listen to him!’
8Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.
9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had
seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10They kept the matter to themselves, discussing what
‘rising from the dead’ meant.
11And they asked him, ‘Why do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?’
12Jesus replied, ‘To be sure, Elijah does come first, and restores all things. Why then is it written that
the Son of Man must suffer much and be rejected? 13But I tell you, Elijah has come, and they have done to
him everything they wished, just as it is written about him.’
[Pray]
As a drama student, one practitioner who greatly fascinated me was Bertolt Brecht. I have little interest in
the Marxist ideology he sought to promote (though I do believe the rich have a duty to share their wealth
with those in need). But from a theatrical perspective, Brecht has to be admired for the visionary
revolutionary he was. So much of what is now routine he introduced or made popular – such things as
visible stage lights not covered by scenery, tableaux or freeze-frames, non-linear plots, using song and dance
to comment on the plot, and minimal set and costume designs. All of this was designed reveal the
mechanics of the performance, so as to constantly remind the audience that they were watching a reflection
of reality, not reality itself. Thus, he hoped to engage their understanding, not their emotions, and so
prompt them to respond to the real world differently. Essentially the scene was peeled back to reveal the
reality that lay behind it. And there is a similar dynamic at play in today’s passage.
This transfiguration of Jesus is presented as at least the partial fulfilment of Jesus’ prophetic statement,
“Some who are standing here will not taste death before they see that the kingdom of God has come with
power.” It’s worth noting in passing, that Peter was included within the three specially privileged disciples
who were permitted to see this, despite his spectacular misjudgement in seeking to dissuade Jesus from
going to the cross! A rebuke from Jesus is never meant to be the end of the story!
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reality that lay behind it. And there is a similar dynamic at play in today’s passage.
This transfiguration of Jesus is presented as at least the partial fulfilment of Jesus’ prophetic statement,
“Some who are standing here will not taste death before they see that the kingdom of God has come with
power.” It’s worth noting in passing, that Peter was included within the three specially privileged disciples
who were permitted to see this, despite his spectacular misjudgement in seeking to dissuade Jesus from
going to the cross! A rebuke from Jesus is never meant to be the end of the story!

