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Christ Church MU
news
On 12 February about 18 members met
for the Annual General Meeting.
Jacqueline opened the meeting with a
short
holy
communion
service.
Afterwards we heard various reports
including the Treasurers Report from
Margo and the Committee Report
summarising the various activities during
the previous year from Sheila (read by
Veronica). Jenny has now taken over as
Secretary and Veronica said she had
given a Millbrook token to Sheila in thanks
for all her work as Secretary on behalf of
everybody.
We discussed various
matters
arising
and
broke
for
refreshments, Valentine-themed supplied
by David.

Our next meeting on 12 March will be an
Easter Flowers workshop where we can
make something to take home. On 9 April
we will have a Lent Agape meal, further
details to follow.

COPY FOR MARCH
MAGAZINE
This is your magazine, and every effort is
made to include items supplied by you,
our readers.
The one thing that would be most helpful,
when submitting copy, is that you e-mail
this rather than put a typed sheet on the
hook in church.
As I am not a touch typist, it takes
considerable time to re-type any copy and
is open to me making errors.
Send copy to the address on page 2 by
TUESDAY 19 MARCH at the very latest, or
speak to
Mike Cubitt - 07840343831

WORKING PARTY
‘In order to save on expensive cleaning and maintenance, we hold a monthly
working party on a Saturday morning starting at 09.30.
Together we clean and tidy the church, do a bit of necessary DIY or gardening,
have a coffee and often some home-made goodies – and finish by about 11.30.
We are enormously grateful to the few loyal helpers who turn up month after
month – but we desperately need a few more.
Please consider putting the dates into your diary and coming along. All are
welcome – if you can do basic DIY please let us know in advance so that the
churchwardens can plan jobs in advance.
Working party is almost always on the second Saturday of each month…
NOTE the next ones will be on 9 MARCH at 9.30.
See you there,

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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LENT 2019
“ENCOUNTERING GOD IN THE
STILLNESS”
Come and experience different ways to pray
and enjoy some peace & stillness during Lent.
Session 1 Listening to God in stillness &
silence
Wednesday 13 March – 7pm for 7.30pm start
Session 2 God in my day
Wednesday 20 March – 7pm for 7.30pm start
Session 3 Praying with the Bible
Wednesday 27 March – 7pm for 7.30pm start
Session 4 Multi-sensory prayer
Wednesday 3 April – 7pm for 7.30pm start
Session 5 Using my imagination
Wednesday 10 April – 7pm for 7.30pm start
Refreshments available from 7pm
Please ensure you arrive before 7.30pm to
avoid walking in during a time of silence &
stillness.
Finishing approx. 8.30pm
You are encouraged to attend as many
sessions as you can, as we share the journey
together.
Rev Karen Seggie: (01474) 362654 or
karenseggie16@gmail.com

COFFEE ROTA 2019
3 Mar
Annie - Jill - Angela Kirby
10 Mar David - Steve - Gerry
17 Mar Annie - Jill - Jan
24 Mar Annie - Jill - Vena
31 Mar Annie - Jill - Jenny

Come in and enjoy a
cup of tea or coffee
after the 10.00 o’clock
Sunday service
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall is the patron of the
Royal Osteoporosis Society and the re-launch of

ELECTORAL
ROLL
Every 7 years the Electoral Roll has to be revised
. At the end of this month we shall begin the
process of revising thje current Electoral Roll
which is hopelessly out of date due to people
moving or passing away.
Everyone will have to re-apply to be included on
the new Electoral Roll.

the society following the granting of Royal status
on 13 February. As part of the proceedings,
Sheila Knight and
some of the family
particiated in a
promotional video
shown at the
launch and they
were all presented
to the Duchess.
The video is on
youtube and can be
seen by entering
https//youtu.be/cchj
TdKAQhc you will
then need to scroll
down to Feb13 and
a line starting
Sheila has lost five
inches.

This means that you will have to fill up one of the
forms at the back of the church and hand it to a
priest or churchwarden.
This will give us a realistic picture of current
membership.
Those on the Electoral Roll are, of course, eligible
for election to the various church offices.
So don't forget to sign up !
You will receive plenty of reminders.
Michael Charles

BIBLE NOTES
As well as the “New Daylight” booklet of Bible notes prepared by the Bible Reading Fellowship,
there is also a booklet entitled “Bible reflections for older people”. This also comes out every four
months and is priced at £4.99.
This booklet is written by older people for older people, the reflections are designed to bring hope,
assurance and sustenance, reminding the reader of the presence and love of God. Each issue
contains 40 Bible reflections and prayer suggestions to use and revisit as often as needed.
If you would be interested in seeing a copy of this booklet please have a word with Julie Hill.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FIRST STEPS
13TH FEBRUARY 2019
JESUS AND THE BIG PICNIC
Our naughty little sheep is up to a bright morning.
It’s pretty chilly but looks promising for our First
Steps service this afternoon, so he’s really
cheerful. Bless him! It’s beginning to feel a bit
like spring when he, his friends and I walk up to
church. How lovely! Everyone is very chirpy,
rushing off to find their usual places when we get
inside. There is quite an excited buzz. When
they’re all comfortable they watch as I get things
sorted in church. Jan and then Linda soon arrive
to get the hall set up. Then in comes Anne, to
play the piano for us. When everything is ready
we wait to see who will be first to join us. It is
Katerina and little Annabelle. Katerina has kindly
made some biscuits for us to enjoy later. How
lovely! Gradually others arrive and soon we have
a nice little gathering. When everyone has got
their jingle bells and is sitting comfortably, it is
time for our service to begin.
Today we are thinking about Jesus and the big
picnic. Everyone loves a picnic, don’t they? We
hear how Jesus has been talking to lots and lots
of people. Some of them have come to see Jesus
because they’re poorly and Jesus has made
them better. The time is getting on and the sun
is beginning to go down. The people are getting
hungry and haven’t got anything to eat. Jesus
asks the disciples to find them something and a
little boy comes forward with a bag in which he’s
got his supper. There are five barley loaves and
two fishes. The boy is happy to share what he’s
got. Isn’t that kind? That seems to be all the food
that they can find. That isn’t going to go very far,
is it? Our naughty little sheep and his friends are
very interested to hear what happens next.
Jesus blesses the food and then he asks the
disciples to sit everyone down on the grass. He
asks them to share the food out and they pass
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the food around. Rather like the magic porridge
pot, it goes on, and on and on. Everyone has
plenty to eat and when the disciples tidy up
afterwards there are twelve baskets of food left.
How many? And five thousand people have had
more than enough to eat. Wow that is some
picnic! Our naughty little sheep and his friends
are amazed. What a miracle! We think that the
disciples must be a bit surprised, too. We’ve
really enjoyed that story and we’ve sung some
of our favourite songs about Fish and Bread,
about Sharing and Eating. Always good. Lots of
excellent jingling, too. Everyone is very good and
quiet for our prayers as we thank God for all his
gifts to us each day. We say the words that Jesus
taught us. “The Lord’s Prayer”
Then our service is over and we all go our into
the hall for a drink and Katerina’s biscuits. They
are yummy, and much appreciated. Our naughty
little sheep and his
friends have rushed
out to try them first.
Quality control, I’m
informed. Ho hum!
Then they watch as
the children play
and Mums have a
chance to catch up
with each other.
As always we
have had a lovely
time together and
hopefully everyone
will join us again for
our next First Steps
service an 13th March.
Lucky for us, again, I’m
sure.
God Bless
R o s e m a r y
Austin
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Sophie joined 11th Milton (Christ Church) Brownies in
September 2015 having been a Rainbow and Brownie
elsewhere. She has been awarded her 5 year anniversary
badge celebrating her membership of Girlguiding.
In 2018 Girlguiding introduced a new programme with the
biggest changes seen for decades. The Gold award is the
top award a girl can achieve in her age group. Special
arrangements were put in place to enable girls to complete
the Gold award if they do not have enough time left in their
current section to complete this using the new programme
(about two years).
Sophie had already gained her Adventure, Adventure On
and many interest badges under the old programme as
well as numerous Paw print and activity badges. To
achieve her Gold award, Sophie completed one new
interest badge from three of the six themes – Local history
(Know Myself), Performing (Express Myself) and
Languages (Skill for my Future). She organised the
Brownie Christmas party – planning the games and food
and running the activities – and visited the 3rd Milton (Christ
Church) Rainbows to talk to them about being a Brownie.
It was agreed that Sophie would receive her Gold award
at the unit’s Chinese New Year party. She requested that
Priest Jacqueline be invited to make the presentation.
Sophie’s parents were present to see her receive her
award. The Brownies enjoyed some Chinese food, a quiz,
a chopsticks game and made money pockets before the

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

award ceremony,
during which Sophie
renewed
her
Promise and Priest
Jacqueline
presented
her
badge, commenting
on how different
they are to the ones
she gained when
she was a Brownie.
Sophie is the first
11th Milton (Christ
Church) Brownie to
complete the award.
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Sunday 7 April 10.00 PASSION SUNDAY
Traditional Bible readings, hymns and choral items as we listen to
the story of Christ’s Passion.

SERVICES FOR HOLY
WEEK
Thursday 18 April - Maundy Thursday
08:00 Said service of Holy Communion for Maundy Thursday
19.30: Informal Holy Communion and Watch

Friday 19 April - Good Friday
10:00 Hot Cross Bun Service
A special service and craft activities to explore the meaning of this
Holy day, followed by Hot Cross Buns.
For children of all ages and their carers.
12 noon - 15:00 Good Friday service - 'The Seven Last
Words of Jesus’
This service is in half hour sections, so you can stay for the
duration or arrive and leave on the half hour during a hymn.

HE IS RISEN!
Services for Easter Day

Sunday 21 April
05.30: Lighting of the Easter fire and Service of Light - followed by
breakfast
08.00: Said Holy Communion
10.00: Celebration Holy Communion
with Easter eggs and refreshments.
16:00: Festal Evensong
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Kent Fostering Service
Kent Carers for Kent children
There are over 1000 children living in foster care
with our 700 Kent County Council fostering
families.
Our fostering families come from a wide variety
of backgrounds which is needed because our
children come from a range of backgrounds too
Foster carers can be single, in a relationship,
married, gay or straight, 18 years and over.
Carers do not need to be home owners, but our
carers do need a spare bedroom, have good
physical and emotional health, energy,
commitment, time, the motivation to make a real
difference to a child’s life and previous
experience of caring for or working with children
and young people.
The Kent Fostering Service particularly need
homes for older children, brothers and sisters
who need to stay together and disabled children
(both long term and short breaks carers).
Short breaks carers provide short term care for
disabled children- training is provided to meet a
child’s specific health and developmental needs.
Some children and young people just need a
short-term foster home whilst others need longer
term homes and care until they are ready to live
independently. Our young people deserve a
sense of belonging to a family whilst also
maintaining links with their birth family.
Emergency bed carers and assessment bed
carers are needed for children and young people
with complex presenting behaviours for a time
limited period whilst plans are made for the young
person’s ongoing care.
Kent need foster carers for parent and child
placements, which requires a particular skill set
where additional training can be provided to build
upon existing skills.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

Our children and young people
Our Children and young people need caring
families to meet their health, emotional, social
and educational needs and to support them to
develop a sense of identity and confidence in
their own abilities. Many children are successfully
returned home with their birth families whilst
some children with more complex needs remain
living with their foster family.
Fostering with Kent County Council provides a
paid career offering the choice to complete a
variety of training courses up to diploma level.
Kent foster carers are self-employed and earn
from £264 to £446 per week (including a
maintenance and reward element) with enhanced
fees paid for children with higher level disabilities
and additional needs and combined rates for
parent and child placements. Foster carers
receive generous tax relief (see HMRC)
Kent Foster carers have their own fostering
social worker, support groups, access to out of
hours support , membership to Fostertalk, Kent
Foster Carers Association, access to specialist
services such as Kent’s Sense of belonging
service (psychological outreach support and
activity days for children ),Kent virtual schools,
the Children and young people’s council and
participation and appreciation events and all new
carers have a foster carer buddy to offer
guidance and support.
The fostering assessment process takes 6-8
months. Kent information events provide an
opportunity to learn more about fostering and
meet our foster carers.
For information please contact Kent’s initial
enquiry team on 03000 420002 and visit our
website www.kentfostering.co.uk or follow Kent
fostering on Facebook.
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Some of
the
Brownies
Enjoying
their
Chinese
food and a
game using
chopsticks
on 14th
February

School Pastors
Coffee Morning
10am-12pm
Saturday 2nd March at
Gravesend Methodist
Church Community Centre.
Come for fellowship, cake
and bric a brac table.

Charity No.1138386

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Pictures taken
during the
Candle-mass
service at Christ
Church in early
February

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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No prizes in this occasional feature, but give it a
try just for a bit of fun
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Find common items
in the Greengrocers
APPLE
CABBAGE
CARROT
CELERY
GRAPE
GRAPEFRUIT
LEMON
LETTUCE
ONION
ORANGE
PARSNIP
PEAR
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New Vicar
Announced

Sunday 31 March at
10:00

We are delighted to announce, subject to the
usual administrative
procedures, the
appointment of a new vicar.
The PCC welcomed the news that Revd
Sally Womersley had been appointed vicar
of Christ Church, and arrangements for her
institution on Saturday 13th April at 2 p.m.
were outlined.
Please think of Sally in your prayers.

Fitness League
Movement for Life In Christ Church Hall

Every Tuesday From 2-3.15 pm

Come along to our
special all age
communion service

Mothering Sunday

Light remedial exercises Fully qualified
teacher

A service for all ages with
posies of flowers.

Ladies why not join us!
For more information please

Phone 01634 255759

MUSTARD SEED
Third Thursday of the month
In
Christ Church hall 2.30 – 4.00
We invite you to come and join us for tea, biscuits, cake and
conversation with occasional speakers and
quizzes.
Come and find out who we are and meet new
people. All ages welcome
Contact: Colin Parsonson: 01474 359713
Pam Kilby: 01474 332693
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

Page 13

MARCH 2019

Page 14

L EDITIO

N

DARK CHOCOLATE

L
A
N
I
G
I
THE OR

The Real Easter Egg

SPEAK TO DAVID WILLIAMS TO GET YOUR ORDER PLACED

SPECIA
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Report on Meeting of
the Christ Church
PCC on 16th January
The PCC welcomed the news that Revd
Sally Womersley had been appointed
vicar of Christ Church, and arrangements
for her institution on Saturday 13th April at
2 p.m. were outlined.
Safeguarding was once again a major
feature of the meeting, with Joan Bennett
appointed as new Parish Children’s Representative and co-opted onto the PCC.
Tola Denloye was to be thanked for her
previous service in the role. A Parish
Safeguarding Committee was set up to
co-ordinate all relevant matters, led by
Jenny Shoesmith, Lead Recruiter with
Joan, Angela Kirby - Parish Vulnerable
Adults Representative, the two churchwardens, and Incumbent when appointed. Jenny presented a Report with seven
recommendations for the PCC, all of
which were accepted. We were well on
the way to meeting Diocesan requirements. It was noted that the Fire Brigade
no longer provide advice on safety matters.
Arrangements for the LBGT Service were
discussed, it having been agreed with the
Diocese. As a member of Inclusive
Church, Christ Church would recognise
and celebrate the achievements of LGBT
communities throughout the ages. ‘How
wide and long and high and deep is the
Love of God’.

income falling. There was considerable
discussion about the Parish Share and it
was agreed we were unable to provide
the requested sum, which was a considerable increase on previous years. It was
unanimously agreed that the Parish Offer
will be £56,900, approximately £10,000
below the Diocesan proposal, but considered by the PCC to be the affordable
sum, taking our financial situation into
account.
The other main item was discussion on
the state of our boilers, the one in church
having broken down over Christmas but
nursed through by Alan Perry, whose
support at all hours was greatly appreciated. This saved large bills for repairs.
The boiler is now working again but is in
a vulnerable state. The hall boiler had not
been providing sufficient heat in the evenings, but Andy Nailor, Parish Resources
Officer, reported that engineers had been
called in and it was anticipated matters
would improve. It was agreed that consideration be given to commissioning a survey to look at the possibility of replacing
the whole system.
Other matters discussed included: the
Follow the Star initiative over Christmas
had been very successful; the Creche at
10 o’clock was no longer active, the Children’s area in the West End proving more
popular, but thanks to Chris Williams for
her co-ordinating role whilst it was in operation; the new duplicator was slower
than its predecessor, but was much
cheaper to run; and the Parish Hiring
Agreement needed updating.
Peter Read: PCC Secretary

The PCC accepted the Parish Budget for
2019, noting that finances were tight with
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Do you run a
local business?
Have you
thought of
advertising in
this monthly
magazine?
If you would like
details of costs
and how you could
contribute to Christ
Church through
advertising please

contact
07840343831
or email
ccgravesend.mag10@yahoo.co.uk

FIRST STEPS
Is a service especially designed for families with pre-school children, although all
children in the family are welcome to come.
We meet in the church at 1.45pm on the second Wednesday in each month for
a short service and then to enjoy a chat over a cup of tea.
We are finished in plenty of time for parents to meet their other children from
school.
Why not come along with your children, you will be very welcome.
Next date is Wednesday 13 MARCH 2019.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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HOLY BAPTISM
30th December
Emily Kirani Barden
th
13 January
Cobie Alexis Diprose
3rd February
Jaiden Oliver Craig Hardman
17th February
Ewan George Luke Featherstone
Poppy Louise Tait
REST IN PEACE
21st December
Leonard Brown
th
29 December
Beryl Jean Fry
31st December
David Craig Barrett

We are the local specialist dementia service for Dartford, Gravesham and Swanley. We empower
people affected by dementia to carry on their chosen lifestyle. We equip people with the
knowledge and practical support to live well with dementia. If you are affected by dementia, we are
here for you. The services you can choose from are:
One to one information and guidance to support you with living with
dementia
Peer Support Groups
Memory Cafes
Singing Groups
Advocacy
Carers Peer Support Group
Carers Learning Groups
The Beacon Day Support
Support at Home
Support at Home Care Service
To find out how we can help you, contact us on
01474 533990
info@alz-dem.org
Safeharbour Memory Wellbeing Centre, Coldharbour Road, Northfleet, Kent
DA11 8AE
If you are interested in volunteering with us we would love to hear from you, please contact
us to find out more.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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What happens at Christ Church?
Sunday Services
08.00 am Holy Communion (said)
10.00 am Communion with crèche & God’s Gang
On the 2nd Sunday All-Age service
Evening Service - see inside magazine for details.

Weekday Services

For further information
Contact
The Church Wardens

Monday morning prayer 08:00
Holy Communion (said)
Saturday 08:00
Wednesday 10:00
and evening prayer 17.15
Registered Charity no. 1130741

Office hours
Friday 18:30 until 19:30

Regular activities and youth organisations
There are a wide variety of clubs for you:Daily
Christ Church Pre-school (2½ upwards)
Monday
Music Group; Brownies
Tuesday
Mothers Union (2nd Tuesday In church hall) Cubs
and Semiquavers
Wednesday Guides
First Steps (under 5’s and carers) 2nd Wednesday 1.45pm
Ifield Ladies (every third Wednesday)
Thursday
Beavers/Brownies; Choir Practice:
2.30 p.m. Mustard Seed (every third)
Friday
Rainbow Unit; Scouts; Parent and Toddler
Saturday
Working Party (9.30 a.m. every second)
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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CALENDAR MARCH 2019
Sunday

31
08.00 Holy
Communion
MOTHERING
SUNDAY
10.00 Holy
Communion

3

10

4

Monday

24
08.00 Holy
Communion
10.00 Holy
Communion

11

18

08.00 Holy
Communion
10.00 Holy
Communion

25

08.00 Morning
Prayer

08.00 Morning
Prayer

08.00 Morning
Prayer

08.00 Morning
Prayer

BROWNIES

BROWNIES

BROWNIES

BROWNIES

5

Tuesday

17

08.00 Holy
Communion
10.00 Holy
Communion
All age service

08.00 Holy
Communion
10.00 Holy
Communion

19

12

26

SHROVE
TUESDAY
CUBS
CUBS
CUBS
CUBS
18.15 Semiquavers 18.15 Semiquavers 18.15 Semiquavers
18.15 Semiquavers

6

Wednesday

13
ASH
WEDNESDAY
10.00 Holy
Communion
17.15 Evening
Prayer

7

Thursday

14
BROWNIES
Choir Practice

Friday

1

8

13.15 Parent and
Toddlers
18.30 Office hours
SCOUTS

Saturday

9

2
08.00 Holy
Communion

08.00 Holy
Communion
09.30 Work party

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

10.00 Holy
Communion
17.15 Evening
Prayer

21

14.30 Mustard Seed
BROWNIES
Choir Practice

BROWNIES
Choir Practice

13.15 Parent and
Toddlers
18.30 Office hours
SCOUTS

16

13.15 Parent and
Toddlers
18.30 Office hours
SCOUTS

23
08.00 Holy
Communion
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10.00 Holy
Communion
17.15 Evening
Prayer

28
BROWNIES
Choir Practice

29

22

15

13.15 Parent and
Toddlers
18.30 Office hours
SCOUTS

27

20

10.00 Holy
Communion
17.15 Evening Prayer
13.45 First Steps

08.00 Holy
Communion

13.15 Parent and
Toddlers
18.30 Office hours
SCOUTS

30
08.00 Holy
Communion
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