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Church Synod
summer debates
The cost of applying for citizenship in the
UK is too high, unfair, and risks undoing
the work of integration, General Synod
was told.
This summer’s debate highlighted the
issues faced by those with indefinite leave
to remain in the UK who face a prohibitive
cost - currently £1,282 for each adult - to
apply for citizenship. Those who do not
apply for citizenship but have indefinite
leave to remain cannot vote in elections,
have more limited travel options and
cannot take up their full civic
responsibilities, despite paying tax.

recommendations to the Government on
the issue, and encourages bishops in the
House of Lords to address the issue in
debates.
Ben Franks, the member of the House of
Laity who initiated the debate, sad "Many
of those who are eligible to apply for
citizenship are working in the low-pay
sectors of our economy due to their
uncertain status making well paid
employment more difficult. Many people
save over years to pay for their
applications, there are also those whose
difficult situation leads them to go into
long-term, high-interest debt from
unscrupulous lenders to do so."

A motion, passed unanimously by Synod,
asks the Archbishops' Council to make

GRAVESHAM FOOD BANK
Below is a list of items required at the moment
Milk (UHT) - Custard - Toothpaste - Hot chocolate - Shampoo - Sweets/treats
Breakfast cereal (not porridge) - Marmite - Fruit juice/squash - Toilet roll - Sponge pudding Deodorant - Tinned Potatoes - Laundry Liquids/tablets

This list is only a few of the items that can help those less fortunate than ourselves,
any tinned or non-perishable items are most welcome

COPY FOR OCTOBER MAGAZINE
This is your magazine, and every effort is made to include items supplied by
you, our readers.
The one thing that would be most helpful, when submitting copy, is that you
e-mail this rather than put a typed sheet on the hook in church.
As I am not a touch typist, it takes considerable time to re-type any copy and
is open to me making errors.

Send copy to the address on page 2 by Friday 20 October,
at the very latest, or speak to Mike Cubitt - 07840343831
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Remembering
those we have Lost
Our programme for the remainder of the
year is set out below, why don’t you come
and join us! Details from Sheila Brown

There are two services at which the
names of loved ones we have lost can
be read out –

Thursday 2 November 7.30pm

October 10
Blythswood
Shoe Boxes

Service of Holy
Communion

Autumn
Members’
MeetingRochester

and commemoration of the departed for
All Souls Day

Hallow-come-een
for children

Sunday 12th November 4pm

Service for the
Bereaved

November 14
Games night

- a more informal service at which
names are read and candles may be lit
If you would like names read at either of
these services please contact Revd Sue
Brewer suec@brewer86.plus.com 01474
352643

December 12
Christmas Meal

COFFEE ROTA 2017
1 Oct
8 Oct
15 Oct
22 Oct
29 Oct

Angela Kirby, Sheila Knight, Annie Southwick
Mary Elahi, Kay Page, Susan Wilkins
Annie Southwick, Rosemary Austin, Gill Campbell
Annie Southwick, Anne Thrush, Gill Campbell
Annie Southwick, Jenny Shoesmith, Gill Campbell

Come in and enjoy a cup of tea or
coffee after the 10.00 o’clock
Sunday service

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FIRST STEPS
13TH SEPTEMBER 2017
THE PRODIGAL SON
Our naughty little sheep is very surprised to see
the sunshine when he wakes up this morning. He
knows that it’s our First Steps service this
afternoon and was expecting it to rain. Our Teddy
Bears’ picnic was a very soggy affair and he was
sure that it would rain again. The sun is still
shining as our naughty little sheep and his friends
and I walk up to the church though dark clouds
are beginning to gather. However everyone is
determined to have a great time whatever the
weather. As usual they make themselves
comfortable while Jan, Linda and I get everything
ready for our service. We open our church doors
and first in today is Grandma Barbara with Cecily,
who has been at big school this morning. It is
lovely to see them. Others soon join us including
Mum Ruth who has come along for the first time
with big boy Ethan and little brother Lewis. Ethan
is feeling a bit shy and scared to be in this new
place, but once we start singing and jingling our
bells, he soon joins in. Isn’t that great?
When everyone is happy and settled I light our
candles and our service begins. Today we are
thinking about a story that Jesus told, to show us
how much God loves us. It is the story of the
Prodigal Son. Our naughty little sheep knows that
it is rather a sad story and he’s a bit of a softie!
We hear about a rich farmer who has two sons.
One is very hard working, doing all kinds of jobs
around the farm for his dad while the other one
is rather lazy and doesn’t want to do anything. So
this young man thinks up a plan. He knows that
when his dad dies he will inherit half of all he
owns. He doesn’t want to wait until then so he
asks his dad if he can have his inheritance right
now! How rude! His dad is rather hurt and upset
by this, but he loves his son very, very much and
so he agrees to let him have the money.
So off the young man goes with all that money
and spends it on gambling, partying with lots of

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

friends and generally having a thoroughly good
time. He doesn’t think about his dad or his family
at all, until the money runs out. Then he discovers
that his so called friends have disappeared and
soon he is very hungry, with nowhere to stay.
Eventually he gets a job looking after some pigs;
that’s how far he’s fallen. And he is so hungry that
he even eats some of their food. What a sad
story!
Then the young man’s thoughts turn to his dad
and his home. He realises how silly he’s been
and he decides to go home and throw himself on
his dad’s mercy. He will ask for a job and a bed
and a meal, just like a servant, not a like a son.
However all this time his dad has been looking
out for him. When finally he sees him far away,
he runs to meet him on the road. He is just
overjoyed to see him. He calls for his servants to
find new clothes for his son and to prepare a great
feast to celebrate, with family, friends and
neighbours because the son whom he thought
he had lost has come home. What a happy
ending! Jesus wants us to know how very much
God loves us and how much we need His love,
too.
Everyone has listened very well to our story, and
our prayers. And there’s been lots of lovely
jingling for our songs, too. Now our service is over
and we all go out into the hall for a drink and
biscuits and time to chat
and play. Our naughty
little sheep and his
friends
have
so
enjoyed
seeing
everyone. We do hope
that everyone will join
us again for our next
First Steps service on
11th October. Autumn
really will be here. Where do
the days go?
God Bless
Rosemary Austin.
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Helpers
required for
Christmas
Experience
We shall be running “Experience
Christmas”-our
interactive
displays
exploring the Christmas story suitable for
adults and children and need an army of

volunteers to welcome the children and in
some cases help explain the activities.
(We shall be holding a familiarisation
session on Monday 20th).If you are able
to give some time please sign the sheets
at the back of the church indicating when
you might be available or contact
Veronica(01474
534857)
veronica@which.net or Rev Sue Brewer
suec@brewer86.plus.com as soon as
possible. We really need your help to
make this event-part of our mission plan
a success.

5th October
10 30am-11 45am
in Christ Church
hall.
Tea, coffee, cakes,
raffle, Bring and Buy

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Part time Carers
required
to assist elderly female with Parkinson
Includes housekeeping duties
Helps client with self-care, such as
toileting, bathing etc,
Dispensing medication
Minimum 6 months experience. Excellent
spoken English, DBS check.
Compassionate and kind
Monday to Friday 3.30 pm to 7.30 pm
Saturday 7.30 am to 830 pm (split shift)
Sunday 7.30 am to 11.30 am
£10 per hour
Telephone 07500017020

Some people find it useful to have a set portion of
the Bible to read each day.
The Bible Reading Fellowship have a booklet called
“New Daylight” which sets out a short Bible reading
and explanatory notes. These booklets are priced
at £4.40 (they
do go up each year) for a four month period.
If you would like to try one of these booklets please
let Julie Hill know.

WORKING PARTY
‘In order to save on expensive cleaning and maintenance, we hold a monthly
working party on a Saturday morning starting at 09.30.
Together we clean and tidy the church, do a bit of necessary DIY or gardening,
have a coffee and often some home-made goodies – and finish by about 11.30.
We are enormously grateful to the few loyal helpers who turn up month after
month – but we desperately need a few more.
Please consider putting the dates into your diary and coming along. All are
welcome – if you can do basic DIY please let us know in advance so that the
churchwardens can plan jobs in advance.
Working party is almost always on the second Saturday of each month…
NOTE the next one will be on 14 October at 9.30.
See you there,
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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On 12 September, Mothers' Union
members and friends met to enjoy a film
night.
We watched "Enchanted April" which was
set in the 1920s and featured four women
who rented a castle in Italy for a spring
holiday. Two of the women were married,
one was a young socialite and the other
an elderly lady. The film explored the
relationship between the women and their
reasons for having the holiday. Eventually
the married women's husbands arrived,
only for one to discover the young lady
was his "lady friend" but he had decided
to stay with his wife. The owner of the
castle also arrived and everybody left for
home.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

There were some lovely views of the sea
and surrounding area and a few comic
moments!
We had ice cream and popcorn - sticky
toffee
pudding
flavour
highly
recommended, and tea and coffee.
Our next meeting will beon 10 October
and we will have a talk from Blythswood
Care. This is the organisation that takes
and distributes our Christmas shoeboxes
so should prove an interesting talk.
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One Parishioners
research of family
action in WW!
Peter Read writes
Both of my grandfathers fought in WW1, both joined
the Northamptonshire Regiment in their 30s, both
were casualties, and both suffered for the
remainder of their lives.
I know little about the service of James Read of
Sheldwich as his war record was destroyed, along
with 60% of those of all British soldiers, in a German
bombing raid in 1940.
Born in 1878, he was a sawyer before the war,
working for the Lees Court Estate, some 85,000
acres mainly around Sheldwich and owned by the
Earls of Sonde.
He was blinded in one eye in the Battle of the
Somme, and partially lost the sight of the other.
After the war, he was offered light labouring work
on the estate, and lived until the age of 89, his
whole married life being spent in the same cottage,
although he was widowed and then remarried in
1936.
The full army record of my other grandfather, John
Elliot, was preserved, and with the aid of a book
written about his Battalion ‘Kitchener’s Pioneers’,
has enabled me to assemble a detailed story of his
military life, a summary of which follows.
John Elliott was born in 1883 in Bolton, where he
became a Post Office Telegraph Clerk. War broke
out on 4th August 1914, and John was an early
volunteer, travelling to London nine days later,
where he enlisted for a short service commitment
of three years with the Colours. He was posted
to the newly formed 5th Battalion of the
Northamptonshire Regiment, part of the First New
Army, Regimental Number 12217, and began his
service life at Shorncliffe Barracks, Folkestone.
A few months after that, several Battalions appear
fairly randomly to have been identified as
Pioneers, including the 5th. So, John an early
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

volunteer to fight also had to become a labourer
with pick and shovel. He later became a signaller
perhaps in recognition of skills acquired in his
Post Office years. The Pioneers were also a
fighting Unit, nicknamed ‘Kitchener’s Pioneers’ ,
the book making it possible to track John’s route
through the battles of WW1.
The Battalion shipped to France on 29th May
1915, but before that, John’s army record notes
two disciplinary offences. The first was quite
minor, as he was Confined to Barracks for two
days on 13th Sep 1914 for being absent from
tattoo at Shorncliffe until 10.20 p.m. (20 minutes
late). The second was far more significant in that
he arrived back at barracks in Aldershot 2 hours
and fifty minutes after tattoo on the night of 16th
May 2015 at 12.20 p.m. and was given three days
Confined to Barracks as punishment. What does
not appear in the record is that he married my
grandmother, Laura Hobday earlier that day in
London. Laura had grown up in Kennington, near
Ashford. The marriage was probably precipitated
by the Battalion’s posting to France two weeks
later with the British Expeditionary Force, where
he remained until September 1917, presumably
not seeing his wife again from his wedding date
until he went on leave then – or his daughter my
mother, conceived before he left!
In Belgium and France, John and the 5th
Battalion saw Service with the 12th Division. They
worked both as a fighting unit and also carrying
out land works such as trench digging. They were
initially based at the Yser Canal, digging trenches
on the Ypres Front in Belgium. Through August
they were working south of Ploegsteert, mainly
at night time, later laying a tramway for 37th
Brigade. In October, the Battalion was in the thick
of the Battle of Loos, with 12th Division. Whilst
under fire, they had to block captured
communication trenches and re-order front line
German trenches so they faced the German lines.
In 1916, they were engaged in dangerous
activities, mining and counter-mining along the
front line, attempting to blow up German front
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Continued from previous page
line German trenches so they faced the German
lines.
In 1916, they were engaged in dangerous
activities, mining and counter-mining along the
front line, attempting to blow up German front
lines, and stop their counter attacks, around the
Hohenzollern Redoubt. The Division was relieved
on 26th April, and spent the first week of May in
rest billets at Lillers. It was during this time, on 3rd
May 1916, when on active service in the field
John was found to have gambled and not
complied with an order (presumably forbidding
gambling), with four other soldiers and was
Confined to Barracks for 14 days.
In June, they were moved to the Somme, in
preparation for the great offensive of 1st July.
They were used in assault parties from 2nd July,
with Ovillers as the initial objective. The Battalion
was equipped both to fight and to prepare new
trenches in captured areas. On 27th July, after a
rest period they moved to Beaumont-Hamel, in
the new offensive towards Poziers. At one stage
they were under fire whilst making good damage
in trenches caused by shell-fire. By September,
members were supervising infantry working
parties south of Arras. A new attack in September
saw them again used as Assault Pioneers, being
required to dig new communication trenches for
the front line to the captured lines, two companies
being attached to each Brigade. They were at
Delville Wood on 7th October, but the attack
foundered under heavy machine gun fire. Further
assaults also failed. After the Somme offensive
ended, there was a period of relative calm for the
Battalion, although they were actively involved in
preparation for the spring offensive at Arras. The
battle began on 9 April, the Battalion again taking
up the role of assault pioneers. The initial assault
was successful and they were soon at work
consolidating a new line some 6000 yards
forward of the original front line. The Division was
relieved on 12th May, for a period of rest and
training.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

From 10th to 20th September 1917, John at last
returned to the U.K. on leave. Returning to
France, after routine work the Battalion was next
involved in the Battle of Cambrai, on several
occasions having to defend strongly following
German counter-attacks. The battalion was
eventually relieved on 5th December 1917,
having been officially credited with preventing the
enemy from breaking through at Gonnelieu and
in protecting batteries of artillery in the area.
The Battalion was in the region of Albert in March
1918, when the German mounted their major
Spring offensive. On 21st March 1918, John was
wounded by gas, but returned to duty on 23rd
March. The battalion was relieved on 28th March
and spent the next few months, on mainly routine
duties. On 30th June, they were again employed
as Assault-Pioneers, at the Bouzincourt Spur. In
July, John was appointed Lance Corporal
(unpaid) and from August, as the war became
more fluid, the Battalion found themselves used
far more as a fighting unit, as the Germans fell
back. On 19/20th September, the Battalion took
part in the Battle of Epehy, a very strong outpost
on the Hindenburg Line. 118 soldiers, ten per cent
of the full complement, were killed or wounded.
John was given his second period of home leave
from 22nd September to 14th October 1918.
After the armistice on 11th November, the
Battalion continued improving roads and John’s
name appeared in Divisional Orders on 9th
December 1918, having been awarded the
Military Medal and, according to a letter, had the
ribbon presented to him a few days later by the
Divisional General. There is no indication of the
reason for this award, although it would have
been for an act of gallantry, possibly in the Battle
of Epehy, the last time the Battalion was engaged
with the enemy.
John came back to England on 20th February
1919. He was demobilised on 21st February as
a Lance Corporal (unpaid) and issued with a
Certificate of Identity. This states that he was a
signaller, first class (one of the most hazardous
occupations – as snipers targeted signallers
Page 10
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Continued from previous page
running between lines). His Military History
Sheet states that he was transferred to Class Z
on 21st February, which may have been as some
type of reservist. Upon discharge his character
was assessed as good, on his Statement of
Services Sheet. Lance Corporal J Elliott, M.M.,
late of the Northamptonshire Regiment, was
issued with a Discharge Certificate on 20th
March 1919.
On 15th April, 1919, he was living in a small
cottage at Kennington, his wife’s family home,
from where he wrote to the Records Office
pointing out that no mention of his Military Medal
appeared on his Z21 (Certificate of Discharge to
the Reserve) and asking for it to be forwarded.
Possibly as a result,
Cap badge of the
the Award was
Northamptonshires
published in the
London Gazette of
23rd July 1919. In
May 1920, John was
awarded a 100%
conditional disability
pension
for
melancholia,
attributable to his war

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

Marching off to war

service. This was initially for three years,
backdated to 30th May 1919, when he received
27s 6d weekly, increasing to 40s 0d from 3rd
September 1919, to run until 22nd February
1921. I have no evidence as to whether it was
continued. By 1920, War Medals were being
issued and on 20th July, there is a receipt for the
British War Medal and the Victory Medal, one for
the 1914-15 Star being signed on 24th August
1920.
John never resumed full-time employment, and
when his medical condition became too severe,
he used to walk the ten miles to the Asylum at
Chartham where he was admitted for a short stay.
He was recorded as a laundry van man on his
death certificate, dying naturally of coronary
thrombosis
on
29th
December 1948, at Ulley
Cottage.
Whilst we should always
remember those who died in
the Great War, we should
never forget the many
thousands
of
other
casualties
like
my
grandfathers, who lived with
the scars of the conflict for
the remainder of their lives,
along with their families who
will also have suffered as a
consequence.
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3 Milton (St. Faith’s) Guides
rd

Live-in Care

We camped at Chigwell Row Guide Camp Site for a
week this summer. 27 of our Guides, YL’s and Rangers.
Our theme was ‘Fantastic Beasts and where to find
them.’
Guides slept and worked in Patrols, gaining camp skills,
doing camp duties: wood, water, cook, health and
camp. They worked for badges, went rafting. Every
Guide did 3 of the following: abseiling, doing archery,
crate stacking, climbing, Zorbing.
Plus some craft and wide games and campfires and
challenge night. Which was great fun: With a snail race
and the stuff ‘Niffler.’ Niffler is a small creature who
steals everything and anything! Each patrol had 30 secs
to hide as much as they could on one member of their
patrol. As it was an evening thing guides were in night
wear, so those in onesies, had plenty of room! We gave
them, bottle tops, balls rackets, to name a few. One
patrol had hidden 40 plus items on their Guide Niffler!
We went to Harry Potter World on the Wednesday.
Wearing our camp t shirt designed by 2 of our Guides,
and nobody mentioned copy right!
Betsey, Ruby and Ellie made their Guide promise at
campfire, in pyjamas!
We have a trophy that the patrol with the most points
win on the last day. Last year Otter was a new leader
with us. She said she had never seen Guides clean
Billies (large saucepans, black wood smoke) like our
Guides! They grab the biggest ones as they get more
points for those ones! All done 20 mins!
Camp is great fun the best part of Guiding. You can
watch the shy little guide grow in to a confident camper
and be happy to teach others, what they have leant.
Kathryn Lynch
Guide Leader

from £695 per week

Live-in Care enables anyone with care needs
to continue living in their own home with a
round-the-clock care worker.

01305 825 491 | www.liveincare.info
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Mayor, Mayoress, Councillors,
members of Merchant Navy,
RN, RE, MVS, PLA, pictured
after 11am MN service Anchor
Cove, Bawley Bay. There were
over 80 people at the service.
Below: RNLI before the
service began.

Early warning
The ANNUAL BAZAAR
IS BEING HELD at 10.30
SATURDAY 11
NOVEMBER
Watch the news sheet
for dates to bring in
items for the stalls

Harvest
Festival
services
8th October –
10am
– please bring gifts of
produce

4pm Festal
Evensong
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Quiz Night 18 October 2017
Tickets are £5 per person - drinks and food can be purchased from the bar.
We are looking for teams of up to 6 and space is limited so book your place
now!
Please contact Ewan Tuohy on 01474 320 007 or at
ewan.tuohy@ellenor.org

Old Prince of Orange, Gravesend, DA12 1NJ

Volu
nteers
needed.....
‘We always need volunteers… the
church runs because of the
generous service of volunteers.

If you have time and
enthusiasm to spare but
you are not sure where
your talents can be used,
Sue would be glad to meet
you for a cup of coffee and
to talk through possibilities.

Swans have been supplying top-quality kitchens and bathrooms at
best-value prices to customers throughout the south of England for 30
years. We specialise in top-of-the-range German kitchen units and work
tops, plus appliances. We will create the kitchen of your dreams, tailored
to your personal needs but at superstore prices.

Kitchen Collections
Modern, country or classic…whatever your preference in kitchens
you will find the perfect kitchen for your home.
From a small modern galley to a large traditional farm house
kitchen, you will find the ideal kitchen for your home in Swan’s
kitchen collection.
Once you have found the kitchen units for you, why not browse our
extensive selection of work tops, sinks and top-brand appliances.
Once you have chosen the elements for your dream kitchen click
here to contact Swans Kitchens for one of our designers to
prepare a personal quotation.

80 Parrock Road,
Gravesend, Kent
DA12 1QF

Email: swans@xln.co.uk

01474 569070

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FIRST STEPS
Is a service especially designed
for families with pre-school
children, although all children in
the family are welcome to come.
We meet in the church at
1.45pm
on
the
second
Wednesday in each month for a
short service and then to enjoy
a chat over a cup of tea.
We are finished in plenty of time
for parents to meet their other
children from
school.
Why not come along with your
children, you will be very
welcome.
Next date is Wednesday 11
October.

MAKE SOMEONE HAPPY…
Surely to MAKE SOMEONE HAPPY be it child or adult is something we would
all wish to do. This Christmas-yes I know it’s October, YOU can make someone
happy by making up a shoebox for Blythswood Care to deliver to people in
desperate need. How do you do this? One average size shoebox filled with very
basic items(e.g. soap, shampoo, small toys) would make someone very happy
indeed. Leaflets telling you exactly how to do this will be in church, with the
uniformed organisations, the pre-school and Semiquavers from 1st October.
Blythswood Care will ensure the boxes are delivered by Christmas. ACT nowyour filled shoeboxes must be in church for collection by Friday 3rd NOVEMBER.
PLEASE MAKE SOMEONE HAPPY THIS CHRISTMAS. If you need further
information look for the display in church or contact Veronica (01474 534857)
veronica@which.net. If you have any spare empty s shoeboxes people are often
looking for one to use. Thank you.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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SERVICE OF CELEBRATION AND
THANKSGIVING – BLACK HISTORY
MONTH
The Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic members of
All Saints Church, Perry Street have the pleasure
of inviting you to a service of celebration and
thanksgiving on 22 October 2017. The service will
start at 3pm and the theme for the service will be
‘One in Christ’.
We would like to invite the members of Christ
Church congregation to share in our service and
would especially welcome the Black and Minority
Ethnic members to represent their Ethnic Group.
We are also collating a list of prayers in different
native languages to be read as part of the service.
It would be helpful if any representative members
could advise us, in advance, of their native

language he or she speaks to help us with the
planning process and to avoid duplications.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, this is a time for us
to thank God together and to ask God’s direction
for our Church and communities.
We look forward to sharing our fellowship with you
as, being one in Christ, as we serve our Living
God. I look forward to receiving confirmation of
numbers who may be attending and also details of
different native languages so that we can
incorporate them into our act of worship. Please
would you write to me at the above address or use
my email which is
monrosa@hotmail.co.uk

Bathrooms, wet rooms, cloakrooms,
bathrooms to meet special needs.
Swans have been supplying top-quality bathrooms at best-value
prices to customers throughout the south of England for 30 years.
Why not visit our showrooms or telephone to arrange a personal
visit, to discuss your requirements, in your own home.

Email: swans@xln.co.uk

80 Parrock Road, Gravesend
Kent DA12 1QF
01474 569070
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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PILGRIM
COURSE
Thursday 12 and
Thursday 26
October
2pm at
43 Park Avenue
Gravesend
And
7.30pm at the
Vicarage
Everyone is
welcome to come
along to one
or all sessions

Gravesham Place Day Centre

COFFEE SHOP
10.00 - 15.00
Bath Street Gravesend

CAKE & COFFEE/TEA for just £1
All proceeds go to our amenity fund
We are open

FRIDAYS 13 OCTOBER & 10 NOVEMBER
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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A perfect gift for that
Holloween trick or
treater
ByDave Hall
A new resource to help with mission work leading
up to the eve of All Saints (Halloween) will be seen
for the first time at CRE 2017.
The Meaningful Treat Pack is suitable for light
parties, outreach events, schools or simply for
children who call at houses to trick or treat on 31st
October.
Inside each pack is a bag of Fairtrade chocolate
buttons and a poster with eight challenges including
a quiz, maze, word game, a call to buy Fairtrade, a
prayer suggestion, a national competition with a
prize – and a challenge to treat someone less well
off by donating to a children’s charity.
Produced by The Meaningful Chocolate Company,
creators of the Real Easter Egg, each box costs £30
(there are 30 packs per box – £1 per pack). If
ordered before September 30th, delivery is free.

‘Most people feel there has to be more to Halloween
than dressing kids up as serial killers or monsters,’
said Meaningful Chocolate’s David Marshall. ‘The
Meaningful Treat box is a way for adults to
challenge kids to look at the good in the world, give
to a charity and to enjoy some great Fairtrade
chocolate at the same time.
‘The word Halloween means “the night before All
Saints Day” – a time when we celebrate men of faith
who have gone before us. We also remember
friends and family members and celebrate good
triumphing over bad, light over darkness.’

MUSTARD SEED
Third Thursday of the month
In
Christ Church hall 2.30 – 4.00
We invite you to come and join us for tea, biscuits, cake and
conversation with occasional speakers and
quizzes.
Come and find out who we are and meet new
people. All ages welcome
Contact: Colin Parsonson: 01474 359713
Pam Kilby: 01474 332693
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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More and more people in the UK are struggling with
money and debt. 600,000 families are spending
more on repaying debts than on food. One in four
adults have less than £500 saved to cover an
emergency. Nearly 9 million adults are overindebted but only 1 in 6 are currently seeking help.
In 2016, churches and communities across the
country responded to the Archbishop of
Canterbury’s Mustard Seed Appeal to raise money
for those in financial distress. The money raised
totalled over £100k and led to the creation of the
Just Finance Foundation.
Now in its first year, the Just Finance Foundation
is looking to change the shape of finance in our
nation. The work will focus on helping people out
of financial crisis and building a new generation
who can manage money wisely.

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Mustard Seed
Appeal is returning in 2017 so that the Just Finance
Foundation can reach further across the country
and reach more people in financial distress. Could
you make a difference this harvest?
The Mustard Seed Appeal is asking churches to
share their harvest collection or host a small event
at harvest to raise money to build Archbishop
Justin’s vision for a fairer financial system.
This is a chance to bring about change, to make
finance fair for all. Find out how you can get
involved in the Mustard Seed Appeal and download
our free service resource featuring sermon notes,
prayers, and more.
Find out more at www.mustardseedappeal.org.uk

Can you help

With things for the
pre-school activities

We are short of buttons, corks and shells. The children love
playing with these and they are great for craft activities and for
sorting and counting, so if people can collect these again that
would be great. We are also collecting Active Kids vouchers from
Sainsbury's.
Thank you, Sue

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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What happens at Christ Church?
Sunday Services
08.00 am Holy Communion (said)
10.00 am Communion with crèche & God’s Gang
On the 2nd Sunday All-Age service
Evening Service - see inside magazine for details.
Weekday Services
Holy Communion (said)
Saturday 8 am.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 am.
Wednesday 10 am
Registered Charity no. 1130741

For further information
Contact
The Church Wardens

Friday

Office hours
6:30 pm until 7:30 pm

Regular activities and youth organisations
There are a wide variety of clubs for you:Daily
Christ Church Pre-school (2½ upwards)
Monday
Music Group; Brownies
Tuesday
Mothers Union (2nd Tuesday In church hall) Cubs
and Semiquavers
Wednesday Guides
First Steps (under 5’s and carers) 2nd Wednesday 1.45pm
Ifield Ladies (every third Wednesday)
Thursday
Beavers/Brownies; Choir Practice:
2.30 p.m. Mustard Seed (every third)
Friday
Rainbow Unit; Scouts; Parent and Toddler
Saturday
Working Party (9.30 a.m. every second)
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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CALENDAR OCTOBER 2017
Sunday

8

1
08.00 Service
10.00 Service

Monday

9

2
08.00 morning
prayer
BROWNIES

Tuesday

15

08.00 Service
10.00 Service
All age service
16.00 Evensong

08.00 morning
prayer
BROWNIES

10

3

08.00 Service
10.00 Service

16
08.00 morning
prayer
BROWNIES

17

22

29

08.00 Service
10.00 Service

23
08.00 morning
prayer
BROWNIES

24

08.00 Service
10.00 Service

30
08.00 morning
prayer
BROWNIES

31

07.00 Service
07.00 Service
07.00 Service
07.00 Service
07.00 Service
CUBS
CUBS
CUBS
CUBS
CUBS
18.15 Semiquavers 18.15 Semiquavers 18.15 Semiquavers 18.15 Semiquavers 18.15 Semiquavers
19.30 Mothers’
Uniion

Wednesday

4

11

10.00 Service
17.15 Evening
Prayer

Thursday

5

Friday

6

07.00 Service
BROWNIES
Choir Practice
Pilgrim
Course

13

13.15 Parent and
Toddlers
18.30 Office hours
SCOUTS

Saturday

10.00 Service
13.45 First Steps
17.15 Evening
Prayer

12

07.00 Service
BROWNIES
Choir Practice

7
08.00 Service

18

13.15 Parent and
Toddlers
18.30 Office hours
SCOUTS

14
08.00 Service
09.30 Work party

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

10.00 Service
17.15 Evening
Prayer

19
07.00 Service
BROWNIES
Choir Practice

20
13.15 Parent and
Toddlers
18.30 Office hours
SCOUTS

21
08.00 Service
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25
10.00 Service
17.15 Evening
Prayer

26
07.00 Service
BROWNIES
Choir Practice
Pilgrim
Course

27
13.15 Parent and
Toddlers
18.30 Office hours
SCOUTS

28
08.00 Service
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Fair trade biscuits and
organic cakes
Within our collection of fair trade biscuits and cakes, you will
be able to treat yourself to a range of delectable sweet and
savoury snacks. For those who have a sweet tooth, you
may be interested in our selection of cookies, including
double chocolate cookies and stem ginger cookies. If
savoury is more to your taste, our cheddar cheese
oaty biscuits or our pepper and poppy seed biscuits
may offer temptation.
All of our fair trade biscuits and fair trade cakes
are made from the finest, ethically sourced
ingredients available and are perfect for a small
R
dessert or snack. All products are suitable for vegetarians
…
O
S
and contain FairPalm oil.
F

R
O

D

ER

G
N
I

ES ES W
Fair trade and organic breakfast
O
PR PL cereal
N
P tradeMcereal,
At Traidcraft we sell only the finest qualityOfair
E made using only
A
L
T
fair trade ingredients from around the world. S
B is the perfect way to start the
S D cereal
Both healthy and ethical, our fair trade breakfast
A
Rlove our
IL GeoMuesli selection, such as Exotic
day. If you're a fan of muesli, then you A
will
A
C V
Fruit and Fruit and Nut.
S requireAa more convenient breakfast, Geobars offer the
For those who are on the go and or
A
perfect solution; compact fair M
trade cereal bars made from wholesome ingredients.
T
Organic and fair
IS trade
R
H
chocolate C
Chocolate may be easy on the tastebuds,
but its production is no easy task. Almost
ninety percent of cocoa that goes into this
delicious treat is grown on small farms in
developing countries, providing a livelihood
to over six million farmers. Despite offering
employment to many, there are few
benefits for cocoa farmers and many still
live in poverty.
Buying fair trade chocolate
ensures that the industry
is sustainable.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Please speak with
David Williams if there
is anything you would
like to purchase or for
more information
about what is
available
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