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Have you
watched the TV
news lately?
How difficult do you find it not to shed a tear for
those poor souls that are caught up in one or
another of the conflict zones around the world.
Homes being bombed, set alight, families being
split up, children taken hostage, and little or no
humanity shown by people who claim to be acting
for “religious” reasons and beliefs.
No medical facilities to treat what are major
injuries, in not just one country, but many of those
countries that find they are embroiled in idealistic
differences among the inhabitants of their country,
and inflamed by the so called developed world, as
the leaders of these want to gain influence and
advantage around the world.
Meanwhile, our broadcasters find that a few hours
waiting for a hospital bed, after being seen by an
emergency department nurse or doctor, and being
prescribed treatment for our ailments/illness but

then having to wait for a bed, is deserving of equal
or higher billing in the bulletin.
It is soon forgotten that those poor unfortunate and
downtrodden people in war torn nations are in
need of far greater help than many of our own
citizens.
The people of The United Kingdom are some of
the most generous that can be found anywhere in
the world, as can be seen from the amazing
amounts of donations raised during the year and
for the various Christmas appeals.
Many of the homeless in and around Gravesend
will have received some small amount of help from
the support agencies over the festive season, but
to ensure the help is sustained there is a need to
continue the generous support that our
congregation gives.
The FoodBank is just one of the ways that
support can be given to those in our area that
find they are in need, and this is much
appreciated by those that receive this help, but
when giving at home, it is also important to say
a prayer for those in even greater need
somewhere around the world.
Ed

WORKING PARTY
‘In order to save on expensive cleaning and maintenance, we hold a monthly
working party on a Saturday morning starting at 09.30.
Together we clean and tidy the church, do a bit of necessary DIY or gardening,
have a coffee and often some home-made goodies – and finish by about 11.30.
We are enormously grateful to the few loyal helpers who turn up month after
month – but we desperately need a few more.
Please consider putting the dates into your diary and coming along. All are
welcome – if you can do basic DIY please let us know in advance so that the
churchwardens can plan jobs in advance.
Working party is almost always on the second Saturday of each month…
NOTE the next one will be on 8 JANUARY at 9.30.
See you there,

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Pocahontas 400
commemoration
Please note the talks are free and will be held in St
George’s Church. However, booking is essential
via Gravesend Visitor Information Centre.

Saturday 4 February at
2.30pm
Professor Malcolm Gaskill

Pocahontas and the
Anglo-American World
Malcolm Gaskill is Professor of Early Modern History at the
University of East Anglia. He has recently published Between Two
Worlds: How the English Became Americans, a study of Anglo
American mentality and culture in the seventeenth century not so
much a history of early America, more a history of English people in
America.

COPY FOR FEBRUARY MAGAZINE
This is your magazine, and every effort is made to include items supplied by
you, our readers.
The one thing that would be most helpful, when submitting copy, is that you
e-mail this rather than put a typed sheet on the hook in church.
As I am not a touch typist, it takes considerable time to re-type any copy and
is open to me making errors.

Send copy to the address on page 2 by Thursday 19 January,
at the very latest, or speak to Mike Cubitt - 07840343831
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Christmas
Trees
December
2016

Centre: Ellenor Hospice
tree outside Christ
Church
Gravesham Christmas
tree festival, bottom left
our tree at Emmanuel
Baptist Church bottom
right at St Georges
Church

COFFEE ROTA 2017
1 Jan
8 Jan
15 Jan
22 Jan
29 Jan

Annie Southwick, Rosemary Austin, Anne Thrush
Sarah Bush, Kay Page, Susan Wilkins
Annie Southwick, Angela Kirby, Jenny Shoesmith
Annie Southwick, Lucy Hornby, Maxine Springet
Colin Parsonson, Linda Parsonson, Annie Southwick

Come in and enjoy a cup of tea or
coffee after the 10.00 o’clock
Sunday service

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Do you or a
member of your
family have any
interesting stories
from World War 1
As
part
of
the
national
commemorations of WW1 we are
looking to reproduce stories that
congregation members might like to
submit of their relatives, or local men,
who engaged in the conflict!
If you have a family story, perhaps with
a photograph of the person you are
writing about that you would like to be

considered for inclusion in an edition of
Christ Church magazine over the next
two years please let Sue Brewer or
Mike Cubitt know.
We are hoping to get enough copy to
enable a different story to be produced
in the magazine during the four year
anniversary period.
All photographs will be returned, but
please mark on the back your name
and address.

Swans have been supplying top-quality kitchens and bathrooms at
best-value prices to customers throughout the south of England for 30
years. We specialise in top-of-the-range German kitchen units and work
tops, plus appliances. We will create the kitchen of your dreams, tailored
to your personal needs but at superstore prices.

Kitchen Collections
Modern, country or classic…whatever your preference in kitchens
you will find the perfect kitchen for your home.
From a small modern galley to a large traditional farm house
kitchen, you will find the ideal kitchen for your home in Swan’s
kitchen collection.
Once you have found the kitchen units for you, why not browse our
extensive selection of work tops, sinks and top-brand appliances.
Once you have chosen the elements for your dream kitchen click
here to contact Swans Kitchens for one of our designers to
prepare a personal quotation.

80 Parrock Road,
Gravesend, Kent
DA12 1QF

Email: swans@xln.co.uk

01474 569070

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

Page 6

JANUARY 2017

Your monthly Christ
Church magazine
On the back page of this magazine you
can see the front pages of all of the 2016
editions.
If you missed one or more of these, you
can get to take a read of all of the back
editions that are available on the Christ
Church website.
As you will appreciate there is a
considerable cost associated with the
production of our monthly publication
which brings you up to date information of
“what’s on” for the forthcoming month.
We try to include photo features of events
that have happened in the weeks since
the last magazine.
It is not always easy to generate enough
copy to keep the pages filled to make
them of interest.
During 2016 the efforts of Peter Read
have allowed the inclusion of details of the
men that lost their lives in WW1 and
commemorated on the memorial that has
been reinstated in the Warrior Chapel.

This memorial stone is a copy of the one
lost/broken when the Church was moved
from Parrock Street to its Old Road East
site and found by Peter Shearan in the
church grounds who then started the
process of tracing the history behind the
memorial.
The articles regularly supplied by
Rosemary Austin who reports on the
activities of “First Steps” and who also,
along with some of the ladies of the
mothers’ union keep us informed of their
activities.
Our Priest, Jacquline Littlewood is the
main supplier of the many and varied
photos from the events at the church and
around the borough, that a many of our
congregation help with or attend.
The occasional pillage of the Church of
England news items all go to make each
edition a little more interesting.
All this leads to a wee reminder that if
you contribute an annual subscription/
donation for the twelve editions, then
January is a good time to renew.
Please pass your magazine donation to
one of our church wardens.

Can you help

With things for the
pre-school activities

We are short of buttons, corks and shells. The children love
playing with these and they are great for craft activities and for
sorting and counting, so if people can collect these again that
would be great. We are also collecting Active Kids vouchers from
Sainsbury's.
Thank you, Sue

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Fair trade biscuits and
organic cakes
Within our collection of fair trade biscuits and cakes, you will
be able to treat yourself to a range of delectable sweet and
savoury snacks. For those who have a sweet tooth, you
may be interested in our selection of cookies, including
double chocolate cookies and stem ginger cookies. If
savoury is more to your taste, our cheddar cheese
oaty biscuits or our pepper and poppy seed biscuits
may offer temptation.
All of our fair trade biscuits and fair trade cakes
are made from the finest, ethically sourced
ingredients available and are perfect for a small
dessert or snack. All products are suitable for vegetarians
and contain FairPalm oil.

Fair trade and organic breakfast cereal
At Traidcraft we sell only the finest quality fair trade cereal, made using only
fair trade ingredients from around the world.
Both healthy and ethical, our fair trade breakfast cereal is the perfect way to start the
day. If you're a fan of muesli, then you will love our GeoMuesli selection, such as Exotic
Fruit and Fruit and Nut.
For those who are on the go and or require a more convenient breakfast, Geobars offer the
perfect solution; compact fair trade cereal bars made from wholesome ingredients.

Organic and fair trade
chocolate
Chocolate may be easy on the tastebuds,
but its production is no easy task. Almost
ninety percent of cocoa that goes into this
delicious treat is grown on small farms in
developing countries, providing a livelihood
to over six million farmers. Despite offering
employment to many, there are few
benefits for cocoa farmers and many still
live in poverty.
Buying fair trade chocolate
ensures that the industry
is sustainable.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

Please speak with
David Williams if there
is anything you would
like to purchase or for
more information
about what is
available
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The Christian
liturgical year
The early development of the Christian liturgical
year coincided with the Roman Empire (east and
west), and later the Byzantine Empire, both of
which employed a taxation system labelled the
Indiction, the years for which began on September
1. This timing may account for the ancient church's
establishment of September 1 as the beginning of
the liturgical year, despite the official Roman New
Year's Day of January 1 in the Julian calendar,
because the indiction was the principal means for
counting years in the empires, apart from the
reigns of the Emperors. The September 1 date
prevailed throughout all of Christendom for many
centuries, until subsequent divisions eventually
produced revisions in some places.
After the sack of Rome in 410, communications
and travel between east and west deteriorated.
Liturgical developments in Rome and
Constantinople did not always match, although a
rigid adherence to form was never mandated in the
church. Nevertheless, the principal points of
development were maintained between east and
west. The Roman and Constantinopolitan liturgical
calendars remained compatible even after the
East-West Schism in 1054. Separations between
the Roman Catholic ecclesiastical year and
Eastern Orthodox liturgical calendar grew only
over several centuries' time.
During those intervening centuries, the Roman
Catholic ecclesiastic year was moved to the first
day of Advent, the Sunday nearest to St. Andrew's
Day (30 November). According to the Latin Rite of
the Catholic Church, the liturgical year begins at
16.00 hrs on the Saturday preceding the fourth
Sunday prior to 25 December (between November
26 and December 2). By the time of the
Reformation (early 16th century), the Roman
Catholic general calendar provided the initial basis
for the calendars for the liturgically-oriented
Protestants, including the Anglican and Lutheran
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

Churches, who inherited this observation of the
liturgical new year.
The present-day Eastern Orthodox liturgical
calendar is the virtual culmination of the ancient
eastern development cycle, though it includes later
additions based on subsequent history and lives of
saints. It still begins on 1 September, proceeding
annually into the Nativity of the Theotokos (8
September) and Exaltation of the Cross (14
September) to the celebration of Nativity of Christ
(Christmas), through his death and resurrection
(Pascha / Easter), to his Ascension and the
Dormition of the Theotokos ("falling asleep" of the
Virgin Mary, 15 August). (This last feast is known
in the Roman Catholic church as the Assumption.)
The dating of "1 September" is according to the
"new" (revised) Julian calendar or the "old"
(standard) Julian calendar, depending on which is
used by a particular Orthodox Church. Hence, it
may fall on 1 September on the civil calendar, or
on 14 September (between 1900 and 2099
inclusive).
The present-day Coptic Orthodox liturgical
calendar reflects the same fundamental ancient
structures, even though its early break from
Eastern Orthodoxy in 452 shows evidence of a
separate development. The Coptic calendar is
based on the ancient Egyptian calendar, which
Emperor Augustus reformed in 25 BC to keep it
forever in synch with the Julian calendar, but it is
not identical to the Julian calendar. The Coptic
liturgical new year, at the feast of Neyrouz,
synchronized with the Julian September 1 at a
different point from the Gregorian calendar, has
therefore a different degree of separation today.
Between 1900 and 2099, Neyrouz occurs on 11
September (Gregorian), with the exception of the
year before Gregorian leap years, when it occurs
on 12 September. (The Coptic year 1731 began in
September 2013.) The Ethiopian Orthodox new
year, Enkutatash, falls on the same date as
Neyrouz. The Ethiopian calendar year 2006 began
on 11 September 2013.
Source Wikapedia
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FIRST STEPS
14TH DECEMBER 2016
CHRISTMAS
We get up to a beautiful blue skied morning Our
naughty little sheep is so pleased because it’s our
First Steps service this afternoon and he’s always
a very happy sheep when the weather is good. Our
naughty little sheep, his friends and I walk up to
church later to get ready for our service and it is a
beautiful day. They love spotting twinkly Christmas
trees and other decorations and they are all very
excited and happy. When we get into church they
make themselves comfortable and Jan, Linda and
I do all the hard work. Our naughty little sheep and
the glittery dragon climb carefully up onto our special altar. Finally when everything’s ready we open
the church doors. Mum Emma and baby Abigail
and Mum Lisa and big boy Brennan are first in. It is
so lovely to see them as always. Others follow and
soon it is time for our service to begin.
Our naughty little sheep and his friends are excited
because we are going to hear the Christmas story.

We’ve borrowed the Church Christmas stable and
Linda has knitted a whole Nativity set to help us tell
the story, with the help of the children, of course!
When our candles are lit, including three of our
Advent candles, our story begins. Mary and Joseph
are making their way from Nazareth to Bethlehem
because of a census. It is a very inconvenient time
because Mary is expecting a baby at any minute.
To make matters worse Bethlehem is really crowded and they can’t find anywhere to stay. What a

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

worry because Mary has got a tummy ache and it
seems that the baby is on its way.
Finally a kind innkeeper takes pity on them. He
hasn’t got a spare room but he has got a stable in
his back yard. It’s the best that he can do. At least
they will have some shelter there. So Mary and
Joseph make themselves as comfortable as they
can and very soon baby Jesus is born. Mary and
Joseph don’t realise that on a hillside close by a
group of shepherds, watching over their sheep are
disturbed by a crowd of angels, bright against the
night sky, telling them that the most wonderful thing
has happened; God has come to earth. They must
hurry to the stable where they will find a new born
baby that is God Himself. Blinded by the dazzling
light they somehow make their way to the stable
and find the Holy Family. And they fall down and
worship this heavenly child.
Then yet more strangers arrive at the stable. Three
wise men who have come from a very long way
away, lead to this stable by the brightest of stars.
Another surprise for Mary and Joseph. This baby is
certainly causing lots of excitement. The wise men
have brought special gifts for a very special child;
gold, frankincense and myrrh. And they too fall
down on their knees and worship. God has indeed
come to earth.
We have sung about baby Jesus, a star and jingle
bells. Zak, Imogen, Brennan, Florence and Amber
have helped me to tell this wonderful story. Very
quietly we say our prayers, after all we don’t want
to wake baby Jesus, do we? We thank God for His
most precious gift to us in Jesus. Then it is time to
blow our all of the candles and make our way into
the hall. Mince pies are waiting for us; well it
wouldn’t be Christmas without mince pies, would
it? Out naughty little sheep and his friends tuck in
and then enjoy watching the children
play and the Mum’s chat. They have
loved hearing the Christmas story
once again. It is their favourite. We
hope that everyone will join us again
on 11th January when we will be
stepping into a brand New Year. And
we would like to wish everyone a very
happy and healthy 2017
God Bless
Rosemary Austin
Page 10
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ECHO SQUARE

All but one of
these photos
were taken before
our church was
moved to its
present site in
Old Road East

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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The
tragedy
of the
cherry
trees at
Christ
Church
After having taken advice from a number of experts, we are sorry to say
that some of the trees in the church gardens, including some at the front of
the church, were diseased and unsafe and have needed to be removed.
The experts were unanimous that there was no way of reviving these trees
and that removal was the only
option. A new tree has been
planted to replace those that have
been removed. Do have a chat
with Andy Nailor, Churchwarden, if
you want to know more about this.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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The tree surgery well under way shows
the extent of the rot and disease that
had infected the trees, both at the back
and the front of the church. Not only the
cherry trees, but the holy tree in the car
park also had to be removed.
Picture right shows two of the new
cherry trees planted as replacements

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Members of Christ Church congregation carol singing at St Georges Centre Gravesend to raise
money for Christian Aid and below a group of the usual suspects preparing the floral displays
that were placed on all of the columns in the church

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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A limited picture gallery from St Andrew’s
Day service on 30 November

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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CHRISTINGLE 2016

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Another good turn out for the first
service leading up to Christmas,
where the younger members of
the congregation and the parents
/ Grandparents / carers all come
together for Christingle.
The total collected for
Children’s Society was £402

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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the

GRAVESHAM FOOD BANK
Many thanks to those who support the food bank.
Below is a list of items required at the moment
Milk (UHT) Custard
Toothpaste Hot chocolate
Shampoo
Sweets/treats
Breakfast cereal (not porridge) Marmite
Fruit juice/squash
Toilet roll
Sponge pudding Deodorant
Tinned potatoes Laundry liquid/tablets
This list is only a few of the items that can help those less fortunate than ourselves,
any tinned or non-perishable items are most welcome

No prizes in this new feature, but give it a try
just for a bit of fun
S R O Q P C E R N D U O M WQ
A T J E WR P R F X M E I Q C

Start your year with a local
word search AROUND TOWN

T E M I R B OV T S QNNL R
N K MR C A H MD A D E O N I
O R R I Y F U R E ME C F Z V
HA K I K OF Q I NK HNP E
A MS G A R O L S T A T T P R
C Q Y A N T L WO N M D K V S
O T V L P G E WP I WQ E C I
P V R U J A E F DQK ONK D
P L T E E R T S HG I HT Y E
Q WB B T D E M A J F WP T U
C B B Z L E C HOS QUA R E
U Y L Z L N E I S H V D MU J
WM I H P S Y R A R B I L X L
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

Find the twelve words listed below in the
letter grid opposite.
CLOCK TOWER
ECHO SQUARE
FORT GARDENS
HIGH STREET
LIBRARY
MARKET
POCAHONTAS
PROMENADE
RIVERSIDE
THEATRE
TOWN SQUARE
WINDMILL
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Volu
nteers
needed.....
‘We always need volunteers… the
church runs because of the
generous service of volunteers.

If you have time and
enthusiasm to spare but
you are not sure where
your talents can be used,
Sue would be glad to meet
you for a cup of coffee and
to talk through possibilities.

BIBLE NOTES
Some people find it useful to have a set portion of the Bible to read each day.
The Bible Reading Fellowship have a booklet called “New Daylight” which sets out a
short Bible reading and explanatory notes. These booklets are priced at £4.30 (they
do go up each year) for a four month period.
If you would like to try one of these booklets please let Julie Hill know.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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HOLY BAPTISM
23rd October

6th November

20th November
4th December

17th December

Liam Issac Newcombe
Noah Herbert Willson Brisley
Aniyah Mel Sylvie Wakefield-Clare
Harrie Colin Hallett
Jacob Michael Batchelor
Ralphy Jeffrey Thomas Lett
Leo Darcy Mutepfa
Danny Andrew Weber
Amber Rose Doodney
Rosie Grace Loader
Josie Anna Maria Maude
Teddy John Arnold

HOLY MATRIMONY
5th November
Roy John Flower and Claire Louise Thorpe
BLESSING OF A CIVIL MARRIAGE
24th October
Bryan Terrence and Angela Marie Connolly
th
27 October
Boluwaji and Olufunmilola Ajayi
REST IN PEACE
22nd September
27th September
1st October
10th October
30th October
4th November

PILGRIM
COURSE

Josephine Best
Joan Georgina Tomkinson
Roy Brooker
David Fox
Vernon Kingsnorth
Yvette Peeling

Thursday 5 & 19 January
2pm at 43 Park Avenue Gravesend, and
7.30pm at the Vicarage
Everyone is welcome to come along to one
or all sessions

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Presents for Christmas

C

K
O ID S
R
N
ER

Some visitors came riding to Jerusalem. Bang! Bang! They knocked at the palace door.
“We’ve come to see the king,” they said, “the king who has just been born.”
King Herod was most upset. A new king? Instead of him? Never!
The men bowed low before him. “We have come from the east,” they said.
“We saw a bright new star, and followed it here. A new star for a new king –
a king for your people, the Jews. We have come so far to see him.
Please tell us where he is.”
King Herod was MOST upset. Who could this new king be?
Then he remembered something. He sent for his wise men.
“Long ago God promised to send a king” he said. Do you
know where that king will be born?”
“In Bethlehem, sire,” they answered. “So say the prophets of
old.”
King Herod wanted to find the new king. He wanted to kill
him! But he was much too cunning to say so.
“You must go to Bethlehem,” King Herod said to the visitors. “When you find the new king,
please let me know. I would like to see him too.”
That night they saw the star again, and followed it to Bethlehem.
It shone in the sky right over the place where Jesus was.
“At last, we have found the new king,” they said, as they Knelt
down before him.
Then out of their bags came the
presents they had brought him.
“My gift is gold,” said the first visitor. “
My gift is frankincense,” said
the second. “My gift is myrrh,” said the
third.
These gifts were costly presents for a king. Strange things to
give a baby!
King Herod waited and waited. But the men did not come back.
God had sent them home by another road. The king sent his soldiers to Bethlehem.
“Kill every boy under two years old,” he ordered them. “I will have no
new kings in my land…”
But Mary Joseph and Jesus were not there. God had sent an angel to
warn them.
“Hurry ! Hurry!” The angel said. “It’s not safe to stay here.” So they
got up in the night and went to a place where King Herod could not
hurt them. They did not go home to Nazareth until they heard that
King Herod was dead.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Closer…
is a one year experiential course
in
Christian Spirituality.
The course will offer both
exploration and experience of
the
depth of Christian Spirituality.
The participants will:
• Explore and develop their own
relationship with God.
• Try new ways of praying.
• Learn about different Christian
Spiritualities.
• Explore discernment and
decision making
Exploring Christian Spirituality

Closer…

5 Saturdays in 2017

Who is this who
calls me close?
Love calls Love!

Where?
65 Maidstone Road
Chatham
ME4 6DP
To book and for more
info contact:
Rev Canon Susanne
Carlsson
(Adviser for Spirituality in
Rochester Diocese)
susannecarlssons@hotm
ail.co.uk
07795167603

21 January 2017

Different Ways of Praying

29 April 2017

Different Ways of Praying

24 June 2017

Discernment and Decision
Making

9 September 2017

Different Spiritualities

2 December 2017

Deepening and Review

Cost? £15 per session
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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THE MUSTARD SEED
Since May 2012 the Mustard Seed has provided the opportunity for folk to
meet together, once a month, for informal and friendly chat over a cup of
tea and cake.
Occasionally we welcome a guest speaker. Now in our fourth year, we are
always pleased to welcome new members. If you would like to join us we
meet on the third Thursday of the month at 15.00 in the church hall.
If you haven’t been before then come and join us
For further information contact; Pam Kilby, or Colin Parsonson.

PEACE CANDLE IN REMEMBRANCE
OF THOSE THAT WENT BEFORE
You may well have seen the ‘Peace Candle’ that was used at the WW1
commemoration service on 4th August, 2014 now in the sanctuary. The
candle will remain in place throughout the 4 years of commemoration and will
be lit at each Sunday and Wednesday service, as a reminder to us all to pray
for peace in the many areas of conflict throughout the world. When you see
the candle, please remember to pray for those caught up in conflict.
The sign near to the candle
records the areas of conflict
most in our prayers at any
given time (though there are
other ‘hidden’ conflicts that
rarely
appear
on
our
televisions).
If you would like an area of the
world added to the list, please
speak to Revs Sue or
Jacqueline.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Exciting Youth Choir in
Gravesend

Join the

If you are aged between 7 and 17
and enjoy singing then come
along!
Ÿ Join a friendly group of singers

Youth
choir in Gravesend

Ÿ Learn great music of different
styles and

We meet weekly for

Ÿ Perform at concerts and
services

at Christ Church

For further information visit
www.christchurchgravesend.org.uk

Rehearsals
Tuesday evenings
6.15 pm to 7.30 pm

Ÿ Or call 01474 534517

Bathrooms, wet rooms, cloakrooms,
bathrooms to meet special needs.
Swans have been supplying top-quality bathrooms at best-value
prices to customers throughout the south of England for 30 years.
Why not visit our showrooms or telephone to arrange a personal
visit, to discuss your requirements, in your own home.

Email: swans@xln.co.uk

80 Parrock Road, Gravesend
Kent DA12 1QF
01474 569070
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Christ Church carol singers entertain an
appreciative audience at Nelson Court

Gravesham Mayor Councillor
Greta Goatley with members of
the Semiquavers at the concert
held in Christ Church

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FIRST STEPS
Is a service especially designed for families with pre-school children, although
all children in the family are welcome to come.
We meet in the church at 1.45 pm on the second Wednesday in each month
for a short service and then to enjoy a chat over a cup of tea.
We are finished in plenty of time for parents to meet their other children from
school.
Why not come along with your children, you will be very welcome.
Next date is Wednesday 11 January.

Alzheimers & Dementia
SUPPORT SERVICES
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Services, based in Northfleet is a local charity
for local people and here to offer help, advice and support to those living with
Dementia. We can offer help in a numbers of ways:v Day care,
v Befriending
v Support at Home/Support at Home plus/One to One Support
v Carers Support Groups
v 24 Helpline (0800 500 3014)
v Singing for Brain
v Dementia Cafes………. and so much more.
If you or someone you knows need help please contact us via our website,
www.alz-dem.org or by telephoning us on 01474 533990 or by writing to
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Support Services, The Basement, Dene Holm
House, Dene Holm Road, Northfleet, Kent DA11 8JY. Email: alz-dem.org.uk
As with most charities nowadays we also need volunteers to help us. We have
volunteer vacancies in all the above areas and of course in our fundraising
efforts. If you would like to support us by becoming a member or raising funds for
us, in sponsorship, holding an event, coffee morning or whatever you feel is
appropriate, please do let us know and contact us.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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What happens at Christ Church?
Sunday Services
08.00 am Holy Communion (said)
10.00 am Communion with crèche & God’s Gang
On the 2nd Sunday All-Age service
Evening Service - see inside magazine for details.
Weekday Services
Holy Communion (said)
Saturday 8 am.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 am.
Wednesday 10 am
Registered Charity no. 1130741

For further information
Contact
The Church Wardens

Friday

Office hours
6:30 pm until 7:30 pm

Regular activities and youth organisations
There are a wide variety of clubs for you:Daily
Christ Church Pre-school (2½ upwards)
Monday
Music Group; Brownies
Tuesday
Mothers Union (2nd Tuesday In church hall) Cubs
and Semiquavers
Wednesday Guides
First Steps (under 5’s and carers) 2nd Wednesday 1.45pm
Ifield Ladies (every third Wednesday)
Thursday
Beavers/Brownies; Choir Practice:
3.00 p.m. Mustard Seed (every third)
Friday
Rainbow Unit; Scouts; Parent and Toddler
Saturday
Working Party (9.30 a.m. every second)
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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CALENDAR JANUARY 2017
Sunday

8

1
08.00 Service
10.00 Service

Monday

15
08.00 Service
10.00 Service
All age service
16.00 Choral
Evensong

9

2

16
BROWNIES

Tuesday

10

3

22

08.00 Service
10.00 Service

29

08.00 Service
10.00 Service

30

23
BROWNIES

17

08.00 Service
10.00 Service

BROWNIES

BROWNIES

24

31

07.00 Service
07.00 Service
07.00 Service
07.00 Service
07.00 Service
CUBS
CUBS
CUBS
CUBS
18.15 Semiquavers 18.00 Semiquavers 18.15 Semiquavers 18.15 Semiquavers 18.15 Semiquavers
19.30 Mothers’
Union

Wednesday

4

11
10.00 Service
17.15 Evening
Prayer

Thursday

5

Friday

6

07.00 Service
BROWNIES
Choir Practice

13

18.30 Office hours

Saturday

10.00 Service
13.45 First Steps
17.15 Evening
Prayer

12

07.00 Service
14.00 and 19.00
Pilgrim course
Choir Practice

7

25

10.00 Service

10.00 Service

17.15 Evening
Prayer

17.15 Evening
Prayer

19
07.00 Service
Mustard Seed
14.00 and 19.00
Pilgrim course
BROWNIES
Choir Practice

20

26
07.00 Service
BROWNIES
Choir Practice

27

13.15 Parent and
13.15 Parent and 13.15 Parent and
Toddlers
Toddlers
Toddlers
16.30 Rainbow Unit 16.30 Rainbow Unit 16.30 Rainbow Unit
18.30 Office hours 18.30 Office hours 18.30 Office hours
SCOUTS
SCOUTS
SCOUTS

14
08.00 Service

18

08.00 Service
09.30 Work party

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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08.00 Service
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