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Shoe box appeal
“Red, green, gold, robins, greetings, stripes and
plain wrapping paper of every colour and design
the sight that greeted us when the doors of the
collecting van opened on Monday morning.
Blythswood Care had come to collect our
shoeboxes! Thanks to your generosity Christ
Church were able to swell the numbers by 60
wonderful boxes. We were also able to hand over
a number of donations towards the cost of
transporting the boxes and a box of miscellaneous
items to be added to incomplete boxes at the
depot- this year based in Snodland. The boxes that
were being collected on Monday were destined to
be part of a load travelling to Serbia for distribution

to orphanages and the elderly. On arrival at the
depot the boxes are checked for unsuitable items
and customs; a Christian story book, leaflets and
calendars added and containers packed for the
journey. If you were kind enough to provide a box
(some of you many more than one) you may like to
reflect on the pleasure you have given to someone
who would not have received anything this
Christmas. On behalf of Blythswood THANK YOU
for your time, effort and generosity. In preparation
for next year if you buy new shoes please keep the
boxes- you might even like to cover them in
advance!
Best
wishes for a Very
Happy Christmas
and a peaceful New
Year. Veronica

COFFEE ROTA 2016
27 Nov
04 Dec
11 Dec
18 Dec
25 Dec

Pauline Marks, Margot Edwards, Sheila Knight
Tim Mcarther, Bianca Mcarther, David/ Martin
Sarah Bush, Kay Page, Susan Wilkins
Jenny Shoesmith, Barbara Bunyan, Anne Thrush
Christmas Day

Come in and enjoy a cup of tea or
coffee after the 10.00 o’clock
Sunday service

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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MU
members get
To grips with
Learning to
craft Christmas
Cards and
baubles
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MOTHERS'
UNION
GET CRAFTY

refreshments
and we took our
items
home
ready to keep for
Christmas and
decide who we
would give our
cards to.

Tuesday 8 November 2016
We met in the church hall for an evening
of Christmas crafting. The meeting
started with prayers from Rosemary,
notices from Sheila and a welcome to
some of our new members who were
enrolled recently. Veronica explained we
had baubles to decorate and a card to
make. Veronica and others had supplied
a table full of craft items, card, glue, lots
of glitter, sequins, paint, ribbon, felt pens
and stickers. We unleashed our "inner
child" and had great fun making cards
and decorating baubles, some people
were working on the more the merrier
principle and others were more
minimalist. At least one person found her
bauble didn't bounce when dropped!
Afterwards we admired each others
creations and Jacqueline Littlewood took
a picture. The meeting ended with

Our next meeting will be our Christmas
meal at the Golf Club - further details from
Margot Edwards.
Our programme for 2017 is in preparation
and will be available shortly.

Anne concentrates on the task ahead

FIRST STEPS
Is a service especially designed for families with pre-school children, although
all children in the family are welcome to come.
We meet in the church at 1.45 pm on the second Wednesday in each month
for a short service and then to enjoy a chat over a cup of tea.
We are finished in plenty of time for parents to meet their other children from
school.
Why not come along with your children, you will be very welcome.
Next date is Wednesday 14 December.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Christingle
at Christ Church

Sunday 4 December at 16.00
Arrive at 15.30 for craft work in the hall a
magical start to Advent for all the family,
with oranges, sweets and candles

The meaning of Christingle: the orange represents the world
God created, and the sweets all the good things in God’s
creation. The candle represents Jesus, the light of the world,
and the red ribbon the love of Christ for his world

WORKING PARTY
‘In order to save on expensive cleaning and maintenance, we hold a monthly
working party on a Saturday morning starting at 09.30.
Together we clean and tidy the church, do a bit of necessary DIY or gardening,
have a coffee and often some home-made goodies – and finish by about 11.30.
We are enormously grateful to the few loyal helpers who turn up month after
month – but we desperately need a few more.
Please consider putting the dates into your diary and coming along. All are
welcome – if you can do basic DIY please let us know in advance so that the
churchwardens can plan jobs in advance.
Working party is almost always on the second Saturday of each month…
NOTE the next one will be on 10 December at 9.30.
See you there,

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Can you help someone that is less
fortunate than yourself
this Christmas?
Instead of opening a box or a chocolate treat this year
why not go the other way and put one item to one side
and make a food parcel that can be given to the
“FOODBANK” to be distributed to help a needy family
enjoy a treat over the festive season
CAN YOU TRANSFORM ONE
EMPTY BASKET SEEN HERE, TO
ONE THAT WOULD BRING
BENEFIT TO A NEEDY FAMILY
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Pocahontas 400
commemoration
Please note the talks are free and will be held in St
George’s Church. However, booking is essential
via Gravesend Visitor Information Centre.

Saturday 4 February at
2.30pm
Professor Malcolm Gaskill

Pocahontas and the
Anglo-American World
Malcolm Gaskill is Professor of Early Modern History at the
University of East Anglia. He has recently published Between Two
Worlds: How the English Became Americans, a study of Anglo
American mentality and culture in the seventeenth century not so
much a history of early America, more a history of English people in
America.

COPY FOR JANUARY MAGAZINE
This is your magazine, and every effort is made to include items supplied by
you, our readers.
The one thing that would be most helpful, when submitting copy, is that you
e-mail this rather than put a typed sheet on the hook in church.
As I am not a touch typist, it takes considerable time to re-type any copy and
is open to me making errors.

Send copy to the address on page 2 by Tuesday 20 December,
at the very latest, or speak to Mike Cubitt - 07840343831
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FIRST STEPS
9 NOVEMBER 2016
JESUS HEALS THE MAN WITH THE
POORLY LEGS

Our naughty little sheep is up in good time this
morning, to check on the weather as usual. It’s
a grey morning and it’s pouring with rain. Oh
no! It’s our First Steps service this afternoon
and he’s worried that no one will come along if
the weather is bad. It isn’t very nice, that’s for
sure! It’s very chilly when he, his friends and I
walk up to church in the afternoon. Luckily the
rain has stopped so that’s a plus. Soon Linda,
Jan and I are busy getting everything ready for
our service and our naughty little sheep and his
friends make themselves comfortable in their
usual places. Soon it’s time to open the church
doors and then we wait hopefully.
First in are new arrivals, Mum Vicky and little
girl Heidi. They’ve braved the cold, damp
weather to join us for the first time. Isn’t that
great! Others soon come along too and when
everyone is sitting comfortably with jingle bells
ready, we light the candles and our service
begins. Today we’re going to hear about Jesus
healing the man with poorly legs. It’s a sad
story but it does have a happy ending, thank
goodness! Jesus is very popular and lots and
lots of people want to see and hear him. And if
they’re poorly they want him to make them
better, too. One of these is a poor man who’s
legs don’t work properly. He has got friends that
love him very much and they want him to get
better. They’ve heard that Jesus is coming to
their town and they’re sure that he has the
answer if they can just get to see him. Four of
the man’s friends manage to get him onto a
special stretcher and then they carry him to the
house where Jesus is teaching. But there are
so many people there that they can’t even get
close to Jesus. So in a rather bold move they
somehow manage to carry the man, on his
stretcher, up onto the flat roof of the house. And
do you know what they do? Our naughty little
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

sheep and his friends are rather shocked to
hear this. The men carefully make a hole in the
roof, big enough to lower the man down on his
stretcher to where Jesus is standing. Jesus
must be surprised! However he immediately
knows what the problem is and he tells the man
to pick up his stretcher and walk home. Now
there is a surprise. And the man is able to do
just that. Jesus tells him that it is his faith that
has made him better. I bet his friends are
astonished and very pleased and relieved. Isn’t
it just amazing and wonderful?
What a great story! Everyone has listened
really well. We have sung about the people we
love, about our wonderful bodies and we have
thanked God for making us who we are and
giving us people to love. Aren’t we so lucky. We
say our prayers, very quietly and then we sing
“Happy Birthday” to dear little Abigail. She is
now a big girl of one. Brennan helps me to blow
out our candles and our service is over. Into the
hall we go for refreshments and some time for
fun and play and a chance to chat, too. Our
naughty little sheep and his friends have
decided to stay in the church for a bit. They’re
still talking about the story
that they have just heard.
They think that Jesus is
wonderful and amazing!
They do hope that
everyone will join us
again on 14 December
when we will be telling
the Christmas
story. It is the story of
God’s most precious gift
to us and we never get
tired of hearing it. And we
all
wish you a very Happy
Christmas and every blessing
in the year to come.
God Bless Rosemary
Austin
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Do you or
members of your
family
have any
interesting stories
from World War 1

If you have a family story, perhaps with
a photograph of the person you are
writing about that you would like to be
considered for inclusion in an edition of
Christ Church magazine over the next
three years please let Sue Brewer or
Mike Cubitt know.

As
part
of
the
national
commemorations of WW1 we are
looking to reproduce stories that
congregation members might like to
submit of their relatives, or local men,
who engaged in the conflict!

All photographs will be returned, but
please mark on the back your name
and address.

We are hoping to get enough copy to
enable a different story to be produced
in the magazine during the four year
anniversary period.

Swans have been supplying top-quality kitchens and bathrooms at
best-value prices to customers throughout the south of England for 30
years. We specialise in top-of-the-range German kitchen units and work
tops, plus appliances. We will create the kitchen of your dreams, tailored
to your personal needs but at superstore prices.

Kitchen Collections
Modern, country or classic…whatever your preference in kitchens
you will find the perfect kitchen for your home.
From a small modern galley to a large traditional farm house
kitchen, you will find the ideal kitchen for your home in Swan’s
kitchen collection.
Once you have found the kitchen units for you, why not browse our
extensive selection of work tops, sinks and top-brand appliances.
Once you have chosen the elements for your dream kitchen click
here to contact Swans Kitchens for one of our designers to
prepare a personal quotation.

80 Parrock Road,
Gravesend, Kent
DA12 1QF

Email: swans@xln.co.uk

01474 569070

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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The annual service to commemorate

St Andrew
will be held on

Wednesday, 30 November at 11.00 a.m.
in St Andrew's Mission Church/ArtsCentre,
Bawley Bay, Royal Pier Road Gravesend

CHRISTMAS EVE 16.00

CRIB SERVICE
– A Service especially for families.
Bring unwrapped presents for the children
at the women’s refuge

THE MUSTARD SEED
Since May 2012 the Mustard Seed has provided the opportunity for folk to
meet together, once a month, for informal and friendly chat over a cup of
tea and cake.
Occasionally we welcome a guest speaker. Now in our fourth year, we are
always pleased to welcome new members. If you would like to join us we
meet on the third Thursday of the month at 15.00 in the church hall.
If you haven’t been before then come and join us
For further information contact; Pam Kilby, or Colin Parsonson.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Experience
#JoyToTheWorld
this Christmas
Churches are a special place to be at
Christmas, with familiar carols, moments
of peace and reflection, time to celebrate
and party and a variety of ways to hear
the Christmas story. To help people
around the country experience joy to the
world
with
us
this
December,
www.AChristmasNearYou.org has been
launched. Thanks to the thousands of
Christmas services and events added to
the site people will be able to find the
nearest Christmas services to them,

including those singing wellknown carols,
offering mince pies and mulled wine,
services especially for children and many
more. There’s still time for you to add
your
Christmas
services
at
www.AChristmasNearYou.org/upload.
You can also help us to promote the
website with posters, social media
graphics and more:
www.AChristmasNearYou.org/resources
(available from 21st November) Over the
Christmas period, join us on social media
by tweeting photos and videos from your
services
and
events
using
the
#JoyToTheWorld hashtag!

Christmas Concert
Tuesday 13th December 2016 @6.30pm
Christ Church
Adults £3 Children Free
Call Gill for tickets 01474534517

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Advent calendars are a fantastic interactive way to
begin the countdown to Christmas. There are
several advent calendar designs to choose from
within the Traidcraft range, including the fair
trade Divine Chocolate advent calendar; each
of our calendars has been printed within the
United Kingdom. As an alternative way to
count down to the festive season
Traidcraft also offer an Advent Candle.
Sending a Christmas card to family and
friends can really show you care. The personal
touch of a hand written, hand delivered, Christmas
card surpasses many other seasonal gestures. Traidcraft's
extensive and diverse range of festive cards offer customers
everything they need to share a thoughtful seasonal gesture with family
members, neighbours and friends.
Nativity sets were first hand crafted in 1223 by St. Francis of Assisi, since then
Nativity sets have been a key focal point of
Christmas celebrations and perfect for
Christmas gifts.
Traidcraft have a fantastic array of Nativity
sets, each with unique characteristics
surrounding its crafting process. A large
amount of care and passion is put into each
Nativity piece, from the olive wood Nativity
set which was master crafted by Holyland
Handicrafts in Bethlehem to the wooden
Holy Family made by the hand of master craftsmen
in Jakarta.
Traidcraft offer a great selection of indulgent
hampers, including the choice of mixed gift
sets to large food hampers - each containing
organic fair trade produce.
Each fair trade Christmas hamper has been compiled
with great care and doubles up as a fantastic fair trade
Christmas gift for this festive season.
Please
speak with
David Williams if
there is anything you
would like to purchase or
for more information about
what is available
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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www.GraveshamSanctury.uk

email: Santuryoffice@Citypraisecentre.com

Office Tel: 01474 330099

Mobile: 07896 832228

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Sunday 4th December
from 3.30 p.m.

CHRISTINGLE
a magical start to Advent for all the
family, with craft
activities, oranges, sweets and candles
Saturday 3rd December 4.00p.m.

ELLENOR LIONS HOSPICES
LIGHTS OF LOVE
SERVICE
Friday 16th December
Meet 7pm in Church

COME AND SING!
Carol singing around residential homes
in the parish
Sunday 18th December 6.30 p.m.

A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND
CAROLS
Followed by mince pies and
mulled wine

CHRISTMAS EVE
4.00 p.m.

CRIB SERVICE

– A Service especially for
children.
Bring presents for the
children at the women’s
refuge Come dressed as animals,
angels, shepherds or
wise men

CHRISTMAS EVE 11.30 p.m.

MIDNIGHT MASS
CHRISTMAS DAY HOLY
COMMUNION
8.00 a.m. & 10.00 a.m.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Christ Church
Mothers’ Union,
has been one of the
thriving and
welcoming
organisations within
the church for many
years, on Sunday
30 October they
welcomed five new
members to their
numbers.

Rabbis & Priests
Social Action
Initiative
‘In Good Faith’, a new Christian Jewish
dialogue project, has been launched at
Lambeth Palace. This is a joint initiative
of the Archbishop of Canterbury and the
Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew
Congregations, Ephraim Mirvis. Modelled
on their own well rooted friendship, this
partnership programme will ensure
Priests and Rabbis based in close
geographical
proximity
will
be
encouraged to explore mutual concerns
and opportunities for shared action
together, initially for the next year. The
Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

and the Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis
explained their vision and hope for the
programme and its place within their
respective understandings of the role of
faith in society. Archbishop Justin said: “It
is in the everyday conversations, the
grassroots initiatives and the building of
local bridges between Christians and
Jews, our synagogues and churches, that
we will see real change and the hope for
a divided world and nation….. I am so
grateful to you for signalling hope when
the temptation is to succumb to worldweary cynicism, pessimism, defeatism
and even despair.” It is intended that this
launch day will be a catalyst for positive
dialogue relationships between pairs of
priests and rabbis who will continue the
day’s conversations on a smaller scale in
the weeks and months which follow.
Page 16
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Coffee Morning held in the church hall

Thank you to everyone who supported the Macmillan
Coffee Morning at the end of October. £356 was raised.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Pictures from around

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

Page 18

DECEMBER 2016

the Christmas Market

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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11.00 11 November 2016 Community
Square Gravesend where hundreds
came together to remember those
lives lost in conflict

Deputy Lieutenant
of Kent,
Dr B Vasudaven

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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A selection of pictures taken by Roger
Simmons at the Remembrance Service
at Windmill Gardens on Sunday 13
November 2016

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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A view from behind some of the near one
thousand people that joined the
Remembrance Service at Windmill Gardens.
Photos Jacqueline Littlewood

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Remembrance Day at the memorial at
Denton
Thank you to everyone at Christ
Church, their friends, Brownies and
Guides, St Pauls United Reformed
Church and the Sisters at West Malling
Abbey who knitted and crotchets 477
poppies which were taken to
Gravesham Council to be used along
with thousands more at Remembrance
services held at Community Square and
Windmill Hill Memorial Gardens. The
poppies are now on display in the
Gateway, Civic Centre.
Left and below a small selection from
the Bawley Bay Remembrance Service,
Sunday 13 November at 13.30

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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We are Christians
Against Poverty, are you?
Thank you so much to those of you who
attended our launch event on 23rd Oct. Things
have been busy since then and we have been
contacted by more people struggling with debt.
Today sees the implementation of the reduced
benefit cap. For folk in this area it means that
benefit will now be capped at £20,00PA.
I would ask that you pray for the front line staff
within the council working in Housing benefit and

those within Jobcentre. Many of these individuals
may be struggling with the reality of delivering this
change and supporting their affected clients to find
positive solutions. These workers and the personal
stress these changes make to them are often
forgotten.
I also ask that you pray for those affected by this
most recent change in welfare benefits as well as
those who have been and are being affected by
previous changes.
We had a very powerful visit last week with a family
in just this situation. As well as the debt support
offered by CAP we were able to go out there and
then and do a food shop, supporting the family in
a real and immediatate way. Most movingly, in a
situation most of us would consider desperate, the
client described their life as blessed and that they
felt held by God.
Another client last week said they felt as if a weight
had been lifted. They then twigged to the CAP logo
and said , yes just like that, I get it!.

I feel really privileged to be
able to do this work with the
wonderful befrienders. This
is
mission
in
our
community is only a reality
because of your finanical
pledges and it is sustained
by your prayers. Thanks
isn't enough, but thank you.
As Christmas is coming (!) I have a couple of ways
that you could further support the work of CAP and
those in need in our community.
If you don't send Christmas cards but make a one
off donation to a chartiy please consider this year
giving to CAP. caouk.org
If you do buy Christmas cards and struggle to find
a Christian card and wish to support CAP, please
visit www.cpo.org.co and go to their charity
Christmas card section. There are a range of
Christian Christmas cards available to buy in
packs of 10 from £3.50.
Finally, struggling with the choice of chocolate
Advent Calendars or wishing to maintain your
waistline until the big day? Why not consider a
reverse Advent Calendar? A what , I hear you say.
Take an empty box and each day as a family put
something in it, a tin a soup, a razor, bar of soap or
5 gold rings rings (!!). At the end of advent take
your "calendar" to your local food bank. NB Please
make sure the goods are in date and ideally have
a long shelf life.
Carey Laughland
Centre Manager - Gravesend
Christians Against Poverty

Volu
nteers
needed.....
‘We always need volunteers… the
church runs because of the
generous service of volunteers.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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If you have time and
enthusiasm to spare but
you are not sure where
your talents can be used,
Sue would be glad to meet
you for a cup of coffee and
to talk through possibilities.

DECEMBER 2016

Important notice
‘Services after Christmas’
Boxing day – no services
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 27 - 28 - 29 - 30 - 31
no services
Sunday 1st – 08.00 and 10.00 Holy Communion
January – back to normal.

BIBLE NOTES
Some people find it useful to have a set portion of the Bible to read each day.
The Bible Reading Fellowship have a booklet called “New Daylight” which sets out a
short Bible reading and explanatory notes. These booklets are priced at £4.30 (they
do go up each year) for a four month period.
If you would like to try one of these booklets please let Julie Hill know.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Closer…
is a one year experiential course
in
Christian Spirituality.
The course will offer both
exploration and experience of
the
depth of Christian Spirituality.
The participants will:
• Explore and develop their own
relationship with God.
• Try new ways of praying.
• Learn about different Christian
Spiritualities.
• Explore discernment and
decision making
Exploring Christian Spirituality

Closer…

5 Saturdays in 2017

Who is this who
calls me close?
Love calls Love!

Where?
65 Maidstone Road
Chatham
ME4 6DP
To book and for more
info contact:
Rev Canon Susanne
Carlsson
(Adviser for Spirituality in
Rochester Diocese)
susannecarlssons@hotm
ail.co.uk
07795167603

21 January 2017

Different Ways of Praying

29 April 2017

Different Ways of Praying

24 June 2017

Discernment and Decision
Making

9 September 2017

Different Spiritualities

2 December 2017

Deepening and Review

Cost? £15 per session
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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How to Pioneer
(even if you
haven’t a clue)
Small new Christian communities created
by pioneer ministers, both lay and
ordained, are popping up everywhere on housing estates, community centres,
schools and numerous other contexts
beyond the local church. A new, practical
guide for those involved in this ministry
was unveiled by Church House
Publishing in November by David Male,
National
Adviser
for
Pioneer
Development. In his Foreword to How to
Pioneer, Archbishop Justin describes it
as ‘a “can do” book, best put into the

hands of people who sense a desire to
respond to the call of God to re-imagine
things… deeply practical, deeply hopeful
and deeply involving.’ The book has also
been warmly welcomed by Rhiannon
King, Director of Mission, Diocese of
Birmingham, who calls it ‘a great and
timely book – short enough to be hugely
readable, long enough to be hugely
valuable.’
How to Pioneer (even if you haven’t a
clue) by David Male is available now from
www.chpublishing.co.uk
and
local
Christian bookshops priced £9.99.

PEACE CANDLE IN REMEMBRANCE
OF THOSE THAT WENT BEFORE
You may well have seen the ‘Peace Candle’ that was used at the WW1
commemoration service on 4th August, 2014 now in the sanctuary. The
candle will remain in place throughout the 4 years of commemoration and will
be lit at each Sunday and Wednesday service, as a reminder to us all to pray
for peace in the many areas of conflict throughout the world. When you see
the candle, please remember
to pray for those caught up in
conflict.
The sign near to the candle
records the areas of conflict
most in our prayers at any
given time (though there are
other ‘hidden’ conflicts that
rarely
appear
on
our
televisions). If you would like
an area of the world added to
the list, please speak to Revs
Sue or Jacqueline.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Gravesham Characters – Famous & Forgotten (illustrated talk)
Thursday 1st December 2016 7.30pm
Speaker: Christoph Bull
Begins 7.30pm
At: Coach & Horses public house, The Hill, Northfleet
Free event – no need to book, just turn up. Refreshments available in the bar.
Chalk Parish Folklore: things that go bump in the parish (illustrated talk)
On: Monday 5th December 2016 – at 6pm
At: Reliance Fish Restaurant, Queen Street, Gravesend
Speaker: Christoph Bull
Price = £14 includes talk and fish & chip supper.
Booking essential via Reliance Fish Restaurant on 01474 533593
Grim Gravesend Tour with refreshments
Guide: Christoph Bull (Local Historian)
On: Thursday 8th December 2016
Meet: On Community Square, outside Gravesham Civic Centre At: 6.30pm
Ending with Tea & Cake at Marie’s Tea Room, High Street, Gravesend
Cost: £4 per head
Booking essential via Emma Williams – emma.williams@gravesham.gov.uk.
Discover the less than pleasant Christmases (and lives) spent in the hidden areas of
Gravesend’s past
The market & Milton Backside Tour with festive refreshments
Guide: Christoph Bull (Local Historian)
On: Wednesday 14th December 2016
Meet: Outside Gravesend Market by Old Town Hall entrance, off High Street At: 11.30am
Cost: £4 per head
Booking essential via Emma Williams – emma.williams@gravesham.gov.uk.
Come and see the newly refurbished market and hear the stories about the centre of Gravesend – and discover what “Milton Backside” actually is. Seasonal refreshments come as part of the tour.

Winter Warmer walk – Swanscombe Marshes: discover the folklore,
industrial and Civil War history of this area
On Tuesday 27th December 2016
Meet; outside George & Dragon public house, Galley Hill, Swanscombe at 10am
Guide: Christoph Bull Free – donations welcomed.
Gravesend Historical Society walk – no need to book, just enjoy walking off the Christmas
excess.
Information: Christoph Bull 07702287147
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Exciting Youth Choir in
Gravesend

Join the

If you are aged between 7 and 17
and enjoy singing then come
along!
Ÿ Join a friendly group of singers

Youth
choir in Gravesend

Ÿ Learn great music of different
styles and

We meet weekly for

Ÿ Perform at concerts and
services

at Christ Church

For further information visit
www.christchurchgravesend.org.uk

Rehearsals
Tuesday evenings
6.15 pm to 7.30 pm

Ÿ Or call 01474 534517

Bathrooms, wet rooms, cloakrooms,
bathrooms to meet special needs.
Swans have been supplying top-quality bathrooms at best-value
prices to customers throughout the south of England for 30 years.
Why not visit our showrooms or telephone to arrange a personal
visit, to discuss your requirements, in your own home.

Email: swans@xln.co.uk

80 Parrock Road, Gravesend
Kent DA12 1QF
01474 569070
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Church of England
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Bishop of Manchester, Dr David Walker, is to be the
new Deputy Chair of the Church Commissioners’ Board of
Governors. The appointment was made by the Archbishop
of Canterbury who by arrangement appoints a deputy to
attend the meetings in his place. The appointment is
effective from 1 January 2017.
Bishop David replaces the Bishop of London, Dr Richard
Chartres, who is retiring from his bishopric in February and
who has served as a Commissioner since 1999.

Sir Andreas Whittam Smith, First Church Estates
Commissioner has announced his intention to step down
from his current role following 15 years’ service. The
decision will take effect at the next AGM of the Church
Commissioners scheduled for June 2017.
The First Commissioner is the Chairman of the Church
Commissioners’ Assets Committee, a statutory committee
responsible
for the strategic management of the Church
Commissioners’ £7 billion investment portfolio. A Crown
nomination, the First Commissioner is also a member of the
Church Commissioners’ Board of Governors, the General
Synod and the Archbishops’ Council.

Alzheimers & Dementia
SUPPORT SERVICES
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Services, based in Northfleet is a local charity
for local people and here to offer help, advice and support to those living with
Dementia. We can offer help in a numbers of ways:v Day care,
v Befriending
v Support at Home/Support at Home plus/One to One Support
v Carers Support Groups
v 24 Helpline (0800 500 3014)
v Singing for Brain
v Dementia Cafes………. and so much more.
If you or someone you knows need help please contact us via our website,
www.alz-dem.org or by telephoning us on 01474 533990 or by writing to
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Support Services, The Basement, Dene Holm
House, Dene Holm Road, Northfleet, Kent DA11 8JY. Email: alz-dem.org.uk
As with most charities nowadays we also need volunteers to help us. We have
volunteer vacancies in all the above areas and of course in our fundraising
efforts. If you would like to support us by becoming a member or raising funds for
us, in sponsorship, holding an event, coffee morning or whatever you feel is
appropriate, please do let us know and contact us.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

Page 31

DECEMBER 2016

December

Future
Events

Christmas Tree Festival 10th December 10 30 till
16.00 at St George's Church, Emmanuel Baptist
Church and the Blake Gallery in the Civic Centre.
Vote for your favourite tree by 14.00.
Christ Church will have a tree at St George's and
Emmanuel.
17th Carol singing in St George's Centre for
Christian Aid

PILGRIM
COURSE

Thursday 1 DECEMBER
2pm at 43 Park Avenue
Gravesend,
and 7.30pm at the Vicarage
Everyone is welcome to come
along to one or all sessions

GRAVESHAM FOOD BANK
Many thanks to those who support the food bank.
Below is a list of items required at the moment
Milk (UHT) Custard
Toothpaste Hot chocolate
Shampoo
Sweets/treats
Breakfast cereal (not porridge) Marmite
Fruit juice/squash
Toilet roll
Sponge pudding Deodorant
Tinned potatoes Laundry liquid/tablets
This list is only a few of the items that can help those less fortunate than ourselves,
any tinned or non-perishable items are most welcome
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Lest we

Pupils from Wrotham Road School
and St John’s School worked on
producing memorial displays
during their learning of both World
War 1 and World War 2

Forget

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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What happens at Christ Church?
Sunday Services
08.00 am Holy Communion (said)
10.00 am Communion with crèche & God’s Gang
On the 2nd Sunday All-Age service
Evening Service - see inside magazine for details.
Weekday Services
Holy Communion (said)
Saturday 8 am.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 am.
Wednesday 10 am
Registered Charity no. 1130741

For further information
Contact
The Church Wardens

Friday

Office hours
6:30 pm until 7:30 pm

Regular activities and youth organisations
There are a wide variety of clubs for you:Daily
Christ Church Pre-school (2½ upwards)
Monday
Music Group; Brownies
Tuesday
Mothers Union (2nd Tuesday In church hall) Cubs
and Semiquavers
Wednesday Guides
First Steps (under 5’s and carers) 2nd Wednesday 1.45pm
Ifield Ladies (every third Wednesday)
Thursday
Beavers/Brownies; Choir Practice:
3.00 p.m. Mustard Seed (every third)
Friday
Rainbow Unit; Scouts; Parent and Toddler
Saturday
Working Party (9.30 a.m. every second)
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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CALENDAR DECEMBER 2016
Sunday

1 JANUARY
08.00 Service
10.00 Service

4

11

08.00 Service
10.00 Service
16.00 Christingle

12

5

Monday

6

25

08.00 Service
10.00 Service
18.30 Service of
lessons and Carols

13

BROWNIES

20

7

14

10.00 Service
13.45 First Steps
17.15 Evening
Prayer

Thursday

1

8

07.00 Service
Pilgrim Course
14.30 and 19.30
BROWNIES
Choir Practice

Friday

Saturday

07.00 Service
BROWNIES
Choir Practice

21
10.00 Service

17.15 Evening
Prayer

17.15 Evening
Prayer

07.00 Service
Mustard Seed
BROWNIES
Choir Practice

07.00 Service

9

13.15 Parent and 13.15 Parent and
Toddlers
Toddlers
18.30 Office hours
16.30 Rainbow Unit 16.30 Rainbow Unit
18.30 Office hours Parish Carol Singing
SCOUTS
SCOUTS

10
08.00 Service

16.00 Ellenor Lions
Carol Service

08.00 Service
09.30 Work party

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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NO SERVICES

Choir Practice

13.15 Parent and
Toddlers
16.30 Rainbow Unit
18.30 Office hours
SCOUTS

3

NO SERVICES

29

22

2

16

NO SERVICES

28

10.00 Service

15

NO SERVICES

27

07.00 Service
07.00 Service
07.00 Service
CUBS
CUBS
CUBS
18.00 Semiquavers 18.15 Semiquavers 18.15 Semiquavers
Christmas Concert
19.30 Mothers’
Union Meal out

Wednesday

08.00 Service
10.00 Service
With Carols

26

19
BROWNIES

BROWNIES

Tuesday

18

08.00 Service
10.00 Service
All age service

23

30

24

NO SERVICES

31

08.00 Service
16.00 Crib Service
23.30 Midnight
Mass

NO SERVICES
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