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Karen’s
Ordination
On Saturday 1 October, at 10.30 during a
special service in Rochester Cathedral,
our Assistant Curate, Karren Seggie, will
be ordained Priest.
It would be nice to see as many members
of our congregation there to support
Karen at this time.
Admission to the service will be by ticket
only and if you wish to attend please put
your name on the list at the back of the
church.
If you require a lift to Rochester or can
offer one for somebody please indicate
by your name on the list.

Gravesend Group, followed by a shared
lunch.

Shared lunch

Christ Church members will be providing
the savoury finger food for the lunch while
the sweets, etc., will be provided by the
other group churches

To celebrate Karen’s achievement there
will be a joint service at Christ Church
with all the churches in the East

Please sign the list at the back of the
church if you can contribute in any way.

COFFEE ROTA 2016
02 Oct
09 Oct
16 Oct
23 Oct
30 Oct

Jill, Annie, Rosemary
Sarah Bush, Kay Page, Susan Wilkins
Lucy Hornby, Maxine, Marg Elali
Rita Smith, Jean Stoddart, Annie
Colin Parsonson, Linda Parsonson, Jill

Come in and enjoy a cup of tea or
coffee after the 10.00 o’clock

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Blythswood Care
Shoebox Appeal
2016
Hope at Christmas - your gift to someone this Christmas.
Yes it is still October and Christmas seems a long time away, but to give hope
through the Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal you need to ACT NOW!
A bar of soap, a pair of socks, a packet of sweets, practical gifts that bring joy,
comfort and dignity to people in need. A box full of simple but useful gifts shows
someone cares for people on the margins of society in Albania, Bulgaria,
Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Pakistan, Romania, Serbia and Ukraine.
Please support the 2016 appeal, by making up a box as a family, with friends,
as a group or by yourself.
PLEASE TAKE A LEAFLET TO SEE HOW TO JOIN IN - don’t just leave it to
others. The leaflets will be available in church from 1 October - so spread the
word and help deliver HOPE this Christmas.
Thank you from Veronica (01474534857)

WORKING PARTY
‘In order to save on expensive cleaning and maintenance, we hold a monthly
working party on a Saturday morning starting at 09.30.
Together we clean and tidy the church, do a bit of necessary DIY or gardening,
have a coffee and often some home-made goodies – and finish by about 11.30.
We are enormously grateful to the few loyal helpers who turn up month after
month – but we desperately need a few more.
Please consider putting the dates into your diary and coming along. All are
welcome – if you can do basic DIY please let us know in advance so that the
churchwardens can plan jobs in advance.
Working party is almost always on the second Saturday of each month…
NOTE the next one will be on 8 October at 9.30.
See you there,

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Alzheimers & Dementia
SUPPORT SERVICES
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Services, based in Northfleet is a local charity
for local people and here to offer help, advice and support to those living with
Dementia. We can offer help in a numbers of ways:v Day care,
v Befriending
v Support at Home/Support at Home plus/One to One Support
v Carers Support Groups
v 24 Helpline (0800 500 3014)
v Singing for Brain
v Dementia Cafes………. and so much more.
If you or someone you knows need help please contact us via our website,
www.alz-dem.org or by telephoning us on 01474 533990 or by writing to
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Support Services, The Basement, Dene Holm
House, Dene Holm Road, Northfleet, Kent DA11 8JY. Email: alz-dem.org.uk
As with most charities nowadays we also need volunteers to help us. We have
volunteer vacancies in all the above areas and of course in our fundraising
efforts. If you would like to support us by becoming a member or raising funds for
us, in sponsorship, holding an event, coffee morning or whatever you feel is
appropriate, please do let us know and contact us.

FIRST STEPS
Is a service especially designed for families with pre-school children, although
all children in the family are welcome to come.
We meet in the church at 1.45 pm on the second Wednesday in each month
for a short service and then to enjoy a chat over a cup of tea.
We are finished in plenty of time for parents to meet their other children from
school.
Why not come along with your children, you will be very welcome.
Next date is Wednesday 12 October.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Pictures from the wreath
laying and remembrance of
seamen on Merchant Navy
Day at Bawley Bay,
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Pocahontas 400
commemoration
Please note the talks are free and will be held in St
George’s Church. However, booking is essential
via Gravesend Visitor Information Centre.

Saturday 15th October at
2.30pm
Jean Stone – The American
Spirit in the English Garden
Exploration of the New World offered far reaching possibilities for the
acquisition of new plants. English gardens and landscapes were
transformed by an influx of American roots and through the past three
centuries gardens have displayed important links with the United States
of America, including memorial gardens associated with wellremembered Americans such as Princess Pocahontas.
Reflecting social history and a love of gardening, Jean Stone brings
together the story of the first influx of American plant species and an
important collection of gardens influenced and/or created by Americans.

COPY FOR NOVEMBER MAGAZINE
This is your magazine, and every effort is made to include items supplied by
you, our readers.
The one thing that would be most helpful, when submitting copy, is that you
e-mail this rather than put a typed sheet on the hook in church.
As I am not a touch typist, it takes considerable time to re-type any copy and
is open to me making errors.

Send copy to the address on page 2 by Monday 24 October, at
the very latest, or speak to Mike Cubitt - 07840343831
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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CHRIST CHURCH
MOTHERS’
UNION
13 SEPTEMBER
2016

Our Mothers’ Union
met this evening in the
church hall. We began
with prayers led by Margot Edwards, followed by a
talk given by Rosemary Austin, one of our
members. The subject of the talk was Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, a German Protestant Theologian. He
had been a member of the German Resistance
and had been involved in plotting to over throw
Hitler, whom he considered to be the Anti-Christ. It
went against all his Christian principals but he felt
that he had no choice and it cost him his life. After
three years in prison, he was hanged in
Flossenberg Death Camp on the 9th April 1944,
aged 39. Not much more than three weeks later,
Hitler was dead by his own hand and the war was
over.
Some in the audience knew a bit about Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, others didn’t really know anything at
all. Everybody learned a good deal. His is a very
moving story and the talk showed how his life and
thoughts were intimately bound up and influenced
by the terrible times through which he lived. His
words should be a source of inspiration for us
today. For example, at a confirmation in about
1932 he preached that “God Himself has become

PILGRIM
COURSE
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

our brother in Christ
Jesus, in order that we
might see Him behind
every brother.” And “the
God that blesses you
will never leave you.”
They are words to
support us through our
dark times, and he
certainly lived through
dark times himself.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer is
rightly considered a
martyr for his faith,
standing against the Dietrich Bonhoeffer
monstrous evil of Nazism and he is
commemorated in the Martyrs’ Chapel in
Canterbury Cathedral.
The Church in Germany wasn’t shown in a very
good light and the whole topic provoked quite a lot
of discussion afterwards as we wondered how we
would react in such a situation. It’s scary to think
about it, isn’t it.? As our discussions continued we
were able to sustain ourselves with cookies,
chocolate finger biscuits and hot sausage rolls as
well as tea and coffee. Don’t we members of Christ
Church Mothers’ Union have just such a good
time? We will be meeting again on 11th October for
a Film Night. We haven’t chosen the film yet, but it
will be great! You don’t have to be a member of the
Mothers’ Union to join us, everyone is welcome.
There could be popcorn!

Thursday 6 and 20 October
2pm at 43 Park Avenue
Gravesend,
and 7.30pm at the Vicarage
Everyone is welcome to come
along to one or all sessions
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FIRST STEPS
14TH SEPTEMBER 2016
THE PRODIGAL SON
Another beautiful hot sunny day and our
naughty little sheep is so pleased and excited.
It’s our First Steps service today and the
weather is set fair. Hooray! When he, his
friends and I walk up to church later, it is just
glorious. Clear blue skies, bright sunshine and
a little breeze. It is pleasantly cool in church and
they make themselves comfortable while Jan
helps me set up. Linda is busy in the hall and
Anne comes in to play the piano. We are such
a great team! When our naughty little sheep
and the glittery dragon are ready on our little
altar, careful not to get too near to the candles,
we open the doors. First in today are Grandma
Barbara and Cecily. It was Cecily’s fourth
birthday on Saturday. Others quickly follow and
soon we have our usual lovely, lively crowd.
When everyone is sitting comfortably with their
jingle bells, our service begins. We’ve got two
birthday candles to light for Cecily and Zak,
who is four, too. Three of our children, Oliver,
Baxter and Joseph are going to big school, so
they won’t be coming to First Steps next time.
We light special candles for them, too. Our
naughty little sheep looks a bit sad. We will
miss them, but we’re sure that they’ll have a
great time at school.
Today we’re remembering Jesus’ story about
the Prodigal Son. Prodigal is a funny word, isn’t
it? The story is about a rich man who has two
sons. The older one is very good and hard
working, but the younger one is spoilt and
selfish. He asks his dad to give him the money
that he would inherit when his dad dies. He
wants to enjoy it now and not have to wait for it.
His dad loves this younger son very much
indeed and doesn’t want to disappoint him, so
he agrees. The young man is given the money
and he off he goes. And he has such a fun time
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

spending it all. He goes to all kinds of great
places and makes lots of friends who are happy
to help him spend his money. When it’s all
gone, so are his friends. He can’t even afford to
buy food and he doesn’t know where to turn.
Then he remembers his dad. He knows that his
dad‘s servants are all well fed, so he decides to
go back and throw himself on his dad’s mercy.
He offers to work as a servant but his dad
welcomes him with open arms, telling all his
friends and neighbours that his son who had
gone away, has returned. He even throws a big
party to celebrate. Wow! God is like that with
us. Even if we have strayed from His path and
forgotten Him, when eventually we come to
realise our need for Him, he will never turn us
away. He always loves us and will always
forgive us. It is a great story that is full of hope
for us.
We have sung songs about God’s love for us,
about Jesus our friend and about our wonderful
world. There has been lots of lovely jingling,
though everyone is very quiet for our prayers.
Then it’s time for the children to blow out their
special candles and our service is over. Out
into the hall we go, for refreshments, for play
and for a chat. Out into the garden, too in the
beautiful sunshine. Fun in the sand pit is always
a favourite. Our naught little
sheep and the glittery dragon
love watching the children but
their friends have decided to
stay in church in the cool for
a bit. They’ll catch up with
us later.
As always we’ve all had a
lovely time together and we
hope that everyone will join
us for our next First Steps
service on 12th October.
Autumn really will be with us
then.
God Bless Rosemary
Austin
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Do you or
members of your
family
have any
interesting stories
from World War 1

If you have a family story, perhaps with
a photograph of the person you are
writing about that you would like to be
considered for inclusion in an edition of
Christ Church magazine over the next
three years please let Sue Brewer or
Mike Cubitt know.

As
part
of
the
national
commemorations of WW1 we are
looking to reproduce stories that
congregation members might like to
submit of their relatives, or local men,
who engaged in the conflict!

All photographs will be returned, but
please mark on the back your name
and address.

We are hoping to get enough copy to
enable a different story to be produced
in the magazine during the four year
anniversary period.

Swans have been supplying top-quality kitchens and bathrooms at
best-value prices to customers throughout the south of England for 30
years. We specialise in top-of-the-range German kitchen units and work
tops, plus appliances. We will create the kitchen of your dreams, tailored
to your personal needs but at superstore prices.

Kitchen Collections
Modern, country or classic…whatever your preference in kitchens
you will find the perfect kitchen for your home.
From a small modern galley to a large traditional farm house
kitchen, you will find the ideal kitchen for your home in Swan’s
kitchen collection.
Once you have found the kitchen units for you, why not browse our
extensive selection of work tops, sinks and top-brand appliances.
Once you have chosen the elements for your dream kitchen click
here to contact Swans Kitchens for one of our designers to
prepare a personal quotation.

80 Parrock Road,
Gravesend, Kent
DA12 1QF

Email: swans@xln.co.uk

01474 569070

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN A MINISTRY TO
THE SICK?
Darent Valley Hospital Chaplaincy is looking for more volunteers to join
its Multi-Faith team to visit patients on the wards.
You will need to be warm, non-judgemental, willing to learn, sensitive
enough to listen but strong enough to cope.
The commitment is for one morning a week. Full training, support and
supervision will be given. The closing date for applications is 3rd
October 2016.
For full details email the Revd Martin.Kelly@dvh.nhs.uk
with your contact details or phone him on 01322 428100
extension 4640 for a discussion and to arrange an
informal visit.

THE MUSTARD SEED
THE Mustard Seed aims to provide an informal and friendly tea at 3.00 pm
on the third Thursday of every month in Christ Church hall.
It is a venture that offers the opportunity to meet new friends and reminisce
about old times.
The Mustard Seed, as the parable says (Mark4; 3-32) is very small - like
dust - but has the potential to develop into one of the largest plants.
Please join us as we plant the Mustard Seed and assist to make it flourish.
Who knows what may happen!
The Mustard Seed is in its third year now, and the next gathering will be on
Thursday 20 October. You are so welcome.
For further details please contact any member of the pastoral care
team. Pastoral assistants Pam Kilby, Colin Parsonson, Jasmine
Humphries.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Christ Church 200 Club
The 200 Club is a means of raising money for the Christ Church
General Fund, which supports the Ministry and Mission of the
church and Good Causes as agreed by the PCC, whilst at the
same time giving members the opportunity of a small ‘flutter’ and
the chance to win some money.
Membership costs £30 per year. Fifty percent of all monthly
donations are given over to the Christ Church General Fund with
the remainder being returned to the membership in prize money.
The draw is made on the fourth Sunday of every month in the hall
after the morning service.
Payment can be made by an annual sum of £30, a quarterly
payment of £7.50 or a monthly payment of £2.50, the latter two
by bankers order. Cheques should be made payable to Christ
Church PCC No 3 account.
Join by contacting John Thrush, in church, and completing an
application form. If you are not sure who John is, ask one of the
sides people and they will point you in the right direction.
Winning chances are only limited by the amount of numbers you
purchase, the more you have the better your chance of winning.
Worthwhile it certainly is, since its inception the 200 Club has
donated over £40,000 to Christ Church to support its Ministry and
Good Causes.
Are you a member?
Why not think seriously about joining and helping your church
Contact
JOHN THRUSH
200 Club Secretary
Christ Church

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Deanery Choirs
Festival
6pm Sunday 9 October
at Christ Church
The choirs of all the churches of the
Deanery will be uniting at Christ
Church on 9th October for a Festal
Evensong service with anthems and
special settings of the music, please
be there for this celebration of music
in worship.

Coffee
Morning
in Christ Church hall
on Wednesday 26th October
10 30am - 11 45am.
Refreshments, Raffle, Bring and Buy

CAP Debt Advice Centre
The official launch of the CAP Debt
Advice Centre, which is a project
supported by all local churches
including Christ Church, will take
place at a service at

Holy Family Church, Palmer
Avenue at 6.30pm on Sunday
23rd October.
The preacher will be Ruth Millard,
Centre Manager of Medway CAP
Debt Centre. All welcome. Please
come along to support Carey and
her team of befrienders and
supporters, and come to celebrate
God’s goodness in providing all that
is needed to open the centre… and
to pray for all that God is going to
achieve through it

Have you had a look on the
Traidcraft table recently?

We have some new items for sale. You might see
something that takes your fancy.

If there is something you would like to try but is not
on the table have a word with David Williams

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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The churches in Gravesend Deanery are
commemorating the Centenary of the Great War,
each participating church having been given a date
for their own individual effort and all to be based on
the theme of Peace and Reconciliation. Christ
Church was allocated the weekend of the 17 - 18
September 2016, a time when, one hundred years
before, the battle of the Somme was still raging and
tanks were about to appear for the first time.
A small committee was set up to plan what form our
commemoration should take. We met for the first
time on 4 June 2015 and set out an outline
programme which, amazingly, was realised,
virtually unchanged, more than a year later over our
allotted weekend.
We were very fortunate in having a ready-made
focus for our weekend. Some four years ago while
digging in the Pleasance, John Thrush unearthed
an unprepossessing slab of stone. It had obviously
contained inscriptions but nothing was legible and
one corner was broken off. Some detective work on
the part of Peter Shearan identified it as the war
memorial plaque from the original Christ Church,
apparently lost when the church was dismantled
and rebuilt on its present site in the 1930s. By a
stroke of great good fortune Peter, during his earlier
researches into our church’s history, had obtained
a list of the names originally commemorated.
Further research came up with contemporary
newspaper accounts of a service in 1922 when the
original memorial and Warriors Chapel were
consecrated by the then Bishop of Rochester. From
our very first meeting it was clear that
commissioning a replacement plaque to be
consecrated by the Bishop of Rochester at the
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

Eucharist service on 18 September should be the
focus of our commemoration.
So to the weekend itself. The concert on the
evening of 17 September was, by general
consensus, a tremendous success. The
programme featured our own Semi-Quavers, under
the direction of Helen Osborne and Debbie Carter,
songs by Leanne Jones, organ music from Malcolm
Munro and the band of the Salvation Army, truly
something for all tastes and with the opportunity,
gladly taken up, for considerable audience
participation.
Our Sunday service, led by the Bishop of
Rochester, was, but obviously from a different
perspective, also a great success. Thanks to Peter
Shearan’s research we had been able to include
significant elements of the original 1922 service,
including hymns and an anthem. Our Deputy
Lieutenant and Borough Mayor attended as did
standard bearers and representatives from a
number of service and other organisations.
Importantly, family members of some of those
commemorated on the memorial plaque were able
to join us and a representative laid a wreath during
the act of dedication. Parts of the service were
especially poignant, among them the two-minute
silence, begun and ended by a bugler sounding the
Last Post and Reveille. For many, however, the
abiding memory will be of the Semiquavers quartet
singing “Requiem for a Soldier”, music which
embodied the theme of sacrifice and performed by
children for whom the events and sacrifices of
1914-18 must seem distant history indeed. The
reality of peace and reconciliation must be our
prayer for them, their generation and generations
yet unborn.
It would be invidious to try to name everyone who
became involved following that initial meeting in
June 2015, leading up to our highly successful and
enjoyable weekend. For some this involved long
painstaking work and organising ability in delivering
interesting, beautiful displays and entertainment.
For others work to ensure the smooth running of
the weekend. You know who you are, and to all of
you we say a very sincere “thank you”.
John Hougham
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We are Christians
Against Poverty, are you?
Our service literally saves lives. IT keeps
families together, relieves stress,
restores health, keeps families in their
homes, provides friendship and can
connect people to church and to the God
that loves them.
When financial trouble hits, it’s easy to
feel alone. It can seem like no one can
help or that no one wants to. However
Christians Against Poverty (CAP) really
can help and is already helping people in
the Gravesham and surrounding areas.
The good news is you can help. We are
looking for more befrienders to support
the work of the Gravesend Debt Centre.
But I don’t…
… have any financial knowledge.
Fine you don’t need any; we are looking
for people to provide friendship and
encouragement to CAP clients.
… have the time to train.
We can let you know all about the work of
CAP, training can be given in evangelism
is you’d
like, but if you have ever
made friends with anyone… training
complete.
… have the skills.

You
don’t
need
special skills, you
need an open heart to
work for God, and a
desire to support
your local community
1-2-1 to become debt
free.
… have the time
Each befriender will need to attend up to
three visits with the Centre Manager
across a 4 to
8 weeks period. Each
visit will last about 2 hours. After that the
time you offer is up to you and
the
CAP client. A text or 5 minute phone call
means so much to our client’s. Just
show
you care. Invite them to a
church event or club, pop round for coffee
or to the pub for a
quick half.
… think I can make a difference
A quote from a CAP client “Life before
was horrible. I was scared of the door,
scared of the
post, scared of the
phone; I chose not to answer any of them.
I just buried my head in the sand. CAP
has transformed me. It’s brilliant now /I
like getting up in the morning”.
If think you can be a friend please
contact Carey Laughland on
careylaughland@capuk.org or 07491
642081

Volu
nteers
needed.....
‘We always need volunteers… the
church runs because of the
generous service of volunteers.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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If you have time and
enthusiasm to spare but
you are not sure where
your talents can be used,
Sue would be glad to meet
you for a cup of coffee and
to talk through possibilities.

October 2016

Trees.
We have taken advice from a number of experts, and
are sorry to say that some of the trees in the church
gardens, including some at the front of the church, are
diseased and unsafe and will need to be removed. The
experts are unanimous that there is no way of reviving
these trees and that removal is the only option. A new
tree will be planted to replace those that are being
removed. Do have a chat with Andy Nailor,
Churchwarden, if you want to know more about this.

Harvest Festival
9th October will be our Harvest Festival Service at 10am
… please bring gifts of food and produce which will be
shared between the Foodbank and the local Women’s
Refuge.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Closer…
is a one year experiential course
in
Christian Spirituality.
The course will offer both
exploration and experience of
the
depth of Christian Spirituality.
The participants will:
• Explore and develop their own
relationship with God.
• Try new ways of praying.
• Learn about different Christian
Spiritualities.
• Explore discernment and
decision making
Exploring Christian Spirituality

Closer…

7 Saturdays in 2016 - 2017

Who is this who
calls me close?
Love calls Love!

Where?
65 Maidstone Road
Chatham
ME4 6DP
To book and for more
info contact:
Rev Canon Susanne
Carlsson
(Adviser for Spirituality in
Rochester
Diocese)susannecarlsson
s@hotmail.co.uk
07795167603

22 October 2016

What is Prayer?

29 October 2016

Images of God and Self

21 January 2017

Different Ways of Praying

29 April 2017

Different Ways of Praying

24 June 2017

Discernment and Decision
Making

9 September 2017

Different Spiritualities

2 December 2017

Deepening and Review

Cost? £15 per session
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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BIBLE NOTES
Some people find it useful to have a set portion of the Bible to read
each day.
The Bible Reading Fellowship have a booklet called “New Daylight”
which sets out a short Bible reading and explanatory notes. These
booklets are priced at £4.30 (they do go up each year) for a four month
period.
If you would like to try one of these booklets please let Julie Hill know.

COFFEE MORNING
Friday 30 September 10.00 a.m.
The Hospice Coldharbour Road, Northfleet
Please support your local Hospice

PEACE CANDLE IN REMEMBRANCE
OF THOSE THAT WENT BEFORE
You may well have seen the ‘Peace Candle’ that was used at the WW1
commemoration service on 4th August, 2014 now in the sanctuary. The
candle will remain in place throughout the 4 years of commemoration and will
be lit at each Sunday and Wednesday service, as a reminder to us all to pray
for peace in the many areas of conflict throughout the world. When you see
the candle, please remember
to pray for those caught up in
conflict.
The sign near to the candle
records the areas of conflict
most in our prayers at any
given time (though there are
other ‘hidden’ conflicts that
rarely
appear
on
our
televisions). If you would like
an area of the world added to
the list, please speak to Revs
Sue or Jacqueline.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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The only one that got away – remarkable and unique adventure story from World
War One involving Gravesend & Germany.
On: Thursday 29th September 2016
At: 7pm
Speaker: Christoph Bull
Venue: St Botolph’s church, Northfleet Estuary Festival.
Booking needed cost £4
Book – Routestock on 07718 241787 – www.routestock.org
Guided historical walk of Northfleet – uncover Northfleet’s fabulous and
surprising past
On: Sunday 2nd October 2016
Guide: Christoph Bull
Meet: 2.30pm outside the lych gate, St Botolph’s church, The Hill, Northfleet
Cost: £4 – no need to book, just turn up
Circular walk from Sole Street to Nash Street and Cobham
On: Sunday 9th October 2016:
Meet: 2.30pm outside Sole Street Post Office
Leader: James Elford 07939 300831
Cost: Free – no need to book just turn up. Sensible footwear will be needed.
Gravesend Historical Society event.
Grim Gravesend – illustrated talk and evening meal
On: Friday 14th October 2016
Meet: 6.30pm at The Royal Clarendon Hotel, Gravesend
Cost: £20 includes the talk, a meal and coffee/tea
Booking essential – The Royal Clarendon 01474 362221
Grim Gravesend – illustrated talk and lunch
On: Monday 31st October 2016
Meet: 11.30am Riva Restaurant – on the Town Pier, Gravesend
Cost: £15 for a lunch and talk, located on the Town Pier
Booking essential: Riva Restaurant 01474 364694.

Dock to Clock Halloween Guided tour with supper & some local ghost stories.
On: Monday 31st October 2016
Meet: 6.30pm opposite Clock Tower in Berkley Crescent (Western side) – finishing in the
former County Court (The Grand), King Street.
Guide: Christoph Bull (Local Historian)
Booking essential: Two or three course supper available – choose when booking.
Cost : £5 for two courses, £7.50 for three courses.
Choice and booking via Kirsty.gaunt@gravesham.gov.uk or telephone 01474 337591 – or
telephone The Grand on 01474 320123.
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Exciting Youth Choir in
Gravesend

Join the

If you are aged between 7 and 17
and enjoy singing then come
along!
Ÿ Join a friendly group of singers

Youth
choir in Gravesend

Ÿ Learn great music of different
styles and

We meet weekly for

Ÿ Perform at concerts and
services

at Christ Church

For further information visit
www.christchurchgravesend.org.uk

Rehearsals
Tuesday evenings
6.15 pm to 7.30 pm

Ÿ Or call 01474 534517

Bathrooms, wet rooms, cloakrooms,
bathrooms to meet special needs.
Swans have been supplying top-quality bathrooms at best-value
prices to customers throughout the south of England for 30 years.
Why not visit our showrooms or telephone to arrange a personal
visit, to discuss your requirements, in your own home.

Email: swans@xln.co.uk

80 Parrock Road, Gravesend
Kent DA12 1QF
01474 569070
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Christ
church
tots
For babies, toddlers,
pre-schoolers
Come and enjoy this fun and friendly Parent
and Toddler group. We have a wide range of
toys including ride-ons, trikes, push-chairs and
slides
Baby area, crafts and play dough. Large garden
area in good weather. Tea, coffee, squash and
biscuits

Friday 1.15-2.30 p.m. term time
£2.00 per family
In the hall at Christ Church,
Echo Square, Gravesend
www.christchurchgravesend.org.uk
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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BEATING
THE
BOUNDS

Beating the bounds is an ancient custom still
observed in some English and Welsh parishes.
Under the name of the Gangdays the custom of
going a-ganging was kept before the Norman
Conquest. A group of old and young members of the
community would walk the boundaries of the parish,
usually led by the parish priest and church officials,
to share the knowledge of where they lay, and to
pray for protection and blessings for the lands.

The annual Mayor’s boundary walk on 1 and 2 October
Walkers of all ages are invited to join Gravesham's Mayor, Councillor Greta
Goatley as she carries on the ancient tradition of "Beating the Bounds" over the
weekend of 1 and 2 October 2016.
The borough perimeter is about 35 miles, with approximately six miles being the
river Thames. On Saturday 1 October walkers cover nearly 16 miles and on
Sunday 2 October just over 14 miles. There are refreshment stops, mostly in
pubs, along the route. You can, of course, join in for just part of the walk.
Walkers are usually sponsored with the money collected going to the Mayor's
Charity Fund and this year her charities are Ellenor Hospice Children and
Young Adults and Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Services.
To book a place please complete the online booking form at
www.gravesham.gov.uk/boundarywalk
For more information contact jackie.denton@gravesham.gov.uk
or 01474 33 77 25

GRAVESHAM FOOD BANK
Many thanks to those who support the food bank.
Below is a list of items required at the moment
Milk (UHT) Custard
Toothpaste Hot chocolate
Shampoo
Sweets/treats
Breakfast cereal (not porridge) Marmite
Fruit juice/squash
Toilet roll
Sponge pudding Deodorant
Tinned potatoes Laundry liquid/tablets
This list is only a few of the items that can help those less fortunate than ourselves,
any tinned or non-perishable items are most welcome
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Saturday 15th October
7.30 p.m.
at St Georges Church Hall
Church Street, Gravesend
Teams of 6
£5.00 per head
Raffle
Bring your own drink and nibbles
Book with Sheilah: (01474) 534901
kaysgardencampsite@hotmail.co.uk
Proceeds to the upgrade fund for Kay‛s Garden Campsite
and St Georges Church

Registered charity number 303396

Registered charity number 1132757

What happens at Christ Church?
Sunday Services
8.00 am Holy Communion (said)
10.00 am Communion with crèche & God’s Gang
On the 2nd Sunday All-Age service
Evening Service - see inside magazine for details.
Weekday Services
Holy Communion (said)
Monday and Saturday 8am.
Tuesday & Thursday 7.00am.
Wednesday 10.00am
Registered Charity no. 1130741

For further information
Contact
The Church Wardens

Friday

Office hours
6:30 pm until 7:30 pm

Regular activities and youth organisations
There are a wide variety of clubs for you:Daily
Christ Church Pre-school (2½ upwards)
Monday
Music Group; Brownies
Tuesday
Mothers Union (2nd Tuesday In church hall) Cubs
and Semiquavers
Wednesday Guides
First Steps (under 5’s and carers) 2nd Wednesday 1.45pm
Ifield Ladies (every third Wednesday)
Thursday
Beavers/Brownies; Choir Practice:
3.00 p.m. Mustard Seed (every third)
Friday
Rainbow Unit; Scouts; Parent and Toddler
Saturday
Working Party (9.30 a.m. every second)
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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CALENDAR October 2016
2

Sunday

30

Monday

31

9
08.00 Service
10.00 Service

08.00 Service
10.00 Service

16

08.00 Service
10.00 Service for
Harvest Festival

10

3

23

08.00 Service
10.00 Service

08.00 Service
10.00 Service

24

17

08.00 Service

08.00 Service

08.00 Service

08.00 Service

09.00 Service

BROWNIES

BROWNIES

BROWNIES

BROWNIES

BROWNIES

4

Tuesday

11

18

25

07.00 Service
07.00 Service
07.00 Service
07.00 Service
CUBS
CUBS
18.15 Semiquavers
CUBS
18.15 Semiquavers
18.15 Semiquavers 18.15 Semiquavers
CUBS
19.30 Mothers’
Union in the hall

5

Wednesday

12
10.00 Service
17.15 Evening
Prayer

6

Thursday

17.15 Evening
Prayer

13

07.00 Service
Pilgrim Course
14.30 and 19.30
BROWNIES
Choir Practice

Friday

10.00 Service
13.45 First Steps

7

07.00 Service
BROWNIES
Choir Practice

14

26

19
10.00 Service

10.00 Service

17.15 Evening
Prayer

17.15 Evening
Prayer

27

20
07.00 Service
Pilgrim Course
14.30 and 19.30
BROWNIES
Choir Practice

21

07.00 Service
BROWNIES
Choir Practice

28

13.15 Parent and 13.15 Parent and
13.15 Parent and
13.15 Parent and
Toddlers
Toddlers
Toddlers
Toddlers
16.30 Rainbow Unit 16.30 Rainbow Unit 16.30 Rainbow Unit 16.30 Rainbow Unit
18.30 Office hours 18.30 Office hours 18.30 Office hours 18.30 Office hours
SCOUTS
SCOUTS
SCOUTS
SCOUTS

Saturday

1

15

8
08.00 Service

08.00 Service
09.30 Work party
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22

29

08.00 Service

08.00 Service

October 2016

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

Page 36

October 2016

