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Pastoral Assistants
Christ Church is extremely lucky to have three commissioned Pastoral Assistants.
And what, and who are they, you may wonder? Pam Kilby, Jasmine Humphries and
Colin Parsonson have all undertaken training that led to their authorisation as Pastoral
Assistants approved to provide all with care, support and encouragement. Pam was
previously authorised as a Pastoral Assistant in the Diocese of Southwark and her
training and work experience as a nurse has resulted in a particular expertise in both
care and emotional support. Jasmines love for working with children and families
(further enhanced by her employment at Ifield School) also includes a particular desire
to support the bereaved. And Colin, as a member of the Pastoral and Social
Committee, feels particularly called to serve the older person.
The Pastoral Assistants are easily identified by their badge, which displays the
Rochester Diocese shield and Bishops mitre. I was privileged to support, and attend,
both Colin’s and Jasmine’s recent celebration service’s where they were authorised
and presented with their Certificate. Both were moving occasions that outlined and
affirmed the Ministry of a Pastoral Assistant as below –
Pastoral Assistants are called to respond to the great commandment to love God and
our neighbour. Through prayer, love and the desire to stand alongside, they
communicate to others the message of Christ through caring action. In the light of the
Bible and Church tradition they reflect on the dilemmas of modern life and walk with
those on their Christian pilgrimage. Pastoral Assistants are those with pastoral gifts
who will exercise a leadership role, acting as an example, and encouraging others to
join them in serving Christ in the community and the Church.
Please do not hesitate to speak to members of the Pastoral Care Team. Their contact
details follow –
Pam Kilby 01474 332693; Colin Parsonson 01474 359713; and Jasmine
Humphries 01474 323515
Jo Drew, Curate, Christ Church

Hanukkah
Wednesday 12th December 2012
7.30 p.m at Christ Church
"I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness,
but shall have the light of life." - John 8:12
Birthed out of the tumultuous Inter-Testamental Period, Hanukkah is a key
celebration in the Jewish tradition. For many Christians, this near-Christmas,
Jewish holiday carries a darkness of ignorance. Allow Jews for Jesus the
opportunity to shed some light on the Festival of Lights. Discover the roots of
Hanukkah, its current significance to the Jewish people, and what believers
can learn from it today. More than a simple historical lesson, this message is
also a call to purity and stresses the importance of letting "your light shine
before men" (Matt:5:16
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Christingle
at Christ Church
Sunday 2 December at 4 pm
a magical start to Advent for all the family,
with oranges, sweets and candles
The meaning of Christingle: the orange represents the world God
created, and the sweets all the good things in God’s creation. The
candle represents Jesus, the light of the world, and the red ribbon
the love of Christ for his world

Sunday 9th December
4.00pm
ELLENORLIONS
LIGHTS OF LOVE
SERVICE
Christmas time can be a very difficult period
for those who have lost loved ones. The
EllenorLions Hospices organise services on
the first full week of December which give
people an opportunity to remember someone
who has died.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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So much happens at
Christ Church!
Have you ever wondered what happens during a
Sunday 10 am service? Vicar Sue (or another
member of the clergy) leads the worship, but so
much more happens.
In this article are just a few notes about what
happens, often behind the scenes. If you have
any questions let the editor know and an answer
will appear in a future magazine.
Sides-man. A sides-man (male and female) is
the person who greets you as you enter the
church for one of the main services (Wednesday
10am; Sunday 8am, 10am and evensong).
Sides-men at the Sunday 10am service work in a
team of four, with a different team each Sunday
of the month. They set up and organise the
practical workings of the church - putting the
hymn numbers on the boards, giving out the
service sheets, news sheets and other items;
they show people to their seats; listen to your
questions (and answer them or point you to the
person most likely to have an answer); take the
collection; during the Eucharist you will see a
sides-man assisting people negotiate steps; at
the end of the service some of the sides-man can
be found in the Parish Office counting and
bagging the collection, while others tidy the
church getting it ready for the next service,
usually a baptism or two.
Bell. Most churches have a least one bell and
Christ Church is no exception. During the
Eucharist you will hear someone ring the bell
:watch what happens in the sanctuary at the
same time. Bells have traditionally been and are
still used to remind parishioners that a church
service is about to begin. The bell is rung 15
minutes and 5 minutes before the starting time of
a service. Now at Christ Church one of the
sidesman will also light a candle in front of the
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

chancel steps just after ringing the 5 minute bell,
and you may then see a member of the clergy
spending time in St Faith's chapel or at the front
preparing themselves spiritually for the service to
come. We hope you will take a few moments to
prepare yourselves.
Churchwarden. Each church has two
churchwardens - here at Christ Church Jan
Osborne and Ian Brown currently fill the
positions. Churchwardens represent the parish
on the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and are
responsible for the day to day management of
the church buildings and grounds.
Flowers. I am
sure
you
appreciate the
splendid flower
arrangements
that adorn the
church
throughout the
year. Janice
Stevens
masterminds
these. Each
Sunday there
are usually two
pedestal
arrangements in the sanctuary (the area where
the altar is situated). Janice does some
arrangements as do members of the
congregation sometimes as a way to remember
a significant moment in their lives. If you would
like to commemorate something or someone but
don't feel proficient enough to do the
arrangement then you can pay for the flowers
and someone will do them for you. There are
some days when there are no flowers in church why do you think this happens? There is a
calendar in the south porch giving details.
Next time I will mention other aspects of “What
Happens at Christ Church”.
Ian Brown
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Gravesend Historical Society
Footpaths Committee
All are welcome to join us as we explore our landscape, local history and
folklore in the company of interesting people. Please note that these walks
are steep in places, have stiles and uneven surfaces, please dress and act
appropriately.

Thursday 27th December 2012: Circular guided historical walk
from Chalk Church to Shorne
Meet: 10am at Chalk Church, Church Lane, Chalk DA12 2NL
(Refreshments available afterwards)
Guide: Christoph Bull 01474 320156

Donations welcome

Small charge for refreshments Plenty of car parking at
Chalk Church
The Winter Warmer walk is a well established annual event allowing everyone to walk off the
Christmas experience and to enjoy the history and folklore of their local area in the company of
local historian Christoph Bull.
Please remember that all walkers are responsible for their own health and safety – and that of
their children and dogs.

Because of various special events going on this summer and autumn,
the dates of some of the “All age Services” have changed. Below are
the dates of all the “All age Services” between now and Decemberplease put these in your diary! December 9.
After that back to 2nd Sunday of month as usual

Sunday Morning Coffee Rota
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week

1
2
3
4
5

02 Dec
09 Dec
16 Dec
23 Dec
30 Dec

Vena Croydon, Julie Hill, Jill Sampson
Sandy Barden, Jenny Shoesmith, Joan Bennett
Angela Kirby, David Williams, Martin Robinson
Margaret Davies, Julieann Bodle, Pam Lovelace
Barbara Bunyan, Audrey Price, Mary Sergeant

Maureen Fittill
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Albert are involved in ‘detached work’ at
the recreation ground next to Kings Farm
School giving support to Charlton Athletic
Football coaching sessions.

Word
On the
Street
Gemma Evans joined WOTS at The
Community House in September to work
alongside Albert Frroku. The two energetic
youth workers have increased the number
of groups meeting at the House.
During the summer young people were
treated to a range of activities and enjoyed
a day out to Chessington World of
Adventures in conjunction with WOTS
Gillingham.
To be able to offer a continuing range of
activities at The Community House in
Warrior Avenue volunteers are always
welcome. Richard Martin the new vicar at
Holy Family helps out at the club for 12+
year olds on a Wednesday and Ian Gow
a minister from the URC is finding new
skills (he recently beat an 11 year old on
the play station) working with the club on
a Monday.
What we oldies call ‘half term’ saw groups
of young people painting and decorating
the inside of the house and enjoying each
other’s company.
During this new term extra club sessions
start and on a Thursday Gemma and

To ensure the future of The Community
House it is hoped that local people
particularly from the churches (Holy
Family, Christ Church, Emmanuel Baptist,
St Paul’s URC, St Mary’s are all
represented in their support of the project)
will form a management committee which
will morph into the Trustees of the project.
The aim is to look for and secure funding
to allow the good work started to blossom.
Gemma will be speaking at the
Ecumenical service at Holy Family on
Sunday 25th November, so come along
and find out at first hand and be inspired
to volunteer, either for the management
committee or hands on work with the
young people.
As well as being a safe haven for young
people The Community House also hosts
a toddler group, coffee mornings and drop
in sessions. The Local PCSO is planning
to hold regular sessions and Mote
Housing (who are supporting the project)
who are building the new houses in the
area have an office based in the house.
If you are interested in finding out more
speak to Ian Brown or drop in to The
Community House and speak to Albert
and Gemma (they make a mean cup of
coffee!).

Some people find it useful to have a set portion of the Bible to read each day.
The Bible Reading Fellowship have a booklet called “New Daylight” which sets
out a short Bible reading and explanatory notes. These booklets are priced at
£3.90 (they do go up each year) for a four month period.
If you would like to try one of these booklets please let Julie Hill know.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Through the kitchen door
Nothing like a homemade cake at Christmas try this one.

Dundee Cake (7” - 8” or 18cm to 20 cm tin)
Ingredients
5 oz (150 g) butter, at room temperature
5 oz (150 g) caster sugar
3 large eggs
8 oz (225 g) plain flour, sifted
1 level teaspoon baking powder
milk, if necessary
6 oz (175 g) currants
6 oz (175 g) sultanas
2 oz (50 g) glacé cherries, rinsed, dried and cut into halves
2 oz (50 g) mixed whole candied peel, finely chopped
2 level tablespoons ground almonds
grated zest 1 small orange
grated zest 1 small lemon
2 oz (50 g) whole blanched almonds
Method
Pre-heat the oven to gas mark 3, 325°F (170°C).
1.
Put the butter and sugar in a mixing bowl and beat with a wooden spoon
until light and fluffy – or an electric mixer will do this much more quickly.
2.
Whisk the eggs separately then, a little at a time, beat them into the
creamed butter and sugar.
3.
Using a large tablespoon, carefully fold in the flour and baking powder. Your
mixture needs to be of a good, soft, dropping consistency so, if it seems too dry,
add a dessertspoon of milk.
4.
Carefully fold in the currants, sultanas, cherries, mixed peel, ground almonds and orange and lemon zests. Then spoon the mixture into the prepared
cake tin, smoothing it out evenly with the back of the spoon.
5.
Next arrange the whole almonds in circles on top of the mixture, but do this
carefully and lightly; if they are pressed in they will sink during the baking.
6.
Place the cake in the centre of the oven and bake for 2-2½ hours or until the
centre is firm and springy to the touch. Let it cool before taking it out of the tin.
This cake keeps very well in an airtight tin and tastes all the better if kept for a few
days before cutting.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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THE
MUSTARD
SEED
The Mustard Seed aims to provide an informal and friendly tea at three on
the third Thursday of each month in Christ Church Hall. It is a new venture
which offers the opportunity to meet new friends and chat about old times.
The Mustard Seed, as the parable says (Mark 4: 3-32), is very small – like
dust – but has the potential to develop into one of the largest plants.
The official Mustard Seed launch took place on May 17th. Members of our
Pastoral Care Team set out tables with tablecloths and vases of flowers. A
kind parishioner generously provided us with a beautiful ‘Mustard Seed’ cake
decorated and designed with our new logo and the launch date. But as the
people came in it soon became clear that people did not want to be separated
on different tables and they were drawn together into one which enabled
approximately twenty people to mix and make new friends.
The Mustard Seed was officially opened by the Vicar of Christ Church; the
cake cut; and wine distributed to toast the new venture established by the
Pastoral Assistants Team. The Mustard Seed’s mission statement is to assist
in the development of new friendships and enhanced fellowship for all whilst
gently offering care and support throughout the good and more difficult times
of life - when a cup of tea and chat about life and old times can be just what
is needed.
Reflections on war time ‘evacuation’ experiences, a weekly raffle with a
donated prize, and donations of homemade goodies are some things that
have already happened at the two Mustard Seed teas!
All are warmly welcomed to join the newly planted The Mustard Seed and to
help it flourish. You are so welcome.
For further details please contact any member of the Pastoral Care
Team. Pastoral Assistants – Pam Kilby, Colin Parsonson and Jasmine
Humphries or Curate - Rev Jo Drew.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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With Christmas fast approaching we are all asked to take
greater care around the security of our homes and cars.
At this time of the year there is an increase in opportunist
thefts and burglary.
It only needs a small window left open on the ground floor to enable access to a property
whether the occupants are in the building or not.
Remember to lock your doors when not in the room or busy elsewhere in the house.
An un-secure house or garage is a thieves paradise
If ever you see anything suspicious as always please contact the Police - with your help,
we hope to keep our area a safe, and happy place to live.
REMEMBER to dial 999 if you see an offence in progress

A BIG thank you to all who contributed to
making the Winter Fayre such a huge
success the total raised so far

2043
Conscience money accepted

A date for your diary—

Saturday 15th December
12.30 pm—1.00 pm
we will be singing carols in

St. George’s Centre
For Christian Aid. Please come along and join in
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FIRST STEPS
14/11/12
GETTING READY FOR THE CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
Our naughty little sheep is up in good time and gazing intently out of
the window. It’s a grey chilly morning but at least it’s dry, which is a plus.
If a sheep can have his fingers crossed, our naughty little sheep has got
is his fingers crossed that it will stay dry for our First Steps service this
afternoon. As he and his friends walk up to church with me, it has turned
into a BEAUTIFUL day with sunshine and a clear blue sky. What a
surprise! Those sneaky animals aren’t hiding today because they want to
sit with the children. They’re looking forward to going into the hall after
our service, to help the children to make Christmas tree decorations.
With everything ready, Mums, Dads, Grannies and lots of children
come into church to join us. Our naughty little sheep is sitting on our little
altar and I can see that he is positively bristling with excitement. He does
love to see everyone! Finally, when the animals have been scooped up,
jingle bells chosen and everyone is sitting comfortably, our service begins.
We light our candles and sing songs that tell of God’s love for us and we
thank Him for that love and for sending Jesus to be our Saviour. I can see
that our naughty little sheep and his friends are singing along and trying
very hard with all the actions and the children are doing very well, too.
They are all very lively!
We sing, “My God is so BIG”, a favourite, and we thank God for our
beautiful world, for the love of our family and friends and the happy times
that we spend together. Then it’s time for a quiet moment as we say our
prayers. When our service is over we all go out in to the hall to help make
our Christmas decorations. Oh what fun it is! Baubles and stickers, glitter
and glue, Santas and snowmen; what a smart Christmas tree we’re going
to have! We’ve all had a go and somehow our naughty little sheep has
managed to get glue and glitter on his wool. Very festive! Bath night
tonight, I think!
Oh, we’ve had such a good time together and our naughty little sheep
and his friends and I hope that everyone will join us again on 12th
December when we will be telling “the Christmas story”, a story that we
never get tired of hearing. And the church will be full of pretty twinkly
Christmas trees. Lovely!
Wishing you all a very happy and holy Christmas.
God Bless

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

Rosemary Austin.
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CHRIST CHURCH
Charity CHRISTMAS
TREE festival
DECEMBER
Saturday 8th
10.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.
Sunday 9th
11.30 a.m. - 2.30 p.m.
Mon10th to Fri 14th
12 noon - 4.00 p.m.
Saturday 15th
10.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.
Sunday 16th
11.30 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.
Old Road East
Gravesend
DA12 1NR

Refreshments
Available
Charity No.
1130741

Report on the first
year of the brand
new music group
at Christ Church
As our wonderful children’s choir is now a year
old I thought it would be a good idea to give
you a report of everything we have achieved
throughout our first year.
Helen and I are extremely proud of all our
singers and cannot quite believe how lucky
we have been to have such lovely youngsters
join our choir. They have all shown
commitment, enthusiasm and flexibility and
surpassed our expectations at every level.
As to the future, well we are going to go from
strength to strength as far as I can tell. We
will be getting more technical and intend to
introduce the Voice for Life badges, which are
an accreditation from the Royal School of
Church Music. This will mean some focussed
work on technique so will involve some
Saturday workshops. These workshops will
also give us an opportunity to go over past
repertoire with new members and those who

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

have changed group since first joining the
choir.
We hope as time goes by we will have more
opportunities to sing with our church choir and
also with other choirs and musicians.
In the beginning….
Our first rehearsal saw 14 children walked
through the ‘devil’s door’, which was heart
warming.
On the 7th November 2011 Semiquavers had
their first service at Christchurch Gravesend.
The term continued and we learned amongst
other things The Carol of the Children by John
Rutter. At the end of November the
Semiquavers tee shirts were in production
ready for the Christingle service.
The choir went on to sing at our first concert
on the 20th December 2011 when we were
joined by flautist Becky Jewis who played a
duet with Helen. The ‘Cat’ duet also mewed
it’s way into the programme.
With
refreshments afterwards in the hall, this
concert was very well attended and raised
over £200 for the choir funds.
Semiquavers then took part in two great
annual events at Chirstchurch, the Christingle
Service where they provided a ‘loop’ of music
whilst children created their own Christingle’s
in the hall, and then helped to lead a huge
congregation with carols. It was then our job
to sing at the Christmas Eve Crib Service.
This is always a beautiful service, and the
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Monthly
WORKING PARTY
‘In order to save on expensive cleaning and maintenance, we hold a monthly
working party on a Saturday morning starting at 09.30.
Together we clean and tidy the church, do a bit of necessary DIY or gardening, have a coffee and often some home-made goodies – and finish by about
11.30.
We are enormously grateful to the few loyal helpers who turn up month after
month – but we desperately need a few more.
Please consider putting the dates into your diary and coming along. All are
welcome – if you can do basic DIY please let us know in advance so that the
churchwardens can plan jobs in advance.
Working party is almost always on the 2nd Saturday of each month…
NOTE the next one will be on 22 December 2012.
See you there,

Brand New Youth Choir in
Gravesend

Join the

If you are aged between 7 and 17
and enjoy singing then come
along!
Ÿ Join a friendly group of singers
Ÿ Learn great music of different
styles and

We meet weekly for
Rehearsals

Ÿ Perform at concerts and
services

at Christ Church

For further information visit

Tuesday evenings

www.christchurchgravesend.org.uk

6.30 pm to 7.30 pm

Ÿ Or call 01474 534517

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

New youth choir in
Gravesend
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Early days as the Semiquavers
prepare for their first concert
Continued from page 13
singing this year more than added to the
celebrations.
Happy new year! Hallelujah!
2012 started with some HARD work from the
children. We had entered the Gravesham Arts
Festival and had a competition to prepare for!
We took two pieces to the festival, Hallelujah
by Lenard Cohen and All Things Bright and
Beautiful by John Rutter. This involved
learning the pieces to a very high standard,
which for a new choir with inexperienced
singers was a big ask, but the singers all rose
to the occasion.
We had some very constructive and positive
comments from the adjudicator and were
awarded a merit. This was a very proud
moment for all of us, especially those parents
and members of the congregation who came

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

to support them at the girl’s grammar school.
Our first soloist ever was Eleanor Williams who
had made great strides with her singing since
joining semiquavers. Eleanor has gone on to
sing solo with us at a concert and is one of our
most hard working and loyal members. Thank
you Eleanor.
Those two competitions plus the Disney Medley
had an airing at a last minute concert we were
invited to perform at for the Medway Brass
band at Saint George’s church Gravesend.
Although we were a few down due to illness
and tickets to see Bear Grylls the choir sang
beautifully. We then realised we may need to
invest in an amplifier for singing outside our
home.
After the competition Helen and I went on a
charm offensive at Holy Trinity School and
Kings Farm School. We visited both and did
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All dressed in the matching choir tee
shirts for concert rehearsal

Continued from previous page
some singing with Key Stage 2 at Kings Farm,
and the whole school during worship at Holy
Trinity. The Head Teacher of Holy Trinity
asked us to come back with the choir to sing
again, which we did later in the year (more of
that later!). We gained some extra members
from these visits, we certainly know our profile
was raised in the community and we made
some good links for Christchurch.
Christ is arisen indeed!
Easter Sunday was a red letter day for us as
we joined with the Christchurch Choir and the
Music Group to sing an anthem to celebrate
Easter “Christ is arisen indeed” which is
arranged for full choir and children’s choir.
Everyone sang beautifully and it gave us a

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

picture of what we can do when we work
together.
Preparations then went on for the Spring
concert featuring our competition songs along
with Rockin’ Robin and Here Comes the Sun.
This started a trend which one of our mum’s
has pointed out to us, that Marks & Spencer
have a habit of using the songs we are singing
to advertise their products! I think we should
ask them for some kind of donation!
The Spring concert introduced three more
soloists from the ranks in Emily Portway,
Tanya Hills and Samuel Carter. All three sang
beautifully Emily singing Morning has broken,
Tanya singing Amazing grace and Samuel
taking on the persona of Fagin in the ensemble
piece Pick a pocket or two. Both of these girls
have lovely strong voices and I am sure we
will be seeing much more of them in the future.
Samuel is our only Baritone and although he
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Continued from previous page
is now at college is a very loyal and committed
member of the choir. It is always a pleasure
to hear him sing. We were also joined by
Noriko Shorney who accompanied us and also
played the organ. Noriko is extremely talented
and can make everything she plays
(effortlessly) sing and dance! Thank you
Noriko for your time and talents. Over 130
people came along to this concert, and once
again a goodly sum of money was raised to
keep us going.
Olympic efforts
The summer was fast approaching, and with
it the Queen’s jubilee and the Olympics! We
began to learn the London Medley by Gareth
Malone in readiness for this momentous
occasion.
We returned, with the choir, to Holy Trinity
School. They were the last school in the
borough to break up for the summer, so on
their first day of holiday our singers met at
church and walked down in a crocodile to Holy
Trinity. They sang well to the whole school
(who weren’t out on school trips) and then we
walked back. They sang THE ENTIRE WAY
HOME regardless of onlookers!
The choir sang at two outside events; firstly at
the EllenorLions Hospices event at Saint
George’s School called Twist and Shout. I was
unable to attend with this so Helen flew solo!
All reports are that the singing was wonderful,
even though we were not at fully strength, due
to holidays, and we used our newly purchased
amp purchased from our semiquaver funds
and church funds. The amp came in very
useful as the EllenorLions Hospices’ sound
equipment was not working so they borrowed
ours for the remainder of the afternoon. This
event was not as well attended as they
organisers had planned but this did not deter

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

us. We hope to be able to sing for the hospice
again in the future. The second outside event
was at Cascades leisure centre for their
Olympicnic. This was on one of the hottest days
of the year and very well attended. The choir
sang well and the organisers were very pleased
with them. This was a real community event
and it was great to be included.
We’re all going on a summer holiday
We broke up after a summer party in the hall
and pleasance including games, food and
singing. Thank you to all the parents and friends
who came along to this. The summer break
gave us a chance to take stock and prepare for
the new term. We came back full of vigour and
learned our first piece in Latin to sing at the
Organ Restoration Concert. The singers
learned this piece off the page very quickly and
performed it beautifully. They gave a rousing
performance of the Queen Medley. We
discovered that the stage blocks give a very
satisfying bang when you stamp on them!!
The autumn term has come upon us quickly and
we are preparing for an Autumn concert. This
concert will feature more solos from within the
choir and give you a chance to hear some of
our summer repertoire.
Thank you
There are many people we need to thank for
making our first year so enjoyable and
productive.
Firstly I would like to thank the children in the
choir. Some have come and gone, and we
enjoyed their company whilst they sang with us.
They will always be welcome at Christchurch at
any time and we hope they go on to sing in the
future. Most of our original singers who came
through the ‘devil’s door’ are still with us. They
are extremely generous with their time and
energy and are all very talented young people.
Secondly the parents and carers, friends and
family of our singers, who have encouraged
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GEMS (Gravesend Entertainment and Musical Society)

SING

Christmas songs and carols
at

St Peter and St Paul Church Milton
East Milton Road Gravesend

Friday 14 December at 7.30 pm.
With audience participation
Tickets £5 - available On the Door
Refreshments available

Gravesend Entertainment and Musical Society
present

Sing Christmas
Come along and join in
With Christmas carols and songs

St Andrew’s Mission
Royal Pier Road, Gravesend
Friday 21 December at 7.30 pm.
Tickets £5 - contact 01474 363778
Tickets strictly limited
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Continued from page 17
their children, ferried them to church on 2nd
Sundays and supported us at all our events.
We hope they feel part of the Chirstchurch
family, which we feel they most definitely are.
Thirdly thank must be given to the PCC and
clergy at Christchurch in supporting our ideas
and accommodating us in all our ventures.
This was a new project for the church and one
that came somewhat out of the blue. Sue and
Jo have been extremely supportive and so
have the congregation as a whole. Some
people have been surprised at the standard of
the singing, not expecting, especially from
such young singers, such a wonderful sound,
and that they sing everything “off the page” i.e.
from memory.
Fourthly I would like to thank our team of
chaperones and helpers. Chaperones allow
us to get on with the music and not worry about
the administrivia like registers and drinks and
are an extra pair of hands on stand by, and
often an extra voice to help the singers learn
their part.
We would like to thank Gill
Campbell for all her help and support. Gill
organises the rota of chaperones and keeps
all our administration up to date, creating
letters for parents and organising everything
from 1st aid kits to squash supplies for
rehearsals. Without her help Semiquavers
would not run half as smoothly. Gill makes
our jobs easy as we can concentrate on the
music knowing that everything else is under
control, especially selling of tickets in church!
Thank you Gill.
Finally I would like to thank Martin Carling and
Noriko Shorney who have accompanied us on
the piano and organ at our concerts. This has
been a great benefit to us as we rehearse with
recorded music through the laptop and
klavinova. Your playing is always wonderful
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and we hope we can call on you again in the
future.
The future
The future is bright! We have some
collaborations coming up with the church choir
and music group at Christmas time and in the
new year we will be holding some Saturday
work shops. This will be to take the singers
through the Royal School of Church Music
(RSCM) Voice for Life scheme, when they will
be awarded special RSCM badges, which are
transferrable should they join a robed choir, to
the choristers medals that are worn. We will
also then have a chance to look at technique
and go over past repertoire. There will be
another Gravesham Arts Festival in the early
part of 2013 and we would also like to be
involved next summer in the Gravesend Big
Day Out and are investigating this at the
moment. If you have any suggestions of
events where Semiquavers would be able to
sing please do let us know by sending us an
email or messaging on facebook. Also if you
have any friends or relatives that you think
would enjoy singing with us, please do
encourage them to come along. The more the
merrier!
This report on the first year of the
Semiquavers has been written by
Debbie Carter
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Just a FEW OF THE MANY
helpers at the Winter Fayre
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Many thanks to everyone who worked so hard to put on one of our best Fayre's to date!
With a theme of Winter, we had a church and hall full of snowflakes and Winter cheer, Santa in
Narnia, delicious mulled wine and star biscuits, a glittery snowy Christmas cake to win and all
the usual stalls, sideshows, raffles and refreshments. Best decorated stall was won by 11th
Milton Brownies with their polar bears and home made snowflakes: well done!
Thanks also to the approximately 200 adults and numerous children who enjoyed the fayre and
helped us to raise over £2000, almost as much as last year!

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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A BIG thank you for all who came
and contributed to our coffee
morning at Christ Church

14th December
10.30am-12 30pm
EllenorLions

Christmas
Coffee
Morning
At
Coldharbour Road,
Northfleet

Come and Sing!
As usual, we will be going around the parish on
one or two days before Christmas, singing
carols at Care Homes and other hostelries…
put Friday 21st December in your diary –
meeting at 7pm in Church, and watch out for
other dates to be announced in the News sheet.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Christ Church
people who
helped with the
Poppy
Collection at
various
supermarkets in
the area and
gave up hours
of their time

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Gravesend
Remembrance
Day Service
Her Worshipful the Mayor of
Gravesham, councillor Lyn Milner,
along with members of Gravesham
Borough Council, The Royal British
Legion, Gravesend Sea Cadets,
Army Cadet Corps, 402 Squadron
Air Training Corps, Gravesend and
District Scout Association,
Gravesend and District Girl Guide
Association, St John Ambulance
Brigade the British Red Cross and
other voluntary organisations along
with members of the community
made up the huge attendance at
Windmill Gardens War Memorial on
Sunday 11 November

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Reverand Jaqueline
Littlewood prepares
for the start of the
Remembrance Day
Service

Just a portion of the more than 500 strong
congregation that attended the
remembrance day service at the War
Memorial on Sunday 11 November
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(During this service, there will be an opportunity
to remember loved ones who will be missed this
Christmas)
Followed by mince pies and mulled wine

CHRISTMAS EVE 4.00 p.m.
CRIB SERVICE
– A Service especially for families.
Bring unwrapped presents for the
children at the women’s refuge

Monday 24 December

4.00 p.m. – Crib service
11.30 p.m. – Midnight Mass
Holy Communion for

Christmas Day
at 8.00 am and at 10.00 am.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FIRST STEPS
Is a service especially designed for families with pre-school children, although
all children in the family are welcome to come.
We meet in the church at 1.45 pm on the second Wednesday in each month
for a short service and then to enjoy a chat over a cup of tea.
We are finished in plenty of time for parents to meet their other children from
school.
Why not come along with your children, you will be very welcome.
Next date is Wednesday 12 December

November 30 at 11.00 a.m.

Service for St Andrews Tide
at St Andrews Arts Centre, Pier Road, Gravesend

THE MUSTARD SEED
THE Mustard Seed aims to provide an informal and friendly tea at 3.00 pm
on the third Thursday of every month in Christ Church hall.
It is a new venture that offers the opportunity to meet new friends and
reminisce about old times.
The Mustard Seed, as the parable says (Mark4; 3-32) is very small - like
dust - but has the potential to develop into one of the largest plants.
Please join us as we plant the Mustard Seed and assist to make it flourish.
Who knows what may happen!
The launch of the first Mustard Seed took place in May, and the next
gathering will be on Thursday 20 December. You are so welcome.
For further details please contact any member of the pastoral care
team. Pastoral assistants Pam Kilby, Colin Parsonson, Jasmine
Humphries or Curate Jo Drew

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FAIRTRADE
LUNCHSTOP
Sandwiches, Toasted sandwiches,
Homemade cakes, Fresh fruit, Snack bars,
Fruit juices, Hot chocolate, Tea, Fresh filter
coffee

View our FAIRTRADE Goods stands
The cost of your lunch will what you consider to be a
“Fair” price for what you eat

Come and enjoy a Christmas Fairtrade Lunch at

EMMANUAL BAPTIST
CHURCH
WINDMILL ST. GRAVESEND

14 DECEMBER
12 noon to 2.00 p.m.
All donations will be shared between Tearfund and Tradecraft
Fairtrade Lunchstop is very grateful to the many Supermarkets and
local & national organisations for their generous donations
THIS IS THE FINAL FAIRTRADE LUNCHSTOP Thank you
for your support
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Have you ever noticed the
beautiful flowers that decorate the area behind the
altar Sunday by Sunday? A
team of flower arrangers,
led by Janice Stephens,
make sure this happens
week by week. To ensure
that it continues, your help
is needed. There are 2
ways you can help.

·
You could volunteer
to arrange the flowers on
the rota – maybe you have a
special event or celebration
you like to remember?
·
You could offer to pay
for the flowers for a particular Sunday or Sundays –
Janice or one of her team
will then arrange them on
your behalf.
Please let us know if you
can help.
Sue Brewer

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Highlights this month !

Sunday 2 Christingle 16.00
r
e
b
Saturday 8 Christmas Tree Festival Opens
m
e
c
De
Sunday 9 Lights of Love service 16.00
Monday 24 Crib Service 16.00

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

9
08.00 Service
10.00 All age
10.00 Service 10.00 Service
Service
16.00
Tree Festival
Christingle
16.00 Lights of
Love
3
31
10
08.00 Service 08.00 Service
08.00 Service
16.45 Service
Tree Festival
Brownies
16.45 Service
Brownies
11 07.00 Service
4 07.00 Service

2
30
08.00 Service 08.00 Service

Tree Festival
16.45 Service
Cubs
Semiquavers

16.45 Service
Cubs
16.30
Semiquavers

5
Wednesday

10.00 service

16.45 Service
Guides
20.00 Mothers’
Union
Thursday

6
07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Choir Practice
Brownies
Beavers
7

Friday

13.15 Parent
and Toddlers
16.45 Service
18.30 Office
Hours
Scouts

8
Saturday 1
08.00 Service 08.00 Service
World Aids Christmas Tree
Festival
Day
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

12
10.00 service
13.45 First Steps
16.45 Service
Guides
19.30 Hanukkah
13
07.00 Service
Tree Festival
16.45 Service
Choir Practice
Brownies
Beavers
14
Tree Festival
13.15 Parent
and Toddlers
16.45 Service
18.30 Office
Hours
Scouts
15
08.00 Service
Tree Festival
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16

23

08.00 Service 08.00 Service
10.00 Service
10.00 Service
Last day of
Tree Festival
18.30 Lessons
and Carols
17
24
08.00 Service
16.45 Service
Brownies

08.00 Service

16.00 Service
23.30
Midnight Mass

18 07.00 Service 25
Christmas Day
16.45 Service
08.00 Service
Cubs
10.00
Service
16.30
Semiquavers

19
26
10.00 service
16.45 Service
Guides

20
27
07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Choir Practice
Brownies
Beavers
21
28
13.15 Parent
and Toddlers
16.45 Service
19.00 Come &
Sing around
the parish
22
29
08.00 Service
9.30 Working
Party
December 2012

Sunday Services
8.00 am Holy Communion (said)
10.00 am Communion with crèche & God’s Gang
On the 2nd Sunday

All-Age service

Evening Service - see inside magazine for
details.
Weekday Services
Holy Communion (said)
Monday and Saturday 8am.
Tuesday & Thursday 7.00am.
Wednesday 10.00am
Registered Charity no. 1130741

For further information
Contact
The Church Wardens

Friday

Office hours
6:30 pm until 7:30 pm

Regular activities and youth organisations
There are a wide variety of clubs for you:Daily
Christ Church Pre-school (2½ upwards)
Monday
Music Group; Brownies
Tuesday
Cubs and Semiquavers
Wednesday Guides; Mothers Union (1st Wednesday)
First Steps (under 5’s and carers) 2nd Wednesday 1.45pm
Ifield Ladies (every third Wednesday)
Thursday
Beavers/Brownies; Choir Practice:
3.00 p.m.
Mustard Seed (every third)
2 - 3.30
Forgetmenot Singing 2nd & 4th Thurs afternoon
Friday
Scouts; Parent and Toddler
Saturday
Working Party (9.30 a.m. every second)
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Soroptimist International of
Gravesend & District

A Fun Evening on Saturday 12th January 2013
7.00 for 7.30 p.m Prompt Start.
At Christ Church Hall, Old Road East,
Gravesend. DA12 1NR
sTeam um
m
Maxi ch
a
6 in e

Proceeds
to support our Link Club
Freetown, Sierra Leone

Admission by Ticket only
£5.00 entry per person
Raffle

Bring
own your
Sn
and D acks
rinks

% .............................................................................................................................................
Soroptimist International Gravesend & District – Annual Quiz – Saturday 12th Jan’ 2013
Please let Sheila Knight know how many Tickets are required (Admission by Ticket only)
Contact Name................................................................Tel No.....................................................
Total Number attending.......................................................................................................….…..
Return to Sheila Knight, by 1st January to 2 The Downage, GRAVESEND Kent, DA11 7NB
Tel/fax 01474 564234 E-mail sknight01@hotmail.co.uk
PLEASE INCLUDE A STAMPED ADDRESSED ENVELOPE AS TICKETS MUST BE
BOOKED IN ADVANCE — SEATING IS LIMITED

