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People at Christ Church - A PERSONAL PROFILE

Rev Jacqueline Littlewood
Associate Priest
I trained on a residential course at Lincoln Theological
College between 1977 and 1980 and served my first
curacy as a stipendiary deaconess in the parish of St
Paulinus, Crayford.
In 1984 I moved to the parish of Holy Family,
Gravesend with St Margaret, Ifield and whilst there I
was ordained as a deacon in 1987. Another move took
place in 1993 when I was licensed as a non-stipendiary
curate to St Aidan, Gravesend, and in 1994 I was one
of the first women to be ordained as a priest. In March
2006 I was licensed as an Honorary Curate to this
parish with which I have had links through the East Gravesend Group and Gravesend
Deanery since 1984.
I was enrolled as a member of the Mothers' Union in 1981 and have served on Branch
Committees and as Enrolling Member/ Branch Leader, and between 2004-2007 as a
Trustee for Rochester Diocese.
I am currently Chaplain to the Royal Marines Association, Gravesend, The Merchant
Navy Gravesend Branch, the Gravesham and Ebbsfleet Branch of the Royal British
Legion and the Maritime Volunteer Service.

Hanukkah
Wednesday 12th December 2012
7.30 p.m at Christ Church
"I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness,
but shall have the light of life." - John 8:12
Birthed out of the tumultuous Inter-Testamental Period, Hanukkah is a key
celebration in the Jewish tradition. For many Christians, this near-Christmas,
Jewish holiday carries a darkness of ignorance. Allow Jews for Jesus the
opportunity to shed some light on the Festival of Lights. Discover the roots of
Hanukkah, its current significance to the Jewish people, and what believers
can learn from it today. More than a simple historical lesson, this message is
also a call to purity and stresses the importance of letting "your light shine
before men" (Matt:5:16
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FAIRTRADE
LUNCHSTOP
Sandwiches, Toasted sandwiches,
Homemade cakes, Fresh fruit, Snack bars,
Fruit juices, Hot chocolate, Tea, Fresh filter
coffee

View our FAIRTRADE Goods stands
The cost of your lunch will what you consider to be a
“Fair” price for what you eat

Come and enjoy a Fairtrade Lunch at

EMMANUAL BAPTIST
CHURCH
WINDMILL ST. GRAVESEND

14 DECEMBER
12 noon to 2.00 p.m.
All donations will be shared between Tearfund and Tradecraft
Fairtrade Lunchstop is very grateful to the many Supermarkets and
local & national organisations for their generous donations
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Parishioners Poem

DEANERY
TRAINING

LIFE
Life has many twists and turns
In some the heart rejoices
In some the soul burns
But throughout it all is our God above
Supporting and helping with His infinite love
He knows each of our sorrows and joys
And shares both with us in the love he employs

On Saturday 10th
November from
2—4 pm
there will be a presentation at
St. George’s Church Hall,
entitled ‘The Gospel and the
Old Testament’. This has
been organised by the
Deanery.

So live each day that God gives to you
With hope and trust, as you struggle through
The many trials and sorrows, laughter and tears
Give praise and adoration to that God above
Because He is always there
With his infinite love

It is a great opportunity to
come and learn more about
the biblical basis for our faith.
All are welcome.

Betty Mar tin

Because of various special events going on this summer and autumn,
the dates of some of the “All age Services” have changed. Below are
the dates of all the “All age Services” between now and Decemberplease put these in your diary!
November 4 - December 9.
After that back to 2nd Sunday of month as usual

Sunday Morning Coffee Rota
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week

9
10
11
12
1

04 Nov
11 Nov
18 Nov
25 Nov
02 Dec

Jerry Higgins, Sally Higgins, Ann Lennard
Pauline Marks, Margot Edwards, Angela Kirby
Rita Smith, Jean Stoddart, Sheila Knight, Ann Lennard
Margaret Davies, Jerry Higgins, Sally Higgins
Vena Croydon, Julie Hill, Jill Sampson

Maureen Fittill
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Through the kitchen door
Make good use of those last home grown tomatoes by making this
tasty chutney

Green Tomato Chutney
Ingredients

· 2½ kg green tomatoes
· 500g onions
· 1 rounded tbsp salt
· 500g sultanas
· 500g cooking apples, (I like bramleys)
· 500g light muscovado sugar
· 1.14 litre bottle spiced pickling vinegar
Method
1
Slice the tomatoes (you can skin them if you want,
but it doesn’t really matter). Finely chop the onions. Layer
both in a large bowl with the salt. Leave overnight.
2
Next day, chop the sultanas using a large, good
sharp knife, then peel, core and roughly chop the apples.
Put the sugar and vinegar into a large pan and bring to
the boil, stirring to dissolve the sugar. Add the sultanas
and apples and simmer for 10 minutes. Strain the
tomatoes and onions in a colander (but don't rinse), then
put into the pan and return to the boil.
3
Simmer for about 1 hr, stirring occasionally until the
mixture is thick and pulpy. Transfer to warmed jars (in the
oven @150 for 20 minutes) and cover with lids.
If you have a favourite recipe you would like to share with
members of the congregation then send
it to the editor or put on clip in
vestry

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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HOLY BAPTISM
26th August

Evie Faye Hopper
Olasubomi Nicole Lagunju
Mosimiloluwa Joshua Lagunju
Jack Henry Webzell

2nd September

Oliver Robert Oxley
Georgia Rose Florence Aldrich
Max James Redsell
Daisy Marie Peek

9th September

Poppy Dyer
Harry Dyer
Albert George James Pemble

23rd September

Harry George Lambton-Read
Remy Beau Lewis Diprose
Benjamin Arthur Fielding
Frankie Harley Rich

7th October

Opedoluwa (Rebekah) Adewuyi
Aderinsayo (Elizabeth) Adewuyi
James Christopher Norris
Sophia Lauren Stanton

HOLY MATRIMONY
11th August

Ryan Kenneth Jones and Katie Margaret Bateman
Jason Don Wells and Linda Stronge
25th August
Christopher John Franklin and Claire Elizabeth Cluett
1st September Stuart Michael Benson and Sarah Jane Shackleton
Billy Lee Vine and Ria Presland
20th September Nathan Charles Peter Cook and Samantha Jane Bradford
29th September Graham Mark O’Connor and Bernadette Mary Burman
6th October
John Edward George Pritchard and Rachael Toni Hoiles

Renewal of Marriage Vows
18th August

Richard and Victoria Jane Savage

REST IN PEACE
14th August
1st September
7th September
7th September

Ian David Bond
Ivy Dorothy Irene Villiers
Angeline Hope Lupton
Joyce Newton

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FIRST STEPS
10/10/12
Our naughty little sheep is up bright and early today and so pleased and excited when
he sees what a beautiful day it is for our First Steps service. You know how weather
sensitive he is! He and his friends join me, as usual, for our walk up to church. They’ve
decided not to hide today because the story we’re telling about Jesus is a bit scary,
and they think that they’ll need a bit of reassurance. So they just sit themselves down
hoping that the children will take pity on them and sit with them. I’m sure they will!
With everything ready Mums, one Nanny and lots of children come in to join us. Our
naughty little sheep’s friends have lots of hugs while our naughty little sheep is sitting
very still on our little altar, keeping an eye on everyone. Our service begins and we
light some happy candles, five for birthdays and one for a family wedding; so many
good things for which to thank God.
Our first song is “I hear thunder”. Does that give you a clue to our story? It’s about
Jesus calming the storm and in the story everyone is scared except Jesus. We hear
how Jesus and his disciples get onto a boat to sail across the Sea of Galilee. While
the boat is rocked by a fierce wind and crashing waves, a very tired Jesus is curled
up, fast asleep. The terrified disciples are convinced that the boat is going to sink and
they’re all going to drown, but Jesus just sleeps on. When the disciples can stand the
terror no longer they wake Jesus, crying, “Master, please save us.” Jesus senses their
fear. So he commands the wind and waves to be still and once again everything is
peaceful. And the disciples are amazed at Jesus’ power. “Who is this man?” they say,
“That even the winds and waves obey him?”
What an excellent story! Everyone has been listening and cuddling those frightened
animals. And we sing, “I love the sun” “Jesus is a friend of mine” and “My God is so
BIG”. I can see that our naughty little sheep and his friends are all joining in with gusto!
They’re not frightened now! Then it’s quiet time for prayers and we thank God for our
happy time together, for the people that we love and for His very many gifts to us each
day. And we thank Him for sending Jesus to be our Saviour.
With our service over, out we all go into the hall for playtime and refreshments. We’ve
all had such a lovely time together and our naughty little sheep and his friends and I
hope to see everyone at our next First Steps service on 14th November. We’re going
to be decorating baubles for our Christmas Tree Festival Christmas tree, so we’ll need
all the help we can get!
God Bless

Christ Church Parish Magazine
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Protect your unborn
child against whooping
cough in Kent
Women who are at least six months
pregnant in Kent are being urged to contact
their GP practice about vaccination to
protect their unborn baby against whooping
cough.
Following a surge of cases in very young
babies, all women who are 28 weeks
pregnant or more are being offered
immunisation against the disease for the
first time.
Dr Faiza Khan, Consultant in Public
Health Medicine for NHS Kent and Medway,
said: "Whooping cough is highly contagious
and newborns are particularly vulnerable.
"Babies cannot be immunised against
whooping cough until they are two months
old. By having the vaccination while they
are pregnant, women can pass on immunity
that will protect their child from the day they
are born until they are old enough to
start being immunised themselves.
"New mothers who have not been
vaccinated are also being offered the jab,
to reduce their risk of passing the disease
to their new babies. This applies to those
mothers whose babies have not yet had
their first vaccination (usually given at two
months old).
"The vaccination is being offered by GP
practices and I urge women who are at least
six months pregnant to contact their practice
and find out when they can have their
vaccination.
"At this time of year it is also very important
that pregnant women are immunised
against flu. This is available to women at
any stage of pregnancy and I would urge all
pregnant women to have their vaccination
to protect themselves and their unborn
child."
Nine babies in England died from whooping

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

cough in the first eight months of this year
and there have been 302 cases of the
disease in children under three months old.
Dr Alan Beattie, community paediatrician at
Medway NHS Foundation Trust, said: "In
the mid 1970s, uptake of whooping cough
vaccine in Kent was approximately 25 per
cent and in 1982 it was 60 per cent - so
there is a high chance that pregnant women
who are in their 30s have not been
vaccinated."
The whooping cough vaccination is for all
women from 28 weeks of pregnancy. A
similar vaccine is already given to pregnant
women in the US.
The decision to introduce the temporary
programme was made after the Joint
Committee
on
Vaccination
and
Immunisation
–
the
Government’s
independent vaccine experts - reviewed the
available evidence.
The move comes as the latest figures,
released by the Health Protection Agency,
show a large increase in cases in babies:
·
In England and Wales in the first
eight months of this year, 302 cases were
reported in babies under 12 weeks of age
– more than double the 115 cases reported
in the same period in 2011
·
There were nine deaths of babies
under three months in England in the same
period – up from seven in the whole of 2011.
If women have more than one pregnancy
while the programme lasts, they should be
vaccinated each time to enable them to
pass immunity to each child.
Whooping cough is also on the increase
in the population as a whole:
·
From January to August 2012, 4,791
cases of whooping cough in all ages were
reported in England and Wales – three
times more than the whole of 2011 which
saw 1,118 cases
· There were 972 confirmed cases in the
South East in the first eight months of this
year, compared to 88 in 2011 and 40 in
2010.
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November 11
at 11.00 a.m.

November 23

Civic Service

Coffee
Morning

of Remembrance
at the War Memorial

at the Hospice,
Coldharbour Road

Clarence Place,
Gravesend

Northfleet
17th Annual

Medway Band Concert
7.00 p.m. at the Salvation Army Citadel
in The Grove, Gravesend

Ecumenical Pre-Advent Service
at Holy Family Church,
Palmer Avenue at 4.00 p.m. on 25 November
November 30 at 11.00 a.m.

Service for St Andrews Tide
at St Andrews Arts Centre, Pier Road, Gravesend
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Gravesend Historical Society
Footpaths Committee
All are welcome to join us as we explore our landscape, local history and
folklore in the company of interesting people. Please note that these walks
are steep in places, have stiles and uneven surfaces, please dress and act
appropriately.

Thursday 27th December 2012: Circular guided historical walk
from Chalk Church to Shorne
Meet: 10am at Chalk Church, Church Lane, Chalk DA12 2NL
(Refreshments available afterwards)
Guide: Christoph Bull 01474 320156

Donations welcome

Small charge for refreshments Plenty of car parking at
Chalk Church
The Winter Warmer walk is a well established annual event allowing everyone to walk off the
Christmas experience and to enjoy the history and folklore of their local area in the company of
local historian Christoph Bull.
Please remember that all walkers are responsible for their own health and safety – and that of
their children and dogs.

Christ Church, Old road East, Gravesend

Currently has a vacancy for a dedicated

HALL MANAGER
and

CARETAKER
For details of the above please speak to
A Churchwarden, Vicar or Joan Bennett
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL
October, November, December-it will soon be Christmas! What can I give for
Christmas this year? The best present of all- A SMILE.
Fill a shoebox with everyday items (shampoo, soap, brush and comb socks) and
the people receiving this gift will certainly smile. It is time to collect your leaflet
telling you about the Blythswood Care Box Appeal 2012.
Boxes filled with essential items will be delivered in time for Christmas but must
be completed and back in church by SUNDAY NOVEMBER 18th. Boxes are
delivered to countries like Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, India, Serbia, Moldavia,
Romania, and the Ukraine where the things we take for granted are luxuries.
Pick up a leaflet- fill an average size shoe box- by yourself , with a friend, or as a
group but PLEASE do at least one. Give a smile for Christmas this year- Get your
leaflet NOW! Thank you.
If you need further information speak to Veronica 01474 534857

PLEASE HELP
Information, leaflets and some boxes are
available in church now

You could Join
the

Autumn
Concert
At Christ Church
Tuesday 13 November
at 7.00 pm
Refreshments available afterwards
Tickets £3 for adults
(children FREE)
Tickets from Box office
01474 534517

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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The successful new youth
choir in Gravesend
We meet weekly for
Rehearsals
at Christ Church
Tuesday evenings
6.30 pm to 7.30 pm
November 2012

Monthly
WORKING PARTY
‘In order to save on expensive cleaning and maintenance, we hold a monthly
working party on a Saturday morning starting at 09.30.
Together we clean and tidy the church, do a bit of necessary DIY or gardening, have a coffee and often some home-made goodies – and finish by about
11.30.
We are enormously grateful to the few loyal helpers who turn up month after
month – but we desperately need a few more.
Please consider putting the dates into your diary and coming along. All are
welcome – if you can do basic DIY please let us know in advance so that the
churchwardens can plan jobs in advance.
Working party is almost always on the 2nd Saturday of each month…
NOTE the next one will be on 3 November 2012.
See you there,

We are planning a
in the church from
Saturday 8th—Sunday 16th December.
Groups and charities will be decorating the
trees for us to come and enjoy.
All the money raised will be given to our
chosen charities for this year.
We will be looking for volunteers to act
as stewards and also to help with
refreshments.
So please put these dates in your diaries
and also tell your friends and family.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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A Churches Together and
RCCG Life Start Connections Initiative
Please, if you can, help local people in crises by buying items from
the list below and leaving them on the table at the back of the
church
UHT or powdered Milk, 500g sugar, catons of fruit juice, pasta sauces,
tinned sponge pudding, tinned tomatoes, cereals, tinned rice pudding,
instant mash potato, tinned meat, tinned fish, jam, biscuits, snack bars,
rice, tea, coffee (small Jars), chocolate, toiletries, toilet rolls (two or four
packs)

FIRST STEPS
Is a service especially designed for families with pre-school children, although
all children in the family are welcome to come.
We meet in the church at 1.45 pm on the second Wednesday in each month
for a short service and then to enjoy a chat over a cup of tea.
We are finished in plenty of time for parents to meet their other children from
school.
Why not come along with your children, you will be very welcome.
Next date is Wednesday 14 November

Have you had a look on the
Traidcraft table recently?
We have some new items for sale. You might see
something that takes your fancy.
If there is something you would like to try but is not
on the table have a word with John Hill.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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invite you to their fortnightly services for

older people,
people with disabilities,
those with Alzheimer‛s & dementia,
and their carers.

Forgetmenot Singing
will be at Christ Church Hall,
Old Road East, Gravesend
2nd & 4th Thursdays in the month

2 – 3.30pm

14 and 28 November
Sessions will last 1½ hours
and will begin with free refreshments and a social time then

Forgetmenot Singing
£2.50 per person attending

Phone 07582451470
Forgetmenot Support Services C.I.C. registered number 7703968
e-mail info@forgetmenot-services.co.uk www.forgetmenot-services.co.uk

100 GEMS still shining brightly
GEMS is celebrating its centenary this
year and is pleased to return to the
Woodville Theatre to present their
production of Mack and Mabel. For
those who don't know the musical and

are old enough, the music was used by
Torvill and Dean in one of their medal
winning ice dancing pieces many years
ago and includes "I won't send roses".
See page 21

3rd November 10am-12 30pm

Coffee and Crafts
in Shorne Village Hall
Admission free
Knitting, crochet and craft stalls
Proceeds to Shorne Parish Church and Hands
of Compassion

Macmillan Coffee Morning
31st October
10.30-11 45 in Christ Church
Hall
Refreshments, raffle, bring and buy

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Advance notice of
Christmas Services
Sunday 2 December

4.00 p.m.– Christingle Service
Sunday 9 December

4.00 p.m. – Ellenor Lights of
Love Service
Sunday 16 December

6.30 p.m. – Service of
Lessons and Carols
and conclusion of Christmas Tree Festival.
Monday 24 December

4.00 p.m.–Crib service
11.30 p.m. – Midnight
Mass
Holy Communion for

Christmas Day
at 8.00 am and at 10.00 am.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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CHRIST CHURCH
Service for Remembrance
Sunday on 11 November, at
10.00 a.m. Including a minutes
silence at 11.00 a.m.
Also

Service for the Bereaved
Sunday 11 November at 4 p.m.
a special service for any who have lost a loved one at
any time… let Sue Brewer know in advance if you would
like the name of a loved one read out at this service.

THE MUSTARD SEED
THE Mustard Seed aims to provide an informal and friendly tea at 3.00 pm
on the third Thursday of every month in Christ Church hall.
It is a new venture that offers the opportunity to meet new friends and
reminisce about old times.
The Mustard Seed, as the parable says (Mark4; 3-32) is very small - like
dust - but has the potential to develop into one of the largest plants.
Please join us as we plant the Mustard Seed and assist to make it flourish.
Who knows what may happen!
The launch of the first Mustard Seed took place in May, and the next
gathering will be on Thursday 15 November. You are so welcome.
For further details please contact any member of the pastoral care
team. Pastoral assistants Pam Kilby, Colin Parsonson, Jasmine
Humphries or Curate Jo Drew

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Highlights this month !

Saturday 10 Winter Fayre 10.30 am
r
e
b Tuesday 13 Autumn Concert 19.00
m
e
v
No
Wednesday 21 Hanukkah Starting
19.30 in the church

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

18

16.00 Choral
Evensong

25
Christ Church
Dedication
08.00 Service
Service
08.00
Service
10.00 Service
10.00 Service
16.00 service at
Holy Family

6 07.00 Service

13 07.00 Service 20 07.00 Service 27 07.00 Service

08.00 Service

Rememberance
Sunday

10.00 All age
Service

08.00 Service
10.00 Service

16.00 Service
for the
Bereaved
5
12
19
26
08.00 Service
08.00 Service 08.00 Service 08.00 Service
16.45 Service
16.45 Service 16.45 Service 16.45 Service
Brownies
Brownies
Brownies
Brownies
16.45 Service
Cubs
16.30
Semiquavers

16.45 Service
Cubs
Semiquavers
Concert

16.45 Service
Cubs
16.30
Semiquavers

16.45 Service
Cubs
16.30
Semiquavers

14
21
28
10.00 service
10.00 service
16.45 Service 10.00 service
16.45 Service 13.45 First Steps
Guides
Guides
19:30
16.45 Service
16.45 Service
20.00 Mothers’
Hanukkah
Guides
Guides
Union

7
Wednesday

11

4

10.00 service

15 07.00 Service
8
1
Thursday 07.00 Service 07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Choir Practice
16.45 Service 16.45 Service
Choir Practice Choir Practice 15.00 Mustard
Seed
Brownies
Brownies
Brownies
Beavers
Beavers
Beavers
2
16
9
Parent
13.15
13.15 Parent
13.15 Parent
Friday
and Toddlers
and
Toddlers
and Toddlers
16.45 Service 16.45 Service
16.45 Service
18.30 Office
18.30 Office
18.30 Office
Scouts
Hours
Hours
19.30 Holy
Scouts
Scouts
Communion
10
Saturday 3
17
08.00 Service
08.00 Service 08.00 Service
10.30 Winter
9.30 Working
Fayre
Party
Christ Church Parish Magazine
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22
29
07.00 Service 07.00 Service
16.45 Service 16.45 Service
Choir Practice Choir Practice
Brownies
Brownies
Beavers
Beavers
23
30
13.15 Parent 13.15 Parent
and Toddlers and Toddlers
16.45 Service 16.45 Service
18.30 Office
18.30 Office
Hours
Hours
Scouts
Scouts
24
08.00 Service

November 2012

Sunday Services
8.00 am Holy Communion (said)
10.00 am Communion with crèche & God’s Gang
On the 2nd Sunday

All-Age service

Evening Service - see inside magazine for
details.
Weekday Services
Holy Communion (said)
Monday and Saturday 8am.
Tuesday & Thursday 7.00am.
Wednesday 10.00am
Registered Charity no. 1130741

For further information
Contact
The Church Wardens

Friday

Office hours
6:30 pm until 7:30 pm

Regular activities and youth organisations
There are a wide variety of clubs for you:Daily
Christ Church Pre-school (2½ upwards)
Monday
Music Group; Brownies
Tuesday
Cubs and Semiquavers
Wednesday Guides; Mothers Union (1st Wednesday)
First Steps (under 5’s and carers) 2nd Wednesday 1.45pm
Ifield Ladies (every third Wednesday)
Thursday
Beavers/Brownies; Choir Practice:
3.00 p.m.
Mustard Seed (every third)
2 - 3.30
Forgetmenot Singing 2nd & 4th Thurs afternoon
Friday
Scouts; Parent and Toddler
Saturday
Working Party (9.30 a.m. every second)
Christ Church Parish Magazine
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Christ Church Echo Square

Christmas Tree
Festival
From Saturday 8th December
to Sunday 16th December
The church will look beautiful with 20 Christmas trees all
aglow with lights and decorations.
The church will be open to the public on

Saturday 8th December from 10 am- 4 pm
Sunday 9th December from 11.30 am - 2.30 pm
Monday 10th to Friday 14th from 12 pm - 4 pm
Saturday 15th from 10 am—4pm
Sunday 16th from 11.30 am—4 pm
All money given in the church will go to our chosen
charities for this year.
On Saturday 8th there will be a table sale in the hall
when those who have decorated the trees will have
the opportunity to raise some funds for their own
charities/groups
Please come and bring your
family and friends to what will
be a spectacular display of
Christmas trees.

