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People at Christ Church - A PERSONAL PROFILE

Sheila Brown
Reader
Sheila has worshipped at ChristChurch since moving to
Gravesend in 1978. She went to Whitelands College and
then taught in Primary schools in Surrey, with the British
Forces Education service in Germany where she met and
married Ian, then in Berkshire, Northamptonshire,
Leicestershire and then Kent. She trained with Rosemary
Austin, was admitted as a Reader in Rochester Cathedral
and licensed to ChristChurch in 1999.
Sheila and Ian have two children and are the proud
grandparents of Rawinia and Daisy, Gaia and Hayden.
Sheila retired from teaching as Assistant Head in August 2007: perfect timing for
grandparenting duties!
As a member of the PCC, Sheila helps with bazaars and fetes, the music group and
God's Gang on a Sunday morning. She is a baptism visitor, takes Home Communions,
and helps with confirmation preparation and Children to be admitted to Holy
Communion. She is a member of The Mothers' union, loves gardening (though her
garden might not make this immediately obvious!), visiting especially RHS gardens,
enjoys all kinds of music, especially choral, and when she makes time, sewing.
Christ Church, Old road East, Gravesend

Currently has a vacancy for a dedicated

HALL MANAGER
and

CARETAKER
For details of the above please speak to
A Churchwarden, Vicar or Joan Bennett
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FAIRTRADE
LUNCHSTOP
Sandwiches, Toasted sandwiches,
Homemade cakes, Fresh fruit, Snack bars,
Fruit juices, Hot chocolate, Tea, Fresh filter
coffee

View our FAIRTRADE Goods stands
The cost of your lunch will what you consider to be a
“Fair” price for what you eat

Come and enjoy a Fairtrade Lunch at

EMMANUAL BAPTIST
CHURCH
WINDMILL ST. GRAVESEND
19 OCTOBER AND 14 DECEMBER
12 noon to 2.00 p.m.
All donations will be shared between Tearfund and Tradecraft
Fairtrade Lunchstop is very grateful to the many Supermarkets and
local & national organisations for their generous donations

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Christ Church Hall
SPRING CLEAN
I want to add my thanks to those already expressed in the notices, to
the hard working and dedicated team who ensured that the church hall
had a good spring clean once again.
Apart from Ann Leonard’s delightful grand-daughter and the vicar, the
workers were nearly all of the age when work of that kind ought to to
be coming a thing of the past.
The day before the cleaning was to take place, the daylight’s reading
for the day had as its theme “Servant Kingdom” and there was a
sentence in it which said”the church is called to be a community with
its sleeves rolled up ready for service even when the service is menial
and messy”.
So thank you to all who did just that - we rolled up our sleeves and got
on with the menial and the messy.
Joan Bennett

200 Club winners
July 2012

August 2012

1st - Derek Buss

1st - Rita Smith

2nd - Daphne Parsonson

2nd - Peter Chittenden

3rd - Jeremy Brewer

3rd - Martin Sewell

Sunday Morning Coffee Rota
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week

5
6
7
8
9

07 Oct
14 Oct
21 Oct
28 Oct
04 Nov

Barbara Bunyan, Audrey Price, Mary Sergeant
Jasmine Humphries, Steve Humphries
Joan Bennett, Bob Bennett, David Williams
Colin Parsonson, Linda Parsonson, Anne Thrush
Jerry Higgins, Sally Higgins, Ann Lennard

Maureen Fittill
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Through the kitchen door
A favourite vegetarian meal/side dish with a rarely used ingredient

Melanzane alla Parmigiana
Ingredients
·
olive oil
·
2 garlic cloves , thinly sliced
·
2 x 400g tins chopped tomatoes
·

1 cinnamon stick

·
·
·

1 small bunch basil , shredded
3 medium aubergines
2 balls mozzarella , sliced

·
a handful grated Parmesan
Method
1. Heat the oven to 180C/fan 160C/gas 4. Heat 2 tbsp oil
in a pan, add the garlic and gently sizzle for 2 minutes.
Add the tomatoes and cinnamon and simmer for 15
minutes until thickened. Stir in the basil and season.
2. Slice the aubergines lengthways about 1/2cm thick.
Brush both sides with oil, season and griddle (chargrill),
turning a few times until completely tender (you could
also do this in a non-stick frying pan). It's important to
get the aubergine as tender as possible, so give it time.
3. Remove the cinnamon stick and put a few spoonfuls of
the sauce in the bottom of an ovenproof dish. Cover
with the aubergine and mozzarella then repeat, ending
with a thin layer of sauce (you'll have roughly 3-4
layers). Sprinkle with Parmesan and bake for 30-40
minutes until bubbling and golden.
If you have a favourite recipe you would like to share with
members of the congregation
then send it to the editor or
put on clip in vestry

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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APPEAL FOR PRAYER PASTORS
to support STREET PASTORS
A new Rota has been prepared for the prayer teams from September to
January 2013. I am appealing for anyone who would consider undertaking
this essential support for the Street Pastor Teams when on duty on Friday or
Saturday nights. I particularly need both male and female prayer pastors to
pray at the Methodist Church base from 10pm to approx 2.30am on a four
weekly rota and some support is given with prayer resources, as well as
welcoming extempore prayer. Home ‘prayer warriors’ are also welcomed.
Becoming a Prayer Pastor is a very positive experience, as it offers the chance
to meet with the Street Pastors at first hand, hear of their experiences and
offer prayerful support. There is the opportunity to focus together in prayer
for the safety of the team and for our town and its issues, at regular times
throughout the evening, with other like-minded people, keen to build the
kingdom of God. In between prayer times, people can mix with other
denominations and learn about other ways of working, having the chance to
socialise and even to cook bacon and sausages to feed the hungry Street
Pastors mid shift, as well as joining the feast!
If you are not able to commit to a four weekly rota I would welcome the names
and contact details of anyone who would be prepared to stand in on a ‘one-off’
emergency basis. Without this prayer support the teams are unable to
go out to serve in the town centre.
Please give participation in this vital ministry your prayerful consideration.
Helen Martin
Prayer Administrator to the Street Pastors
helstan@tiscali.co.uk or telephone 01474 568498

Some people find it useful to have a set portion of the Bible to read each day.
The Bible Reading Fellowship have a booklet called “New Daylight” which sets
out a short Bible reading and explanatory notes. These booklets are priced at
£3.90 (they do go up each year) for a four month period.
If you would like to try one of these booklets please let Julie Hill know.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Scrap book from the Olympics, a
great day had by all

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FIRST STEPS
12th September 2012
It’s that day again and our naughty little sheep is looking out of the
window to see what the weather is like. At the moment the sun is
shining and there is a lovely blue sky, but he’s anxious that it will rain
later and no one will come to our First Steps service. He’s a bit of a
worrier!
The sun is still shining as we walk up to church with a crowd of his
friends; back to our usual routine after last month’s Teddy Bears’
Picnic. Once in church they all rush off to hide while Linda and I get
everything ready. Then gradually Mums (and one Dad) and children
come in to join us. Oh, what a lovely crowd! It’s Billy’s last day with
us today, because he’s starting at Big School. We will miss him and
his Mum Helen and I know that our naughty little sheep will be sad
but we hope to see them at our other family services.
Today we are talking about Noah and his ark so the children rush
off to find those hiding animals so that they can hear the story, too.
When everyone is sitting comfortably our story begins. It makes us
sad to think that people could be so wicked that God would punish
them by sending a flood but Noah is a good man and God tells him to
build a great big ark so that he and his family can be saved from the
waters along with two of every creature. Small figures of people and
animals are put into the little ark, sitting on our altar and we thank
God for saving Noah, his family and the creatures. When we see a
rainbow we will always be reminded of the promise that God made to
Noah when they were back on dry land. We sing, “Here come the
frogs” because surely there were frogs on the ark and “Creepy crawly
caterpillar” and “Mother Hen” because they must have been there,
too! And we thank God for all His marvellous creatures, for our
beautiful world and for His gift of life.
Then with our story told, our songs sung and our prayers said our
little service is over. Off we go into the hall for a cuppa, playtime and
chat. It is so nice to see everyone and to spend precious time
together. Our naughty little sheep (found by Elijah, balancing up on
the pulpit!) is hoping to see everyone again at our next First Steps
service on the 10th October. And so am I!
God Bless

Christ Church Parish Magazine

Rosemary Austin.

Page 9

October 2012

Kent GPs take family medicine to India
TWO Kent GPs are helping Indian doctors to change the face of family medicine
in their country by delivering the first GP postgraduate qualification.
Dr Peter Le Feuvre, and his wife Dr Sarah Montgomery, both Senior Clinical
Advisers at NHS Kent and Medway, have taken time out of
their Shepway practices to deliver a family medicine diploma training
programme. It has been designed by Christian Medical College and Hospital
in Vellore, south India.
India has no national system of general practice and it is hoped the two-year
distance learning course will help train doctors in quality family medicine and
begin to bring about a change in how the speciality is viewed.
Dr Le Feuvre, a GP at Hawkinge and Elham Valley Practice, said: “We take
for granted we have the finest system of general practice in the world. Most of
us trust and respect our GPs, but it’s not always the same in India.
“If you are poor, you will be treated in a rural Government clinic by a doctor
who has only the basic medical qualification. You may have walked many miles
to a clinic which may have no water or electricity and the pharmacy may not
have the medicines you need.
“Anyone who has an illness and little money will pay or borrow money to go to
see a specialist because they often do not have confidence or respect for their
local doctor, even for a minor ailment. They will pay to see a specialist which
risks having to pay for unnecessary tests and operations.
“The worst I have seen is a woman who was having irregular periods. She had
no internal investigations or tests, but was told she had cancer and it cost
her thousands of rupees to have a hysterectomy.
“It is rare to find co-ordinated care, preventive medicine, regular blood pressure
checks and most people have no relationship with their local doctor.
"These doctors have the technical skills but it’s about putting them into practice.
It’s back to care and compassion – and that’s what the people on our course
are motivated by. Hopefully the course will change attitudes to family medicine
so it starts to be regarded as a specialty in its own right.”
While candidates study most of the course through distance learning, on three
occasions in their two year programme, they must come together for a 10 day
face-to-face teaching programme in one of 10 Indian cities. Peter and Sarah
were with candidates in Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh in February and Cochin,
Kerala in July.
Dr Le Feuvre said: “We focus on work around clinical decisions, and the
importance of evidence-based medicine, including the latest NICE guidance.
“The doctors are accustomed to traditional teaching methods which tend to be
passive, so we do a lot of role play work so they can put new skills into action,
for example, how to break bad news.We also debate ethical principles.
Contiued on next page
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Medicine to India continued from previous page
“While they face very different conditions to us – patient poverty, a lack of
drugs and investigations or tests being available – the middle class is growing
and the rich Indian food means many are overweight. So, with a growing
diabetes epidemic, some of the work is around how to manage diabetes and
hypertension.
“It’s just Sarah and I who deliver the course alongside a local coordinator to
around 15 doctors, but every afternoon we have a telelink to Vellore and
connect with around 150 to 200 doctors across India to share skills, which is
fantastic.”
The couple, who also worked in Tunisia for four years and with asylum seekers
in east Kent for almost a decade, are hoping to work for the World Health
Organisation to set up a system of family medicine in Iraq.
In 1990 they set up a charity to support a centre for 150 handicapped children
in one of the poorest parts of Andhra Pradesh, a southern India state.
Dr Le Feuvre added: “We will return to India in November The centre is an
amazing place. The children, who are usually those of landless daily labourers,
are incredibly resilient and help each other. Polio has been eradicated but
there are a lot of children with deafness, learning difficulties and cerebral
palsy.
“This work certainly keeps us grounded.”

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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CHRISTMAS
SHOEBOX APPEAL
October marks the start of 2012 Blythswood Care shoe box appeal- it’s
surprising how quickly it comes round! Have you got your average size
shoe box ready?
Have you started collecting the basic items to go in a box-soap,
toothbrush/ paste, comb, brush?
Mothers’ Union members have been knitting teddies this year and we
hope some of these will go into appropriate boxes. If you would like to
include one please ask a MU member, or you might like to knit one
yourself the pattern and examples are on the MU table.
Remember all the boxes we provide go to someone in need but by filling
a box with simple gifts you can bring joy and laughter to someone this
Christmas.

PLEASE HELP
Information, leaflets and some boxes will
be available in church from October 14th

HARVEST WEEKEND
Saturday 13th October
from 2.00 pm- 5.00 pm
Afternoon of Harvest activities for families
Followed by a bring your own picnic tea.

Sunday 14th October
at

10.00 am Festival Harvest Service
for the whole family. You are invited to bring harvest gifts to be
donated to 'Women' Aid, a refuge for mothers and children
On Sunday at 6.00 pm Festal Evensong
followed by Harvest Supper and entertainment.
Tickets £5.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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The organisation ‘Jews for Jesus’ will be coming to Christ Church for 3 Wednesday
evenings this Autumn, to relate 3 major Jewish festivals to our understanding of our
Christian faith. Each evening will be visual and will start at 7.30 p.m. all are
welcome – there is no charge, but ‘Jews for Jesus’ will have a collection plate at
each session. All sessions are ‘stand alone’ - feel free to come to one
or to all.

Y’shua and the Harvest
Wednesday 24th October 2012
7.30 p.m at Christ Church
The "Y'shua and the Harvest" message focuses on the link between Jesus, the Old
Testament and the harvest. Our missionaries explain the purpose of the Jewish
Autumn holidays or feasts from the Old Testament and the purpose of these
celebrations both then and now. They then show how the coming of Jesus fulfilled
these feasts and gave them a larger meaning. This is an excellent teaching on the
relationship of the Old and New Testaments, Jesus and the harvest.

Hanukkah
Wednesday 12th December 2012
7.30 p.m at Christ Church
"I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but
shall have the light of life." - John 8:12
Birthed out of the tumultuous Inter-Testamental Period, Hanukkah is a key celebration in the Jewish tradition. For many Christians, this near-Christmas, Jewish holiday
carries a darkness of ignorance. Allow Jews for Jesus the opportunity to shed some
light on the Festival of Lights. Discover the roots of Hanukkah, its current significance to the Jewish people, and what believers can learn from it today. More than a
simple historical lesson, this message is also a call to purity and stresses the
importance of letting "your light shine before men" (Matt:5:16

Over 50's Forum
at the Woodville Halls, 30 October 10 am - 2 pm
Speakers, buffet lunch.
Places MUST be pre-booked by telephoning Jackie Denton 01474 337725
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Pictured below are the clergy of Christ Church on the
occasion of the Ordination of Jo Drew, 8 September 2012
Left to right, Sue Brewer, Jo Drew, Jacqueline Littlewood

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Pictured below is Her Worshipful The Mayor of
Gravesham, Councillor Lyn Milner with members of
the Royal British Legion , members of the Merchant
Navy Association and members of the public at the
Merchant Navy Day Service held at Bawley Bay on
September 3

We are planning a
in the church from
Saturday 8th—Sunday 16th December.
Groups and charities will be decorating the
trees for us to come and enjoy.
All the money raised will be given to our
chosen charities for this year.
We will be looking for volunteers to act
as stewards and also to help with
refreshments.
So please put these dates in your diaries
and also tell your friends and family.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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26th October 2012
launch of the

Royal Britsish Legion
Poppy Appeal
Remember to wear your poppy with pride

FIRST STEPS
Is a service especially designed for families with pre-school children, although
all children in the family are welcome to come.
We meet in the church at 1.45 pm on the second Wednesday in each month
for a short service and then to enjoy a chat over a cup of tea.
We are finished in plenty of time for parents to meet their other children from
school.
Why not come along with your children, you will be very welcome.
Next date is Wednesday 10 October

Have you had a look on the
Traidcraft table recently?
We have some new items for sale. You might see
something that takes your fancy.
If there is something you would like to try but is not
on the table have a word with John Hill.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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invite you to their fortnightly services for

older people,
people with disabilities,
those with Alzheimer‛s & dementia,
and their carers.

Forgetmenot Singing
will be at Christ Church Hall,
Old Road East, Gravesend
2nd & 4th Thursdays in the month

2 – 3.30pm

11 October and 25 October
Sessions will last 1½ hours
and will begin with free refreshments and a social time then

Forgetmenot Singing
£2.50 per person attending

Phone 07582451470
Forgetmenot Support Services C.I.C. registered number 7703968
e-mail info@forgetmenot-services.co.uk www.forgetmenot-services.co.uk

Craft Fair
SATURDAY 6th October
at Denholme Methodist Church
This is to help raise funds for Street Pastors

3rd November 10am-12 30pm

Coffee and Crafts
in Shorne Village Hall
Admission free
Knitting, crochet and craft stalls
Proceeds to Shorne Parish Church and Hands of
Compassion

Macmillan Coffee Morning
31st October
10.30-11 45 in Christ Church
Hall
Refreshments, raffle, bring and buy
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Advance notice of
Christmas Services
Sunday 2nd December

4pm – Christingle Service
Sunday 9th December

4pm – Ellenor Lights of Love
Service
Sunday 16th December

6.30pm – Service of Lessons
and Carols
and conclusion of Christmas Tree Festival.
Monday 24th December

4pm – Crib service
11.30pm – Midnight Mass
Holy Communion for

Christmas Day
at 8am and at 10am.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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CHRIST CHURCH
Service for Remembrance
Sunday on 11 November, at
10.00 a.m. Including a minutes
silence at 11.00 a.m.
Also

Service for the Bereaved
Sunday 11 November at 4 p.m.
a special service for any who have lost a loved one at
any time… let Sue Brewer know in advance if you would
like the name of a loved one read out at this service.

THE MUSTARD SEED
THE Mustard Seed aims to provide an informal and friendly tea at 3.00 pm
on the third Thursday of every month in Christ Church hall.
It is a new venture that offers the opportunity to meet new friends and
reminisce about old times.
The Mustard Seed, as the parable says (Mark4; 3-32) is very small - like
dust - but has the potential to develop into one of the largest plants.
Please join us as we plant the Mustard Seed and assist to make it flourish.
Who knows what may happen!
The launch of the first Mustard Seed took place in May, and the next
gathering will be on Thursday 18 October You are so welcome.
For further details please contact any member of the pastoral care
team. Pastoral assistants Pam Kilby, Colin Parsonson, Jasmine
Humphries or Curate Jo Drew

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Highlights this month !

r
e
b
o
Oct

Saturday 13 Harvest Family Fun Day
Sunday 14 Harvest Supper
Wednesday 24 Y'shua and the Harvest
Starting 19.30 in the church
14

7

Sunday

08.00 Service
10.00 Service

Monday

Tuesday

21

28

08.00 Service 08.00 Service 08.00 Service
10.00 Service
08:30 Christian
19:15
10.00 Service Aid Breakfast
Harvest Supper
18.30 Choral
10.00 Service
Evensong

8
1
15
22
29
08.00 Service 08.00 Service
08.00 Service 08.00 Service 08.00 Service
16.45 Service 16.45 Service
16.45 Service 16.45 Service 16.45 Service
Brownies
Brownies
Brownies
Brownies
Brownies
2 07.00 Service

9 07.00 Service

16.45 Service
Cubs
16.30
Semiquavers

16.45 Service
Cubs
16.30
Semiquavers

16 07.00 Service 23 07.00 Service 30 07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Cubs
16.30
Semiquavers

17
10
10.00 service
10.00 service
Wednesday 10.00 service
13.45
First
16.45 Service
Steps
Guides
16.45 Service
Mothers
Guides
16.45 Service
Union
Guides
18 07.00 Service
11
4
Thursday 07.00 Service 07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Choir Practice
16.45 Service 16.45 Service
Choir Practice Choir Practice 15.00 Mustard
Seed
Brownies
Brownies
Brownies
Beavers
Beavers
Beavers
5
19
12
Parent
13.15
13.15 Parent
13.15 Parent
Friday
and Toddlers
and
Toddlers
and Toddlers
16.45 Service 16.45 Service
16.45 Service
18.30 Office
18.30 Office
18.30 Office
Hours
Hours
Hours
Scouts
Scouts
Scouts
3

16.45 Service
Cubs
16.30
Semiquavers

16.45 Service
Cubs
16.30
Semiquavers

24
10.00 service
16.45 Service
Guides
19:30
Y'shua and the
Harvest
25
07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Choir Practice
Brownies
Beavers
26
13.15 Parent
and Toddlers
16.45 Service
18.30 Office
Hours
Scouts

Saturday 6

13 08.00 Service 20
27
9.30 Work Party 08.00 Service 08.00 Service
19:30 Cheese
08.00 Service 14:00 Harvest
and Wine
Family Fun Day
Tasting

Christ Church Parish Magazine
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Sunday Services
8.00 am Holy Communion (said)
10.00 am Communion with crèche & God’s Gang
On the 2nd Sunday

All-Age service

Evening Service - see inside magazine for
details.
Weekday Services
Holy Communion (said)
Monday and Saturday 8am.
Tuesday & Thursday 7.00am.
Wednesday 10.00am
Registered Charity no. 1130741

For further information
Contact
The Church Wardens

Friday

Office hours
6:30 pm until 7:30 pm

Regular activities and youth organisations
There are a wide variety of clubs for you:Daily
Christ Church Pre-school (2½ upwards)
Monday
Music Group; Brownies
Tuesday
Cubs and Semiquavers
Wednesday Guides; Mothers Union (1st Wednesday)
First Steps (under 5’s and carers) 2nd Wednesday 1.45pm
Ifield Ladies (every third Wednesday)
Thursday
Beavers/Brownies; Choir Practice:
3.00 p.m.
Mustard Seed (every third)
2 - 3.30
Forgetmenot Singing 2nd & 4th Thurs afternoon
Friday
Scouts; Parent and Toddler
Saturday
Working Party (9.30 a.m. every second)
Christ Church Parish Magazine

Page 23

October 2012

Christ Church Echo Square

Christmas Tree
Festival
From Saturday 8th December
to Sunday 16th December

Come and see 20 beautifully
decorated Christmas trees
and learn more about
the real story of
Christmas
In support of the Christ Church charities for this
year – Ellenor Lions Hospice; Mission to Seafarers;
Mercy Ships Shelter Box; Christian Aid and small
local charities.

Vevev
or

For further details, please contact
Veronica Read on 01474534857
Sheila Knight on 01474 564234

