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talk through possibilities.
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People at Christ Church - A PERSONAL PROFILE

Julie Hill
I have been worshipping at Christ Church for
over 40 years. I am PCC secretary, I work in
the office and I edit the weekly news sheet. I
am also a member of The Mother's Union.
I enjoy spending time with my family and
friends. I also like gardening, reading, and
crossword puzzles.
This brief profile reflects the unassuming
nature of Julie. There are many tasks that she
undertakes whilst quietly getting on with the
day to day jobs that help to keep our church
ticking over as smoothly as it does. ( Ed)

STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS -

If you are one of the near 8000 parishioners that missed the Church annual
general meeting last Sunday then you will need to know that after seven
years in office as church warden, Christine Sewell has decided to take a
well deserved break.
After thanking Christine for all of the hours and dedication that she had put
into the position, the chairman (Sue Brewer) move on to the first item on
the agenda which was to accept the nominations for church warden for the
coming twelve months, 2012 - 2013.
There were just the two persons nominated, Ian Brown, who took office
in 2011 and Jan Osborne. After a brief discussion, there being no other
nominations the parishioners present were ask to vote and both candidates
were elected unanimously.
Those present congratulated the pair and wished them well for the year
ahead.
For those of you that do not know Jan Osborne a brief profile and
photograph will appear in the next edition of the church magazine, but in
the meantime her contact details are are included in the Who’s Who list
on page two of this edition.

PRESS - STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS - STOP

STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS - STOP

PRESS - STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS
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Raffle and Bring and Buy Table.
We hope you will support this Coffee Morning but if you are
unable to come perhaps you could donate a small raffle
prize or an item for the bring and buy table.
Also

If you haven’t been to breakfast before you don’t know what
you’re missing—why not give it a try.
It is a good opportunity to meet others and chat.
If you hope to come will you please sign on the list at the
back of the church so we know how many we are catering
for.
Hope to see you there.
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HOLY BAPTISM
26th February

Emilia Rose McKay
Riley Shaw
Lisamarie Lee
Samson Rawlings

4th March

Matthew Christopher Parmenter
Lisa Parmenter
Ruby-Maddison Parmenter
Ellie-Louise Parmenter
Summer Louise Hartley

25th March

Tyrese Taylor
Tobias Martin Henry
Libby Ruth Smith
Holly Rose Smith
Daisy May Beckett

1st April

Eddie Arthur Felton-Mieldon
Charlotte Ava Johnson
Jay William Bradbrook
Lily Anne Bellars

HOLY MATRIMONY
10th March
14th April

Lee Anthony White and Nicola Amy Underwood
Curt Brian Davies and Stephanie Lauren Glew

REST IN PEACE
19th January
21st January
1st February
3rd February
14th March
18th March
26th March

Carol Richardson
Reginald Miller
Olivia Cook
Marie Andrews
Winifred Hancock
Edward Rashbrook
Elsie Liell

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

Page 5

May 2012

Through the kitchen door
Early spring bank holiday, closely followed by the Queen’s Jubilee
week-end, we need to think of something that could do for both
and give the cook time to join in the celebrations!

Lamb and Potato Hotpot
(Serves four)
Ingredients
· 8 lamb chops, trimmed of the fat
· 450 grm Potato thinly sliced (about 3mm)
· 1 good size onion finely chopped
· 2 or 3 Carrots thinly sliced (about 3mm)
· 1 pack of Parsley chopped
· 650 ml lamb, chicken or vegetable stock
· Butter
Method
1. Heat the oven to 180C / fan 160C / gas 4.
2. Trim any excess fat off the chops then brown them really well in
a little oil. Set aside and fry the onions until tender.
3. Layer the lamb, onions, potatoes and carrots in a large
casserole, sprinkling parsley and seasoning as you go, saving
enough potato to finish with a thin layer on top. Pour in the
stock and dot the top with butter. Cover and cook for 1 hour.
4. Take off the lid and cook for a further 30 minutes until the top is
crisp and golden.
Cost? With new season spring lamb in the shops you shouldn’t
spend a fortune.
If you have a recipe that you wish to share, please e-mail to:
ccgravesend.mag10@yahoo.co.uk
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Clergy Appointments
15th April 2012
Parish of St Aidan, Gravesend
‘The Bishop of Rochester (as patron) is pleased to announce the appointment
of the Reverend Lusa Nsenga-Ngoy as Vicar of St Aidan, Gravesend. Lusa is
at present assistant curate of All Saints, Staplehurst, in the diocese of
Canterbury. Bishop James will be delighted to welcome Lusa into the diocese
and a date is being sought for the collation.
Please pray for Lusa, and his wife Mirjam, as they prepare for this new phase
in his ministry’.
Parish of Holy Family, Gravesend
‘Ther Bishop of Rochester is pleased to announce the appointment of the
Reverend Richard Martin as the next priest-in-Charge of Gravesend Holy
Family with Ifield. This is subject to normal procedures. Richard will be
licensed in early September.
Please keep Richard and Gill in your prayers as they prepare for the next stage in
Richard’s ministry’.

Bird Boxes
Can you spot the nesting boxes placed around the church grounds?
3 boxes have been made by year 3 pupils at St. Josephs School; the
others have been placed by Christ Church Pre-school.
Keep an eye on the boxes and see if any birds accept the invitation to
set up home.
Ian brown

Sunday Morning Coffee Rota
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week

6
7
8
9
10

29 Apr
6 May
13 May
20 May
27 May

Sylvia Brown, Jasmine Humphries, Steve Humphries
Joan Bennett, Bob Bennett, David Williams
Colin Parsonson, Linda Parsonson, Anne Thrush
Jerry Higgins, Sally Higgins, Ann Lennard
Pauline Marks, Margot Edwards, Angela Kirby

Maureen Fittill
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Lady Day 2012
Christ Church Mothers' Union celebrated Lady Day, 25th March when the
Annunciation of Mary (the angel coming to tell her she was to have Jesus) is
remembered, on the following Monday with a Communion service in church
during which we were very please to welcome Jan Osborne as our newest
member. She was admitted by Priest Jacqueline during the service and we
celebrated afterwards with coffee and hot sausage rolls in the cafe at Echo
Square!
You can find out more about us by looking at the Mothers' Union table in church
or on the website. Our May meetings are on May 2nd at Betty's house when we
shall each take something to talk about, and a visit to Hall Place including a
cream tea!
If you are interested, do ask one of the clergy or Sheila Brown. We'd love to
welcome you to one of our meetings and to tell you more about this international
organisation which puts Families First.
Sheila

MATINEE SINGERS CONCERT
to be held in

Gravesend Cemetery Chapel
Old Road West Gravesend
on Thursday 24th May 2012 at 2.00 pm
Tickets £4.00
This concert is part of the Discover Gravesham Festival and features songs from
the Dickensian period and from the musicals based on Dickens' books.
It takes place in Gravesend Cemetery Chapel which started life in 1834 as the
concert hall of the Victoria Gardens, a place of entertainment and one-time tourist
attraction.
For tickets, please contact Gravesend Tourist Information Centre on
01474 337600. Please note booking is essential as seats are limited.
www.gogravesham.co.uk
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Dedication of new

British Legion Standard
Sunday 11th March saw the dedication
in Christ Church of the new standard of
the Gravesham and Ebbsfleet Branch of
the Royal British Legion. This took place
during the regular 10am service which
was conducted by the Reverend
Jacqueline Littlewood, Chaplain to the
Branch.
The occasion was well supported by
members and friends and refreshments
were enjoyed in the hall after the service,
which gave an opportunity to find out
more about the aims and objectives of
the Royal British Legion.
Among those attending were members
of the RBL Riders Branch whose
leathers and immaculate motorcycles were a source of much comment and interest.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FIRST STEPS
11/4/12
We’re up to a beautiful blue-skied day, with the promise of April
showers. Our naughty little sheep hopes that it won’t keep Mums and
children away from our First Steps service today. He and his friends
really love the spring with its beautiful flowers and they practically
skip all the way to church. It is such a pretty time of the year!
Into church we go and they rush off to hide; all except our naughty
little sheep, who carefully positions himself on our little altar. He
wants to keep an eye on the children and he’s hoping that some old
friends, who are now at school, will be back to see him today, as it’s
the school holidays. So fingers crossed!
When everything is ready, we open the church doors to pouring
rain. Oh no! But those hardy Mums and children (and one Dad) soon
come to join us. Tilly, Olivia, Taylor and Isaac who we haven’t seen
for a while, have come along too and our naughty little sheep is really
pleased to see them.
Today we are thinking about the joy of Easter after the sadness of
Good Friday and we sing, “Jesus’ love is very wonderful” It is so
wonderful that he was prepared to die on the cross to take the
punishment for our sins. Aren’t we so blessed? The children jingle
their bells and do all the actions. Well done, them!
Then round the church we go, to find those hiding animals.
They’re getting sneakier and sneakier, and more difficult to find; in
fact later when everyone has gone I find two still hidden away,
keeping very quiet. I think they’ve won this time! On our way round
we see the beautiful Stations of the Resurrection, on the pillars round
the church. Lovely!
We sing about God’s wonderful, transforming love for us, giving
thanks to Him for sending Jesus. Then when our prayers are said
and our songs sung, out we go into the hall to play; or have a cuppa
and a chat. And there are little chocolate eggs for everyone.
Well it is Easter, isn’t it? Our naughty little sheep and his friends
make sure that they’re at the front of the queue! We all hope that
everyone will be able to join us again on 9th May, for our next First
Steps service.
God Bless.
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Word on the Street
Tuesday 20th March 2012

Report to Christ Church PCC

Neil Perrott and I (Ian Brown) attended a meeting at The
Community House, 7 Warrior Avenue, Gravesend on Tuesday
5th March.
The purpose of the meeting was to gauge the interest in the
project by the local churches and to update everyone on its
progress.
The meeting was attended by representatives from St Pauls
URC; Holy Family; St Aidan’s; Emmanuel Baptist Church, St
Mary’s and Christ Church and chaired by Bill Clark, from
Gillingham WOTS and Alfred Frroku, appointed part time youth
worker based at the Community House.
Most of the construction work has now been completed and the
first youth clubs will start during the week beginning 12th March.
Two youth clubs will meet, on Tuesday and Thursday evenings
from 3 until 6:30 pm. A coffee morning is being held each
Thursday. The house is also being used as a meeting place for
the local councillor and Housing Officer.
The house consists of two floors. On the ground floor is an
entrance hall, kitchen and activity space. The upper floor has a
toilet, a room being used by Mote Builders as an office, a room
for computers and a small meeting room. A patio door leads from
the activity space into the garden.
There is a large display board outside the house, where we are
able to display information if we wish.
In conjunction with Gillingham an Easter Project will take place
on Easter Saturday from 2 until 4 pm. It is to be jointly organised
by Rosemary Spicer of Holy Family and Lucy a youth worker
from Gillingham. It is hoped families will take part, collecting a
quiz from the house walking around to answer the clues and
finish back at the house for refreshment and prizes (a tract about
the Easter story will also be given out). A representative from
Christ Church would be most welcome.
Next meetings:
Monday 30th April 8pm (Ian Brown will attend)
Thursday 14th June 7pm (Neil Perrott will attend).
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GEMS
GRAVESEND ENTERTAINMENT AND MUSICAL SOCIETY
GEMS are this year celebrating 100 years of providing music and entertainment
to the people of Gravesham.
The programme for these concerts shows the development from a ladies’ choir
to the society we have today.
In the beginning, the basic music for the ladies was folk songs and part songs
of the time. When men were introduced, the repertoire broadened to include
concert versions of stage shows and Gilbert and Sullivan.
The first staged show was “The Pirates of Penance”, performed in the Co-op
Hall, Harmer Street with the Gravesend Light Orchestra providing the
accompaniment.
When the Woodville Halls opened they were the first society to stage a show
there with “Ruddigore”.
During theirr 40 years’ stay in the Woodville’s, they performed numerous
musicals and branched out into operetta, with “White Horse Inn”, being the first.
Later “Oklahoma” was their first American musical.
When “Me and My Girl” became available to amateur companies, we were one
of the first to be granted the licence.
When the Woodville’s became too expensive, they moved to their current
premises the Theatre Guild Theatre, Vale Road.
For this centenary year they are back in the Woodville’s for their production of
“Mack and Mabel”.
To celebrate this special year the GEMS choir will be performing three centenary
concerts.
11 and 12 May they will be performing at the Mayfield Grammar School in
Pelham Road and on the 18 May they will be at Christ Church, Echo Square.
All the concerts stat at 19.45 and tickets are £10 each
Over the years the choir has performed many concerts for charity and these
Centenary Concerts will be no exception, with all the proceeds going to the Kent
Air Ambulance - a charity that saves lives.
Tickets are available from the box office - 07530231447 or from John
Thrush on 01474749945 or 07879407264.
Please do come along to one of the concerts and more importantly mention it
and bring some friends along with you.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Friday 18 May 2012
Christ Church, Echo Square, Gravesend
At 7.45 pm all tickets £10
Tickets call 01474 749945 or 07879 407264

Gravesend Historical Society - Footpaths Committee

All are welcome to join us as we explore our landscape, local history
and folklore in the company of interesting people. Please note that
these walks are steep in places, have stiles and uneven surfaces,
please dress and act appropriately.
All walks are free unless stated.

Sunday 6 May: Circular walk from Ifield to Istead Rise
Meet: 2.30pm at St Margaret’s Church, Ifield
(Part of Gravesham Heritage Festival)
Leader: Derek Gray 01474 363024

Sunday 20 May: Circular historical guided walk of Chalk
Marshes and Shorne
(Landscapes that inspired Dickens)

Meet: 2.30pm at junction of Lower Higham Road and Castle Lane ,
Chalk (Part of Gravesham Heritage Festival)
Guide: Christoph Bull 01474 320156
Free: Donations welcome.

Brand New Youth Choir in
Gravesend

Join the

If you are aged between 7 and 17
and enjoy singing then come
along!
Ÿ Join a friendly group of singers
Ÿ Learn great music of different
styles and

We meet weekly for
Rehearsals

Ÿ Perform at concerts and
services

at Christ Church

For further information visit

Tuesday evenings

www.christchurchgravesend.org.uk

6.30 pm to 7.30 pm

Ÿ Or call 01474 534517
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

New youth choir in
Gravesend
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THE MUSTARD SEED
THE Mustard Seed aims to provide an informal and friendly tea at
3.00 pm on the third Thursday of every month in Christ Church hall.
It is a new venture that offers the opportunity to meet new friends
and reminisce about old times.
The Mustard Seed, as the parable says (Mark4; 3-32) is very small
- like dust - but has the potential to develop into one of the largest
plants.
Please join us as we plant the Mustard Seed and assist to make it
flourish. Who knows what may happen!
The launch of the first Mustard Seed will take place at 3.00 pm on
Thursday 17 May. You are so welcome.
For further details please contact any member of the pastoral
care team. Pastoral assistants Pam Kilby, Colin Parsonson,
Jasmine Humphries or Curate Jo Drew

A Churches Together and
RCCG Life Start Connections Initiative
Please, if you can, help local people in crises by buying
items from the list below and leaving them on the table at
the back of the church
UHT or powdered Milk, 500g sugar, catons of fruit juice, pasta
sauces, tinned sponge pudding, tinned tomatoes, cereals,
tinned rice pudding, instant mash potato, tinned meat, tinned
fish, jam, biscuits, snack bars, rice, tea, coffee (small Jars),
chocolate, toiletries, toilet rolls (two or four packs)

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FAIRTRADE
LUNCHSTOP
Sandwiches, Toasted sandwiches,
Homemade cakes, Fresh fruit, Snack bars,
Fruit juices, Hot chocolate, Tea, Fresh
filter coffee

View our FAIRTRADE Goods stands
The cost of your lunch will what you consider to be a
“Fair” price for what you eat

Come and enjoy a Fairtrade Lunch at

EMMANUAL BAPTIST
CHURCH
WINDMILL ST. GRAVESEND
June 21 - July 20
12 noon to 2.00 p.m.
All donations will be shared between Tearfund and Tradecraft
Fairtrade Lunchstop is very grateful to the many Supermarkets and
local & national organisations for their generous donations

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Congregation Notes
Garden of Remembrance
Three new hedging saplings have been planted to replace those which
died. Please help to keep them watered as the year progresses.
Thank you

Easter Cards
Thank you to everyone who delivered the Easter cards. If you would
like to help with future deliveries, please give your details to a
churchwarden who will add your name to the list.

Jubilee Appeal
For items relating to the Christ Church or events local or national or of
our congregation in 1952, as we are hoping to do a Jubilee display.
People should contact me personally with details phone 01474 534857
e-mail at veronica@which.net or see me in church- Please do not bring
in articles until nearer the time. Veonica

200 Club winners April 2012
1st - Derek Buss, 2nd - Michael Wenban, 3rd - John Thrush
Join the 200 club see John Thrush or call 07879407264

The Pleasance
(n. (arch) pleasure ground; esp. one attached to mansion (now chiefly
surviving in proper names)).
The Pleasance is the garden at the back of the church, which is for the
use of the people of the parish. It is used by the Pre-school during
weekday mornings; Brownies during evenings; Rainbow Tots on an
afternoon; Fetes, barbeques, Teddy Bears picnic and other gatherings
throughout the year. For the past four months on advice from the Diocese
the gates to The Pleasance have been locked.
At the PCC meeting in March it was decided to remove the locks, so that
all can once again use the area. Please take a moment to stroll around
The Pleasance or to sit on one of the seats.
Ian Brown
Churchwarden
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Neighbourhood Watch.
Kent Police Neighbourhood Watch Team regularly gives information and
advice about things happening in our area. This information and advice will
appear on our Sunday news sheet.
Please keep the following information in a handy place in case you need to
use it.
Ian Brown

How to report a crime or information to
Kent Police
If you are a victim of crime:
Call Kent Police on 101 to report a non-urgent incident or to talk to a member
of your neighbourhood policing team.
Call 999 if a crime is in progress or life is in danger
If you are deaf or speech impaired text 'police' followed by your message to
60066
If you have information that may help solve a crime:
Call Kent police on 101 or talk to a member of your neighbourhood policing
team
Call Kent Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 to give information anonymously
For more safety advice contact your local crime prevention design advisor
on 101 or visit www.kent.police.uk

Some people find it useful to have a set portion of the Bible to read each day.
The Bible Reading Fellowship have a booklet called “New Daylight” which sets
out a short Bible reading and explanatory notes. These booklets are priced at
£3.90 (they do go up each year) for a four month period.
If you would like to try one of these booklets please let Julie Hill know.
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Barry Southwick
Elsie Crooks
Veronica Chappell
Mr. & Mrs. Williams
Mr. Robinson
John Bruce
Wendy Rumbold
Sidney Parsonson
Frank Oliver
Roberta Green
Peggy Hougham
William Hougham
Jane Hougham
Mike Sampson
Jim & Mollie Hood
Elizabeth White
Geoff Sitch
Stanley Scott
Matthew
Francis Woolcock
Ian Keyt
Patricia Massey
Kathleen Ridler
Phyllis Ridler
Elizabeth Ridler
Kathleen (Betty) Fox
Claude Fox
Jordan Kennedy
Reece Kennedy
Stan Greenfield
Louis Haddaway
Ilona Forster
Marjorie Hasting
Eleanor & Charles Ash
Jenny Edson
Ann Kibble
Hugh Barnes
Phoebe Britton
Stanley Britton

EASTER LILIES
Ellen & William Arnold
Margaret & Len Shoesmith
Doris Varlow
Jean Taylor
Denis Newton
Philip Martin
Geoff Martin
Monica Bradshaw
George & Thelma Dyke
Jane James
Stanley James
Leonard Marks
Muriel Hicks
Alan Cooper
Edwin &Voncie Davis
Angus & Doris Tompson
Billy Crouch
Watson & Casely family
Mary Springham
Paul Osborne

invite you to their fortnightly services for

older people,
people with disabilities,
those with Alzheimer‛s & dementia,
and their carers.

Forgetmenot Singing
will be at Christ Church Hall,
Old Road East, Gravesend
2nd & 4th Thursdays in the month

2 – 3.30pm
26th April 10th & 24th May
Sessions will last 1½ hours
and will begin with free refreshments and a social time then

Forgetmenot Singing
£2.50 per person attending

Phone 07582451470
Forgetmenot Support Services C.I.C. registered number 7703968
e-mail info@forgetmenot-services.co.uk www.forgetmenot-services.co.uk

Highlights this month !

Tuesday 8 May Mothers Union Service 10.00
Tuesday 8 May Semiquavers Concert 19.00
Sunday 13 May Christian Aid Breakfast 8.30
Friday 18 May GEMS choir Concert 19.45

May
Sunday

07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Cubs

08.00 Service

10.00 Service

10.00 Service
16.30 Choral
Evensong

10.00 Service
Remembering
RMA

14

07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Cubs

9

Wednesday 10.00 service

16.45 Service

18.30 Semiquavers

28

08.00 Service
16.45 Service
Brownies

29

22

07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Cubs

10.00 Service

07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Cubs

07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Cubs

18.30 Semiquavers 18.30 Semiquavers

Guides

Guides

Guides

Guides

17
24
10
31
3
07.00
Service
07.00
Service
07.00
Service
07.00 Service
07.00 Service
16.45 Service 16.45 Service 16.45 Service
16.45 Service 16.45 Service
Brownies/Beavers
Brownies
Brownies
Brownies
Brownies
19.30
Beavers
Beavers
Beavers
Beavers
Confirmation
Choir
Practice
Choir
Practice
Choir
Practice
Choir Practice
Service

4

Friday

08.00 Service
16.45 Service
Brownies

08.00 Service

16
23
30
10.00 service
10.00 service
10.00 service 10.00 service
16.45 Service 16.45 Service 16.45 Service 16.45 Service

Guides
Thursday

21

08.00 Service
16.45 Service
Brownies
15

8

18.30 Semiquavers 19.00 Semiquavers

2

27

08.00 Service

Bank Holiday
09.00 Service
1

20

08.00 Service

7

Monday

Tuesday

13

6

18
25
13.45 Parent
13.45 Parent
& Toddler
13.45 Parent
& Toddler
16.45 Service 16.45 Service
& Toddler
18.30 Office
16.45 Service
Hours
18.30 Office
19.45 GEMS
18.30 Office
Hours
Concert
Hours
12
19
26
08.00 Service
08.00 Service 08.00 Service
9.30 Working
Party
11

13.45 Parent
& Toddler
16.45 Service
18.30 Office
Hours

Saturday 5

08.00 Service
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Sunday Services
8.00 am Holy Communion (said)
10.00 am Communion with crèche & God’s Gang
On the 2nd Sunday

All-Age service

Evening Service - see inside magazine for details.
Weekday Services
Holy Communion (said)
Monday and Saturday 8am.
Tuesday & Thursday 7.00am.
Wednesday 10.00am
Registered Charity no. 1130741

Friday

For further information
Contact
The Church Wardens

Office hours
6:30 pm until 7:30 pm

Clubs
There are a wide variety of clubs for you:Daily
Christ Church Pre-school (2½ upwards)
Monday
Music Group; Brownies
Tuesday
Cubs and Semiquavers
Wednesday Guides; Mothers Union (1st Wednesday)
First Steps (under 5’s and carers) 2nd Wednesday 1.45pm
Ifield Ladies (every third Wednesday)
Thursday
Beavers; Brownies; Choir Practice
2 - 3.30
Forgetmenot Singing 2nd & 4th Thurs afternoon
Friday
Scouts; Amateur Dramatics
; Parent and Toddler
Saturday
Working party (2nd Saturday)
Christ Church Parish Magazine
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