PARISH MAGAZINE

John Hill 2007

March 2012

30p
Or donation

Monthly Magazine
If you have passed something on for inclusion in the Parish Magazine,
and it hasn’t appeared this may be due to copyright restrictions as we
cannot publish copy taken from another publication, even another Parish
Magazine, without permission from the articles source.
Please feel free to pass on copy for consideration and to avoid any
disappointment please see deadlines as space may be limited.
Ed.

Inside this magazine

Deadline for magazine:
Second Sunday of the month prior to
publication, ie: March 11 for April etc.

E-mail to
ccgravesend.mag10@yahoo.co.uk
hand to a Churchwarden, or Mike Cubitt

Who’s Who at
Christ Church
Vicar

Page 2
Page 3
Page 4
Page 5
Page 6
Page 7
Page 8
Page 9
Page 10
Page 11
Page 12
Page 15
Page 17
Page 19

Who’s Who!
Personal Profile
Notices
More than Gold
Our organ repaired
Coffee rota
God’s Gang
First Steps
Looking forward to Lent
Bishop’s Quiet Days
Through the kitchen door
Valentines Dinner
Confirmation
Thanks from Blythswood Care

www.christchurchgravesend.org.uk
Sue Brewer

352643
suec@brewer86.plus.com

Associate Priest

Jacqueline Littlewood

560106

Deacon

Jo Drew

364367

Pastoral Assistant
Pastoral Assistant
Pastoral Assistant

Pam Kilby
Jasmine Humphries
Colin Parsonson

332693
323515
359713

Church Warden

Christine Sewell

745443

Church Warden

Ian Brown

356339

PCC Secretary

Julie Hill

568265

PCC Treasurer

Steve Humphries

323515

Reader

Rosemary Austin

358702

Reader

Sheila Brown

356339

Reader

John Hougham

352138

Reader

Betty Martin

352696

Reader

Martin Sewell

745443

Christ Church Parish Magazine

Page 2

March 2012

People at Christ Church - A PERSONAL PROFILE

IAN BROWN
Ian became church warden at Christ Church in
2011, following the retirement of Peter Shearan.
Ian has been a member of the congregation at
Christ Church for over 30 years, since moving to
Gravesend, with his wife Sheila (a Reader at Christ
Church) while working as chief surveyor on the
Thames Flood Barrier project. After seeing the
Barrier used for the first time, Ian started his own
surveying company, but found he wasn’t cut out to
be a businessman and decided to re-train as a
teacher.
After obtaining his degree at Avery Hill he taught at
Saint George’s School, as a Design Technology,
Science and Maths teacher, ran a D of E group, and later as head of year, before
joining Ifield Special School as a Science teacher in 2005.
Ian has been Scout Leader, Group Scout Leader and Treasurer of Christ Church
Scout Group (now 1st Windmill Hill Scout Group), as well as helping with the Church
Youth Club and for several years editor of the Parish Magazine.
Ian has a son and daughter, and is a proud Grandpa to three granddaughters and
one grandson. Ian’s other passion in life is football, following Carlisle United football
club and more locally, Ebbsfleet United.

‘Facing the unthinkable’
Safeguarding Children in Church & the Community
Saturday 10th March 2012 9.00a.m. – 1.30p.m.
St Justus Church, the Fairway, Rochester
A free course available to all who work with children in church. Christ Church
Child Protection Policy states that “adult volunteers will be given appropriate
opportunities for training”. If you are a new volunteer or have not attended one
of these courses you really need to.
The courses organised by the Churches’ Child Protection Advisory Service
are well run and very informative.
Further information and booking forms are available from Veronica Read
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Office assistance
needed – 1 hour per week.

Can you help?
We need someone to assist Julie Hill at ‘Office Hours’ each
Friday between 6.30pm and 7.30pm.
Office assistants are based in the Parish Office and deal
with initial enquiries and admin for families seeking a baptism or a wedding at Christ Church.
Essential requirements are good administrative skills and
care with detail, and a friendly personality to put visitors at
their ease.
Please have a word with
Rev Sue Brewer (352643) for more info.

Whatever age you are, God has a purpose for you. Are
you open to Him calling you to train as a Street Pastor
this year, or to join a prayer team? Can you support
someone else to make this step? Where we see
insurmountable problems, God sees an opportunity and He will be with
you in whatever steps you take. Please consider this prayerfully and if
you feel called to train as a Street Pastor or Prayer Pastor, please
contact me immediately to arrange an observer night. Yes – there is
even the chance of a trial run before commitment! We hope training
will commence in March/April, but need to recruit now!
Thank you for your vital on-going support.

Anne Jenkins

Anne Jenkins – Gravesend Street Pastors Co-ordinator
Tel: 01474 568498 (Monday & Thursday)
Or 07570 883896* (leave a message)

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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The Revd Jo Drew, curate at Christ Church, led the first of a series
of Churches Together in Gravesham services to celebrate the
forthcoming Games to be held in our capital city during the summer
of 2012.
Due to the restrictions on copyright the Churches in Britain have
named their celebrations of the Games "More Than Gold". A
number of events are planned here in Gravesham, some in conjunction with
Gravesham Borough Council.
At the service held in Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend, close to Echo Square on
Wednesday 27th January 2012, candles of 5 different colours were lit throughout to
represent different aspects of celebration.
The blue candles were lit to represent Hospitality and Friendship; Black for The World
and its Conservation; Red representing Honour and Representation; Yellow/Gold
candles were lit representing Gifts and Grace; Green for Reconciliation and Hope.
The candles were placed on an altar with the White of the background cloth
representing Peace.
The service was attended by people from many churches and other organisations in
Gravesham, unfortunately it clashed with a meeting being held to discuss the carrying
of the torch through Gravesham. Each month until the staging of the Games a service
will held in different churches, the next being at St. Mary's Church, Wrotham Road on
Monday 27th February.
The service on 29th March will be at the Emmanuel Baptist Church, both services start
at 7:30 pm.
Look at www.gravesendchurchestogether.org web site for further information.
Details of More Than Gold can be found at www.morethangold.org.uk or
www.traidcraft.co.uk/2012games
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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The Organ is back in action.
A report by Richard Sheppard of Martin K. Cross, Church
Organ Builders
History
The earliest recorded organ at Christ Church, Windmill
Hill, was by J W Walker, dating from 1857. Enlargement
of that building in 1870 must have led to the provision
of a larger instrument, delivered by Wm Hill & Son of
London in 1872, according to Hill’s shop order book, job
no 1425, costing £135. Some pipes from this organ have
survived to the present day and Hill’s must have ‘recycled’
some pipes from the 1857 Walker organ as well, as at
least two stops are identifiably by Walker.
Rebuilding of the church to its present site, completed in
1935 probably prompted the employ of Applegate & Co of
Thornton Heath, Surrey, to re-locate the old Hill organ to the new Christ Church. But by 1939 the
organ was substantially re- constructed by F H Browne of Canterbury. What prompted the need for
such wide- ranging changes is not clear. Browne’s work provided new soundboards (which in fact were
purchased from Aug. Laukhuff Gmbh of Weikersheim, Germany), expanded the tonal specification and
provided a new detached console on the North side of the Choir stalls. The connection between the
console and the mechanism and pipework in the loft chamber was by a multi-core electric cable. The
2 HP electric fan blower would date from about this time.
In 1980, the organ was again rebuilt, by Martin K Cross Church Organ Builders of Grays in Essex.
The electric action was updated, the console renovated with new drawstops, piston combination action
and switching mechanism. Minor tonal enhancements were also made. In the organ loft, the pneumatic
stage of the organ action, over a thousand small leather envelopes, called puffers, were renewed.
The organ low-voltage switching and wiring was installed by Rodney Angell, of Chalk, near Higham,
who worked for Martin Cross at that time.
The Present Day
By 2010, the leather puffers were once again in urgent need of renewal as the leather had lost
its nature. When the leather fails, the puffers can no longer actuate the individual pipe valves,
leaving many pipes silent. The current restoration of the organ has therefore included the manufacture
and replacement of approximately 1100 leather puffers and the cleaning of all the organ pipes.
The organ is listed on the National Pipe Organ Register. You can see the online entry here :
http://www.npor.org.uk/cgi-bin/Rsearch.cgi?Fn=Rsearch&rec_index=D00427
How does it work ?
There are several key components to the organ.
· Console · Blower & Bellows · Soundboards & Action · Pipes
Console. The nerve centre of the organ. Pressing keys and pedals and drawing stops sends small
electrical signals via a long cable up to the organ loft.
Blower & Bellows. In the organ loft, a large diameter fan powered by a 2HP electric motor
provides pressurized air (organ builders refer to it as ‘wind’) which is stored in two large bellows,
ready to be blown through the pipes.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Sound boards and action. The action mechanism receives the electrical impulses from the console
and converts them into a pneumatic motion (i.e., wind-driven) that is sent to the sound boards. In
this organ, pressing a key causes a strong puff of wind to be sent into a row of small leather
envelopes, called puffers. Each row of puffers lifts a line of small valves, one for each stop. Stops
are controlled by switching on or off the supply of wind to each row of pipes, so pipes will only
sound if a stop is drawn and a note is played.
The sound boards are German-made cone-valve, or kegellade, chests, which were commonly used
in the 1930’s. They are typically very reliable when in good order. The disadvantage of this system
is the periodic necessity, as now, to renew the leather puffers every 30-40 years. So, it might be
time to start fund-raising for the next time…!
Pipes. Come in two main varieties, flue or reed pipes. Flue pipes work on the same principle as the
recorder or penny whistle and can be made of wood or metal. Reed pipes, are much like a ‘parp-parp’
bicycle horn, having a small beating brass tongue which vibrates through a cone-shaped resonator to
amplify the tone.
Flue and reed pipes come in a wide variety of shapes, which determines the tone. Length governs
the pitch…the longer the pipe the lower the note. Pipes can range in length from 32ft (sounding
about 16Hz), or more rarely even 64ft! The highest pipes measure ½” or less (about 10KHz), so the
organ embraces a very wide range of frequency as well as dynamic volume. At Christ Church, the
longest wooden pedal pipes are 16ft long and almost 1ft square in section. The smallest pipes are
as
skinny as a pencil. There are approximately 1150 pipes in the organ, about one- tenth of the
number in the Royal Albert Hall organ !
Of the 1150 pipes here, about half of them are contained in a large box, the ‘Swell’, with movable
shutters on two sides. The shutters are opened and closed by the big central pedal on the console,
which thereby controls the volume of the pipes contained in the ‘Swell Box’. If you look through the
organ loft grille whilst Christian is playing, you may see the shutters moving back and forth.
When you listen to the organ being played, spare a thought for all the intricate moving parts that
make it happen !
More information :
Photos of the organ work are available online.
More details from Ian Brown, Churchwarden at Christ Church.
Richard Sheppard
National Pipe Organ Register www.npor.org.uk
Martin K Cross
The Institute of British Organ Building www.ibo.co.uk
Church Organ Builders

Sunday Morning Coffee Rota
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week

10
11
12
1
2

4 Mar
11 Mar
18 Mar
25 Mar
1 Apr

Pauline Marks, Margot Edwards, Angela Kirby
Rita Smith, Jean Stoddart, Sheila Knight, Ann Lennard
Sylvia Brown, Margaret Davies, Terri Allan
Vena Croydon, Julie Hill, Jill Sampson
Sandy Barden, Jenny Shoesmith, Joan Bennett

Maureen Fittill
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FIRST STEPS
8/2/12
It’s a very cold, grey morning and our naughty little sheep isn’t
keen to get out of bed. He must be in hibernation mode today. I
gently tickle his ear and finally persuade him to get up. We’re soon
on our way to Church for our First Steps service with a crowd of his
friends. When we get to Church I realise that his sheepy friends
aren’t with us. Oops! They must be in hibernation mode, too! While
Linda and I get things ready for our service the animals sneak off
and hide, mostly snuggled up to radiators, I can’t help but notice!
Mums (and Granny) and children begin to arrive and though we
are in competition with a fund raising event at Cascades, supported
by a number of our Mums, we are still joined by a loyal band of
followers. Hooray! Our naughty little sheep and his cohorts were a
bit worried that there wouldn’t be anyone here to find them.
We light the candles as our service begins. It was Amelia’s third
birthday on Monday so there’s a special candle for her, and we sing
“Happy Birthday”. We’re thinking about Jesus and his friends today
and how important and special they were to him. Our friends are
important and special to us, too and we thank God for them. We
sing, “Share it round” because God calls us to be generous to
everyone, especially with our love. We sing, “Thank you God, for
the people we love.” And “Jesus is a friend of mine.” Aren’t we lucky
to be surrounded by all that love? And we remember those sneaky
animals and we all go looking for them. I think that they’re pleased
to be found because they’ve been quiet for ages and now they can
be as noisy as they like.
With our songs sung and our prayers said it is time to go into the
hall for fun and play. Bonna has brought some banana and chocolate
chip muffins to share. Goody! We’ve all had a lovely time together
and our naughty little sheep and his friends, hope that everyone will
be back for First Steps again on 14th March.
God Bless

Christ Church Parish Magazine
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Looking forward to Lent
Take time out from your busy lives and give God some
space this Lent.

At Christ Church
Wednesday evenings in Lent between 8pm and 9pm, starting on
29th February.
‘Exploring God’s mercy’ - a chance to explore 5 classic themes of the
Christian faith: Lost and finding the way, Trapped and set free, Sick in
soul and healed, In turmoil and being at peace, Barren and becoming
fruitful.

At St Aidan’s Church
Tuesdays in Lent at 2pm or repeated at 7.30pm
The ‘York’ discussion course for Lent.
And why not book one of the Bishop of Rochester’s quiet days.
Details opposite

The 2nd Sunday of each month is an all-age service of Holy
Communion. Each month the service will reflect a particular theme
and the words and music will be chosen to provide something for all,
from the oldest to the youngest. We are always delighted to welcome
our uniformed organisations, who join us for these services.

Some people find it useful to have a set portion of the Bible to read each day.
The Bible Reading Fellowship have a booklet called “New Daylight” which sets
out a short Bible reading and explanatory notes. These booklets are priced at
£3.90 (they do go up each year) for a four month period.
If you would like to try one of these booklets please let Julie Hill know.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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BISHOP’S QUIET DAYS— LENT 2012
These are intended for anybody, lay or ordained, who wishes to spend
some hours with the Bishop in reflection and prayer during Lent. Bishop
James will be offering broadly the same material and programme at six
different venues as indicated below, and hopes that these days will offer
some spiritual nourishment and encouragement as we seek to be faithful
to Christ in our daily lives.
Each Quiet Day will begin at 10.30 am (with arrivals from 10.00 am) and
will end around 3.30 p.m. The Quiet Day will include time of shared
worship, some addresses by Bishop James and space for personal prayer
and reflection.
The overall theme for the addresses will be “Home Thoughts from Abroad”;
the intention is to offer some reflections around scriptural themes of home
and belonging, and especially how we nourish ourselves spiritually for life
“at home” in a world which we may often experience as being “abroad”,
that is strange and unfamiliar. Using different language, this might be
about the tension of living in the here and now, while also nurturing the life
of the Spirit within us.
The dates and venues for the Quiet Days are as follows:
Saturday 25th February at St. Barnabas, Joydens Wood
Thursday 1st March at St. Peter’s, Pembury (Upper Church)
Monday

5th March at St. Martin’s, Chelsfield

Monday 12th March at St. John’s, Meopham
Saturday 17th March at Bromley College (Rochester Spirituality Network Lent Quiet Day)
Friday

23rd March at St. John’s, Hildenborough

There is no charge for attendance, though people are asked to bring
their own packed lunch—tea/coffee will be provided.
Numbers are limited to 50 at each venue in the first instance, and
booking will be on a first-come basis.
Booking by e-mail or telephone to
Jenny Churcher at Bishopscourt bishops.secretary@rochester.anglican.org or 01634 842721.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Through the kitchen door
Lent having started on Ash Wednesday, a tasty meatless recipe that serves four

Risotto with Asparagus Ricotta and mint
Ingredients
· 6 cups vegetable stock or 1 and half litres (made with stock cube)
· 350g asparagus
· 2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil plus two of butter
· 2 medium shallots (a good size onion will do)
· 350g Arborio rice
· 250ml glass of dry white wine
· 100g ricotta cheese
· 100g Parmigiano Reggiano cheese (parmesan cheese)
· Further cheese for the table
· 1 and half tablespoons finely chopped fresh mint
· salt and freshly ground black pepper
1. Bring stock to a simmer in medium saucepan and keep warm over a low heat.
2. Boil a large saucepan of fresh water. Trim ends off asparagus then cut
diagonally into 3 cm pieces. Add asparagus to boiling water and cook for max 2
minutes. Drain and place in a bowl of ice-cold water.
3. Heat the oil and one spoon of butter in a heavy bottomed medium pan. Add the
shallots and saute over a medium heat until softened, about 3 minutes.
4. Using a wooden spoon, stir in the rice and cook for a minute, ensuring all the
rice is coated with the oil. Add the wine and cook until the alcohol aroma has faded,
1 to 2 minutes.
5. Add half a cup of the warm stock and cook stirring frequently, until the rice
absorbs the liquid. Continue adding more stock half a cup at a time until the rice is
creamy and soft but still a bit al dente, about 25 minutes ( add hot water if you run
out of stock)
6. Dry and add the asparagus pieces and rest of butter during the last 1 to 2 minutes
of cooking, keep the pan over the heat until the asparagus is heated through.
7. Remove the pan from the heat and vigorously stir in the ricotta, the Parmigiano
Reggiano and the mint add salt and pepper to taste.
Divide the risotto between four bowls. Serve immediately with more parmesan
cheese at the table.

Cost? With Asparagus and Parmigiano-Reggiano this may not be the cheapest meal but will
tickle your taste buds.
If you have a recipe that you wish to share, please send to ccgravesend.mag10@yahoo.co.uk
`

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Some of you will have seen in the February edition of Rochester Link, the front page
article, “Pray one for me”.
It tells us that twenty-nine million UK web pages come up on the internet when the
word “spirituality” is searched for. Tearfund research in 2007 also suggests that
twenty million adults in the country pray.
These facts have helped inspire a new website to be launched on Ash Wednesday 22
February, www.prayoneforme.org
This year-round campaign on the web and its accompanying Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/prayoneforme offers people the opportunity to post prayer requests on-line.
You may have seen earlier on page five of this magazine that we at Christ Church
have already been part of a community project that focused on the Olympics.
We are being asked to join in with the world-wide church by posting stories of our
prayer experiences on Facebook, by regularly visiting the site and perhaps using
some of the themes for our own prayer.
It is suggested that some of the themes will be focused on some of life’s big events in
the UK such as Christian Aid Week, the Queen’s Jubilee, the Olympics and Education
Sunday, also to respond to events in the news.
Pray One For Me –and I hope that we at Christ Church will help shape this new venture.
Ed.

Brand New Youth Choir in
Gravesend

Join the

If you are aged between 7 and 17
and enjoy singing then come
along!
Ÿ Join a friendly group of singers
Ÿ Learn great music of different
styles and

We meet weekly for
Rehearsals

Ÿ Perform at concerts and
services

at Christ Church

For further information visit

Tuesday evenings

www.christchurchgravesend.org.uk

6.30 pm to 7.30 pm

Ÿ Or call 01474 534517
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

New youth choir in
Gravesend
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Scheme to cut teenage pregnancies
goes mobile
A new mobile phone app has been launched to help the drive to improve sexual
health and reduce unplanned teenage pregnancies in Kent.
The Kent C Card iPhone app has been designed to give teenagers aged 19 and
under the information they need on how and where to get free condoms using their
C Card – a successful community-based contraception scheme set up in 2007.
The app uses active maps to direct teenagers to the nearest outlet offering free
condoms to anyone registered with the scheme. It also offers advice on how to
register for the card, where to get contraception in an emergency, and information
about getting treatment for sexually transmitted infections.
Anyone who wants to register with the scheme must attend an appointment with a
trained advisor. The condoms are given out by sexual health clinics, pharmacies,
youth schemes and some school nurses. The card can be used 20 times before an
appointment is needed re-register for a new card.
When youngsters register for the card they will be told about the app and given a
‘quick response’ code that they can scan immediately to download the app free of
charge. It can also be downloaded by searching for ‘Kent C Card’ in the app store.
Ruth Herron, Head of Sexual Health at Kent Community Health NHS Trust said: “The
C Card scheme has been very successful, with more than 45,852 teenagers
registering for the card since 2007 and more than 5,000 hits to our website every
month. It is a major part of the drive to improve sexual health and reduce unplanned
teenage pregnancy in the county.
“However, we recognise the need to be able to give teenagers the information that
they require on the move as well. This app not only gives people information about
the C Card, it can also point them immediately in the direction of the nearest outlet
to get free condoms, or advice about their sexual health.”
The app has been developed by Tinderhouse, a Canterbury-based app development
company located at the University of Kent Innovation Centre. Nick Tatt, Managing
Director at Tinderhouse said: “This app is a great example of how mobile technology
can be used to give access to information when and where it’s needed. Apps like
the Kent C Card demonstrate how mobile phones provide direct access to relevant
information, in this case, the nearest C Card pick up point in Kent.”
The app is currently only available for iPhone, however other platforms may follow.
People who are not registered for the card can still download the app but will not be
able to get condoms for free.
For further information on the C Card and other local services for teenagers
visit www.foryoungpeople.co.uk
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Christ Church Organ Fund
Ifield School PE Enrichment Programme

Alternative Valentines Dinner

Christ Church was transformed on Saturday 11th February to the best place to
celebrate with the Alternative Valentines Dinner. Organised by David Williams and Martin
Robinson, aided and abetted by the church congregation (many of whom prepared food
for the event) a fabulous evening of good food, very good company and excellent
entertainment was enjoyed by 80 people. The event marked the end of the year long fund
raising effort to raise money to refurbish the church organ and as ever the people
connected to Christ Church have excelled themselves, raising the money needed by
Christmas, so it was decided to extend the event to help raise funds for Ifield School’s PE
Enrichment Programme. The evening was attended by people from both Christ Church
and Ifield School and initial calculations suggest that over £600 will have raised, to be be
split between the Organ Fund and Ifield School.
Elsewhere in the magazine is an article written by the Rick Sheppard of Martin Cross
Organ Builders.

Ifield School, provides education of the highest standard for the young people of
North West Kent who have difficulties in attending main stream schooling. The young
people aged from 4 to 19 years are educated in ways which are most appropriate to their
needs. The PE Enrichment Programme often takes the young people out of their comfort
zone by encouraging them to take part in activities such as horse riding; dry slope skiing
(some have also gone skiing in the Alps); canoeing and numerous other sports. The money
raised at the Alternative Valentines Dinner will help to ensure that these activities continue.
www.ifieldschool.com
Ian B

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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FAIRTRADE
LUNCHSTOP
Sandwiches, Toasted sandwiches,
Homemade cakes, Fresh fruit, Snack bars,
Fruit juices, Hot chocolate, Tea, Fresh
filter coffee

View our FAIRTRADE Goods stands
Free samples for you to take away
Come and enjoy a FREE Fairtrade Lunch at

EMMANUAL BAPTIST
CHURCH
WINDMILL ST. GRAVESEND
February 24 - March 2
12 noon to 2.00 p.m.
All donations will be shared between Tearfund and Tradecraft
Fairtrade Lunchstop is very grateful to the many Supermarkets and
local & national organisations for their generous donations

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Confirmation
At
Christ Church
We will soon be beginning preparation classes for a Confirmation
Service in May.
If you have never been confirmed and would like to make a commitment to Christ, or if you have been confirmed in the past and would
like to make a fresh commitment – have a word with any of the
clergy, or John Hougham, for more details.
Children who worship regularly may also like to be admitted so that
they can receive Holy Communion, this is appropriate for children
over the age of about 7.
There is a course of preparation and a service at which the children
receive communion for the first time. Parents who would like to
know more can ask any of the parish clergy, or Sheila Brown.

WORKING PARTY
‘In order to save on expensive cleaning and maintenance, we hold a monthly
working party on a Saturday morning starting at 9.30am.
Together we clean and tidy the church, do a bit of necessary DIY or gardening,
have a coffee and often some home-made goodies – and finish by about
11.30am.
We are enormously grateful to the few loyal helpers who turn up month after
month – but we desperately need a few more.
Please consider putting the dates into your diary and coming along. All are
welcome – if you can do basic DIY please let us know in advance so that the
churchwardens can plan jobs in advance.
Working party is almost always on the 2nd Saturday of each month… the
next one will be on 10 March 2012.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Come and enjoy this fun and friendly Parent
and Toddler group. We have a wide range of
toys including ride-ons, trikes, push-chairs and
slides
Baby area, crafts and play dough
Large garden area in good weather
Tea, coffee, squash and biscuits

In the hall at Christ Church, Echo Square, Gravesend
www.christchurchgravesend.org.uk

32A Riverside 1, Sir Thomas Longley Road
Medway City Estate, Rochester
Kent ME2 4DP
Telephone 01634 291411
January 2012

Christmas is over, the New Year and 2012 lays before us as a blank canvas ready to be filled with an
array of new experiences, happy events, hazy summer days, family celebrations, and for Blythswood
Care many more opportunities to bring relief and help to those in need in this country and abroad.
In looking back at last year’s shoebox appeal, December 2011 saw Blythswood Care bringing it year
to a close by giving away a fantastic 123000 Christmas Gift Boxes to the poor in Europe, India and
Pakistan. From this particular depot 16790 filled shoeboxes were packed and sent out. We extend our
thanks to everyone who gave of their time, energy, talents, organisational skill and finance as their
contributions. Every aspect is vital to bringing success and you have all given so generously, for which
we are most grateful.
A visit that stood out for our chief executive at this time was to a small village, and seeing a young boy
so excited by a small pack of toy cars. His face lit up with a beaming smile and he waved the pack
around, showing everyone the treasure he had found. As James drove away from the building he passed
the lad with his mother, and he was still waving the pack around with great delight! This is such a small
thing but it highlights how important the shoeboxes are and how much pleasure the simplest of things
can bring. As usual books and calendars were on offer to adults and children to have if they chose. A
picture story book of Saul for the youngsters, ‘Reach Out for Him’ for teenagers, and the ever popular
calendars for the older folk.
Thank you so much for joining with us in bringing some joy and happiness to peoples’ lives over the
Christmas period. May you too know God’s blessings in your own lives as this year unfolds.
With best wishes

June
June Tottman, Regional Administrator

Sunday 11 March
at the 10.00 Service

The dedication of the Standard for the
GRAVESHAM & EBBSFLEET
BRANCH
Of the
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Soroptimist International of
Gravesend & District

Health Awareness
Morning
with

Dr. Sharon Tate
Public Affairs Manager Target Ovarian Cancer

and

Mr Islam JunaidMBBS FRCS FRCS (Urol)
Barts and The London NHS Trust
Consultant Urological & Transplant Surgeon

Saturday 10th March 2012
St. Mary’s Church Hall,
Wrotham Road, Gravesend DA11 7LL
9.15 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.
(Parking in St. George’s School,
Meadow Road DA11 7LS)
Entry £3.00 (includes Tea or Coffee and Biscuits)

Raffle for Ovarian and Prostate Cancer Charities

For More Details ring 01474 363052
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

Page 20

March 2012

HOLY BAPTISM
22nd January
5th February

Fraiser James Ransley
Frankie Ray Richard Ives
Oliver Obee

Friday 24 February
10.30 - 12.30

REST IN PEACE
14th November
23rd November
21st December
30th December
3rd January
9th January
15th January

COFFEE MORNING

Mary Miller
Julie-Ann Wakeman
Margaret Troote
Frank Oliver
Brian Holden
Godfrey Jones
Michael Kent

At the

Admission 50p includes
tea or coffee and biscuits

Sadly, as numbers are quite low,
we are discontinuing the Sunday
evening Youth Club in its current
form, for the time being.
Instead there will be occasional
events and outings
for our young people during the
year …. Watch this space.

Volu
nteers
needed.....
‘We always need volunteers… the
church runs because of the
generous service of volunteers.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Please let Steve
Humphries know
what kind of events
you would like.
Examples: Film
evening; bowling; an
outing?

If you have time and
enthusiasm to spare but you
are not sure where your
talents can be used,
Sue would be glad to meet
you for a cup of coffee and to
talk through possibilities.

March 2012

Highlights this month !

h
c
r
a
M

Lent course continues Wednesdays 20.00
Friday/Saturday 9/10 Spring Clean
Sunday 18 Mothering Sunday
Saturday 24 Table Sale in Church Hall
11

4

Sunday

08.00 Service
10.00 Service

08.00 Service
10.00 Service

Dedication of
Royal British
Legion Standard

16.00 Choral
Evensong

5

Monday

12

08.00 Service
16.45 Service
Brownies
6

Tuesday

07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Cubs
18.30 Semiquavers

Thursday

07.00 Service 07.00 Service
16.45 Service 16.45 Service
Brownies
Brownies
Beavers
Beavers
Choir
Practice
Choir Practice
2

Friday

13.45 Parent
& Toddler
16.45 Service
18.30 Office
Hours

Saturday 3

08.00 Service

18.30 The
Cross of Christ
26

08.00 Service
16.45 Service
Brownies

18.30 Semiquavers 18.30 Semiquavers

07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Brownies
Beavers
Choir Practice
13.45 Parent
& Toddler
16.45 Service
18.30 Office
Hours

08.00 Service
Page 22

27
07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Cubs

21 10.00 service 28 10.00 service
16.45 Service
16.45 Service
Guides
Guides
20:00 Exploring
20:00 Exploring
God's Mercy - a
God's Mercy - a
Lent course
Lent course
22

10 SPRING CLEAN 17

Christ Church Parish Magazine

10.00 Service

18.30 Semiquavers

18.30 Office
Hours
08.00 Service
9.30 Working
Party

08.00 Service
16.45 Service
Brownies

08.00 Service

20
07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Cubs

9 SPRING CLEAN 16

13.45 Parent
& Toddler
16.45 Service

10.00 Service
Mothering
Sunday

25

13
07.00 Service
16.45 Service
Cubs

15

8

1

08.00 Service

19

08.00 Service
16.45 Service
Brownies

7 10.00 service 14 10.00 service
13.15 First Steps
16.45 Service
16.45 Service
Guides
Guides
20:00 Exploring
20:00 Exploring
God's Mercy - a
God's Mercy - a
Lent course
Lent course

Wednesday

18

29

07.00 Service 07.00 Service
16.45 Service 16.45 Service
Brownies
Brownies
Beavers
Beavers
Choir Practice Choir Practice
23

13.45 Parent
& Toddler
16.45 Service
18.30 Office
Hours

24

08.00 Service

10.00 TABLE
SALE

30

13.45 Parent
& Toddler
16.45 Service
18.30 Office
Hours

31

08.00 Service
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Sunday Services
8.00 am Holy Communion (said)
10.00 am Communion with crèche & God’s Gang
On the 2nd Sunday

All-Age service

Evening Service - see inside magazine for details.
Weekday Services
Holy Communion (said)
Monday and Saturday 8am.
Tuesday & Thursday 7.00am.
Wednesday 10.00am
Registered Charity no. 1130741

Friday

For further information
Contact
The Church Wardens

Office hours
6:30 pm until 7:30 pm

Clubs
There are a wide variety of clubs for you:Daily
Christ Church Pre-school (2½ upwards)
Monday
Music Group; Brownies
Tuesday
Cubs and Semiquavers
Wednesday Guides; Mothers Union (1st Wednesday)
First Steps (under 5’s and carers) 2nd Wednesday 1.45pm
Ifield Ladies (every third Wednesday)
Thursday
Beavers; Brownies; Choir Practice
2 - 3.30
Forgetmenot Singing 2nd & 4th Thurs afternoon
Friday
Scouts; Amateur Dramatics
; Parent and Toddler
Saturday
Working party (2nd Saturday)
Christ Church Parish Magazine
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invite you to their fortnightly services for

older people,
people with disabilities,
those with Alzheimer‛s & dementia,
and their carers.

Forgetmenot Singing
will be at Christ Church Hall,
Old Road East, Gravesend
2nd & 4th Thursdays in the month

2 – 3.30pm
23rd February
8th & 22nd March
Sessions will last 1½ hours
and will begin with free refreshments and a social time then

Forgetmenot Singing
£2.50 per person attending

Phone 07582451470
Forgetmenot Support Services C.I.C. registered number 7703968
e-mail info@forgetmenot-services.co.uk www.forgetmenot-services.co.uk

