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PLEASE NOTE
The service shown in the calendar for Wednesday
28 December, in last month’s magazine, was
included in error.
After Christmas Day (8 a.m. and 10 a.m.) there are no
services until Sunday 1 January.
Then a 9 a.m. service on Monday 2 January (9 a.m.
because it is a Bank Holiday) then the usual routine
from Tuesday 3 January.

Inside this magazine

Deadline for magazine:
Second Sunday of the month prior to
publication, ie: January 14 for February
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People at Christ Church - A PERSONAL PROFILE

Betty Martin
I have been coming to Christ Church for 76 years. I was born 83 years ago in the front
bedroom of the ‘2 up and 2 down’ number 5 Trafalgar Road, and my elder brother and
sister named me Betty. I lived in that little house till I was 7, when we moved to Portland
Avenue (where Stan Bond was a near neighbour).
I went to Wrotham Road School till I was 11, when in 1939 I passed the Scholarship
but was evacuated on the day war broke out and went down the Thames on a paddle
steamer up to West Runton in Norfolk with St Georges School. In February 1940 I
transferred to the County School and spent a happy six months with my Mrs Keeble
at Diss, Norfolk.
In August 1940 I came home to Gravesend and went straight into the air raid shelter
because there was an air raid. War for me was exciting!!! Dogfights, collecting bullets
and shrapnel from ditched planes, diving under desks even when sitting the School
Cert because of doodlebugs….but the horror of the V2 in Portland Ave with no warning
scared me stiff!
I had always dreamt of teaching, and went to Stockwell Training College at Bromley
when I was 17 – a two year course – so I was teaching at Gordon Girls Secondary
School when I was only 19 (I taught Julie Hill).
I married my Geoff in 1950 and gave up teaching. Philip was born in 1951 and Angela
in 1954. I joined the Mothers Union and Young Wives and led the Central Branch until
I went back teaching at Wrotham Rd Infants in 1959 to get money to go to
Oberammergau in 1960. I stayed there until I took early retirement in 1981.
Meanwhile, Hugh Glaisyer and Joe King instructed me in my ‘Lay Readership Course’,
so in 1976, I became the first lady Reader in the Deanery and therefore was the first
lady to administer the Chalice at Christ Church. My beloved Geoff died in 1987 and
my son Philip in 2010.
The people of Christ Church have supported me with prayerful loving care through my
35 years of Readership and the ups and downs of life.
So in the words of Doug Hammarskjold: ‘For all that has been, thanks. For all that will
be, yes’.

The 2nd Sunday of each month is an all-age service of Holy
Communion. Each month the service will reflect a particular theme
and the words and music will be chosen to provide something for all,
from the oldest to the youngest. We are always delighted to welcome
our uniformed organisations, who join us for these services.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

Page 3

January 2012

TEA
DANCE
In aid of organ fund and church music

SUNDAY 22 JANUARY
Commencing at 3.00 p.m.
Come along and join in for a wonderful afternoon
Tickets available from David Williams Phone 331061

Director of Music: ALAN VINCENT

GRAVESHAM CHORAL SOCIETY
Presents

INSTANT CONCERT
SATURDAY 28 JANUARY
PUCCINI Messa di Gloria
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS Toward the unknown region
CONDUCTOR: ALAN VINCENT ACCOMPANIST: GEOFFREY LISTER
VENUE: METHODIST CHURCH, MILTON ROAD, GRAVESEND
REGISTRATION 2.30 pm - FIRST REHEARSAL 3.00 pm TEA BREAK 4.30 pm SECOND REHEARSAL 5.00 pm - SUPPER 6.30 pm

PERFORMANCE 7.30 pm
TICKETS (non-refundable): GCS Singers £10; Visiting Singers £12; Audience
£5
Tickets for singers include all refreshments and hire of scores
Mrs Pam Kilby Tel 01474 332693 or
Mrs Liz Hutchinson Tel 01474 352606
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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God’s Gang
Epiphany 6th January

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Books to your door
There are still many of us who enjoy the pleasure of being able to sit
quietly and read a book.
Unfortunately there are some people who are unable to get to a library
and browse. This is where the “House Library” service can be a great
help.
There is a extensive choice of small or large print books available, or
should you prefer it there are Cds and cassettes which provide the
spoken word.
Phyllis Crouch and myself deliver books and spoken word, regularly
to our clients, every two weeks and we soon get to know their likes
and dislikes.
Linda, at King’s Farm Library, goes to an enormous amount of trouble
to find the type of books required. They are delivered to us from all
over the country, at one time a book was delivered from Scotland.
If you, or you know someone who would benefit from this service,
please feel free to chat with Phyllis at the Sunday 08.00 am service
or me at the 10.00 am service.
If it is easier, you can telephone me at home,on 365417.
Barbara Bunyan

Volu
nteers
needed.....
‘We always need volunteers… the
church runs because of the
generous service of volunteers.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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If you have time and
enthusiasm to spare but you
are not sure where your
talents can be used,
Sue would be glad to meet
you for a cup of coffee and to
talk through possibilities.

January 2012

FIRST STEPS
14/12/11

Our naughty little sheep and his friends are really excited because it’s
our First Steps service today and we’re going to be telling the Christmas
Story. It’s their very favourite story and they never get tired of hearing it.
It is a very special story about a very special baby and there is a wonderful
star and angels and all kinds of very special people. Just thinking about
it makes me excited, too!
It’s a chilly blue-skied afternoon as we walk to Church and those
sneaky animals want to hide, as usual, but I’ve got to make sure that
they’re found before the story begins because they don’t want to miss
any of it. Our naughty little sheep doesn’t want to hide (he’s not very good
at it, anyway!) but he wants to stand on our little altar and wait for Mary
and Joseph to arrive.
One by one the children and Mums come to join us and our service
begins. Those animals are quickly found and the children are asked to
look after knitted Nativity figures that we have borrowed from the
Pre-school. One by one the children bring the figures up to our altar while
the wonderful story is told. We sing our Christmas songs; “Away in a
manger”, “Little Jesus sweetly sleep” and “Jingle bells” among others.
Our naughty little sheep and his friends are having a lovely time. “Jingle
bells” is a favourite of theirs, and we sing it twice, loudly jingling our jingle
bells. We say “Thank you” to God for His precious gift of Jesus, for the
happy times that we share with those whom we love and who love us
and for the many blessings that He gives to us each day.
With our service over and the candles blown out we all go into the
hall for some Christmas munchies; mince pies and chocolate rolls.
Yummy! We hope that everyone will join us again on the 11 January 2012
for our next First Steps service.
A Happy New Year to you all, from our naughty little sheep, his friends
and me.
God Bless

Christ Church Parish Magazine
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Gravesend Street Pastors have been helping people who
get into difficulty during a night on the town for some
time. Providing a ‘spikey’, a pair of flip flops or a friendly
smile, the Street Pastors are a welcome sight. Can you
spare a night to help? People are needed to join the Street Pastors out
and about among late night revelers or in the control room, where a
prayer may be needed immediately or a call for a taxi. If you think you
can offer help do contact Anne Jenkins or speak to a churchwarden for
more details.
Anne Jenkins – Gravesend Street Pastors Co-ordinator
Tel: 01474 568498 (Monday & Thursday)
Or 07570 883896* (leave a message)
Or e-mail gravesend@streetpastors.org.uk

Brand New Youth Choir in
Gravesend

Join the

If you are aged between 7 and 17
and enjoy singing then come
along!
Ÿ Join a friendly group of singers
Ÿ Learn great music of different
styles and

We meet weekly for
Rehearsals

Ÿ Perform at concerts and
services

at Christ Church

For further information visit

Tuesday evenings

www.christchurchgravesend.org.uk

6.30 pm to 7.30 pm

Ÿ Or call 01474 534517
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend

New youth choir in
Gravesend
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Through the kitchen door
My mother always told me, “if you can read then you can cook”! A
message that has kept me well fed for years and still does.
After all the rich food that has been on offer over the festive period,
you may like to try this tasty easy to prepare and economical recipe.

Fish Pie an easy to follow guide for four good portions
Ingredients
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

400g skinless white fish fillet
400g skinless smoked haddock fillet (un-dyed) or 400g salmon fillet
600ml full-fat milk
1 small onion, quartered
4 cloves
2 bay leaves
4 eggs
small bunch parsley, leaves only, roughly chopped
100g butter
50g plain flour
pinch freshly grated nutmeg
1kg floury potatoes, peeled and cut into chunks
50g cheddar cheese, grated

Poach the fish. Place the fish in a frying pan and pour over 500ml of the milk. Pierce each onion
quarter with a clove, then add to the milk with the bay leaves. Bring the milk just to the boil - very
gentle bubbles. Lower the heat and simmer for about 8 mins. Lift the fish onto a plate and strain
the milk into a jug to cool. Flake the fish into large pieces in the baking dish (about 33cm x 24cm
x 6cm deep). Hard-boil the eggs. Bring a small pan of water to a gentle boil, then carefully lower
the eggs in on a spoon. Bring water back to a gentle boil, with just a couple of bubbles rising to
the surface. Set the timer for 8 mins, cook, then drain and cool in a bowl of cold water. Peel, slice
into quarters and arrange on top of the fish, then scatter over the chopped parsley. Make the
sauce. Melt half the butter in a pan, stir in the flour and cook for 1 min over gentle heat. Take off
the stove, pour in a little of the cold poaching milk, then stir until blended and smooth. Continue
to add the milk gradually, mixing well until you have a smooth sauce. Return to the heat, bring to
the boil and cook for 5 mins, stirring continually, until it coats the back of a spoon. Remove from
the heat, season with salt, pepper and nutmeg, then pour over the fish. Assemble and cook. Heat
oven to 200C/ fan 180C/ gas 6. Boil the potatoes for 20 mins. Drain, season and mash with the
remaining butter and milk. Use to top the pie, starting at the edge of the dish and working your
way in - push the mash right to the edges to seal. Fluff the top with a fork, sprinkle with cheese,
then bake for 30 mins until golden brown. Serve with peas/green beans or sliced cabbage.
Cost? About half the price of fish and chips for four and healthy to.
If you have a recipe that you wish to share, please send to ccgravesend.mag10@yahoo.co.uk

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Sunday Morning Coffee Rota
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week

11
12
1
2
3

1st Jan
8th Jan
15th Jan
22nd Jan
29th Jan

Rita Smith, Jean Stoddart, Sheila Knight, Ann Lennard
Sylvia Brown, Margaret Davies, Babs Acott, Terri Allan
Vena Croydon, Julie Hill, Jill Sampson
Sandy Barden, Jenny Shoesmith, Joan Bennett
David and Shirley Whitehead

Maureen Fittill

Some people find it useful to have a set portion of the Bible to read each day.
The Bible Reading Fellowship have a booklet called “New Daylight” which
sets out a short Bible reading and explanatory notes. These booklets are
priced at £3.90 (they do go up each year) for a four month period.
If you would like to try one of these booklets please let Julie Hill know.

y
da

te
o
n
e
te
s
a
a
d
e
d
Pl
an

Tuesday 27th December
Circular guided historical walk from Chalk Church to
Thong, Shorne and Ifield

Meet: 10 am at Chalk Church , Church Lane ,
Chalk
Guide: Christoph Bull 01474 320156.
Free – donations welcome
Refreshments at Chalk Church Barn afterwards.
Parking at Chalk Church Car Park.
Gravesend Historical Society walk.

Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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HOLY BAPTISM
16th October
Karla Rose Hollands
Gracie Florence Hollands
6th November
George Edward Reason
Ava Taylor Wickens
th
20 November Scarlett Elizabeth Carpathia Oliver
Chloe-Ann Manwaring
Hayden John Phillips
Jayden Darren AJ Holder
th
4 December Tyler Jack Murphy
Codey Brandon Murphy
Halle Paige Murphy
Brooke Kiera Lauren White
Ruby Jessica Hockey
HOLY MATRIMONY
22nd October
James George Ennis and Gemma Louise Palmer
BLESSING OF A CIVIL MARRIAGE
3rd December Keith Christopher and Jessie-Ann Henderson
REST IN PEACE
2nd October
Winifred Cole
nd
2 October
Pauline Ledsham
5th October
Reginald Rosum
16th October
Celeste Pollitt
nd
22 October
George Hollands
23rd October
Stella Balzeby
th
25 October
Denis Hill
th
30 October
Carole Langham
6th November Mercy Gear

MIDNIGHT MASS- A tradition
Christmas Eve has many of its own customs and traditions. The most widely practised one that still
exists today is going to a Midnight Mass Church Service. In many countries, especially Catholic
ones, Spain, Italy, Mexico and Poland, this is the most important Church service of the Christmas
season. People might fast during Christmas Eve and then the main Christmas meal is often eaten
after the Midnight Mass Service in these countries. In some other countries, such as Belgium,
Finland and Denmark the meal is eaten in the evening and you might go to a Midnight Service
afterwards!
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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A VIEW FROM
CCADS changed from their usual production format and presented us with a one-act play, and
some seasonal readings by members of the Society. This had the added bonus for the audience
that they were able to enjoy the talents of more than just the play's cast members, and in a different
style of presentation.
The play, “Shop for Charity” by Charles Mander[s] sets out to explore the relationships and their
motives for working in the charity shop, which is the venue for the play. The central question offered
was: were the four ladies in the shop really working for the Third World, or merely for their own
conscience? The play had both humour and pathos in equal amounts.
Shop for Charity opened, on a bare stage, perhaps just a little too bare. All of us who have been in
charity shops would know that there could well have been more shelves of things for sale.
If nothing else, it would have given the ladies more to do in the way of business: tidying stock,
maybe. A charity notice or two would have made the walls look less bleak: and where were the
books? Any stage dressings for the second half of the evening could well have been covered with
curtaining.
Hilda was first to enter, making a splendid roar as she did so, summoning a staff member from the
back of the shop. Throughout the play she was to make us, and her staff, quite sure of her position,
brooking little argument from anyone, but also putting across the theme of the play effectively. She
did however have little physical to do, and here is where the lack of stock made that difficult for her.
The member of staff summoned turned out to be Doris, a well meaning person, who was no match
for Hilda. She played her part particularly well, showing us that she didn't always agree with the
boss, but was too timid to take her on. We also learnt about the third member of staff, Brenda, partly
because of off-stage shrieks of horror.
When she eventually appeared it was shown that she was having imaginative sights of strange
men. Hilda dismissed all this as nonsense of course, treating Brenda with disdain.

FIRST STEPS
Is a service especially designed for families with pre-school children, although
all children in the family are welcome to come.
We meet in the church at 1.45 pm on the second Wednesday in each month
for a short service and then to enjoy a chat over a cup of tea.
We are finished in plenty of time for parents to meet their other children from
school.
Why not come along with your children, you will be very welcome.
Next date is Wednesday Wednesday 11 January
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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THE STALLS
We later learned of her drinking secret: could she have been a little bit tipsy? Already the “characters” we
were promised in the programme were beginning to appear: each playing their parts with enthusiasm.
There were two more to come. The play was so designed that we knew about each of them in advance. Mrs
Pike, much to Hilda's annoyance, had been “pricing up” - and that is my job, as I’ve told her, says Hilda. On
her entrance – splendid costume! - we could tell she was going to stand up to Hilda, not taking any notice of
her ranting.
Then, the whole play changed direction. For in came Mr Galbraith. His entrance started at the window
outside the shop. Now his costume – almost Long John Silver in its style – and his voice booming around
lifted the production immediately.
It was he who queried the ladies' motives for being in the shop, and his Biblical quotations fitted nicely into
his dialogue and were well delivered. The Isaiah quotation on his placard might well have been more clearly
displayed by him (“Moab shall howl over Nebo”), since he was doing much of the howling!
Some good set pieces when Galbraith and women individually played against each other made the play well
worth seeing. They also brought out the fact that, instead of worrying themselves about people in Africa, it
was their own needs that counted most. This was well put across.
The second part of the evening, the readings, suited the individuals concerned and the nicely-chosen
costumes and the semi-circular seating, made the opening of that half a 'pleasant sight'. Those two words
are in the opening words from the rehearsed piece Christmas Day in the Workhouse , which was definitely
the highlight of the readings.
Everyone else gave of their best; although as a lover of Stanley Holloway myself, I was a little disappointed
that the Holloway pastiche The Tale of the Christmas Tree Fairy wasn't quite 'oop north' as it might have been
(sorry John!). Sally gave us two pieces by Robert Frost an American poet who few Brits know much about,
delivering them in a most enjoyable way. The sob factor of Timmy's Sacrifice by Rosemary also came across
well.
All in all, CCADS gave us an evening to remember.

Peter Shearan

Deanery Course
Led by Rev David Houston, vicar of Southfleet

‘The Bible in Broad Strokes’
a walk-through the bible for the man or woman in the pew.
2.00 p.m.– 4.30 p.m. on Saturday 14th January
and Saturday 21st January
at St Barnabas, Istead Rise
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Gravesend & District
Osteoporosis Support
Group
The next meeting of this newly
formed Group is on
th

Monday 16 January 2012
at

St.•Mary’s•Church•Hall
Wrotham Road, Gravesend
(Parking•at•St.•George’s•School,•Meadow•Road,
Gravesend DA11 7LS)

Time: 7.00 p.m.
Our Speaker is a Senior Radiographer
at Darent Valley Hospital talking about
Bone Densitometry and Fracture Risk
Assessment.
There will also be a Silent Auction
Everyone Welcome!
Contact the Chair for
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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WALKING FOR
CHARITY

David Croydon takes us along
the Bath and Avon Canal and
the Thames to Gravesend and
Rochester

If you are stupid enough
to stand up under the
sharp edge of the boot of
a Golf, just after you
have put your boots on,
ready to set off to walk
two-hundred
miles
home, you can expect a
lot of
blood. Nature
didn’t fail me.
The aim of the walk was,
firstly to raise funds for
both our local EllenorLions Hospices and
more generally for Macmillan Cancer Support
and, secondly to enjoy a
good walk along the
Kennet and Avon Canal
from Bath to Reading
and then along the
Thames footpath back to
Gravesend , finishing on
the Medway at Rochester.
Richard Aucott and a
patched up me set of to
meet Mary, one of our
neighbours, from Somerset, who had driven up to
share the first day with
us. The walk out of Bath
was fascinating. We
crossed 2 aqueducts on
our way to Bradford on
Avon, a beautiful unspoilt small town, check-

The canal was opened in 1810, but by 1851
the GWR had bought it and it slowly declined until the last vessel navigated it in
1952.

“T he aim of the walk was to
raise funds for our local
EllenorLions H ospices.”
ing out the first of many
cafes en route.
The second day ended
with a long climb up twenty-nine locks, rising seventy-two
metres
and
including the stair of seventeen locks at Caen Hill,
a magnificent feat of Victorian engineering. The full
length of the canal was
opened in 1810, but by
1851 the GWR had bought
it and it slowly declined
until the last vessel navigated it in 1952.
A Trust was formed in
1962 to restore it and
eventually in 1990 Her
Majesty, The Queen, officially reopened it to navigation. Then on to our

B&B, at Devizes, which we
had already booked into
for a week.
Vena’s role, was as last
time, to drive onto the finish point for the day, park,
and then walk back part
way to meet us. Hopefully,
chatting up anyone, enroute that looked likely to
contribute. She rarely
failed.
We met up with two more
friends for an Italian
evening, Richard left us
the next morning, and myself and two friends
walked on to Honey
Street, where Vena, after
various detours, was waiting for a Sunday snack
lunch with us. The Barge

Detail from a canal barge decorated name plate.
Inn turned out to be not only a community
run pub to be recommended, but also the
centre for Crop Circle manufacture during
the summer with a big display of last
year’s photos. The designs are set out by
teams using GPS, and who are delivered
to site by helicopter. Compensation is
paid to the farmers.
Alan, another longstanding friend joined
us for five days, whilst we ticked off Hungerford, then Newbury with my cousin
Sally and husband Peter, both very attractive towns along the Canal.
The rapport with the owners and holiday
makers all the way along the canal was
great. Alan and I got coffees handed over
to us, and offers of beer. We obviously
needed them, but Vena didn’t appear to
qualify. She asked two ancient couples,
like us, if they were enjoying their holiday

– yes –he fell in the lock yesterday, and
he fell into the canal.
It was quite obvious who was in charge of
most of the narrow boats – he holds
tightly on to the tiller at the stern, whilst
the lady of the house does the easy work
of opening and closing the lock gates.
Attractive, but slightly monotonous scenery along the way .The narrow boats
often have gardens in pots on the cabin
roofs.
We all left a lovely old thatched B and B,
and met Joe King in the Waitrose car park
at Newbury.
Because of the potential parking problems Vena dropped Joe and I off in
Reading and we walked the day in reverse order to Aldermarston Wharf, after
which we delivered Joe to Basingstoke
station.

Sunday morning I set out as fast as possible from Reading on my only day walking
alone, hopefully never to go there again,
and joined up with the Thames path on
the edge of town, leaving all the good
watering holes behind. I was alone because the evening before our great builder friend, Rob Plant had answered his
mobile from A and E, having come of his
bicycle in a pothole on Reigate hill.
Richard and also our Accountant, another
Richard joined us, and we spent two
nights with Janet at Beaconsfield, whilst
we carried on via Henley, Marlow and
then to Windsor over three days. Henley
in particular gave us the famous view over
the bridge to the riverside pub and church,
and the internationally, famous Boat
houses including Leander. Rowers and
scullers everywhere, mostly, being castigated by their coaches.
The day when we headed for Maidenhead
saw us noting the small museum at
Cookham dedicated to Stanley Spencer,
Pictured right are
Derek Baker, Pat King and
David Croydon
Photos on opposite page from left to right, Richard Aucott and David outside Bradford on
Avon station, Richard with Vena Croydon at
“Fundraisers Lock”
Page 4 left to right, A welcome off of coffee en
route, David on canal barge “No Problem.
Page 5 left to right, a welcome rest en route
through Erith, a view of Canary Warf across
an un-used dock.
Page 6 arrival at the EllenorLions Hospice
Northflett, pictured from left, Jacqueline
Littlewood, Joe King, David Croydon,
Armajeet, Malcolm Solley, Alan Blatchly,
Richard Abel and Saj

and earmarking it for a separate visit.
Onward, through beautiful countryside
passing by Clevedon, and on to finish,
with afternoon tea at Bourne Lock. The
following morning a young couple who
had talked to us the evening before and
apologised that they hadn’t much money
on them caught us again with a substantial donation.
A fisherman turned as I approached on
one occasion, put a donation in my collecting tin and told me he had lost three
sisters to cancer.
The footpath into Windsor had no notices
until the last minute to say it had been
diverted inland around the Eton school
rowing course at Dorney, because of
works in connection with the Olympics.
A long day came to an end as we suddenly walked out of the trees onto the water
meadow and a stunning view of Windsor
Castle. We took afternoon tea in the sunshine by the bridge, with the almost deafened by continuous noise from the planes

coming in to land at Heathrow every few
seconds at what seemed like rooftop
level just over the Castle.
Next, came the meadows at Runnymede,
with an early coffee at the NT cafe, before
joining up with Bill, yet another enthusiast, and eventually calling it a day at
Chertsey.
On to Kingston with David, taking a day
out from his law firm, and making sure we
refreshed ourselves at a thriving riverside
cafe at Richmond, while we sat under a
group of majestic Plane trees .
The only sails we saw on the waterways
above Greenwich were weekend dingy
sailors at Hampton Lock.
Hampton Court, crowds , demonic cyclists attacking from all sides all day with
often no warning eventually saw us finish
an incredibly hot weekend at Putney. I

was only hit once from behind – the only
time I lost it!
Millwall were playing at their home
ground on the north bank. Fighting
against the crowds to get to our car on
that side, I was glad Vena had rung me to
check which path to take as there are
both North and South Thames footpaths
from there on into London.
She was I think happy to take a step back
at this stage, and let the train take most of
the strain for a few days. Our onboard
satnav appeared to have been sublimely
subverted by Rome, as amongst other
destinations it offered Vatican City on a
couple of occasions. In spite of that she
always found me – a miracle in itself
some would say.
We drove back to Putney with Pat King
and met Derek, a Quantity Surveyor

friend of some forty years, where else but
at the Costa by the bridge. What had
become very noticeable was that the
nearer we got to London, the less people
were inclined to stop and talk, or contribute. Out of £480 collected along the way,
the last and only £2 came at Waterloo
after a barren day.
This seemed to epitomise the difference
between the folk along the canal, and
those driving the motorised launches
along the river. The river and all the locks
come under the control of the Environment Agency.
All the locks are operated by professional lock keepers, who currently live alongside and maintain beautiful lawns and
flower gardens. All this is set to change,
with the keepers being moved out so that
their lock-side houses can be let for the
maximum possible return, and the keepers being accommodated further away,
presumably to make sure they can’t deal

with emergencies such as flooding quite
so quickly.
Robert, our youngest at forty-three, set
off with John Tadman and me from Tower
Bridge, after an early coffee and croissant
in Borough Market.
The walk was largely new to me although
Rob cycles it quite often. Marvellous history, information boards and sculpture
along the way. One of a Bermondsey boy
reading the story of the Mayflower.
Expensive
riverside
developments,
cheek by jowl with Hays Galleria, and
docks such as Greenland, a marina, and
South. A very mixed area, through Deptford on to Greenwich where we stopped,
just beyond the Trafalgar at The Pilot for
a welcome break.
Fortunately sidestepping the O2 peninsula because of a diversion, we got to the
Barrier – our intended goal for the day,
and decided to press on to Woolwich

Arsenal, via a forgettable High Street,
and a train home for John and I, leaving
Robert to head back home from the other
platform .
Priest Jacqueline now came into her own
the next morning and very kindly delivered John, Martin Farebrother and myself
to the RA/ Firepower museum area ,
where we inevitably found a good Deli to
start the day off. We had no idea then that
her primary motive was to imitate the paparazzi.
Low tide meant flocks of birds along the
mud flats, especially as we passed the
Crossness Beam engine house, - why did
the Victorians need a Norman entrance?
The Sewage works and Incinerator, both
very good modern designs, but not an
area to linger in for a picnic. No sign of
Jacqueline! – But Martin and I enjoyed
seeing a number of different species
feeding on the mud flats at low tide. The
River Darent Flood Barrier saw us nearly
to Slade Green on designated paths. The
penultimate day saw Vena drop us of
on the extremely dodgy A206, to walk
back out to the Thames opposite the
RSPB reserve at Rainham Marshes.
These few miles were the only section of
the walk I had needed to recce, as it is
possible to walk the remainder of the two
hundred miles without using a map as it
is all well signposted. More coffee for
John, Richard and middle son Mike in a
sheltered spot by the River before we set
off to pass under the Queen Elizabeth
Bridge, and an early lunch stop at the Sir
John Franklin half way along Greenhithe
High Street, where Jacqueline and Anne
Thrush joined us .
The first commercial trading ships that we
saw were at and below the Bridge.
More marshes, Brittania Refined Metals
and The Overcliffe.
Carol Stone, the Chief Executive, and her
colleague walked up to the Hospice with
us after photos outside the Civic Centre.

The heavens opened up to drown all of us
- the only real rain in three weeks – but a
very warm welcome.
Saturday, and the last day en- route to
Rochester saw nine of us head of at 8.30
from the Hospice, via Jeskins’ farm, the
Mausoleum, over the high speed rail
track, under the M2, and a last coffee
break at the caravan kiosk on the Watling
Street where Jacqueline popped her
head out of the car for yet more photos!
While John Hougham stood by.
An excellent, mellow lunch, at the Castle
Club, for the fellows whilst Vena and the
ladies repaired too and then home to
wonder what to do the next day.
It is necessary to obtain a Licence to
collect money on a Public Highway, and
to return a certified report on the collection. This meant I had to apply to eleven
different Local Authorities along the way
with a lot of paperwork for each – four
replied - so we carried on regardless and
collected £480 on the way out of a total to
date of £ 8500+ including Gift Aid.
Vena and I had the pleasure of the company of twenty family members and
friends along the way, with your support
at base, all of which who helped to make
what I think was an extremely enjoyable
expedition.

Highlights this month !
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Date for your diary
SATURDAY 11 FEBRUARY

ALTERNATIVE VALENTINE DINNER
In Christ Church, Old Road East, Gravesend
Raising funds for Ifield School PE Enrichment Programme and Church Funds

Details from David Williams 01474 331061

WORKING PARTY
‘In order to save on expensive cleaning and maintenance, we hold a monthly
working party on a Saturday morning starting at 9.30am.
Together we clean and tidy the church, do a bit of necessary DIY or gardening,
have a coffee and often some home-made goodies – and finish by about
11.30am.
We are enormously grateful to the few loyal helpers who turn up month after
month – but we desperately need a few more.
Please consider putting the dates into your diary and coming along. All are
welcome – if you can do basic DIY please let us know in advance so that the
churchwardens can plan jobs in advance.
Working party is almost always on the 2nd Saturday of each month… the
next one will be on 14th January 2012.

See you there,

Monthly Magazine
If you enjoy reading the Parish Magazine, and would like to help

with the cost of producing it each month you could consider
making a one off annual donation.
This can be handed to one of our church wardens or the editor,
Mike Cubitt to ensure your copy is saved for you.
Christ Church Milton-Next-Gravesend
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Sunday Services
8.00 am Holy Communion (said)
10.00 am Communion with crèche & God’s Gang
On the 2nd Sunday

All-Age service

Evening Service - see inside magazine for details.
Weekday Services
Holy Communion (said)
Monday and Saturday 8am.
Tuesday & Thursday 7.00am.
Wednesday 10.00am
Registered Charity no. 1130741

Friday

For further information
Contact
The Church Wardens

Office hours
6:30 pm until 7:30 pm

Clubs
There are a wide variety of clubs for you:Daily
Christ Church Pre-school (2½ upwards)
Monday
Music Group; Brownies
Tuesday
Cubs
Wednesday Guides; Mothers Union (1st Wednesday)
First Steps (under 5’s and carers) 2nd Wednesday 1.45pm
Ifield Ladies (every third Wednesday)
Thursday
Beavers; Brownies; Choir Practice
2 - 3.30
Forgetmenot Singing 2nd & 4th Thurs afternoon
Friday
Scouts; Amateur Dramatics
; Parent and Toddler
Saturday
Working party (2nd Saturday)
Christ Church Parish Magazine
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Soroptimist International
Of Gravesend & District

Proceeds
To support our Link Club Freetown, Sierra Leone

£5.00 entry per person

Raffle
Admission by Ticket
%
Soroptimist International Gravesend & District – Annual Quiz – Saturday 14th January 2012
Please let Sheila Knight know how many Tickets are required (Admission by Ticket only)
Contact Name...................................................................TelNo...................................................…
Total Number attending .....................................................................................................................
Return to Sheila Knight, by 1st January
– Tel/fax 01474 564234 Email sknight01@hotmail.co.uk Please tick if map is required.
PLEASE INCLUDE A STAMPED ADDRESSED ENVELOPE AS TICKETS MUST BE BOOKED
IN ADVANCE—SEATING IS LIMITED

