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Here is something to pass the time at home if you can’t make it to
church on Sunday – a story and some activities.
Jesus feeds over 5000 people
The friends that Jesus had sent out to preach returned. They gathered around
him and told him about all the things they had done and taught. Crowds of
people were coming and going. Jesus and his followers did not even have
time to eat. He said to them, “Come with me. We will go to a quiet place to
be alone. There we will get some rest.”
So they went in a boat alone to a place where there were no people. But
many people saw them leave and recognized them. So people from all the
towns ran to the place where Jesus was going. They got there before Jesus
arrived. When he landed, he saw a great crowd waiting. Jesus felt sorry for
them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he taught them
many things.
It was now late in the day. Jesus’ followers came to him and said, “No one
lives in this place. And it is already very late. Send the people away. They
need to go to the farms and towns around here to buy some food to eat.”
But Jesus answered, “You give them food to eat.”
They said to him, “We can’t buy enough bread to feed all these people! We
would all have to work a month to earn enough
money to buy that much bread!”
Jesus asked them, “How many loaves of bread do
you have now? Go and see.”
When they found out, they came to him and said,
“We have five loaves and two fish.”
Then Jesus said to the followers, “Tell all the people to
sit in groups on the green grass.” So all the people sat
in groups. They sat in groups of 50 or groups of 100.
Jesus took the five loaves and two fish. He looked up to heaven and thanked
God for the bread. He divided the bread and gave it to his followers for them
to give to the people. Then he divided the two fish among them all. All the
people ate and were satisfied. The followers filled 12 baskets with the pieces of
bread and fish that were not eaten. There were about 5,000 men there who
ate, not counting the women and children.

Thinking time: last week we thought about what it would be like to be a sheep
in Jesus’ care and how he would look after you. This week, think about what it
would be like to be invited to a huge picnic where Jesus fed you.
Listen to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s27D7M8biuI&t=76s
Things to do:
• As the weather is so fine, see if you can have a picnic. When you sit
down on the green grass, share your food with each other. Make sure to
leave some crumbs for the birds!
• Colour and cut out the loaves and fishes and the basket on the next
pages. Glue the sides of the basket together and stick the fish and
loaves in it
• Think about the people in the world who go hungry because they
haven’t enough money for food, or where they can’t grow very much to
eat, and pray for them
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